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Peace in the Midst of Conflict
Pastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior Pastor
What do we do in a crisis situa*on?
We live in a hos le world. The recent mass shoo ng at a school in Texas reminds us again that
we have to be, as Jesus said, “be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” Ma/hew 10:16
God doesn’t want us to live in fear. He wants us to reach out to a fearful world with faith,
hope and love. Because of Christ we have peace in the midst of the conﬂict in the world. We
have the innocence of the dove as we go into the world with love towards people, but we are
to be cau*ous and wise about the real threats that exist.
Therefore our Board of Trustees has been working with our staﬀ leaders to develop a “Crisis
Management Plan” for our church. Our crisis plan enables us to respond amid bad events with
the faith, hope and love that transforms. The plan describes the ac ons to be taken at St. Paul to
aid those needing medical assistance, evacuate the building, take shelter from severe weather,
protect against violence, deal with power outage, and provide assistance to people a'er a
hurricane. The plan does not limit the use of experience, judgment, ﬂexibility, and ingenuity to
adapt to the unfolding complexi es that exist under crisis situa ons. The plan will be reviewed
every year to insure that it is mee ng the safety concerns of our church.
Here are some highlights of the plan:
♦ There will be on-going training involving our staﬀ and laypeople about what to do if a crisis
occurs. For example the staﬀ and church members will be informed of where to go in the
building in bad weather and what to do if the ﬁre alarm is sounded. We will even conduct a
ﬁre drill twice a year a'er our morning services.
♦ We have a Crisis Management Team made up of staﬀ leaders, Board of Trustee chairperson,
and ad hoc people like medical professionals, law enforcement, counselors or trained
military personnel.
♦ The plan addresses medical emergencies, building evacua on, severe weather like
Tornadoes and Hurricanes, ac ve shooter, bomb threats, power and technology outage.
♦ The Board has decided that we will pay the City of Lakeland or the Polk County Sheriﬀ’s
department to have a marked squad car and oﬃcer on our property on Sunday mornings
before, during and immediately a'er our worship services. Many churches in our area are
doing the same. We hope and pray that nothing ever happens, but we want to have our
congrega on protected.
♦ There will be some inconveniences which we will fully inform the congrega on about before
the changes are made. For example, all the gates will be locked on Sunday morning and the
only access to our campus will be through the church front doors. These doors will also be
locked during our Children’s church me. An usher will be standing by to open the door if
necessary. This is because the “Soul Surfer” room is so vulnerable to quick access through
the church front doors.
During the months of July and August we will be implemen ng the changes.
Con nue to pray for the safety of all who gather together for school and worship.
We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms.
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Don’t Leave Home Without It
Family vacations, planned during summer months, involve packing needed provisions to fully enjoy
intended destinations. You’ve heard the commercials, reminding us not to ‘leave home without it.’ This
message corresponds to a credit card that promises to provide sufficient financial funds for travel risks
and opportunities.
Financial resources for vacation cost is important to travelers. The promise of financial reserves
evokes fear and greed, motivations for many. Some haven’t saved enough of their earned resources to
pay for the enjoyment they desire. What if vacationers incur unforeseen expenses?
Like planning for financial excesses, so planning for the unlikely possibility of tragedy during family
trips is another motivation that people consider before vacations.
Writing a last will and testament or living trust is also arranged in larger numbers during this season.
Apparently, many don’t want to leave home without these important plans completed.
An estate plan that witnesses to faith, protects minor children and provides adequately for them
involves a will that nominates a trusted person as guardian(s), who care for the physical well-being of
legal minors. Additionally, parents nominate a trustee(s) to manage financial resources left behind. Minor
trust’s provisions stipulate how property will be managed for their benefit, if orphaned.
Protecting minor children includes trust provisions in your will to detail how income and principal
assets are preserved and spent, at the trustee’s discretion, for the children’s health, education and
general welfare. If Christian education is desired, stipulations encouraging this are included.
Trusts for minors determine the age and nature of distributions to assure funds are distributed at an
age when they can handle property. Proportionate ministry distributions can validate their parents’ faith,
upon final distribution.
Don’t leave home without a ‘Lifetime Plan for Giving’: Plan today for blessings tomorrow, so Christ’s
love, which lasts forever, can be exalted.
For more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or
james.pennington@lfnd.org.
TH

VOTERS’ MEETING JUNE 24

At the June 24th Voters’ Meeting, members
will be asked to elect individuals to the
Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees
Nominations Committee has identified 5
candidates. They are: Diane Bertrand
(currently serving on the board and completing the vacated position held by David
Keller), Dana Jensen (currently serving on
the board and completing first term), Jeff
Jones, Kris Pahl (currently serving on the
board and completing first term), Chuck
Snavely. Bios on each of these candidates
are available at the Welcome Center
starting June 10th. The new budget will also
be present for approval at this meeting.
Please plan to attend the Voters’ Meeting
on June 24th at 4pm in the Worship Center.

As we enter hurricane season once again, it is a
time to be ready personally, but also ready as the hands
and feet of Jesus. For example, last year we helped
neighbors and some members with downed trees, fixing
mail boxes, yard clean-up, food, ice, in addition to our
own church/school property clean-up.
We could do more! We could be better servants for
the kingdom of God during the aftermath of storms or
other personal loss. All it takes is a will to love people
and to go ask others what their needs are when those
storms of life descend. Part of helping others is knowing who to call. This year, I have been working on a list
of people willing and able to possibly help if we once
again get a hurricane or have to face another disaster. If
you are willing to be called upon to help when disaster
hits, please let me know. It may be to run a chainsaw, pick up a shovel or rake, fix something
broken or even provide a meal. You can contact me to let me know what you are willing to
help with as well as your contact information. No one is obligated to help, so if you can’t, it is
ok to say “no” and not feel guilty about it. My email address is aritchie@stpaullakeland.org.
Thank you for considering serving others in whatever area you feel God has gifted you!
Have a great summer! God’s peace, —Pastor Andy

Talks with Luther
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Do you have a favorite day of the week? Is there one
day out of the week that you look forward to more than
any other? Is it Saturday? Sleeping late and relaxing in
the morning? For many of us it is. I think this is Luther the
Dachshund’s favorite day of the week. We sleep later than the
5am time we usually get up. We take more time, unless there is something
pressing that we have to go do. And this is what I think makes Saturday
Luther’s favorite day. We, many times, stay home on Saturday to get
caught up on projects and house work and this makes Luther very happy,
to know that we will be with him all day.
But I have to confess, Sunday may be my personal favorite day.
Sundays in worship sets the tone for the whole week ahead. It gives me the
boost to face the week ahead and sets my mind and heart on the Cross.
And that is a wonderful place to be! There is joy, peace and happiness in
the Holy Spirit and that is why we should worship! Because in worship, we
are praising and thanking God the Father for all things in our lives and that
is what God wants.
Martin Luther puts it this way, “We cannot give God anything but praise
and thanks, for everything else we receive from Him, be it grace, words,
works, Gospel, faith, and all things. Moreover, praising and thanking is also
the one proper, Christian form of worshipping God.”
Luther continues to further define and explain what true worship of God
the Father is by faith. “Faith is a work which man must do, but it is also
called God’s work. For faith is to be the fitting sphere, work, life and activity
with which God wants to be honored and served. Apart from faith God
accepts nothing whatever as an act of worship. This is the answer to the
question about the right worship of God.”
“Knowing Christ and knowing the Father are tied together and are one
and the same knowledge. This is why I have often said that the Father is
known only in Christ and neither will nor can be reached and found,
worshipped and invoked, apart from this Mediator,” continues Luther.
Luther concludes with the following, “Where the true obedience of faith
toward God is to be found, there everything one’s calling requires to be
done is a holy and God-pleasing act of worship.”
During the month of May, we covered the subject of worship in services and on May 27th, I preached on, Who Should Worship? The short and
quick answer is, EVERYONE! God wants our praise, our worship and our
thanks! It is all we really have to give He who loves us so. I think even little
Luther understands this. After all, the Word tells us that all creation, everything that has breath, should praise the Lord! God’s richest blessings!

—Chaplain Pete & little Luther

Financial Peace University
Really Works
Debby Erdmann is living proof that Dave Ramsey’s
program really works in aHaining “FREE-DUM”
from debt. Last month she re red a'er 13 years
as SPL’s recep onist. Although she will not be here
to answer our phones, “It’s a great day at St.
Paul,” she will con nue to serve in areas of our
church and school as well as con nuing to lead
FPU. Our next FPU class will begin September 10th.
For more info and to sign up contact Debby,
derdmann@stpaullakeland.org.

A luncheon following a funeral or memorial service
is a ministry opportunity for us to honor the life of
someone who has passed away and a way for us to
oﬀer the hand of Chris an fellowship to the family
and friends of that person.
We are developing an online sign-up and a phone
list for all members who would like to help with
this ministry by providing food and/or serving,
seAng up or organizing the luncheons. The online
sign-up will make it possible for you to easily volunteer when you are available. Phone calls will be
made to all those who would rather be contacted
by phone instead of email. The email and phone
lists that are generated for this ministry will only be
used for this purpose and not shared or forwarded.
All members who have provided an email address
will receive a sample of what a typical sign-up form
will look like before the end of June. Instruc ons
for you to respond will be included.
You may use the pew connect card to sign up when
you are here for worship or send your name and
email address or phone number to Janet,
jpearson@stpaullakeland.org

Below are the dates for the next four blood drives here
at St. Paul! Thanks to all of you who donate blood and
help make these Blood Drives successful! We collected 16 units at the last two Blood Drives which means
those who donated helped save 48 lives! Please put
these dates on your calendars and plan to give.

July 22nd
September 23rd
November 25th
January 27th
Below is a link to the OneBlood story of the month.
Local Lakeland Boy Logan survives on regular Blood
transfusions since he was 8 hours old and will need
Blood transfusions for the rest of his life. You and
everyone else who donates helps to keep him alive!
https://www.oneblood.org/i-am-oneblood/
testimonials/207544-logan.stml

May 29 - Aug 3
St. Paul Summer Camp registration

SPLS AUCTION 2018
On October 26th, at The Rocking H Ranch, the SPLS community will gather for
an evening of fellowship, fundraising, food, and beverages in a LUAU-themed
setting. This event is the one and only PTO fundraiser and your participation will
allow us to raise the funds needed for the 2018-19 school year. Our goal every
year is to reach $50,000 to fund all the projects that St. Paul students benefit
from. This year's major goal, above our budget, is to provide updated playground
equipment.

AN EVENING AT THE RANCH ~ OCTOBER 26, 2018
Each year, local businesses, school families and individuals partner with us to
underwrite the cost of our school auction. There are many benefits to becoming a
sponsor, including complimentary auction tickets and several forms of
advertising. Sponsorship levels are:

Platinum $4,000, Gold $2,500, Silver $1,000, Bronze $500
Interested in sponsorship? Contact Kim Burke at kimberleyburke07@gmail.com /
813-523-6866. If you are unable to be a sponsor, please consider helping by
donating a ($20-$30) bottle of wine for our Wine Pull or by donating gift
cards from Publix or area restaurants. Items can be dropped off during the
summer months at the Welcome Center (labeled PTO Auction). Thank you!

Our Sunday Children’s Ministry hour (9:45-10:45) has taken a break during
the summer months of June & July. Children’s Church, however, will
continue during both Sunday services.
Our Children’s Ministry Kickoff event will be on Sunday, August 19th from
9:30am-10:45am in the Athletic Center. It will be a time for all families to
share a breakfast, have some fun (bounce houses and games) and to get
info on all our Children and Youth Ministry events/programs for the year.
Please mark your calendars and plan to be there!

Volleyball Summer Camps 2018
for Girls Ages 5-15
Play some volleyball and have lots of
fun! These camps focus on learning
and improving fundamental skills
(serving, passing, digging, attacking,
blocking, offensive and defensive team play) via
unique teaching and training methods. Athletes will
have the opportunity to apply the skills learned in
competition throughout the camp. Players of all
levels and positions are encouraged to attend. We
group players by experience and age. We'll have
prizes and awards! Snacks and T-shirt included for
Camps! For additional information pick up a
Volleyball form at the Welcome Center or in the
School Office.

During the Spring, 19 churches partnered
with A Woman’s Choice for their Baby
Bottle Campaign. As of the beginning of
May, the total amount raised was
$13,990. Of that amount, St. Paul raised
$1,839. Every dollar/penny given equips
A Woman’s Choice to help women who are
facing unplanned pregnancies. Thank you
for your support of this ministry of saving
lives and making a difference for eternity.

Guatemala Update
The next team to go to Guatemala is being
formed now. If you are interested, please contact
Nick Moss. Our trip is October 6-13, 2018. Over
the next few months we will be working on a
plan to implement a clean water project. If you
have any interest or expertise in the area of
clean water and/or engineering, please contact
Nick Moss, nmoss@stpaullakeland.org /863-644
-7710 ext: 409. Continue to pray for the people
in the community of Roblarcito.

Saturday, August 4
6:10pm game time / 4:10pm gates open
vs. CWS
Special group ticket rate on behalf of
Thrivent Financial with a portion of the
proceeds from each ticket to benefit
Eckerd Kids. Deadline to purchase is
Friday, July 27. Contact Bob Windheim
for more info and to purchase group
tickets. 727-825-3220 or
bwindheim@raysbaseball.com
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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THEOLOGY PUB with Pastor Andy—Guys 21 and older meet at the Cob & Pen on

1

S. Florida Ave, on the 3rd Thursday of the month (June 21 & July 19) at 6:30pm. Come, have
a drink if you wish and some food or just join in the conversation as we look at what it means to
be a Christian man in the world today.

3
7:30 Bell Practice
8:30 WORSHIP

4
6:30 Grief Share

5
6:30 Trustees

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

10

11

12
11:30 Lunch Bunch @
Sonny’s BBQ

6:30 Grief Share

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

6:30 Lay Ministers

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

17

18
6:30 Grief Share

8:30 WORSHIP

24

25

20

9

15

16
2-4pm Eggroll Pickup

VBS Set-up

21
HS Servant Event

JUNE 18-22

26

22

29

23

9

7:15am Men's Group
6:30pm Theology Pub

HS Servant Event

HS Servant Event

9:00AM-12:00PM

27
6-8pm VB Skills

6:30 Grief Share

28

29

30

6

7

7:15am Men's Group

6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP
4pm VOTERS’ MTG.

1

2
6:30 Grief Share

8:30 WORSHIP

14
7:15am Men's Group
6:30 Katie’s Ladies

6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

8:30 WORSHIP

13
6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

19
7pm EF Orientation
HS Servant Event

HS Servant Event

HS Servant Event

8

7:15am Men's Group
5:30 CancerCare

7pm Marty’s Men

6:30 School Board

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

7

2
2-7pm Youth Event
“Summer Fun in the
Son”

8:30pm Young Adult
Gathering (YAG)

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP
8:30 WORSHIP

6
10am Funeral Plan
6:30 ALA-NON

3pm Basketball Camp

3

4

5
7:15am Men's Group

6:30 Trustees

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

CLOSED

8
8:30 WORSHIP
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

9

10

11

8-5:30 Chess Camps
8-4pm VB Camps
6:30 Grief Share

8-5:30 Chess Camps
8-4pm VB Camps

8-5:30 Chess Camps
8-4pm VB Camps
6-8pm VB Skills
6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

15

16
6:30 Grief Share

8:30 WORSHIP

6:30 Lay Ministers

17
6:30 School Board

9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

22
8:30 BLOOD MOBILE
8:30 WORSHIP
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

29
8:30 WORSHIP
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship

9:45-10:45 CG
ten47 WORSHIP

23
Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30
AUGUST
Newsletter articles due

30
Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30
8-4pm VB Camp

18

6:30 Endowment

31
8-4pm VB Camp

14
12pm Wedding

7pm Marty’s Men

19

20

21

Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30

6:30pm Theology Pub

25
Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30

6-8pm VB Skills
6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

13
8-5:30 Chess Camps

8-5:30 Chess Camps

7:15am Men's Group
9-11am Chinese
Exchange Welcome

6-8pm VB Skills
6:30 ALA-NON
8:30 YAG

24
Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30

12
7:15am Men's Group

26
Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30

27

28

Chinese Exchange
Students July 20-30

7:15am Men's Group

St. Paul Lutheran School—Our mission is:
Providing comprehensive educational excellence that
nurtures the spirit, engages the mind and equips
learners to transform their community through Christ.
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2018 VBS
JUNE 18-22
Venture onto an uncharted island where kids
survive and thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that
Jesus carries them through life’s storms.
To register your child or to volunteer, go to our website:

www.stpaullakeland.org
Click on Children’s Ministry

join our adventure!
Bible Dramas ► Games ► Snacks ► Crafts ► Music

