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Good Grief!
“Good Grief!” Charley Brown used that expression a lot when he was frustrated or down in
the dumps. Somemes we feel the same way when we have a set back or we lose something or
someone precious to us. Grieving over an important loss such as the loss of loved ones,
experienced recently by myself and many others, is diﬃcult.
We have probably all heard about the stages of grieving: denial, anger, bargaining,
depression, and acceptance. However, grieving is not a linear progression through these stages.
One day you may be in denial, the next day you may be depressed, the next day you may have
come to some paral acceptance and then ﬁnd yourself angry a week or two later. Grieving is a
messy but necessary part of our lives. We should not deny ourselves or others the opportunity to
grieve.
I liken grieving to a storm at sea. When the storm ﬁrst hits the waves are huge and they seem
to pile in so quickly, one a+er another. At mes your balance is oﬀ, you are sick to your stomach,
and you think you might drown. But as God gives us the gi+ of tears, the encouragement of friends,
the promises from His Word, and the me to grieve, the waves of grief come but they are not as
huge and not so frequent.
We can grieve well or not so well. I hope and pray that we have “good grief.” What I mean by
that is, yes we are sad about the loss of our loved ones, but we have hope beyond what we can see
and even feel. Paul uses the words grief and hope together in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 (ESV).
“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope.”
The hope we have is, just as Jesus rose from the grave, we too will rise from the grave and
meet God in heaven. The promise of heaven is what makes our grief, “good grief.” We are certain
that we too will rise because of what Christ has done for us on the cross. He took our sin, our
shame, and our pain when He gave up His life for ours.
In the meanme, before He takes us to be with Him, what helps is knowing that we are not
alone. God is with us and He will give us what we need to grieve and come to acceptance. For
example, as I was preparing the sermon for one of the six memorial services we have had since
Jan. 6th, I received a card from Deaconess Raleen Grien, who I had just recently met. These words
were a great encouragement to me and I hope they are for all of you who are grieving.
“You came to mind, so I stopped to pray
I asked the Lord Jesus to make you a way,
To give you His peace and His strengthening grace,
To give you endurance while running the race,
I asked Him to help when the path seems unclear,
To bring reassurance He’ll always be near,
To show you each promise He’s made will come true….
I’m praying in all things, He’ll carry you through.
Remember your Father knows exactly what you need even
before you ask Him! (Mahew 6:6)
May God grant to us the peace that surpasses all understanding,
through faith in the risen Christ Jesus.
—Pastor Ron Pennekamp
We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms.
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More than an Emotion
Love is described in the dictionary as affection that is felt for another. Love causes one to be
devoted to the object of love, whether a person, place, thing or thought. People find the object of
their love irresistible. People hold their loves dear and are very keen on these objects.
Love is a consuming sense that has the capacity to control a person’s life. To be sure, love
triggers the emotional senses, but is love more than emotions?
Martin Luther’s explanations to the Ten Commandments began with the words, ‘We should fear,
LOVE and trust in God so that. . . “ Love, being associated with the words ‘fear’ and ‘trust’ tell us that
our motivations are entwined.
How interesting that the Apostle whom Jesus loved writes, “For God so LOVED the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son.” Love is of God!
God told Abraham, when speaking of the son He had promised, to “Take your son, your only
son Isaac, whom you LOVE and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” Can LOVE for God ever compete with our LOVE for
our own family?
Paul, in his letter to the Romans says, “God's LOVE has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” Indeed, LOVE is God’s gift, given to us to reflect His
desire to bless.
Love is more than an emotion. Love defines our relationships, motivations and priorities. When
your last will and testament is read, will your LOVES be evident?
Want to talk? For more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at
863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org.
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Is God Calling You to this Vocation?
Transfer The Blessings

Eternity Workshop
Saturday, February 10, 2018
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Conference Room

Give your loved ones the gift of
peace of mind.
This workshop will help you prepare:
your
your
your
your
your

medical care at life’s end
burial
will/trust
funeral or memorial service
vital records

scan for website

Sign up to attend by calling the church office
(863) 644-7710.
Refreshments will be provided.

We are looking for a Volunteer Congregational Gift
Planner to support our Transfer the Blessings ministry.
You will be a vital link in the bridge between the Word
and Sacrament ministry of SPL and the LCMS
Foundation. While completing your training with St.
Paul’s Gift Planning Counselor, Jim Pennington, you
will work alongside SPL’s Advancement Fund Board
helping promote our Transfer the Blessing Ministry and
the continued growth of the Advancement Fund. You
will meet with individuals to help them develop their
Lifetime Plan for Giving for their family and for the
ministries they love, and will respond to inquiries and
referrals from a variety of sources including presentations to congregational groups and individual requests.
St. Paul’s Volunteer Congregational Gift Planner will be
an active member of the congregation and possess
integrity, people skills, communication skills and an
ability to motivate others; and hold professional
discretion and judgment in confidential matters.
For more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPL Gift
Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or
James.Pennington@lfnd.org.

Talks with Luther
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It is said that having a pet, especially a dog,
is therapeuc to humans. Dogs, especially,
have a wonderful calming spirit and just seem to
know when their humans are out of sorts, upset,
sick or even depressed. Luther the Dachshund is
very much that way. He just seems to know us and even
with the peace that worshiping and being a follower of
Jesus Christ brings us, Luther the Dachshund knows when
things become tense or upse@ng. He will lie down next to
us, look at us with his big eyes and look like, “what’s up?”
“Scratch me and you will feel beCer.”
Here at St. Paul we have experienced a season, the likes
of which I cannot remember in almost 40 years of membership here. We have seen a number of members go home to
be with our Lord, which is unto itself a truly
wonderful thing. This is what we live for…to be in Heaven in
the presence of God the Father. There is nothing beCer…
nothing.
Marn Luther wrote rather extensively about this and
wrote words of great comfort. “We Chrisans have been
redeemed through the precious blood of God’s Son. Those
who pass on are in peace. I must boldly rely on Christ and

trust the Word of God. Know that Satan has been overcome
and overthrown through Christ Cruciﬁed.”
Know that through this me, this season, there is great
victory present. We miss our friends and loved ones but they
are now in the arms of Jesus Christ, Our risen Lord, who
defeated death, rose from the grave and sits at the right hand
of God the Father. There is no greater comfort. Find peace in
this and know that all is well with their souls and also with
yours.
If you have a pet, go sit with it, relax and meditate on
what our Lord has taught us. There you will ﬁnd peace and
know that God has this and you. Don’t let a single day go by
without telling your loved ones, be it wife, husband, children,
parents or even friends, that you love them. Treasure them.
May God bless you and know that He has you in all things
every day. Unl next month, Be Blessed!
—Chaplain Pete and LiCle Luther

ADVENT OFFERING UPDATE
During the three Advent services in December,
oﬀerings were collected to go towards the Guatemala Water Project and our St. Paul Food Pantry Ministry. Each of
these recipients received $2,148.46.

Sunday, March 4th
One Service at 10:00 am
Followed by Lunch & Fun at the Gym
We are in the ﬁnal two years of our “Moving the Mountain” Capital
Campaign to eliminate the debt on our Athlec Center and we want
to ﬁnish strong. Let’s all celebrate God’s power in guiding
us to the ﬁnish line! On March 4th, wear your favorite
sports jersey or shirt to church. A+er the 10am
service, there will be food, sports, games, bounce
houses, photo booth and more fun for ALL ages.

What is Lent? It is an opportunity for us to come
to terms with the human condition. We may spend
all year running from or trying to ignore our sinful
side, but Lent is a time of opening our eyes and
hearts to the reality that we are broken in many
ways. When that realization is faced, we are able to
think deeper about our need for Jesus.
To help understand the point of Lent allow me to
challenge you. When I say the word “Idolatry” what do you think of? A little stone
statue of a human figure someone worshipped at some point? Think of the classic
Greek gods like Zeus or Athena? Do you think of the totem poles of the Northwestern people groups? Do you think of Amazon tribes that disappeared centuries
ago? We probably think of one or more of these and we look at our life and say to
ourselves: “I do not struggle with that…next!” and we move on. But idols can be
anything or anyone in our life that we place before God. If we would stop and be
honest with ourselves we would see our hearts are “idol factories” and we turn out
a bunch of idols all the time. Let’s look at a few together.
Control can be an idol. “I am the captain of my ship.” “I am the director of my
destiny.” “If it is to be, it is up to me.” The idea we must have and can have control
over everything is a powerful feeling and an adrenaline rush! Having control over
things is a good desire to have. Self-discipline is not a bad thing. Yet when we
must control everything, there is a price we will pay in feeling often lonely and
overworked. It can lead us to try to control others.
We can make an idol out of comfort. We want less stress and we want
freedom and that search can make us selfish, increase our stress, make us bored
or discontent if it obtained.
Power can become an idol as we chase after success and influence and use
people to reach the goal. We can become angry when we do not obtain power
and once we have it, power can feel like a burden.
Seeking approval of others can become an idol as we seek to please others
yet live in fear of rejection and filled with insecurities. We want to be loved and
accepted but it can drive us to an unhealth co-dependent state.
These are but a few examples of things we can put before God and spend a
lot of time pursuing. Let this time of Lent be a journey where you wrestle with
looking deeply into the mirror and where it comes into conflict with God’s desires
for you. It can be a wonderful season of growth and spiritual maturing.
May God bless that Lenten journey for you this year! —Pastor Andy Ritchie

Wednesday
Lenten Worship
Schedule

Men’s Retreat
February 23-25, 2017
Luther Springs Retreat Center
(Hawthorne, FL)
Marty’s Men and St. Paul Lutheran invite men,
ages 16 and up, to a weekend retreat. Our guest
speaker will be Rev. Roosevelt Gray. Here’s
your chance to get away for a weekend at a
place where men can be men and Christian
brotherhood abounds. More info and registration
available at the Welcome Center in the church.
Contact Scott Loveridge, 863-255-5886.

It’s time to start setting aside your unwanted
treasures in good condition for our next
Rummage Sale. Items can be dropped off
starting Sunday, March 4 and placed on the
stage behind the curtain.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14 “Thy Will Be Done”—Pastor Ritchie
Wednesday, Feb. 21 “God’s Will & My Dreams”—Pastor Harris
Wednesday, Feb. 28 “God’s Will & My Inadequacy”—Pastor Shouse
Wednesday, Mar. 7 “God’s Will & My Response”—Pastor Horsman
Wednesday, Mar. 14 “God’s Will & My Worldview”—Pastor Pfeffer
Wednesday, Mar. 21 “God’s Will & My Identity”—Pastor Ritchie

Thy
Will Be
Done

SPLS Receives Recognition
At the recent Florida Music Educators' Associaon Conference
(FMEA), St. Paul Lutheran School was recognized for the high
percentage of middle school aged students parcipang in music.
This year it is 76%. Of the middle schools recognized, SPLS had the
fourth highest parcipaon rate and was one of only two non-public
schools honored. Congratulaons to music director Daniel Bates and
Ringing Eagles leader Kristel Lehmker for a job well done. We are
also proud of 8th grader Hannah Goodrich who parcipated in the
state Honor Band that performed at the conference last month.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

C= Communion
CG = Community Group
CM = Children’s Ministry
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center
FPU = Financial Peace University
HS = High School
MS = Middle School
SIS = Sisters in Study
VB = Volleyball

OTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, February 11
9:30 AM
Worship Center

4
8:30 WORSHIP - C
9:30 Hmong Bible Study

9:45-10:45 CG & CM
10:45 Hmong Worship

ten47 WORSHIP - C

Wednesday

5
5pm VB Clinic
6-730 FPU
6:15 SIS
6:30 Knitters

6
10:30 Prayer Group

6:30 Trustees

5pm Bells of Joy
6:30 AL-ANON
6:30 Choir

5-7pm HS Youth
5-7pm New Member Cls
7pm Adult Volleyball

11
8:30 WORSHIP -C
9:30 Hmong Bible Study

9:30 VOTERS’ MTG.
9:45-10:45 CG & CM

12
5pm VB Clinic
6-730 FPU
6:15 SIS

13
9am Heritage
10am Prayer Group

11:30 Lunch Bunch
@ Dwayne’s Place
6:30 Lay Ministers

10:45 Hmong Worship

ten47 WORSHIP -C

18
9:30 Hmong Bible Study

9:45-10:45 CG & CM
10:45 Hmong Worship

ten47 WORSHIP -C
5-7pm HS Youth
7pm Adult Volleyball

19
NO SCHOOL
ECEC & KID’s
CLUB OPEN

6pm Church Properties

6:30 Men’s Bible Study

8
7:15am Men's Group
6:30 Katie’s Ladies
@ Ruby Tuesdays
6:30 Men’s Bible Study
7pm Marty’s Men

5pm VB Clinic
6-730 FPU
6:15 SIS
6:30 Knitters

25

10:30 Prayer Group
6:30 School Board
.
MARCH
Newsletter articles due.

26

16

9:45 CHAPEL ECEC

8am Grandparent’s
Day

6:30 Theology Pub

8:25 CHAPEL PK-8

27

5-9pm MS Youth

7-9pm Big Band
Dance Fundraiser

9:30 Hmong Bible Study

5pm VB Clinic
6-730 FPU
6:15 SIS

10:30 Prayer Group

5pm Bells of Joy
6pm Confirmation

7pm Adult Volleyball

22
7:15am Men's Group
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

28
8:25 CHAPEL K-8

5-7pm HS Youth

17
10am Koffee Klutch

23
Men’s Retreat @
Luther Springs

24
Men’s Retreat @
Luther Springs

6:30 AL-ANON
7:30 Choir

9am Heritage

ten47 WORSHIP -C

9am Confirmation
Retreat

6:30 Lent Service

12pm Esther Circle

10:45 Hmong Worship

6pm Confirmation
Retreat

5pm Bells of Joy
6pm Confirmation

8:30 WORSHIP -C
9:45-10:45 CG & CM

10
9-12 Eternity
Workshop

15

21
8:25 CHAPEL K-8
9:15 CHAPEL PK
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC

9
8:15 PTO Meeting

7:15am Men's Group

6:30 ASH WEDS.
SERVICE w/C

20
9am Heritage

3
9-12 Touch A Truck
Outreach Event

5:30 CancerCare

7pm Adult Volleyball

8:30 WORSHIP -C

2
5-9pm MS Youth

9:15 CHAPEL PK
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC

7:30 Choir

5-7pm HS Youth

Saturday

1

14
5pm Bells of Joy
6pm Confirmation
6:30 AL-ANON

Friday

7:15am Men's Group

7
8:25 CHAPEL K-8
9:15 CHAPEL PK
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC

9am Heritage

Thursday

6:30 Lent Service
6:30 AL-ANON
7:30 Choir

You want to make a difference by reaching
more people in your community with the Gospel and
connecting them to Jesus. Join us at the upcoming
Florida-Georgia District O2 event and help us
define a Mission Map specifically for our community.
Make a difference by intentionally working together to
raise up 10 new ministries by 2021.
March 17th
If you have a passion to reach those outside the
Holy Trinity Lutheran
church,
please talk with Pastor Andy or Pastor
3712 W. El Prado Blvd.
Ron about joining us for this O2 event.
Tampa

SPLS GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
Friday, February 16 @ 8:00am
Grandparents of our school children will enjoy a light
breakfast, participate in Chapel, visit the classroom for
interactive fun and join with other grandparents and
students for some group activities.
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3rd

Saturday, February
9:00am-12:00pm

Bring your family and friends to a Touch a Truck event
here on our St. Paul campus
We will have many cool, interesting, fun interactive modes of
transportation for you to see, touch, hear and learn about—
• fire truck
• semi-truck
• tractors
• boats
• sanitation vehicle
• law enforcement vehicle and more
Drica’s Food Truck
will also be here

BIG BAND DANCE FUNDRAISER
for St Paul’s School Music Education Program

Friday, February 16
7:00-9:00pm
Fellowship Center
$5 Donation per person
♦18 piece Dance Band with music from
the 40’s through the 70’s
♦A Dance for all generations

♦Come and enjoy doing the swing, waltz,
polka, latin, fox trot, line dancing, etc.
♦Benefits St. Paul Lutheran School’s
music program

