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Staff Directory

Reception Annette Krause
Lisa Capobianco
kolbe@stmaxchurch.org

x 100

SecRetaRy 
to the paStoR

Sarah Ruffing
sruffing@stmaxchurch.org

x 102

paStoR Jarlath Dolan
jarlath@stmaxchurch.org

x 103

Deacon John Kruer
dcnjohn@stmaxchurch.org

x 104

Deacon Chris Laliberte
chris@stmaxchurch.org

x 151

DiRectoR of 
faith foRmation

Amy Laliberte
amy@stmaxchurch.org

x 152

LituRgy & paStoRaL 
cooRDinatoR

Polly Toohey
polly@stmaxchurch.org

x 110

DiRectoR of muSic Paul Fagundes
paul@stmaxchurch.org

BuSineSS manageR Catherine Brauer
cathy@stmaxchurch.org

x 101

pReSchooL DiRectoR Paula Kruer
pkkorner@stmaxchurch.org

x 114

o’ReiLLy haLL 
cooRDinatoR

Lisa Capobianco
lisa@stmaxchurch.org

x 136

gift Shop manageR Maryann Kleinman
stmaxgifts@gmail.com

x 111

Parish Information

Phone: 818-991-3915 Fax: 818-991-7152
www.stmaxchurch.org kolbe@stmaxchurch.org

After Hours Emergencies Only:
818-991-3915 ext 9

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday

9:00 am–12:30 pm & 1:30 pm–5:30 pm
Friday

9:00 am–12:30 pm
WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday & Friday
8:30 am

Tuesday & Wednesday
7:00 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45–4:30 pm

SICK CALLS
Call the Parish Office at any time.

COMMUNION TO THE SICK
Ray and Stephanie Donckels, 805-495-9383

FUNERALS:
Sarah Ruffing x102

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sundays of every month by appointment only.

Pre-Baptismal classes required,
held the second Sunday of every other month at 12:15 pm.

Please call office.
WEDDINGS: Polly Toohey x110

Minimum six months advance notice required.

WHO DO YOU CALL?
 ◆ PARISH CALENDAR ◆ WEBSITE

◆ WEDDINGS ◆ SPOKEN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements must be in two weeks prior to date.

Polly Toohey: 818-991-3915 x 110
polly@stmaxchurch.org

BULLETIN
Articles must be in two weeks prior to publication.

Kay Hudson: 818-991-3915
bulletin@stmaxchurch.org
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Building a Youth Ministry Team, Youth 2 The 
Max High School nights, Max Pax Junior High 
nights, Service Projects at the parish and out in the 
community, The Passion Play, summer week-long 
mission trips, camping trips, beach trips, hikes, 
day retreats, weekend retreats...planning meetings 
full of giggles, times of tears and hugs, listening 
to worried and stressed parents, celebrating with 
families...Women’s Tea, funerals, graduations, 
weddings, Confirmations, First Reconciliations, First 
Communions, baptisms and anointing of the sick... 
I have enjoyed 8 blessed years at St. Maximilian Kolbe.

I thank God for bringing me here, for all of the people 
I’ve been blessed to meet and for all of the experiences 
I will treasure in my heart.

He has now led me to serve at St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
in Santa Clarita as their Director of Family Faith 
Formation. Please keep me in your prayers as I make 
the transition and know that I will keep the parish 
of St. Maximilian Kolbe in my prayers, asking God to 
keep you close to Him and each other as you continue 
to step forward in faith. As the second reading today 
reminds us, we are one body, the Church and we are 
called to one hope in one Lord! Blessings to us.

Goodbyes are never easy, and this one is no different—
especially since for the past five years you have filled me 
with love and faith. The gifts and talents that make up the 
parish of St Maximilian Kolbe I will keep close to my heart.

When I arrived, you offerred a blank canvas and your 
trust—together we have enjoyed a growing and vibrant 
music ministry: joining our voices together each week 
with the choir, founding our Youth Music Ensemble and 
Jr. Choristers, and preparing liturgies that truly transform. 
I am thankful for the grace you have fostered and the 
opportunity to live my vocation as a music minister.

Personally, you have warmly embraced my family— 
especially our son Leland. As the site of his baptism, 
St Max will always hold a sacramental place in our hearts.

In a few weeks, my time at St Max will arrive at its final 
cadence. August 9 will be the Sunday of my last masses.

With no specific plans—I will be involved with events and 
projects in the archdiocese. This will keep me on the path 
of service and worship whilst I seek a new post. I have 
recently completed certification in Advanced Pastoral 
Liturgy at LMU and the seminar coursework for national 
certification in Youth Ministry. I am excited to continue to 
serve the faithful and build up God's universal church.

United in song, we pray together in thanks for continued 
blessings of peace and light.

Laura Diaz

“…one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism…” 

Ephesians 4:4–5

Merrick McMahon

Fare thee well...
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Did you know that Fray Junípero had a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary?  At 
the age of 36 he arrived in Vera Cruz and traveled by foot to Mexico City to dedicate 
his mission vocation at the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe; there he asked her for the 
grace to open the hearts of the colonizers and indigenous peoples. The image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was and has been present in the twenty-one missions since their 
founding. Since then, Our Lady of Guadalupe has become, in fact, the Patroness of the 
whole American continent. 

Blessed Junípero Serra 
will be canonized on September 23, 2015 

during a Mass in Washington, DC.

Interesting Facts about Junípero Serra

Sooner of later, as they plan their wedding liturgy, a couple 
will receive some advice about a “unity candle.” They 

need one, they are told (at great expense); it is a tradition; it 
is what Catholics have always done. Not so. In the last thirty 
years or so, the custom has enjoyed wide popularity in the 
United States. It has never been officially part of our liturgy, 
and it exists in tension with some of our core symbols. 
Usually there are two smaller candles and one larger one 
to be lit from the smaller. Large candles in our tradition 
always mean Christ, and smaller ones are always tokens of 
our baptismal candle. If the candles are meant for a kind 
of renewal of baptismal vows, then the meaning is clearer, 
yet this is seldom the understanding. Why, then, are those 
smaller candles extinguished?
 It’s hard to tell where these pesky candles came 
from. Some suggest that the Presbyterian Church, which 
has a very lean wedding liturgy, introduced them as an 
option for extending a short service. Generally, it’s been 
experienced as a “photo opportunity” rather than a genuine 
liturgical ritual. The “unity candle,” a recent invention 
rather than an authentic tradition, has not been approved 
as an adaptation to our rite, and it is to be hoped that it will 
gradually disappear from view

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures from our Tradition

The St. Michael's Outreach ministry will be collecting 
school supplies for St. Michael's School beginning 

August 1.
Supplies being collected include:

reams of copy paper (greatest need)

pens & markers crayons

pencils watercolours

construction paper glue bottles/sticks

notebook paper children's scissors

Supplies can be dropped off at the parish breezeway 
through August 23. 

Please contact Eric or Brandie Pryor 
at 805-657-0160 with any questions

St. Michael's School Supply Drive
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Reflecting on God’s Word
Unlike mortals, angels do not die. Nor do they need 
to eat or drink. Without corruptible bodies, they live 
eternally with God. But the psalm for today describes the 
manna that the Israelites ate in the desert as "the bread 
of angels" (78:25). As the first reading tells us, it seemed 
to them that it came down from heaven every night. 
Through the manna, God gave them life when death 
seemed imminent. Through the manna, their faith in 
God's eternal care for them was revived. 
In the case of the Israelites, they received life by eating 
the bread from heaven. And the life they were given 
allowed them to believe. In the case of the disciples of 
Jesus it's the other way around. We must believe in Jesus 
as "the true bread from heaven" (John 6:32) in order to 
receive the eternal life that he provides.

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Mon Jul 27 8:30 am Teresa Vairo†
Tue Jul 28 7:00 am Bill Yumbar Sr.†

Ruth Preston†
Wed Jul 29 7:00 am Andy Spence†

Fri Jul 31 8:30 am John Donoghue†
Sat Aug 1 5:00 pm Gianna Vitagliano†

Michael Taylor†
Sun Aug 2 7:30 am Kathleen Grainger†

9:00 am Joseph Giardino†

Vivian Casalino†
11:00 am Elsie Ruffing†

Karon M Maloney†

Mass Intentions

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Exodus 16:2–4, 12–15 
 Epehsians 4:17, 20–24 
 John 6:24–35

Next Sunday 's Readings

What are my “loaves and fish”? What are the humble 
gifts I could place in Jesus’ hands this week to satisfy 
the hunger of my own family and friends, of others 

who until I share are strangers to me?

Question of the Week

Youth Music Ensemble August 9 11:00 am

Music Ministry

The Main Choir & Jr Choristers 
are currently on summer break.

Join Us once AgAin:
Wednesday, July 29, 7:30 pm

St. Max Taize Prayer Service
Come hear the silence.

PRAY, FAST, 
SACRIFICE
The Bishops 
have encouraged 
Catholics to 

participate in a Call to Prayer for Life, Marriage, 
and Religious Liberty. Visit www.Usccb.org/prAy to 
learn more and commit to praying and fasting for 
life, marriage, and religious liberty.
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"The eyes have it!" Spelled a bit differently, this phrase is a 
standard for reporting a positive outcome of a debate. In the act 
of distributing the Holy Eucharist, it means something different: 
that there has been a human connection as the true presence of 
Jesus is being celebrated and distributed.

At the early Sunday Mass where I most often am privileged to 
be a eucharistic minister, I've gotten to know the crowd. People 
sit in the same place week to week. They grow friendly and 
comfortable with each other. At Communion time, as I distribute 
the Eucharist, it has been my effort to engage the eyes of each 
person as she or he accepts the Body or Blood of Christ.

The eye contact, a byproduct of the hand-to-hand encounter 
of giving and receiving the sacrament, conveys to each of us 
that we are in this together, that we are believers. The eyes say 
"Amen" as much as the voice does.

The eye contact also signals that a relationship is present 
between the minister and the communicant, perhaps as friends 
and certainly as part of a believing community of Catholics.

Decades ago, when I was an avid altra boy, it seemed beyond 
imagination that some day I would be invited to touch the sacred 
altar vessels, let alone the consecrated host. As the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council took hold, members of the laity 
were encouraged to take on active roles in the celebration of 
the Eucharist and other parish liturgies. Becoming a eucharistic 
minister has been among the highest of these callings.

I have come to think that there may be something in the blood 
about this ministry (pun intended!). Both of my parents, now 
deceased, my eight siblings and several of their spouses, and my 
wife and I all have elected to take part in this ministry.

Early in the reform years--and sometimes still today--some of 
the faithful were hesitant about receiving the Eucharist from the 
hands of a peer rather than from those of a priest. My father, one 
of the first to become a Communion minister in our parish, liked 
to offer a parable about this concern.

"Suppose the president of a bank called you and told you that 
he had a $10,000 gift check to give you," he posed. "All you had 
to do was come to the bank to receive it. You presented yourself 

at the bank office, and the night watchman, not the president, 
came out with your check. Would you value it any less because 
the president had not delivered it himself?"

Two changes in my parish, both to my liking, have come about 
since I was first commissioned in this ministry in 1985. One 
change is the active inclusion of younger people, including those 
in high school, and of older people, too. It has been wonderful 
to witness teens who are eager to express their devotion to the 
sacrament, especially at school liturgies. Many older Catholics 
have embraced the ministry of bringing Communion to the sick, 
joining their eucharistic service to their ministry of care for the ill 
and homebound.

Another change is the reduction of ceremony to the role of 
eucharistic minister. For years we used to be part of the opening 
procession and sit in the front pew away from our families. Now 
we blend in, conveying the useful message to all that we are just 
like everyone else--and that everyone else here might want to 
think about sharing this ministry.

Each member of the believing community should certainly feel 
invited to take on some such active role in parish liturgy in 
addition to our common duty of actively participating at Mass.

One more suprise is the team spirit that has developed among 
the usual cadre at our Sunday Mass. People appear reliably. 
No one fusses about whether he is distributing the Body or 
the Blood or which station is her lot for that day. All hands 
collaborate for the washing of the vessels after Mass. Our Mass 
captain, Bob, is a model of a humble servant, doing whatever is 
needed, yet eager and willing to teach others what to do rather 
than hoarding tasks.

We each have had the compliment of being asked to serve as 
eucharistic ministers at funerals and holiday liturgies, where 
often a commissioned husband, wife, and sometimes an 
adolescent in the family are invited together to this privileged 
position of service.

The way the assembly receives our ministry convinces me that, 
indeed, both the "eyes" and the "ayes" have it when it comes to 
laypeople's service at the Lord's table.

Feeding the hunger: 
the spirituality of being a communion minister
By Joseph Walsh

Offering Christ's Body and Blood to fellow parishioners 
helps this Catholic find a fuller Communion.
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Helping children problem solve 
through communication

Often the easiest response to complicated conversations 
is a generic one, but these moments can be opportunities 
to help children grow. For example, if a child comes to 
you and tells you that a friend is being left out of social 
activities, you might respond with a question: “Do you 
think there is anything you can do help him/her feel 
more included?” Or if your child comes to you for money 
for social activities, instead of offering a solution, you 
might prompt them to consider ways that they could 
earn money or fundraise on their own. In this way, 
you are not only helping a child find a solution to an 
immediate situation, but also helping them to grow in 
wisdom and prudence. For complete VIRTUS® Article 
and more communication tips email:  jvienna@la-
archdiocese.org

Protecting Our Children 
Did You Know?

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS
Any adult who works with children in the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles must be fingerprinted 
and attend a Virtus® child abuse awareness class. 

Information on child safety 
is located in the breezeway.

Parents: for your children’s safety, please 
accompany them to the restrooms during Mass.
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The Ignatian Volunteer Corps is looking for a few good 
people!
If you have time during the week—one or two days—to 
give in service to others and grow in your faith the Ignatian 
Volunteer Corps needs you!  Your lifetime of experience 
can be turned into service for others
IVC is a Jesuit-sponsored service organization dedicated to 
serving the needs of local people who are poor, working for 
a more just society and growing deeper in Christian faith 
through reflection and prayer. 
Join us for an IVC Information Meeting, Tuesday, July 28 
at St. Peter Claver Church, 5649 Pittman St. Simi Valley at 
7:00 pm.
Contact Anne Hansen, Regional Director at ahansen@
ivcusa.org or visit our website at www.ivcusa.org for 
further information. 

August 1st Deadline
Are you a Catholic Teacher, Nurse, Accountant, 
Administrator, Physician or other professional who has 
always thought about doing mission work?
For 60 years Lay Mission-Helpers and Mission Doctors 
Association have recruited, trained, sent and supported 
Catholic individuals, couples and families to share their 
gifts and live their faith in 36 countries around the 
world.  The four month formation program that begins 
January 2016 is being arranged and there is still time to 
learn more and submit a preliminary application.  There 
will be a Discernment Weekend, September 18–20.  
Applications must be in by August 1st.

www.LayMissionHelpers.org  (213) 368-1870 
www.MissionDoctors.org  (213) 368-1872



Over 25 Years Experience

TILE & MARBLE By Ciro
“One of the Best!” ...LA Magazine

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Italian Trained Craftsman

Install - Repair - Expert Design
Free Estimates - References Available

(818) 704-9830
Ca. St. Lic. #443524 • Bonded • Insured

7765 Desoto, Canoga Park

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees

and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. Deposit of
only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,

Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785
an Official

Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

PROTECTING SENIORS
NATIONWIDE

PUSH               TALK          24/7 HELP

$19.95*/Mo. +
1 FREE MONTH

➢➢No Long-Term Contracts
➢➢Price Guarantee
➢➢American Made

TOLL FREE:
1-877-801-8608

*First Three Months

........... ...........

The Dave Walter Team

Keller Williams WLV Realty

(805) 494-DAVE (3283)

CalBre# 936806

369549 St Maximilian Kolbe Church (B)

Paul DuRoss
Realtor/Parishioner

DRE#00892905

805-418-2572
paul@paulduross.com

Outstanding production and service since 1985

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

MIKE’S
Foreign

Sports Ltd.
Complete German Car

Repair & Service
Quality & Personalized Service

3121 Thousand Oaks Blvd.
Unit 2, Westlake

(805) 379-3880

805-494-4981
818-991-0797

www.toplumbing.com
Complete Plumbing Services

Family Owned
& Local Parishioner

Visa        LIC #993406       MC
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

MANUFACTURER OF
FINE JEWELRY

REPAIRS
DONE ON PREMISES

Parish Member
OAKS MALL

(805) 496-4428

DONATE CLOTHES, FURNITURE,

APPLIANCES & CARS TO THE

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

AND PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDY.
Receive a tax deduction due to our 501(c)(3)

For FREE truck pickup call

800-974-3571
We’re the Honda & Acura

auto experts you can trust!
✓ Service & Repairs

✓ New & Pre-owned Sales

✓ Smog Test & Repair

✓ Rental Cars At Our Location

✓ Free Local Shuttle Service
818.889.0377
805.494.9917 Parishioners

LSF POOL SERVICE
& REPAIR

1st Month Service (FREE)

FULLY INSURED

805-368-9442



Paige Gordon
kw Worldwide

805.750.2105
“I Don’t Sell Homes, I Sell A Lifestyle”

www.paigegordon.com            Cal BRE: 01908944

SOBRINO’S TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
Homes - Apartments - Commercial - Industrial 

Real Estate Termite Reports - Landscape & Turf Treatments

Ray Sobrino, Jr.
President

Lic. #OPR 11245   QAL#131563     
(805) 498-3026 • www.sobrinostermite.com

NO TERMITES

NO TENT

NO MOVE OUT

Selina H. Medina, CPA
(818) 707-1112

www.shmtaxadvisors.com
Business and Personal Tax Preparation

Parishioner

Monday-Friday Saturday Sunday
11am-10pm 10am-10pm 10am-9pm

Breakfast Menu From 10-2 • Regular Menu also Available

818-879-7900
702 Lindero Canyon Rd., Oak Park

• Located in the Oak Park Shopping Plaza •

Hug Home Care Agency

Compassionate Caregivers

CALL TODAY

Christine – 805-222-5085
www.hughomecareagency.net

Local Parishioner Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Christina Ahearn

818-497-5042
Realtor/Parishioner

ahearnc@aol.com

A portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to our parish

WORLD CLASS

CalBRE#01970105

Each Office is independently Owned and 
Operated. This is not meant as a solicitation
if your property is already listed with another
broker.

369549 St Maximilian Kolbe Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Linda Kicker
Realtor - Associate®

CalBRE#00848962

Cell: 818-439-2362

lindajkicker@gmail.com

Parishioner

“Your Trusted
Real Estate Advisor” Owned By a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

BRING THIS COUPON TO
YOUR LOCAL TACO BELL

FOR A FREE
MEDIUM DRINK WITH

ANY $2.00 PURCHASE.



Faith Formation
Elementary Faith Formation

Vacation Bible Camp at St. Max 
is the week of August 3–7, 2015!

All spots are FULL!
God bless all those preparing the 

“base camp” for Everest and all the children 
who will be making the “trek” that week!

Registration forms for all of Faith Formation 
Grades K through 12 

are available in the Breezeway 
on the Faith Formation Office wall. 

Stop by anytime to pick up the forms you need to register 
your children for a blessed Faith Formation season 

beginning in the fall!

Max Pax K Junior High Youth Ministry 
Y2TM K High School Youth Ministry

Everyone AND their families are invited to a special prayer service 
this Wednesday, July 29 beginning at 7:30 pm in the church. 

It is called Taizé—a unique experience involving music, scripture 
and time in silence, all in the beautiful light of many candles. 

We’ll enjoy some ice cream treats in the hall afterwards!
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME: 7:30–8:30 pm THIS WEEK.

This will be pretty amazing so we hope to see you all there!!

Service Project Opportunity: 
Junior High & High Schoolers

Our Vacation Bible School Camp, Everest takes 
work to prepare for and run. If you’d like to 
join in all the fun contact Amy Laliberte at 

extension 152 or amy@stmaxchurch.org to 
sign up to help!


