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Parish Information

Phone: 818-991-3915 Fax: 818-991-7152
www.stmaxchurch.org kolbe@stmaxchurch.org

After Hours Emergencies Only:
818-991-3915 ext 9

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday

9:00 am–12:30 pm & 1:30 pm–5:30 pm
Friday

9:00 am–12:30 pm
WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday & Friday
8:30 am

Tuesday & Wednesday
7:00 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45–4:30 pm

SICK CALLS
Call the Parish Office at any time.

COMMUNION TO THE SICK
Ray and Stephanie Donckels, 805-495-9383

FUNERALS:
Sarah Ruffing x102

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sundays of every month by appointment only.

Pre-Baptismal classes required,
held the second Sunday of every other month at 12:15 pm.

Please call office.
WEDDINGS: Polly Toohey x110

Minimum six months advance notice required.

WHO DO YOU CALL?
 ◆ PARISH CALENDAR ◆ WEBSITE

◆ WEDDINGS ◆ SPOKEN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements must be in two weeks prior to date.

Polly Toohey: 818-991-3915 x 110
polly@stmaxchurch.org

BULLETIN
Articles must be in two weeks prior to publication.

Merrick McMahon: 818-991-3915 x 115
merrick@stmaxchurch.org
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Two hundred twenty-four years ago, not long 
after being ordained the first Catholic bishop 

of the United States, Bishop John Carroll of 
Baltimore wrote a now-famous prayer for the 
nation, to be recited in all his parishes. 

Reading it today, it sounds quaint, not just for 
the language used but also for the ideals it 
expresses. 

Here is the passage dedicated to our nation’s 
lawmakers: “Let the light of Thy divine wisdom 
direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine 
forth in all the proceedings and laws framed for 
our rule and government, so that they may tend 
to the preservation of peace, the promotion of 
national happiness, the increase of industry, 
sobriety, and useful knowledge; and may 
perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty.” 

Midway through the year, we are awash with 
news of violence, racism and mayhem, a military 
mired in at least three conflicts around the world, 
dire economic warnings of another dip into 
recession, a housing market that appears to 
have no bottom, a national debt that seems to 
be spiralling out of control, continued legislative 
and judicial conflicts, the ever-present threat of 
terrorist attacks and a season of destructive and 
deadly natural disasters (accompanied, no less, 
by prophecies of the apocalypse). 

Worse, our public servants at the federal 
level—those tasked with guiding our nation 
toward peace, happiness, industry, sobriety and 
liberty—have been hit with a series of scandals 
among their peers that puts their vocation in a 
pretty poor light. Even discounting the extreme 
examples of philanderers and pathological 
narcissists, our civic leaders as a whole seem 
mired in partisanship, cowing to the pressures of 
special-interest groups, and largely unmindful of 

the concerns and priorities of those outside the 
Washington, D.C., beltway. 

The pessimists among us might be forgiven for 
thinking that America irrevocably has lost its way. 

No doubt the occasion of Independence Day 
2015 is cause less for full-throated celebration 
than somber reflection. 

In that spirit, though, it is worth recalling that 
Bishop Carroll’s prayer was marked by an 
audacity and optimism for which he and his 
fellow new Americans of the time had very 
little cause. The country was, in 1791, by no 
means a sure bet to succeed. It was still riven by 
partisanship, foreign interference, philosophical 
and ideological differences, and governed by 
men who counted among their number not 
just extraordinarily talented visionaries but also 
adulterers, blackmailers and petty egotists—
sometimes combined in the same man. 

The point is not to indulge in cynicism about 
the human condition or the effect of power on 
political leaders, or worse yet, to sink into despair 
about the direction of our country. The point is 
to reflect on the audacity and hopefulness of 
prayerful people who trust God’s goodness and 
providence, and work without discouragement to 
elect the leaders most likely to promote common 
good. And then firmly hold them accountable in 
that task.  

The prayer of America’s first Catholic bishop 
remains as valid today as it was 224 years ago. 

May God bless America. On this Independence 
Day, may he shine his wisdom on our leaders 
and their work, “that they may tend to the 
preservation of peace, the promotion of national 
happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety, and 
useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the 
blessing of equal liberty.”

Freedom for Service
Independence Day offers a good opportunity 
for reflection on our spiritual freedom
Deacon William Ditewig
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Did you know that Native Americans, of course, had their own religion and way of 
life? Some, such as the Luiseno, had a “Christian-like” god named Wiyot, who died 
for his people.  Christianity was not so strange to the Luiseno.  With all his heart, Fray 
Junipero Serra wanted to teach all the Indians of California the Gospel of Love, and, as 
a Christian, to baptize and save them for a heavenly paradise.

Blessed Junípero Serra 
will be canonized on September 23, 2015 

during a Mass in Washington, DC.

Interesting Facts about Junípero Serra

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live  

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 

for justice, love and peace.
Amen

· Pope Francis

Please take a moment to visit 
the "Lost & Found" in the usher 
room or at the front desk of the 

Pastoral Center. Many items 
are accumulating and will soon 

be distributed by one of our 
compassion ministries. 

“I wondered if my heart was big enough 
to love an adopted child as I would my 
biological child. There were also so many 
other variables to consider. We felt we 
had no control, but God reminded us 
again that He is always in control and 
that we could trust in Him.”

— “An Adoption Love Story,” 
http://bit.ly/AdoptionloveStory 

USCCB 2014-15 Respect Life Program
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Reflecting on God’s Word

God describes the people to whom Ezekiel is being
sent as “hard of face and obstinate of heart” (Ezekiel 

2:4). They are a people who have rebelled and revolted 
against God, but still God persists in sending them 
a prophet: this time Ezekiel, last time Jeremiah, the 
time before that Isaiah, all the way back to Samuel and 
Nathan, Elijah and Elisha. Even today, God continues to 
send prophets to soften our faces and make yielding our 
own hearts.
Jesus found hardened faces and stubborn hearts when he 
went to his hometown. Impenetrable seems to be the best 
description. His words could not get through. He was 
proclaiming the kingdom of God, the presence of God 
among them, and they couldn’t hear him. It all depended 
on what they saw and all they saw was the carpenter, 
questioning where he got such wisdom and how he did 
these mighty deeds. He was just the son of Mary! We 
know the family. Go figure.
And then we hear some of the saddest words in the 
Gospel: “So he was not able to perform any mighty deed 
there, apart from curing a few sick people by laying his 
hands on them” (Mark 6:5). Why? Their lack of faith.
So Jesus started a new family. It began with the people 
whom we have been hearing about—the disciples, for all 
their struggles to believe in him right up to the very end, 
but also people like the woman with the hemorrhage, 
Jairus and his daughter, the man lowered through the 
roof, the fellow who had an evil spirit. The list goes on 
and on, down to our own day.
By baptism, we became part of the family, the new family 
whose bond is not based on blood, but on faith. The ever-
recurring question is: Is he able to work any signs among 
us, or is he amazed at our lack of faith?

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Mon Jul 6

Tue Jul 7

Wed Jul 8

Fri Jul 10

Sat Jul 11

8:30 am Varrino Family† 
7:00 am 
7:00 am Sean Suber† 
8:30 am Felipe Burciaga† 
5:00 pm Leo S. Mariol†

George Ponty†
Sun Jul 12 7:30 am Mary Ann & John Sage(si)

9:00 am Carol Jean Khougaz† 
11:00 am 

Mass Intentions

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 7:12–15 

Epehsians 1:3–14 
Mark 6:7–13

Next Sunday 's Readings

How did I respond the last time someone challenged 
my perspectives and prejudices? 

How might Jesus be calling on me, by my own 
“prophetic” vocation, to do the same?

Question of the Week

Youth Music Ensemble July 18 5:00 pm
July 26 11:00 am

August 9 11:00 am

Music Ministry

The Main Choir & Jr Choristers 
are currently on summer break.
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Sunday Donuts
The Sunday Donuts Group is looking for a few families 
to join our team for 2015.  If you have been looking for 
a way to get involved in the St Maximilian community 
but don’t have a lot of time to spare, this may be 
the ideal way to ease your way in and cross off that 
upcoming New Year’s resolution; plus, you get the 
opportunity to meet wonderful new friends in the St 
Max community.  It requires a minimal amount of your 
time; generally just once a month, after the 9am or 
11am mass.  For more information, please contact

David Valentino 
818-370-1555 

djval@sbcglobal.net 
or stop by and see us after the 9 am or 11 am mass.

LAUDATO 
SI’

excerpts from the
encyclical

ON CARE FOR OUR 
COMMON HOME
of the Holy Father

My appeal

13. The urgent challenge to protect our common 
home includes a concern to bring the whole 
human family together to seek a sustainable and 
integral development, for we know that things 
can change. The Creator does not abandon us; 
he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of 
having created us. Humanity still has the ability 
to work together in building our common home. 
Here I want to recognize, encourage and thank 
all those striving in countless ways to guarantee 
the protection of the home which we share. 
Particular appreciation is owed to those who 
tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects of 
environmental degradation on the lives of the 
world’s poorest. Young people demand change. 
They wonder how anyone can claim to be 
building a better future without thinking of the 
environmental crisis and the sufferings of the 
excluded.

14. I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue 
about how we are shaping the future of our 
planet. We need a conversation which includes 
everyone, since the environmental challenge we 
are undergoing, and its human roots, concern 
and affect us all. The worldwide ecological 
movement has already made considerable 
progress and led to the establishment of 
numerous organizations committed to raising 
awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, 
many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the 
environmental crisis have proved ineffective, 
not only because of powerful opposition but 
also because of a more general lack of interest. 
Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of 
believers, can range from denial of the problem 
to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind 
confidence in technical solutions. We require 
a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops 
of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s 
talents and involvement are needed to redress 
the damage caused by human abuse of God’s 
creation”. All of us can cooperate as instruments 
of God for the care of creation, each according 
to his or her own culture, experience, 
involvements and talents.
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Help children be aware 
of unhealthy behavior among others

Children have more opportunities to be out of your 
immediate sight during the summer. It’s important 
to remind your child that if another child or adult – 

including people they know and trust – try to touch them 
inappropriately they should: Say NO and GET AWAY 

from any person or situation that makes them feel scared, 
uncomfortable or confused. Tell them to TRUST THEIR 
FEELINGS and be sure to TELL a trusted adult. And it’s 
never too late to tell a trusted adult what happened. For 
a copy of the article called “Know the Rules…Summer 

Safety Tips to Teach Children” from the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 

email: jvienna@la-archdiocese.org

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS
Any adult who works with children in the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles must be fingerprinted 
and attend a Virtus® child abuse awareness class. 

Information on child safety 
is located in the breezeway.

Parents: for your children’s safety, please 
accompany them to the restrooms during Mass.

Protecting Our Children 
Did You Know?

Family Movie Night
Friday, July 17, 7:00pm

O’Reilly Hall
All are invited!
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Faith Formation

www.masstimes.org

www.thecatholicdirectory.com

It’s summertime, but don’t take a vacation from God! 
Visit the websites above to find a Catholic church and their Mass times while on vacation. 

Explore the different churches out there and allow the Son to shine on you and your families!

Elementary Faith Formation
Vacation Bible Camp at St. Max 

is the week of August 3–7, 2015!
Don’t miss out experiencing “Everest” 

and having fun growing in faith this summer! 
Registration forms are available in the Faith 

Formation Office for participants 
and also youth and adult volunteers 

"Everest" Vacation Bible Camp will fill up quickly— 
don’t miss this opportunity to register!

Service Project Opportunity ~ Junior High & High Schoolers

Many Mansions Food Share – Saturday, July 11, 9–11 am 
Hacienda Los Feliz located at 2096 Los Feliz in Thousand Oaks.

Come sort, bag and deliver food supplies to the residents of two of the many mansions apartments 
that have become a home for the homeless. Knock on doors and smile as you give the bags of 

food to those in need! E-mail Laura Diaz at ldiaz@stmaxchurch.org by Wednesday, July 8 to sign up. 
We will accept the first 10 youth...don’t miss out!

Registration forms for all of Faith Formation Grades 1 through 12 
are available in the Breezeway on the Faith Formation Office wall. 

Stop by anytime to pick up the forms you need to register your children 
for a blessed Faith Formation season beginning in the fall!

Max Pax K Junior High Youth Ministry & Y2TM K High School Youth Ministry
You AND your families are invited to a special prayer service: 

Wednesday, July 8 at 7:30 pm in the church. It is called Taizé. It is a unique experience involving music, 
scripture readings and lots of candlelight. We’ll enjoy some ice cream treats in the hall afterwards! 

PLEASE NOTE THE TIME: 7:30–8:30 pm THIS WEEK.
This will be pretty amazing so we hope to see you all there!!

Service Project Opportunity: 
Junior High & High Schoolers

Everest Vacation Bible School Camp is the first 
week of August. We have the month of July to 

make St. Max into a winter-wonderland! 
Sign up to help Amy Laliberte with the prep 
work by completing the Everest Volunteer 

form available in the Breezeway on the Faith 
Formation wall. Work days will be 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays in July, 
10 am to Noon.

You choose what days you want to come help 
and sign up! Questions? E-mail Amy Laliberte: 

amy@stmaxchurch.org.
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TILE & MARBLE By Ciro
“One of the Best!” ...LA Magazine

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Italian Trained Craftsman

Install - Repair - Expert Design
Free Estimates - References Available

(818) 704-9830
Ca. St. Lic. #443524 • Bonded • Insured

7765 Desoto, Canoga Park

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees

and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. Deposit of
only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,

Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785
an Official

Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

SPACE AVAILABLE
To Advertise Here ... Contact

(800) 231-0805
Lisa Barker 
barkerl@jspaluch.com

Elizabeth Zambrano
zambranoe@jspaluch.com

Following Jesus Every Day:Following Jesus Every Day:
GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING

Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including

a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and

a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent

and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm

Paluch Partners - a simple way for you to partner
with service providers who support your parish
through their sponsorship of the parish bulletin.

Easily access your parish’s latest bulletin
and all the sponsors who advertise.

Their contribution allows parish bulletin
communication to be free of charge

for your parish. Support them by taking
advantage of the services they provide.

www.PALUCHPARTNERS.com
369549 St Maximilian Kolbe Church (B)

Paul DuRoss
Realtor/Parishioner

DRE#00892905

805-418-2572
paul@paulduross.com

Outstanding production and service since 1985

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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OAKS MALL
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We’re the Honda & Acura

auto experts you can trust!
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✓ New & Pre-owned Sales

✓ Smog Test & Repair

✓ Rental Cars At Our Location

✓ Free Local Shuttle Service
818.889.0377
805.494.9917 Parishioners

800-566-6150  •  www.wlpmusic.com

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Designed to be

through 2030Your Personal

Prayer Companion

LSF POOL SERVICE
& REPAIR

1st Month Service (FREE)

FULLY INSURED

805-368-9442



Paige Gordon
kw Worldwide

805.750.2105
“I Don’t Sell Homes, I Sell A Lifestyle”
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www.shmtaxadvisors.com
Business and Personal Tax Preparation
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Monday-Friday Saturday Sunday
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818-879-7900
702 Lindero Canyon Rd., Oak Park

• Located in the Oak Park Shopping Plaza •

PROTECTING SENIORS
NATIONWIDE

PUSH               TALK          24/7 HELP

$19.95*/Mo. +
1 FREE MONTH

➢➢No Long-Term Contracts
➢➢Price Guarantee
➢➢American Made

TOLL FREE:
1-877-801-8608

*First Three Months

........... ...........
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Ray Sobrino, Jr.
President
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NO MOVE OUT
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DONATE CLOTHES, FURNITURE,
APPLIANCES & CARS TO THE

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
AND PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDY.

Receive a tax deduction due to our 501(c)(3)

For FREE truck pickup call

800-974-3571

The Dave Walter Team

Keller Williams WLV Realty

(805) 494-DAVE (3283)

CalBre# 936806

Linda Kicker
Realtor - Associate®

CalBRE#00848962

Cell: 818-439-2362

lindajkicker@gmail.com

Parishioner

“Your Trusted
Real Estate Advisor” Owned By a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Mission is different today . . .
. . . check us out with

FREE VIDEO LOAN

Write:
Columban Fathers

Box 10
St. Columbans, NE 68056

BRING THIS COUPON TO
YOUR LOCAL TACO BELL

FOR A FREE
MEDIUM DRINK WITH

ANY $2.00 PURCHASE.



Originating in France, Taizé prayer consists of chants, 
reflective music, as well as a period of silence.

Come pray with us in the style of Taizé at St. Max 
and experience this forty-five minute service offering a mid-week 

break and time to sit in God’s presence.

Pause your busy week 
and come hear what silence sounds like.

Wednesday, July 8, 7:30 pm

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Taizé Prayer Service




