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Staff Directory
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Deacon John Kruer
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cooRDinatoR of 
faith foRmation

Amy Laliberte
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x 152

LituRgy & paStoRaL 
cooRDinatoR

Polly Toohey
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x 110

DiRectoR of muSic 
& evangeLization, and 
faciLitieS cooRDinatoR

Merrick McMahon
merrick@stmaxchurch.org
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DiRectoR of muSic Paul Fagundes
paul@stmaxchurch.org

BuSineSS manageR Catherine Brauer
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x 101

pReSchooL DiRectoR Paula Kruer
pkkorner@stmaxchurch.org

x 114

o’ReiLLy haLL 
cooRDinatoR

Lisa Capobianco
lisa@stmaxchurch.org

x 136

gift Shop manageR Maryann Kleinman
stmaxgifts@gmail.com

x 111

Parish Information

Phone: 818-991-3915 Fax: 818-991-7152
www.stmaxchurch.org kolbe@stmaxchurch.org

After Hours Emergencies Only:
818-991-3915 ext 9

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday

9:00 am–12:30 pm & 1:30 pm–5:30 pm
Friday

9:00 am–12:30 pm
WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday & Friday
8:30 am

Tuesday & Wednesday
7:00 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45–4:30 pm

SICK CALLS
Call the Parish Office at any time.

COMMUNION TO THE SICK
Ray and Stephanie Donckels, 805-495-9383

FUNERALS:
Sarah Ruffing x102

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sundays of every month by appointment only.

Pre-Baptismal classes required,
held the second Sunday of every other month at 12:15 pm.

Please call office.
WEDDINGS: Polly Toohey x110

Minimum six months advance notice required.

WHO DO YOU CALL?
 ◆ PARISH CALENDAR ◆ WEBSITE

◆ WEDDINGS ◆ SPOKEN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements must be in two weeks prior to date.

Polly Toohey: 818-991-3915 x 110
polly@stmaxchurch.org

BULLETIN
Articles must be in two weeks prior to publication.

Merrick McMahon: 818-991-3915 x 115
merrick@stmaxchurch.org
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Friends of Life,

Thanks to your hard work, SB 128, the bill that would legalize physician assisted 
suicide in CA, has been pulled from the Assembly Health Committee agenda!

Without enough support to pass, today's vote on SB 128 has been postponed. Find 
more information at www.AHArdPill.org

This is very good news. It means our legislative visits, phone calls, and emails are 
working. Legislators have heard negative feedback from so many constituents that 
they are beginning to have serious doubts about assisted suicide—even some who 
were expected to support this legislation.

To those who have been part of visits, made phone calls, and sent emails, thank you 
for your hard work!

The battle is far from over.

Though the bill has been pulled, it is not dead.

While the committee reschedules, proponents of the bill will be mounting 
increasing pressure on our Assembly members to vote in favor of SB 128.

Now, more than ever, our Assembly members need to hear from YOU, 
urging a NO vote on SB 128.

Let those who are opposing the bill know they have your support, and let those 
supporting it know why this is such bad legislation for CA!

Visit ahardpill.org to reach out to your Assembly member through both email 
and phone call! 

Why oppose SB 128?
 Ü  Sends the Wrong Message:  Legalizing suicide for the terminally ill, while 

discouraging it for the rest of the population, teaches that the lives of the ill 
and disabled do not matter to our society.

 Ü Will Worsen Patient Care: Patients in other states, like Barbara Wagner in 
Oregon, are being denied treatment prescribed by their doctors, and instead 
offered drugs for assisted suicide.

 Ü Will Increase Non-Terminal Suicide Rates: Suicides skyrocket when assisted 
suicide is legalized. Oregon's suicide rate for non-terminal people increased 
49% after assisted suicide became legal.
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Did you know when Fray Junipero Serra arrived in Vera Cruz, horses and mules could 
have taken the missionaries to Mexico City?  But Fray Junípero said that he preferred 
to walk. It was a rule of the Franciscan order that friars could not ride a horse, as it 
was considered a luxury, unless they were sick or injured. After many days of walking, 
one of Father Serra’s legs became swollen, blistered, and badly infected.  Still, he kept 
walking.

Blessed Junípero Serra 
will be canonized on September 23, 2015 

during a Mass in Washington, DC.

Interesting Facts about Junípero Serra

Project Response 
a Compassion Ministry at St. Max

On Saturday June 20, Project Response volunteers 
distributed thousands of items of food, clothing, school 
supplies, baby and household items torepresentatives 
from Angel's Way, the Homeless Breakfast, Heart to 
Heart, Conejo Pregnancy Center, Guadalupe Center, 
MANNA, Many Mansions, Sarah's House, and Kids and 
Families Together (another new one for us).

We collected a particularly large amount of baby 
supplies, including diapers, much appreciated by the 
agencies who support mothers and their children (such 
as Angel's Way and Conejo Pregnancy Center).

We also had a great response from the parish to 
our request for items to be taken to the Crib House 
Orphanage in Tijuana, as shown in the attached 
picture).  The backpacks and clothing for First 
Communion were particularly appreciated.  Thanks to 
all who contributed to this special mission.

Thank you to all who participated in this visible 
Compassion Ministry at St. Max, reaching out to those 
in need both nearby and afar, and sharing from the 
many gifts that we have all received from God.

We don't yet have dates for our 2015/2016 
distributions.

...Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of Mine, you did for Me.. (Mark 25:40)

Come be in the presence of Christ!
Eucharistic adoration will take place next Friday, 

July 3, following morning mass until Noon.
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Reflecting on God’s Word
These two stories are quite touching, perhaps because 
they involve so much touching—forbidden touching, as 
a matter of fact. The father starts it off by falling at Jesus’ 
feet and begging Jesus to help his dying daughter: “Come 
lay your hands on her that she may get well and live” 
(Mark 5:23). Only touching her will do.
Then as Jesus is passing through the crowd, a woman 
suddenly appears on the scene, reaching out to Jesus 
and saying to herself: “If I but touch his clothes, I shall 
be cured” (5:28). Jesus knows immediately that he’s been 
touched: “Who has touched my clothes?” he asks (5:30). 
And the disciples wryly observe that the crowd is . . . well, 
crowding him . . . so how can you ask “Who touched 
me?” 
It is important to remember that because the woman was 
bleeding, a condition that made her “unclean” according 
to the law of Moses, her touch would have made Jesus 
unclean. However, her touching Jesus has the opposite 
effect: the bleeding stops and she is made clean once 
again. 
When word comes that the little girl is dead, Jesus calls 
on the father to set aside fear and put on faith. Arriving 
at the house, Jesus goes in and takes the child by the hand 
and says, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” (Mark 5:41). 
Sixteen times in Mark’s Gospel Jesus touches or takes 
someone by the hand. She does arise and he tells them 
to bring her some food. Again, touching her would have 
made Jesus unclean, but instead his touch cleanses her of 
death’s hold.
Two desperate people—a dying girl and a bleeding 
woman. Jesus touches them and they both touch him—
the woman through her own faith, the little girl through 
the faith of her father. It seems that healing depends on a 
flow between healer and the one being healed. The great 
news is that God allows a proxy.

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Mon Jun 29 8:30 am Kerry Ann Sauner†
Tue Jun 30 7:00 am Kathleen Harris†

Wed Jul 1 7:00 am Richard D Chivaroli†
Fri Jul 3 8:30 am Vincent Valente

Norman Webb†
Sat Jul 4 5:00 pm John & Ann Scmitt†

CJ Khougo†
Sun Jul 5 7:30 am Sean Suber†

9:00 am John Canfield†
11:00 am Virginia Tarp

Mass Intentions

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Ezekiel 2:2–5 
 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 
 Mark 6:1–6

Next Sunday 's Readings

Is there a situation in my life or in the life of a friend or 
family member that is considered hopeless? How can I 
obey Jesus’ advice, “Do not be afraid; just have faith”?

Question of the Week

Youth Music Ensemble July 18 5:00 pm
July 26 11:00 am

August 9 11:00 am

Music Ministry

The Main Choir & Jr Choristers 
are currently on summer break.
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At first there is fidgeting. And clearing of throats. Legs crossed 
and uncrossed, positions shifted. But slowly the silence 

descends, and there is stillness. For 15 whole minutes, hundreds of 
teenagers and young adults are alone-together-with their thoughts 
and with their God.
Then one of 70 monks in white robes kneeling down the middle of 
the warehouse-like chapel begins to sing: "Jesus, remember me/
When you come into your kingdom. Jesus, remember me/When 
you come into your kingdom." Now the entire congregation is 
chanting this prayerful plea, their accents revealing that, for most 
of them, English is not their first language. Earlier in the prayer 
service, they sang simple songs in French, German, Spanish, and 
Latin: "Mon âme se repose," "Bleibet hier," "Padre nuestro," "Ubi 
caritas."

It is this music for which the monastery at Taizé, France is perhaps 
best known in the United States. Some parishes use it during Mass; 
a growing number host weekly or monthly "Taizé prayer services," 
modeled on the thrice daily community prayer at the monastery.
But the music is just a small piece of the Taizé experience. The 
ecumenical monastery, founded in 1949 and dedicated to 
reconciliation among all people but particularly among Christians, 
has become one of the world's most popular pilgrimage sites 
for young people. The monks' open, nonjudgmental attitude, 
the monastery's setting in the idyllic French countryside, and 
an increasing hunger for silence and spirituality have made it 
attractive to hundreds of thousands of pilgrims from all around the 
world and from a variety of religious backgrounds.
Today a second generation of pilgrims is coming to Taizé; some of 
their parents even met here. Visitors typically stay for one week, 
living in simple, rustic barracks or tents, participating in community 
prayer and Bible study, and contributing to the community life 
through an assigned job. If you're lucky, it's not cleaning toilets.
"Nothing really extraordinary happens here, even though a lot of 
people have extraordinary stories and experiences," says 29-year-
old Ryan Andersen of Calgary, Canada, who returned to Taizé for the 
second time after finishing graduate school. "It's really just routine, 
but that routine brings richness. Young people are struggling 
with their faith-that's why they end up here. It's a place to reflect. 
Something about being silent teaches you."
That routine begins at 8 am with a simple breakfast of tea, bread, 

Sunday Donuts
The Sunday Donuts Group is looking for a few families 
to join our team for 2015.  If you have been looking for 
a way to get involved in the St Maximilian community 
but don’t have a lot of time to spare, this may be 
the ideal way to ease your way in and cross off that 
upcoming New Year’s resolution; plus, you get the 
opportunity to meet wonderful new friends in the St 
Max community.  It requires a minimal amount of your 
time; generally just once a month, after the 9am or 
11am mass.  For more information, please contact

David Valentino 
818-370-1555 

djval@sbcglobal.net 
or stop by and see us after the 9 am or 11 am mass.

French Connection
by Heidi Schlumpf

In Burgundy's wine country, young people find peace and perspective on retreat at a monastery in Taize.
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and a small bit of chocolate, followed by morning prayer. Visitors 
are then assigned to small groups for study and sharing led by one 
of the monks. Then it's time for prayer again and lunch. Afternoons 
are free, and many spend the time in silence in "The Source," a 
section of the grounds with paths, a lake, and plenty of nature. 
Before you know it, it's time for dinner (perhaps some lentil stew 
and crusty bread with a bowl for water from the tap) and evening 
prayer.
Global gathering
After evening prayer, the rule of silence applies everywhere-
everywhere except "Oyak," a snack shop/bar at the edge of the 
grounds open for a few hours each night. It's here that visitors can 
buy a hamburger to supplement that simple dinner, or grab a beer 
and chat with others they have met during the day. Though some 
come to Taizé in groups, many arrive solo.
Oyak is a veritable mini-United Nations, with people from nearly 
every continent mingling. Aidan Bartlett, 21, of England is joking 
with an American about the BBC television show The Office. His 
father is an Anglican minister, but he came to Taizé after hearing 
about the founder's slaying last year. "I needed an escape and a 
place where I had time to myself. I've been going through a rough 
time and asking a lot of questions," says Bartlett, who is planning 
an extended stay of several months. "Being here has reaffirmed my 
faith. And it has settled me down quite a bit," he adds with a smile, 
then turns to make plans to meet an attractive young woman later.
Seventeen-year-old Thomas Vincent-Sweet of France has been 
coming to Taizé all his life, first with his family and now alone 
before heading off to college. "My favorite part of Taizé is meeting 
so many other young people, people who are from all over and 
speak different languages," he says. He has made friends from the 
United States, New Zealand, Germany, Poland, and South Africa. "I 
even fell in love here," he shares, although the young woman from 
Sweden is now engaged to someone else.
Many of the pilgrims are facing transitions in their lives. Andrew 
Pickard, 22, of Australia is considering whether to play cricket 
professionally in England. His parents brought him to Taizé when 
he was 6; now he has returned for a six-month stay. "Although it 
looks like there is not a lot of freedom here, there really is freedom 
because this is an open-minded place. There's freedom in the 
soul," he says. "There are expectations about how you engage with 

the community but not expectations about what you should or 
shouldn't be doing with your life. You are just encouraged to be 
real. You're not condemned or judged.
"We are all wrestling with things," he adds. "But here you ask the 
questions instead of just going on with your life. You go below the 
surface, rather than just do what you're told to do. You can listen to 
the Spirit."
Be still and know
This openness to searching and doubt is a hallmark of Taizé and 
comes directly from the monastery's founder, Brother Roger. 
"Young people don't always have the words for it, but there's a 
searching inside. Too often we adults interpret their silence as 
indifference to faith," says Brother Emile, a monk originally from 
Canada. "At Taizé, they see others searching. And they know it's a 
place where you can search with freedom; they're not asked for 
results. You can come as you are, with your questions and doubts. 
They can ground themselves in the rhythm of the place."
That rhythm is centered around prayer, especially the common 
prayer three times a day. "The goal of Taizé is the possibility of 
meeting with God," says Brother Jose-Ramon of Puerto Rico. "That 
encounter takes place most of the time in prayer, so we spend a 
lot of time praying. Prayer is the space where God welcomes us. 
With God there is no misunderstanding. God understands every 
language, including silence."
For 21st-century young adults who are rarely disconnected from 
their iPods or cell phones, the idea of a week-or more-filled with so 
much silence can seem overwhelming but ultimately refreshing. 
"I'm not used to so much silence, and at first it was unsettling," 
admits Vincent-Sweet of France. "But then you discover how to use 
it. The songs are so meditative, they put you in a trance. Sometimes 
you fall asleep. But I've learned to pray during the silence."
Krystle Martinez, 21, is traveling with a group from Schreiner 
University, a Presbyterian college in Texas. She graduated last 
year and now works for the San Antonio Police Department and 
is president of the Catholic young adult group at the school. "I 
normally don't have time for silence," she says. "This is something 
completely different, something I've never experienced before, 
even at Mass. You don't have all the distractions of home. You can 
be yourself and know what you're feeling. You feel yourself in the 
presence of God here. It's sacred space."
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By teaching “total body safety” 
we further efforts to stop abuse

Parents and caregivers should stress that a child’s entire 
body is private and be watchful of adults who might be 

“grooming” a child by constantly tickling, kissing, or 
hugging them. A child will often tell a parent he or she 

does not want to hug or kiss someone – and parents 
should listen and respect their wishes. By teaching “total 
body safety” to adults, children, and young people, we 

are furthering our efforts to stop abuse and to make the 
world a safer place for all of God’s children. For a copy 

of the VIRTUS® article, “Beyond the myth of the bathing 
suit,” email: jvienna@la-archdiocese.org

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS
Any adult who works with children in the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles must be fingerprinted 
and attend a Virtus® child abuse awareness class. 

Information on child safety 
is located in the breezeway.

Parents: for your children’s safety, please 
accompany them to the restrooms during Mass.

Protecting Our Children 
Did You Know?

Family Movie Night
Friday, July 17, 7:00pm

O’Reilly Hall
All are invited!

Farewell to Fr. Leon Hutton, who has been assigned 
pastor at Our Lady of Assumption in Ventura, CA
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Faith Formation

www.masstimes.org
www.thecatholicdirectory.com

It’s summertime, but don’t take a vacation from God! 
Visit the websites above to find a Catholic church 

and their Mass times while on vacation. 
Explore the different churches out there and allow the Son 

to shine on you and your families!

Elementary Faith Formation
Vacation Bible Camp at St. Max 

is the week of August 3–7, 2015!
Don’t miss out experiencing “Everest” and having 

fun growing in faith this summer! Registration forms 
are available in the Faith Formation Office for 

participants and also youth and adult volunteers 
"Everest" Vacation Bible Camp will fill up quickly— 

don’t miss this opportunity to register!

Max Pax ~ Junior High Youth Ministry
The next Max Pax is July 8 from 7–8:30 pm

We hope to see you incoming 7th and 8th Graders there!

Registration forms for all of Faith Formation Grades 1 through 12 
are available in the Breezeway on the Faith Formation Office wall. 

Stop by anytime to pick up the forms you need to register your children 
for a blessed Faith Formation season beginning in the fall!

Youth 2 the Max ~ high School Youth MiniStrY

“Why me?” 
This is an interesting question to think that Pilate may have asked himself 

—you know, the man who sentenced Jesus to be crucified? 
Have you ever found yourself asking this question? Incoming High Schoolers, 

come to O’Reilly Hall from 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 1 and see what you can learn 
from what Pilate chose to do….or chose not to do.
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
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believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

BRING THIS COUPON TO
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FOR A FREE
MEDIUM DRINK WITH

ANY $2.00 PURCHASE.



Originating in France, Taizé prayer consists of chants, 
reflective music, as well as a period of silence.

Come pray with us in the style of Taizé at St. Max 
and experience this forty-five minute service offering a mid-week 

break and time to sit in God’s presence.

Pause your busy week 
and come hear what silence sounds like.

Wednesday, July 8, 7:30 pm

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Taizé Prayer Service




