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CORPUS CHRISTI 
 

I grew up always associating this feast of Corpus Christi (the Body and 
Blood of Christ) with procession. Whilst not totally understanding the reason 
for the feast as a little boy, I always looked forward to it. This was partly  
because everyone will dress up to head out to the streets to show our faith. 
We little kids dressed up as soldiers of Christ (boys) and flower girls (girls). 
The choir brought their musical instruments with them and led the music. 
The priest carried the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance guarded by the 
Knights of the Church. The young people brought their band and it was al-
most like a street carnival. The traffic stopped for us. No one was ashamed 
of doing that (young and old). I am sure that a lot of people would remember 
this experience when they were growing up too. If you would like to  
experience that again, there will be a procession from St Stephen’s  
Cathedral through Brisbane City streets this Sunday (the 29th of May) from 
2pm. 
 

Someone once asked me why this feast was necessary if Holy Thursday 
(Mass of the Lord’s Supper) was all about honouring the Eucharist. The  
person even had the argument that we have a bit of a procession too on 
Holy Thursday to the altar of repose. There is a very close difference. Yes, 
we honour the Eucharist on both days but in different ways and with         
different motives. On Holy Thursday, we are on a journey with Christ to the 
Mount of Olives to stay with him on the night of his betrayal. The Blessed 
Sacrament is not exposed at this time but carried in the ciborium covered 
with the humeral veil as Christ goes to his passion. But on this feast of   
Corpus Christi, Christ is risen from the dead. His glory is now visible for all 
to see. This is why we expose the sacrament in the monstrance (as we do 
during adoration) and want to share this with other people. As resurrection 
people, our vocation is to share or to witness to what we have experienced. 
This does not necessarily mean joining in a big procession (with loud    
dances and music) but trying as much as we can to show people what great 
gift we have in the Eucharist. We need to be proud of this sacrament that 
brings us together as one.  
 

In our gospel reading this weekend (the feeding of the five thousand), Christ 
offers us the practical application of the Eucharist; never to dismiss people 
in need no matter how challenging it might be. As Eucharistic people, we 
need to trust that we can make a difference to someone’s life (no matter 
how little). So whenever we see a need, all we need to do is to bring it     
before God and ask for his blessing and then proceed to offer a helping 
hand. We will be surprised at how that little gesture would mean a lot for the 
person. It could even be as little as a smile. This is exactly what Christ did at 
the feeding of the five thousand and this is the power of the Eucharist. 
My dear friends, this is why we need to always be proud to profess our faith 
in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. This is the reason for this 
awesome feast of Corpus Christi. May our good Lord help us to live as    
Eucharistic people as we strive to nourish the world. 
 

Blessings, 
Fr Chukwudi 



St. Mary’s Church, Elizabeth Street, Woodend 

Mater Dei Church, Cnr Ferrett Street & Rowland Terrace, Sadliers Crossing 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, Robertson Road, Eastern Heights 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

St. Joseph’s Church, 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

St. Brigid’s Church,  Matthew Street, Rosewood. 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Maureen Cassidy, Alexander Pratt, Brian McCarthy, Frances Cochrane, Jeanne Danillon. 
 

                          FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Relatives & Friends of Clayton Family, Paul McKean,  
Joanne Watts, Craig Hannam, Michael Williams, Merryl(Paddy) Gleeson,  

Venice Burgess, Kay Smith, Fr Brian Taylor, Joan Earl, Clyde Towler,  
Donny Jeffreys, Judith Dunlop. 

 
 

 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST:  What a great response to the Annual Women’s Breakfast last Saturday, when 130 guests 
gathered to hear an inspirational talk by mother, grandmother and successful business woman, Nan Carroll. It would seem 
that Nan hit the spot with her audience as they thanked her with a standing ovation for her sensitive and amusing insights into 
how to juggle family, business and life’s uncertainties. We are including her much requested piece on “Winners” in today’s 
newsletter. 
Sincere gratitude also to the men who cooked and served the breakfast, ably assisted by other generous parishioners who 
prepared the Saint Mary’s Primary School Hall for the occasion. We are very appreciative of the continued support we get 
from Saint Mary’s primary school each time there is an event needing a large space. They step up every time assistance is 
needed. It’s not too early to think about next year’s breakfast or even the Men’s breakfast on September 3

rd
. It is hoped that 

we might get some new people to take a lead in preparing for these events. Please consider putting your name down at the 
parish office as planners for some of our parish events right across the Ipswich Catholic Community.  
 

Winners Take Chances! 
 

Like everyone else they fear failing, but they refuse to let fear control them.   
Winners don't give up! 

When life gets tough they hang in until the going gets better. 
Winners are flexible! 

They realise there is more than one way and are willing to try others 
Winners know they are not perfect! 

They respect their weaknesses while making the most of their strengths 
Winners fall, but they don't stay down! 

They stubbornly refuse to let a fall keep them from climbing 
Winners don't blame fate for their failures nor luck for their successes! 

Winners accept responsibility for their lives! 
Winners are positive thinkers, who see good in all things. 

From the ordinary, they make the extraordinary even when it's hard, even when others can't see where they are going. 
Winners are patient! 

They know a goal is only as worthy as the effort that's required to achieve it. 

Winners are people like you!  
They make this world a better place. 

   REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR PARISHES 

CELEBRATIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday      30th  May - Weekday, Ordinary Time 9 
7.00am        St Joseph’s  North Ipswich 
7.00pm        Mater Dei   Sadlier’s Crossing 
 Tuesday     31st May - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 9.00am        Immaculate Heart of Mary   Leichhardt  
 9.00am       St Mary’s   Woodend 
 Wednesday 1st June - St Justin, martyr  
 9.00am       Villa Maria     Limestone Street 
10.00am      RSL Care Retirement Community   Grange Road 
 9.30am       Cabanda Nursing Home  Rosewood 
 6.30pm       St Boniface’s   Marburg 
 Thursday    2nd June - Weekday, Ordinary Time 9 
 9.00am       St Mary’s   Woodend    
 9.00am       St Joseph’s   North Ipswich                  

 Friday          3rd June - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  
 8.30am       Sacrament of Reconciliation   Eastern Hts 
 9.00am       Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal  Eastern Hts 
 9.00am       Immaculate Heart of Mary  Leichhardt 
 9.00am       St Brigid’s   Rosewood 
 

Saturday  4th June - Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
10.00am  St Mary’s - Benediction /Reconciliation – Door of             
 Mercy Event 
5.00 - 5.30pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation  St Mary’s  
5.30pm    Sacrament of Reconciliation  Leichhardt 
 

Vigil 
5.30pm   Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal  Eastern Hts 
6.00pm   St Mary’s  Woodend 
6.00pm   Immaculate Heart of Mary  Leichhardt 
 

Sunday   5th June - 10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7.30am   St Joseph’s  North Ipswich 
8.00am   St Mary’s  Woodend 
8.00am   St Brigid’s  Rosewood 
9.30am   Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal   Eastern Hts 
9.30am   St Joseph’s  North Ipswich 
6.00pm   St Mary’s  Woodend 

 
 



        

        READINGS FOR MASS:   
   28/29 May:  Gen 14: 18-20;   
                       1 Cor 11: 23-26;  Lk 9: 11-17 
   5/6 June:  I Kg 17: 17-24;  Gal 1: 11-19;   
                     Lk 7: 11-17 

 

          LCHT & NTH IPS   
    PARISH PICNIC:    WOW!  
– yet again we were blessed 
with a glorious day, delicious 
food, and wonderful  
company. A huge THANK 

YOU to ALL who attended, participated in the games 
and quizzes, helped out with organising, serving,    
setting up, cleaning up, etc, etc.    
CONGRATULATIONS to Richard & Helena Hamm, 
our Thong and Broom-Throwing Champions, and Mia 
Ross and Isabella Gaddes, our Junior and Senior  
Paper Plane Throwing Champions.   
An even larger THANK YOU must go to ROSEMARY 
for sharing her musical talents with us throughout the 
day, and to GEORGE & TRISH, MERTYL, LEANNE, 
TONY, MIA & OLIVIA.  It’s hard to find the words to 
tell you how much we appreciate all the time, energy, 
flavours and ‘love’ you put into preparing and serving 
this delicious meal.  We all thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY DAY:  We will be hosting this Activity Day on Wednesday, 6th July (note change of date) 
Prep and Primary School aged children are invited – especially those children who will be preparing to receive the  
Sacrament of Confirmation this year. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM for CONFIRMATION:  We have received many enquiries regarding the                  
commencement of the Sacramental preparation for Confirmation in 2016.  Dates have been set and the first parent   
meeting will be held in St Mary’s Church on Thursday 14

th
 July, with Confirmation being celebrated on Thursday 25

th
      

August.  This year we will only be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation in accordance with the revised Archdiocesan 
Sacramental Preparation guidelines.  This group will celebrate their First Holy Communion in June 2017.  More detailed 
information will follow regarding the new process for preparation of the Sacraments for children. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:  If you would like to help with a very special ministry and one which is not a large 
commitment then please consider volunteering to assist with Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  This wonderful ministry is    
offered at most of our Mass centres and is a great way to get to know young families and their children.  Training is        
provided and you certainly don’t need experience with teaching children.  However, you do require a Government approved 
Blue Card and this can be arranged through the Parish Office.  Bernadette or Maree would love to hear from you so please    
contact us through the office on 3281 2133.  Dates and times for Children’s Liturgy in St Mary’s will be changing from July.  
Please keep a watch on the newsletter for these times. 
   

            CHILDREN’S  LITURGY  DATES FOR  JUNE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FASHION PARADE (with fashions by Kaysuelle, Rosewood) - Tickets now available— $10 each —  
Tuesday, 7

th
 June,  7.30pm at St. Joseph’s Hall, Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich.  We are asking that you  

pre-purchase tickets so we can adequately cater for the supper. Phone (or contact) the Parish Office (3281 
2133) or Tarana (3281 4783) or organise your ticket now. 
 
 

SINCERE THANKS:  The family of the late Brian (Bernie) McCarthy would like to thank the parishioners of St    

Joseph’s for their lovely messages of sympathy, prayers and flowers on the recent passing of their Husband, Father 

and Grandfather.  We also appreciate and thank those who attended Brian’s funeral with a special thanks to  Fr 

Chukwudi for conducting a beautiful service.  Please accept this as our personal thanks. 

 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES—DATES TO MARK ON THE CALENDAR 

 

I S ICH CATH  IC C    NIT   

 ARISH  INNER 
  

FRIDAY, 1ST JULY  -  6.30PM 

at BROTHERS LEAGUES CLUB, RACEVIEW  
 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO COME TOGETHER,  
AND ENJOY A DELIGHTFUL EVENING  

AND FINE FOOD 
 

GATHER YOUR FRIENDS AND BOOK A TABLE  
OR JUST COME ALONG  

AND MEET SOME NEW FRIENDS. 
 

Hot savouries and punch on arrival 

 followed by a delicious two-course meal,  
tea and coffee.  All for $40. 

Tickets will be available from the  

Parish Office  from Monday 13th June. 

Month Date Mass and Venue 

June   5th 
  5th 
 18th 
 26th 
 

7.30 & 9.30am St Joseph’s 
8.00am St Brigid’s 
6.00pm Immaculate Heart of Mary 
9.30am Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
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A VOCATION VIEW:  Jesus asked, “Why do you not give them something to eat yourselves?” What do you have to offer 

to the hungry world? (Luke 9:11-17)  
 

KNIGHTS’ OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS:  For the past thirty-two years the Knights’ of the Southern Cross Ipswich and the 
Little King’s Movement Brisbane have provided, on the third Sunday of each month, March to November inclusive, a day of 
friendship to the handicapped persons who live in the Ipswich region.  Due to ill health and old age our number of helpers 
has decreased to the point that we require at least Six Adults to help us continue to hold these days.  The only Ability that 
you require is Availability and any other ability will be a bonus.  For further details please call Owen Wildie on 3281 4388 or 
Brisbane Office on 3391 1432. 
 

The Annual Mass for Deceased Christian Brothers, Teachers, and Old Boys of St Edmund's College will be held at 
CWL house, 35 Waghorn Street, Ipswich on Tuesday 14 June 2016 at 7.00 pm.  All are invited.  If you wish to remember a 
deceased Old Boy, please contact Andrew McGrath on 3389 6858. 
www.stmarysipswich.com or visit www.stmarys.qld.edu.au for more information. 
 

IT’S   R J B N   T  FEE  THE  E   E     Copyright © 2014 GPBS, All rights reserved  

I met an amazing young man one Christmas. Only thirteen years old, he had organised a parish blanket drive that had collected dozens, 

maybe hundreds, of blankets for homeless people. His mum told me that he first wanted to organise the drive when he was seven, but 

that she told him to wait until he was older. 

This young man is the perfect example of someone who seems to have learned from this week’s Gospel. In the Gospel story, the disciples 

face a hungry crowd and seem confused. They ask Jesus to so something. “Send them away,” they say. But Jesus challenges them to do 

something. The result? The hungry people eat. 

We have to remember that Jesus left our world, but Christ is still here. We are Christ’s Body on earth. Each of us has a role to play in a 

world of hunger and hopelessness. We all have the power to make a difference. But we need to work together and seek Jesus’ guidance. 

So don’t just pray for Jesus to help others. He isn’t coming back until the end. It’s up to you and me to do the hard work of changing the 

world until then. Want world peace? Then pray for the ability to be a peacemaker. Want shelter for the homeless? Then pray for the 

guidance to help homeless people in your neighbourhood. Want healing in your family? Then pray for the strength to bring it yourself. 

Jesus is still trying to feed hungry people. But we’re his Body now. Let’s do the work. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The gift that Mary bestows in offering us 
Jesus is the forgiveness which renews 
life, ena-bles us once more to do God’s 
will and fills us with true happiness.”  
– Pope Francis, Solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God, 1 January 2016  

                  
 
 
 
 

A Cent Auction is run to help raise  
funds for the  

Restoration of our church building. 

FIRST FRIDAY NIGHT of EVERY MONTH            
commencing at 7.00pm at ST BRIGID'S PARISH 

HALL, RAILWAY ST, ROSEWOOD. 

GOOD PRIZES, RAFFLES, LUCKY DOOR, SUPPER. 
Entry is only $2.00. Donations of prizes 

 may be left in a  
container at the back of the Church if you prefer to  

assist in this way. For more into please call   
Bernadette 54641571 

Young Adults (over 18’s): 
Young Adult Formation Night 

with Real Talk Australia at St 
Mary’s Parish Centre on 4th June 
2016 from 7pm 

 

Youth and Young Adults:   
Footy Tournament with other 
youth groups from around the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane on 12th 
June 2016 at ACU Banyo. More 
details soon. 
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