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Staff
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Country Harvest
Only 3 weeks to the annual Country Harvest on Saturday
Oct 3 at Tonka Bay Marina. This year the band Synergy
returns by popular demand to complement our silent and
live auctions. We really need your auction donations
ASAP so we can communicate the great items to the rest
of the parish. Please complete a donation form as you
drop them off at the church office.
Suggested donation item ideas
Table Sponsor $250
Donate an IPAD
Rounds of golf
Wine or food baskets
Art or Jewelry
Restaurant gift certificates
Host a dinner party
Donate an automobile
Tickets (sports, theater, concert)
Theme baskets
Valley Fair Tickets
Salon or Spa certificates
Sporting goods
Donate your time
Gardening items
Vacation homes
Plane tickets
Services (catering, gardening, decorating)
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Anchor here
All Are Welcome!

For the word welcome, as used by Jesus, is a verb! It is translated from the Greek
All are welcome, all are welcome,
Déchomai, meaning to receive or grant access
all are welcome in this place.
to a visitor; to not refuse friendship; to give
hospitality; to receive favourably, give ear to,
I believe St. Martin’s by the Lake to be a
embrace, make one's own, and to approve.
warm, joy filled and welcoming place. This
As the Apostle Paul wrote to the early
has been my experience and also that of my
Christians in Rome: "May the God of steadfastfamily when we were warmly embraced and
ness and encouragement grant you to live in harmowelcomed here five years ago now. This is
ny with one another, in accordance with Christ Jealso what I hear from those spiritual seekers
sus, that together you may with one voice glorify the
who have found us over the years. They have God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome
done their due diligence, explored their opone another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
tions, and anchored here at this Church by
you, for the glory of God." -- Romans 15:5-7
the Lake. And this is a wonderful thing, it
All Are Welcome is our fall theme, rereally is. But, let me ask you to imagine what flected in our preaching and worship. You will
might happen if we became more proactive in also see changes inside and outside of our buildour welcome by actually helping seekers to
ing, from clearer signage, to more organized
find us. What would happen if we became
spaces to welcome the seeker and inform the
known to the community at large for the
community. And, you will see a greater use of
quality of our welcome as much as for our
social and other media as well. But, that is only
beautiful location and space?
what we as your Staff and leaders can do.
As the late Archbishop of Canterbury Please join us in proactively welcoming each
William Temple said, “The Church is the only other and the seeker in our midst, and by invitinstitution that exists primarily for the benefit ing those not yet with us to this place.
of those who are not its members.” This is
what we mean in our blessing when the priest Let us build a house where love can dwell
prays: “You have called us to be a Church for and all can safely live,
others, loving our world with the life-changing a place where saints and children tell how
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
hearts learn to forgive.
To be truly welcoming is not merely
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
to passively wait for the diligent seeker to find rock of faith and vault of grace;
us, but rather to do all we can to be a proac- here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
tively welcoming community.
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

St. Martin’s People

Anchor Here...

MerLynne Byrne

Welcome Sunday
Education for all ages, and our
Choir, returns Sunday, September 13th.

(Interim Minister of
Youth and Families)
Hello all – I am MerLynne Byrne the Interim
Minister of Youth and Families. I am a “cradle”
Episcopalian, having grown into my faith in the
Diocese of Minnesota. And I have helped others
grow in their faith as I worked at four parishes in
Children’s and Youth Ministries (twice now at St.
Martin’s by-the-Lake).
In April I celebrated my 24th wedding anni
versary to my husband, Patrick. We have been
blessed with two daughters. Addison, who is now
working on her Master’s of Molecular Genetics at
the University of Missouri (MIZZOU), and Hadley,
who is a junior at the University of Minnesota. I
have recently joined my daughters as a student
returning to the Humphrey School of Public Affairs this fall to work towards a Masters in Non
Profit Management.
My connection with St. Martin’s has been
over many years, and now I am fortunate to see
some of “my youth” grown into young adults and
bringing their own families back to the church. St.
Martin’s continues to be a wonderful place for
children and youth to explore who they are in
relation to Christ and how they can share their
gifts in the world. I look forward to building the
vision of Youth and Family Ministry here at St.
Martin’s. A place where children, youth and their
families are welcomed each time they enter. A
place where young people can learn to navigate
through the rough waters of their lives. A place
for all families to ANCHOR.

SPLASH Zone Kids
Join us on Sunday, September
13 as we gather at 10:15 to
begin our year!
Sunday, September 27
Parent Meeting at 10 am.
Come and learn more about
all of the opportunities for
families at St. Martin's.

Getting Connected @
St. Martin’s by the Lake
There are many ways—from worshipping with us, to singing in the
Choir, from Adult Forums, to Sunday School and Youth group—to
get connected at St. Martin's. To
make it easier, let’s focus on three
connection points for the Fall:

tian faith in order to join in the
conversation.
If you’re interested but not
sure about committing, join us for
one evening on Sunday, September
27 to preview what the course will
be like. You can decide after that
whether you’d like to continue.
(Children’s and youth programming
will be provided – but please let the
Ministries Fair & Lunch
church office know if you are interDon't miss the boat - mark your
ested in having your children come
calendars now and Get Hooked on with you so that we can plan approSt. Martin's. Join us on Sunday, Sep- priately. )
tember 20 for fun, food and fellowship at our annual Ministries Fair.
The Annual Country Harvest
Come and learn more about the
“Fun” Raiser
many opportunities for you and
The Parish Family of St. Martin’s by
your household to get involved.
the Lake cordially invites you to the
Lunch will be served after the
Country Harvest Annual “Fun”
10:30 a.m. service. Questions?
Raiser and Dance. Again this year
Contact MerLynne Byrne, Interim the band Synergy returns by popuMinister of Youth and Families for lar demand. Saturday, October 3rd,
more information.
4-10:30pm; Band and Dance at
7:45pm, at Tonka Bay Marine, 220
Alpha is Coming!
Tonka Bay Rd., Tonka Bay, 55331.
The Alpha Course is an opportuni- With silent and live auctions, dinner
ty for anyone to explore the Chris- and cash bar. No Admission (in
tian faith in a relaxed setting. Join
kind donations). All are welcome,
us for an eight week course, begin- please invite your friends and neighning Sunday, September 27 from
bours.
5:30-7:30 for dinner and conversation exploring big questions about
life. You don’t need to have any
experience thinking about Chris-

Sunday, October 11
Helping our community - Leaf
Raking and Lunch immediately
following the 10:30 am service.
Open to all ages.

Acolytes
If you are in grades 5 - 12
and are interested in being
an acolyte - or are currently
an acolyte - join us after the
10:30 service on Sunday,
September 13 for lunch,

many ministry groups will have
tables and information available during the forum time so
that you can get to know
what's happening at St. Martin's
and how you can be involved
further.

Adult Forums
Adult Forums return at
9:30am on Sunday, September 13 with an introduction
to the Alpha Course. The
Alpha Course is a relaxed,
conversational way for people to explore the big questions of life like "Why am I
here?" "What is life all
about?" and "Where do I
belong?" The forums on September 13 and 27 will introduce us to what Alpha is all
about and why people may
want to consider taking the
Alpha Course at St. Martin's.

In October, our Forum series
will explore the Gospel of
John in the Bible. Our study
will be especially pointed towards people who may not
have a lot of experience or
background reading the Bible.
On October 4, we'll have an
introduction to the book and
how to study it, and then on
October 11 and 18 we will
have an opportunity to read
and think about the book together. No previous Bible reading experience or knowledge is
necessary, so please join us,
especially if you find the Bible
difficult or intimidating.

NAVIGATE Youth
Grades 6-7 join us on Sunday,
September 13 at 10:15 as we
kick off our new year! Grades
8-9 will meet for Confirmation On September 20, join us
for the annual Ministry Fair.
at this time as well.
If you're wondering how you
can get more connected at
Grades 6-12
Join us on Sunday, September St. Martin's, the Ministry Fair
27 at 5:30 and CONNECT as will give you ideas about
how you can get more inwe begin our program year
volved. Representatives from
with dinner and fun!

Outdoor Worship at the Beach.

You can always ask our curate,
Fr. Dave Mowers, any questions
you have about the Adult Forum.

Some of our youth on the Mission to Winnipeg.

Rector’s Tea and
Bible Study
Our weekly Bible Study returns, Tuesdays at 5:306:30pm for the Fall. A Lite
tea will be served, and the
scripture to be preached the
next Sunday will be studied.
No experience necessary.
Imara Trip to Kenya
Two St. Martin’s parishioners,
Mary & Jessamyn Senneka,
will be leaving for the Imara
House in Kenya at the end of
September. They will be
commissioned and sent out
as missionaries from our
community.
Building and Grounds
Workday
Join us for a day to prep our
buildings and grounds for the
fall, on Saturday, Sept. 26th
World Communion
Sunday
Sunday, October 4th, is a
day to learn about, and celebrate Holy Communion.
Those interested in First
Communion please contact
the Church Office.

The Blessing of the Backpacks

...Your faith, your family, your values!

