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Come, Let us Adore Him!

As the song goes, I want to wish you a Merry 

Christmas, from the bottom of my heart.  

Really I do.  But first, I am very aware, in my 

conversations with so many of you, of other 

pressing concerns.  So, letõs name them, and 

the only remedy to them that I know.   

 

Great fear  

Over a year ago I preached a sermon called 

The Great Unravelling based on a New York 

Times column by the same name.  A little 

known faction called ISIS had just begun 

wreaking terror on the Middle East, and our 

sisters and brothers in Christ in particular.  

As I write things seem to continue unravelling 

in parts of our world.  In just the past month 

ISIS alone has killed or wounded over 1,000 

people, on airplanes and in places like Paris, 

and Nigeria, and Cameroon, and Lebanon, 

and Baghdad, and on, and on, and on. 

 

Great Stress  

And here at home we are now, I think, fully 

living into what is called the New Normal, the 

long-lasting effect the Great Recession has 

had on our lives.  It has been something, but 

not quite, like normal for folks at the top, but 

clearly not so for those below.   From time to 

time we post articles on our St. Martinõs by-

the-Lake Facebook page, one in particular has 

had the most views of any so far.  Called 

Stressed, Tired, Rushed: A Portrait of the Modern 

Family, it has clearly resonated with many.   

 As your Rector I hear both the con-

cerns you share about the world situation, as 

well as the sense of exhaustion that many of 

our families are facing.  And they have the 

potential to be amped and ramped up exponen-

tially during the Holiday season.  Let me, then,  

suggest the only real relief that I know for our 

fears and for the relentless and intense pres-

sures of the approaching season.   

 

Great  Relief 

What we need more than anything is to hope 

again: to listen through the busyness to the 

message of angels, to re-discover in the face of 

our fears good tidings of deep inner joy, and 

that our families, communities and even the na-

tions will amidst the unravelling find true Peace 

on Earth, and Goodwill to all who have the 

sheer audacity to believe. 

 So, we will begin this season as we do 

each Advent in as counter-cultural a way as 

possible.  We will begin in the quiet, and in the 

stillness, in this place of prayer, waiting on that 

for which our souls long. Our hearts will learn 

to listen again, to the prophetõs call to prepare 

the way.  We will hope anew, that Joy really is 

about to dawn.  Our spirits will rejoice again in 

the God who changes our lives.   

 All that I have been describing, the still-

ness, the listening, the hoping, and the rejoicing 

are acts of worshipful adoration.  On Christmas  

we will go again, each of us just as we are, even 

unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 

come to pass.  Those of us who have much faith 

and those who would like to have more; those 

who have been here often and those who have 

not been here for a long time; those who have 

tried to follow Jesus and those who have failed.  

All of us, faithful, will Come.  So, I invite you to: 

 

Come, let us adore him, come, let us adore him, 

come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.   
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