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Advent 1 Wreath Making
Nov 29th
1st Sunday Food Collection
Dec 6th
Christmas Pageant &
Greening of the Church
Dec. 20th
Christmas Eve Services
Dec 24th
10:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m. Festival of Carols
10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Service
Dec 25th

10:30 a.m.
Lessons & Carols
Dec. 27th

Rev. Dave Langille
Rector
Rev. David Mowers
Curate
Rev. Cindy Hillger
Deacon
Kyle Black
Organist/Choir Master
Holly Holmes
Parish Coordinator
David Rients
Facilities Manager
MerLynne Byrne
Youth & Family Ministries
Martha Mason
Chil drends
Gretchen Nord
SPLASH Arts Director
Nancy Stiller
Administrator

Alison Humphrey
Sr Warden
Char Hovi
Jr Warden
Joann Anderson
Brad Butler
Cara Jones
Jami Silus
Rob Zaun
Jack Kuehn, Jr.
Treasurer
Karen DelLorenzo
Clerk

Come, Let us Adore Him!
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Come, Let us
St. Martir
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potential to be amped and ramped up exponen-
tially during the Holiday season. Let me, then,
As the song goes, | want to wish you a Merrysuggest the only real relief that | know for our
Christmas, from the bottom of my heart. fears and for the relentless and intense pres-
Really | do. But first, | am very aware, in my sures of the approaching season.
conversations with so many of you, of other
pressing concerns.
the only remedy to them that | know.

Great Relisft s name t hem, &
What we need more than anything is to hope
again: to listen through the busyness to the
Great fear message of angels, to-discover in the face of
Over a year ago | preached a sermon called our fears good tidings of deep inner joy, and
The Great Unravellivgsed on a New York  that our families, communities and even the na-
Times column by the same name. Alittle  tions will amidst the unravelling find true Peace
known faction called ISIS had just begun on Earth, and Goodwill to all who have the
wreaking terror on the Middle East, and our sheer audacity to believe.
sisters and brothers in Christ in particular. So, we will begin this season as we do
As | write things seem to continue unravellingeach Advent in as counteultural a way as
in parts of our world. In just the past month possible. We will begin in the quiet, and in the
ISIS alone has killed or wounded over 1,000 stillness, in this place of prayer, waiting on that
people, on airplanes and in places like Paris, for which our souls long. Our hearts will learn
and Nigeria, and Cameroon, and Lebanon, t o | i sten again, to th
and Baghdad, and on, and on, and on. the way. We will hope anew, that Joy really is
about to dawn. Our spirits will rejoice again in
Great Stress the God who changes our lives.
And here at home we are now, | think, fully All that | have been describing, the still-
living into what is called theew Normalthe  ness, the listening, the hoping, and the rejoicing
longlasting effect the Great Recession has are acts of worshipful adoration. On Christmas
had on our lives. It has been something, but we will go again, each of us just as we are, even
not quite, like normal for folks at the top, but unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is
clearly not so for those below. From time to come to pass. Those of us who have much faith
ti me we post arti c-l eandthose whawouldike.to hMa mdre; tho8es
the-Lake Facebook page, one in particular hawho have been here often and those who have
had the most views of any so far. Called not been here for a long time; those who have
Stressed, Tired, Rushed: A Portrait of the Mottgd to follow Jesus and those who have failed.
Familyit has clearly resonated with many.  All of us, faithful, will Come. So, | invite you to:
As your Rector | hear both the con-
cerns you share about the world situation, asCome, let us adore him, come, let us adore him,
well as the sense of exhaustion that many of come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
our families are facing. And they have the



