
Welcome! 
ST. MARTIN—LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Reverend James Chinery, Pastor 
Randy Bickel, Family Life/Youth 
Lance Coyle, Dir Of Worship Arts 

 

10995 Canada Road 
Birch Run, MI 48415 

 989-624-9204 
 

Sunday Worship 8 am & 10:45 am 
Wednesday 7 pm  

 
A place you can call home 
www.stmartinbirchrun.org 

Happy New Year 
Tom Ervin, Professor of Music at the University of Arizona was 
attending a conference for music teachers in New York. While at the 
conference he purchased a talking metronome. A metronome is a 
device for counting the beats in a song. Before Tom and his son 
boarded their flight home, Tom hefted his carry-on bag onto the se-
curity-check conveyor belt. 
 
The security guard's eyes widened as he watched the monitor. He 
asked Tom what he had in the bag. Then the guard slowly pulled out 
of the bag this strange looking device, a six-by-three-inch black box 
covered with dials and switches. Other travelers, sensing trouble, 
vacated the area. 
  
"It's a metronome," Tom replied weakly, as his son cringed in embar-
rassment. "It's a talking metronome," he insisted. "Look, I'll show 
you."  He took the box and flipped a switch, realizing that he had no 
idea how it worked. "One . . . two . . . three . . . four," said the metro-
nome in perfect time. Everyone breathed a sigh of relief.  
  
As they gathered their belongings, Tom's son whispered, "Aren't you 
glad it didn't go 'four . . . three . . . two . . . one . . . '?"   For the past 
few weeks we have been counting down the days until Christmas. 
Now we could count the hours until the dawning of a New Year. But 
we need to linger with Mary and Joseph for a little while longer, be-
cause what happened immediately after Christmas is a stark remind-
er of the world in which we live. (King Duncan—Sermon Illustra-
tions). 
 
A new year can be a scary thing. Our world can be a scary thing. May  
compassion overcome fear and joy crush anxiety. We are beloved, 
we are forgiven and we are chosen. We know this because of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Happy New Year to you, and may all your resolu-
tions last at least until March! 
 
                 Pastor Jim 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

January 2016—Happy New Year 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

Even youths grow tired 

and weary, and young 

men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in 

the LORD will renew 

their strength. 

They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run 

and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not 

be faint.  

 

Isaiah 40: 30-31 
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8
th

 Annual Chili 
Cook Off & Dessert 

Showdown! 
Saturday, January 30

th
, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 
St. Martin Fellowship Center 

 

You can ENTER your CHILI  RECIPE: Sign Up to Bring a crock pot full of your favorite chili 
to the fellowship hall by 4:45 p.m. There’s No entry Fee; a free will offering is taken at the 
door & prizes are awarded for best chili in category!   

OR  
You can Sample the BEST of CHILI: Once again there will be a Free Will Offering at the 
Door.  Sample each entry and perhaps learn of your favorite recipe! 

AND 
The Dessert Showdown winner will be determined on the amount of money raised by 

the selling of portions of the different desserts. So bring your Cash to Vote with!  

All proceeds will benefit the St. Martin Youth Ministries & for More Information Contact:  
St. Martin Lutheran Church Office 989-624-9204 

Wild Game Dinner 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, Jan. 23rd, 
@ the Frankenmuth Conservation Club at 3:00pm, 
for our 12th annual fundraiser for our Helping Hands 
Ministries. We have Early Bird ticket sales of $40.00 
until December 14, 2015, then they are $50.00. This 
is the main financial provider as we minister to 
those that are in need.  
 
There will be a lot of great outdoor items & ven-
dors, along with a great menu for this event! Check 
out the posters & flyers for more details & to share 
this info. We are looking for individuals to aid in 
the “recruiting” of donations or if you would like to 
make a donation towards this event.  Any questions 
or if you can help contact Larry Prested our chair-
man for the event or the office. 
Please join us as we work to 
serve those that are in need!   

Who has the best fish fry in  
Saginaw County? 

Congratulations to the entire fish 
fry ministry team in being named 
the tri-cities best fish fry!  The 
WNEM poll was held this past 
week, and St. Martin ran away 
with the prize. 
 
Please continue to support our 
fish fries, and, if available to vol-
unteer for either lunch or dinner. 
Fish fries are held once a month, 
on the second Friday from 11-2 
and 4-7 PM with take-out availa-
ble. 
 
Great work team! 
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Prayer List 
Kathy Schulz 
Alicia Dodge 
Carl Buchler 
Janet Christe 

Becky Ackerson 
Beth Wieland 
Gary Illikman 

Pastor Ted Doolittle 
Virginia Roth 

Gail Jokat 
Darcy Hannah 

Alexander 
President Obama 

President Harrison 
President Maier 

 

Church Triumphant 
Paula Jasman 

Debbie Schumann 
Kim Hallett 

Gerald Young 
 

Epiphany 2016 
The three Wiseman went looking for a king.  What they 
got was something else entirely.  They literally had an 
Epiphany.  An “aha” moment.  A moment in time when 
something truly wonderful was revealed to them.  They 
went looking for a human king, and instead, were touched 
by the holy.  They met the divine.  Upon seeing the child, 
they immediately fell on their knees and worshipped Him.  
They didn’t simply bow, or pay their respects to a local 
royalty—they fell down and worshipped Him!   
 
They worshipped the Christ child because they had an 
Epiphany.  For in the fragile body of this human infant ly-
ing in his mother’s arms was nothing less than the pres-
ence of God.   
 
One pastor wrote that perhaps…these magi give us more 
information that we bargained for.  Perhaps they reveal 
the chief requirement for being a Christian.  That is...a 
willingness to go on a journey.  To go on a journey when 
many of us gather to settle in and settle down, as if church 
were the end of the journey with God rather than it’s be-
ginning.  Yet we follow a living Lord, a de-
manding Savior who leads us forward.   Don’t 

stop now—have a blessed New year, and 
let’s continue following that star.  

2016 Women’s Retreat 

Theme:  FAITH, HOPE AND 
LOVE 

At the Springs in Gladwin, MI 
on March 4 - 6, 2016 

Information and registration 
forms are on a table next to 
the Welcome Center. Please 
return you registration form with your deposit.  
Deposit of $35.00 due by Sunday, December 
27th. Any question contact Jackie Lee. 


