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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s
To open wide our doors in the name
of Christ:
To all who are young or old and need
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,
or need comfort.
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”
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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
The season of Eastertide is a traditional time, for at least 1800 years, to
bring in people to what are called the sacraments of Initiation: Baptism,
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. On Sunday, April 3, we had a pastoral
visitation from our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop
of Long Island; we were able to witness this tradition first hand.
During our 10 AM Service we welcomed into the Episcopal Church three
adults who were baptized in the Roman Catholic Church, we saw one Episcopal adult confirmed. Then we saw 11 of our young people confirmed, a
wonderful example of the unity in diversity that St. Luke’s exemplifies.
Confirmation is a sacrament that originally was intended to be a seal of
the Spirit that the individual received at their baptism in their local parish.
The seal was given when the early church version of a diocese gathered
around Easter at the cathedral where the Bishop confirmed the baptisms
performed in the local churches. It was a sign of unity with the larger
church, the diocese, which also meant unity with the universal church.
Confirmation, as defined by our current BCP (Book of Common Prayer)
says that it is an opportunity for those who were baptized as infants to now
make a “mature affirmation of their faith.” That one statement has caused
all sorts of discussion over the years. “What does a mature affirmation
mean?” “How old must one be to be ‘mature’ in the eyes of the church?”
What type of education must one undergo to be able to receive the sacramental act of Confirmation?
Our young people participated in a three-month course, offered by the
Educational Programs of the Episcopal Church, taught by Sunday school
Director Colleen Stonemetz and assisted by Jeffrey Williams. I am very
grateful for their dedication to our young people. They learned about
being part of the church, the “Body of Christ”, that with their affirmation
of faith, they were admitting to their willingness to be advocated for the
Gospel wherever they find themselves – at school, at work, in their (cont’d)

FOCUS ON OUTREACH
Highlighting our Work in the Community.

COMMUNITY SOUP DINNERS
By Holly Whitmore

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS ( CONT’D)

family situations, and at play. That indeed is
being “mature”, to know that they can make
a difference in the lives of those around them.
That is why we are all asked to renew our Baptismal Vows – so we all can remember what we
are all called to be in our world and culture.
My prayers and blessings with those received
and all those confirmed by our Bishop. Welcome and Grow with Jesus!
Fr. Denis +
FATHER GERARDO ROMO & A DONOR:
GOD’S INSTRUMENTS
By Jeffrey Sussman

The East Hampton Community Soup Dinners are
part of a program initiated by the East Hampton
Clericus. These dinners take place several times
throughout the winter months at Most Holy Trinity
Church, and are free to the entire community. The
soups and bread are provided by some of the best
restaurants in town, whose chefs and staff come to
help serve, along with volunteers from many of the
houses of worship around town. St Luke’s provides
volunteer servers as well as fruit and desserts.
A wonderful aspect of this program is that many
clergy, members and their families from the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish congregations in East
Hampton come together to break bread, along with
those truly in need of a hot meal, creating a unique
inclusive environment.
While the dinners are now finished for the season,
if you would like to sign up for the Fall dinners,
please contact Holly Whitmore at htwanew@
yahoo.com.

Several weeks ago, a St. Luke’s parishioner called
Father Gerardo, informing him that he had a car
that he wanted to donate to someone in need. The
car, though not new, was in excellent mechanical
condition. Did Gerardo, who regularly devotes
himself to helping those in need, know someone
for whom a car is essential. He immediately
thought of Juan Antonio, a farm worker, who was
about to get his driver’s license and did not yet
have a car. Juan needed a car not only so he could
transport himself to job sites, but also so that he
could transport his large family to various destinations, such as schools, doctors, groceries, church,
etc. Gerardo phoned Juan and told him of the
generous offer. A man of few words, Juan responded: “Eso seria muy bueno!” (That would be very
good!).
Next, Father Gerardo arranged for the donor and
the recipient to meet at his home. Juan arrived with
his two sons and a son-in-law, an auto mechanic,
who inspected the car. He declared that the car was
in excellent condition and, if well cared for, would
provide years of dependable service. The donor
signed over the title to Juan Antonio, then gave
him sufficient money to pay for the car’s registration. In the driver’s seat, Juan is now on the road to
self-sufficiency, being able to take care of himself
and his family.
This is an example of the spirit of generosity that
motivates so many parishioners to see all men
and women as God’s children, as our brothers and
sisters.

PARISH LIFE
Events Around St. Luke’s
NOW THAT SPRING IS HERE...
By Dianne Benson
If you have been thinking that the grounds around
our beautiful Church have never looked better it is
because they never have.
After years of planting daffodils and other spring
blooming things in our surprisingly resistant soil,
suddenly there is a splash; and that is only one part of
the cheerful change.
Why does the Hoie Hall parking lot suddenly look
better? It is because two elegantly named Ornamental
Pear Trees ‘Aristocrat’ are flanking the richly colored
Magnolia that Jim Jeffrey planted six years ago in
the meridian. A gorgeous new Magnolia virginiana
abuts the northeast corner of The Rectory, an area
that has had a dearth of greenery since the big dying
cedar (you know, the one that held the Christmas
lights that never really worked) was toppled. A
myriad of highly prized hydrangeas weave in and
out of the rejuvenated fat little spruce forest that
adjoins the Hoie Hall side of the Home Sweet Home
fence. The spruces are salvaged “Christmas trees”
that were rescued from the concrete pots that were
once on the front steps (where they always refused to
grow). Another example of our deft recycling is the
hellebores spewing blooms in the Memorial Garden –

whisked from the 2015 High Altar at Easter.
The credit for this grand burst of new life
belongs to many:
The six new trees and hydrangeas were a
spectacular gift from Mariah Whitmore of
Whitmore’s Tree Farm (and lovely daughter of
our devoted Church family member, Holly).
Knowing where to site the trees and bringing
in the equipment and expertise to plant them
goes to Dennis Limonius, the youngest of the
Buckley’s family who recently baptized two his
children in our Church. For the complicated
feat of evolving our irrigation system to keep up
with our new plantings – Larry Lillie is our man
and many of the daffodils and other bulbs were
a generous gift from the great supplier Brent &
Becky’s Bulbs.
THANK YOU SO MUCH to each of these
generous supporters and to my dedicated cochair Clif Thorn and to each and every one of
the hearty wonderful people who have come
out on Saturday mornings to dig and prune and
plant.
It makes a huge difference. Hope to see more
of you on our next Garden Day on April 23rd.

Our long-range strategic plan is to make the grounds look even better than
they did in the 1920’s.

A MAGNIFICENT DINNER FOR SEAFOOD
LOVERS
By Jeffrey Sussman

Seafood lovers from Montauk to Hampton
Bays turned out en masse on Wednesday, March
30, for the latest East End Chef’s Dinner at
St. Luke’s. The dinner featured creations by
chef Paul LaBue, of the popular Seafood Shop,
located in Wainscott. To welcome dinner guests,
Chef Paul offered a variety of mouth-watering
Tapas, each a delight to discriminating taste buds.
His first course was a salad of pickled beets and
succulent sea scallops, followed by a Tomato
and Cucumber Gazpacho. The main course was
a delicious pan seared Monkfish in the style of
Paella Valencia. Diners said the dishes were so
delicious that they look forward to enjoying such
fare many times in the future. Funds from this
gastronomic gala, as from all previous dinners,
go to support the church’s local scholarship
program.

HISTORICAL TIDBITS:
A series about the history of our parish.
WHERE DID IT ALL BEGIN?
By Lys Marigold
The original St. Luke’s was a modest wooden-framed
chapel, painted dark red, on James Lane, and consecrated on July 10, 1859 by the Rt. Rev. Horatio Potter,
Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of New York. Earlier,
starting on Whitsunday in 1854, small gatherings of Episcopalians met on Sunday afternoons at Clinton Academy
“to worship God according to the usage of the Book of
Common Prayer,” under the auspices of the Rev. Charles
H. Gardiner of Bridgehampton.
John Wallace Esq., aka John Wood (1785-1870), a
mysterious Scotsman who had settled in East Hampton
and was licensed as a Lay Reader, conducted most of the
services year-round. Wallace boarded for 31 years with
Dr. Abel Huntington at “136 South Main Street,” and the
physician’s sister, Miss Cornelia Huntington (author of a
romance novel “Sea Spray,” where local characters were
thinly disguised) was the first communicant, followed
by Abraham D. Candy, an Englishman and teacher at
Clinton Academy. Attendance quickly grew to about ten

steady winter residents that swelled to around forty
with the summer folk.
In just a few years, the dream to create East
Hampton’s own Episcopal place of worship was
moved along by the very conscientious John
Wallace. He and another parishioner, Dr. Alfred
Wagstaff, raised a collection of $3000, bought land
for $425 on Dec. 25, 1858 from “Uncle Harry”
Mulford and built the wooden chapel (spire, stained
glass windows, pews and all), according to their
budget. George Hand, a local carpenter, located it
steps from the street, in between our present stone
church and Tudor rectory.
As the largest donor of $1000, Dr. Alfred Wagstaff was given the honor of naming the chapel –
and as a doctor, he chose St. Luke, the patron saint
of physicians. John Wallace had given $583 and
some 36 others contributed the rest. Abraham Candy’s orphan niece, Laura, became its first organist.
Officially part of Christ Church, Sag Harbor, St.
Luke’s Chapel was occasionally visited by its priest
who came to offer communion.
After the death of John Wallace at the end of
1870, St. Luke’s Chapel held only summer services. A stained glass window was dedicated to this
“Good Samaritan” and placed over the High Altar
(now in Tower area, on left). For the next 30-plus
years, the same Rev. Charles H. Gardiner presided
on seasonal Sundays, and his wife was said to be
“Altar Guild, choir and other services” rolled in
one.
In the summer of 1886, the ladies of St. Luke’s
held their first fair, raising a hefty amount of $950
for building improvements, making this church
event the longest continuous East Hampton Fair by
ten years. Sorry, LVIS, but St. Luke’s claims this
amazing record.

Wooden Chapel sits forward and in middle of present stone church and previous wooden rectory

PARISHIONER PROFILES
Getting to Know Our Parish Family

BOB BUDD: COACH, ARTIST, AND LAY
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
By Jeffrey Sussman

seven-time Golden Glove winner with the Boston Red
Sox. Though Bob struck out the formidable athlete,
one of Bob’s pitches was hit foul and with so much
power that - as Bob said - “that ball is probably still
traveling.”
Having completed their educations and enjoying their
professions, the Budds moved from their home in
Patchogue to a house in East Hampton in 1967. They
soon joined St. Luke’s, where they were welcomed by
Uncle Louie Vetault, a member of the congregation
and owner of Vetault Flowers, now known as
Wittendale’s Florist and Greenhouses.

When Bob Budd was in the first grade, he knew that
one day he would marry his classmate, Jean. How
unusual for a child so young to know his own mind
and then stick to his decision through all the years
of his education. He said of Jean, “I thought she had
a saucy look.” By the 10th grade, he and Jean were
dating. By the 12th grade, they had agreed that their
budding romance would flower into marriage, once
they had completed their educations. That marriage
took place 54 years ago, and their happy union has
produced three children and five grandchildren.
Following her high school graduation, Jean studied
to be a registered nurse at Bellevue Hospital in New
York. She worked at Brookhaven Hospital and other
institutions until her retirement. While in his senior
year in high school, Bob won a baseball scholarship
to the University of Bridgeport, where he would
major in biology. Prior to leaving for college, Bob
got to pitch in the Babe Ruth All Star Curve Game. It
was the height of Bob’s teenage baseball career, for
he got to strike out the young Carl Yastrzemski, who
would go on to be an honored All Star player and

For thirty years, Bob taught 7th, 8th, and 9th grade
science classes. In addition, he coached the school’s
baseball and football teams. Following his retirement,
he continued coaching. In addition to coaching, Bob
found a new avocation as a painter of water colors.
He had taken lessons in 1992 and has not laid down
his brushes since then. He has been commissioned
to paint landscapes, seascapes, buildings, and
portraits. As if that didn’t provide enough of an
artistic outlet, Bob is also a superb wood carver. He
is so accomplished that one of his prized bowls was
purchased by Alec Baldwin at a recent St. Luke’s fair.
As a member of St. Luke’s, Bob has had triple duty
as a member of the vestry: first while Sam Davis
was rector, then when Fritz Creamer was rector, and
finally when Darwin Price was rector. Speaking of our
current rector, Denis Brunelle, Bob said: “He is the
best rector we’ve ever had. His sermons are inspiring
and meaningful. He is also a good friend.”
Though no longer a member of the vestry, Bob serves
as a lay Eucharistic minister and as a member of the
church’s outreach committee, where he devotes time
through Maureen’s Haven to helping homeless people
in our community. It should also be noted that Bob
was one of the founders of our annual clam chowder
dinners. And for all of his generous service to his
church and to others, Bob was awarded the Bishop’s
Cross, an honor to treasure.

PARISH LIFE IN PICTURES
Last month, our bishop, the Rt Rev. Lawrence
Provenzano visited the parish to confirm and
receive new parishioners; we celebrated Holy
Week and Easter with services and an Easter
Egg Hunt; a Clam Chowder Supper including
a buffet of delicious desserts was held to
support outreach, and the parish welcomed
the Verona String Quartet to Music at
St. Luke’s Program.

Please Join Us to Celebrate the Opening of

Sacred Threads

A private collection of magnificant ecclesiastical vestments and textiles from the
14th to the 18th century with images correlating to the fine arts.
Saturday, May 7th from 6-8 p.m.
Hoie Hall, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Host:
The Very Reverend Denis C. Brunelle
Collector and Curator:
Jill Lassersohn
Honary Chairs:
Ruth Appelhof and Jack Lanor Larsen
St. Luke’s Wardens:
Lysbeth A. Marigold, Martha Murray
Benefit Committee:
Jennifer Borg, Mary Busch, Diane James Dreher, Mary Laughlin
Ruth Ann McSpadden, Linda Melville, Janie Miller
Proceeds from the Event will be donated to East Hampton Community Outreach Programs
including St. Luke’s Brown Bag Lunches and Laundry Love, Meals on Wheels,
The Retreat and East End Hospice
Exhibit Open May 8 - May 30th
Tickets for Opening Night Reception are $150.00 per person
Kindly send check payable to “Sacred Threads” to
St. Luke’s Church, 18 James Lane, East Hampton, NY 11937
or purchase on www.stlukeseasthampton.org
Guests’ names will be held at the door.
For details about the event and the exhibition, please go to
www.stlukeseasthampton.org or
contact Linda Melville at lsheldonmelville@aol.com
Sacred Threads-volunteers needed!! Be a part of this amazing exhibit of ecclesiastical vestments from the
14th to 18th Century shown in our beautiful sanctuary from May 8 thru May 30 by being a volunteer during
the exhibit hours. Meet with curator Jill Lasersohn for private overview of the collection. Signup sheets
available in back of church or in Hoie Hall. For more information, please contact Janie Miller at
miller7janie@gmail.com or call 631 561-1262.

APRIL-MAY CALENDAR
Saturday, April 16—5pm—Music at St. Luke’s
Concert. Our guest artists are Daria Rabotkina &
William McNally, in a full recital of four-hands music
including performances of works by Mozart & Ravel
and culminating with selections from Beethoven. For
your attendance a special offer from 1770 House and
Cittanova will be available to you. Tickets are $20 at
the door, students free.
April 10—Pancake Breakfast—8:30-11:30am. This
month’s Pancake Breakfast was hosted by the Sunday
School parents and children, and benefitted the Christian Education program.
Wednesday, April 20 – 6:30 pm – East End Chefs
will feature the owners and chef of new Watermill
restaurant, Manna, meaning a sweet gift from above.
They will offer a variety of hors d’oeuvres when you
arrive, such as duck spring rolls, smoked salmon blini,
and wild mushroom crostini topped with truffle oil.
The first course will be a house special salad featuring
a wide variety of local greens, beets, fresh roasted goat
cheese and house special dressing. Main course will
be fresh local shrimp and asparagus risotto. Dessert
will be a traditional Italian Panzaretti, a sweet dough
stuffed with fresh ricotta cheese and baked. Call
Lillian at 631-553-6515 to reserve a space for this
very interesting and special evening. Donation is $25
at the door and there will be beverages available for
purchase.
May 18 – East End Chefs – no details yet.
May 22 – Outreach sponsoring Brunch to benefit Project Most - more info: https://projectmost.
givezooks.com/events/brunch-on-the-harbor-sundaymay-22-10am-2pm
Brown Bag Lunches are being prepared and delivered to unemployed day laborers three times a week.
We can use volunteers to help make sandwiches and
assemble the lunches on Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 9 am in the St. Luke’s kitchen. If you would like
to make sandwiches at home and drop them off at St.
Luke’s, please contact Holly Whitmore at 267-7852. Fr.
Gerardo is also looking for volunteers to go with him
to distribute the lunches, please contact him if you are
available. Laundry Love also continues, and is about
to expand to Mattituck. You can ask Fr. Gerardo for
more details about both programs at 818-572-7082 or
padregerardoromo@gmail.com.
The Vestry Nominating Committee is now receiving names of people that you would like to submit
for the Vestry. Our Annual Meeting will be on June
5, 2016 at 9:00am. Please submit names to Martha
Murray, Committee Chair at marthmurray@aol.com
or 631-324-5070.

Saturday, April 23 – 5pm – Music at St. Luke’s
Concert. Members of Ensemble 365, recently named the winners of the Queens New Music
Festival, join us for a sparkling season finale performance of works by Weber, Ibert, and more! For
your attendance a special offer from 1770 House and
Cittanova will be available to you. Tickets are $20 at
the door, students free.
Our Progressive Dinner Party will be here before
you know it! This evening of fun and fellowship will
take place on April 30th beginning with cocktails in
Hoie Hall and then progressing to assigned homes
for dinners at 7:00. Everyone will be asked to
contribute a part of the meal, and the donation is $20
which will help defray the expenses of this event.
Please sign up in Hoie Hall after service today, or
contact Sandy Conklin at 324-5387, labluv124@aol.
com, or Hilary Collins at 329-2744, hilarymarycollins@gmail.com. We hope to see you on April 30th!
ST. LUKE’S STAFF
Rector: Denis C. Brunelle
631-329-0990 ext 11
Parish Administrator: Tara Brinka:
631 329-0990 ext 10
Music Director: Robert Peterson
631 495 7646 Cell
Christian Education Director:
Colleen Stonemetz 631 329-0990 ext 20
Verger: Oscar Giles
631 324-6607 Home
ST LUKE’S VESTRY 2014-2015
Church Wardens:
Martha Murray, Sr. Warden
Lysbeth Marigold, Jr. Warden
Class of 2016
Chris Corwin
Ed Krug
Francine Muller
Class of 2017
Mary Laughlin
Gail Parker
John Phillips, Treasurer
Class of 2018
Ruth Ann McSpadden
Linda Melville
Clif Thorn
Fran Graham, Clerk of the Vestry
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