03/19/20
To The People of God at St. Luke’s Katonah. I want to begin with
this prayer from the Book of Common Prayer that I modified a bit.
Let us Pray:
This is a strange time in our lives, O Lord. I know not what it will
bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If I
am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help
me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And
if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words
more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.
In this email blast you will find a letter from Bishop Dietsche
informing us that he has suspended Public Worship until at least
May 17th.
So the church is closed and so is the office. We will monitor
emails and the answering machine. If there is a Pastoral
emergency you may call me on my cell at 410 937-1326.
This is a strange and difficult time bust rest in the words of St.
Paul that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39)
So stay calm and stay home!
Use your Prayer Book and take advantage of all the spiritual
offerings you can find on line.
- One last note: Until we can gather again publicly for worship it
is my intention to come to St. Luke’s every Sunday at 10:00am
and sit in the sanctuary by myself and pray.

Blessings!
Fr. Patrick

Let’s Not Loose our Sense of Humor -

Lectionary Insert – Here is a link for the Lectionary Insert that is
used in the Sunday bulletin to help you focus on readings and
scripture.
http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/
Lenten Study Group - The Lenten Study Group is social
distancing itself and pausing for a few weeks, and may become
an Eastertide Study Group.

Lent Madness – For those of you on Facebook, check out Lent
Madness for an educational and inspirational activity during Lent.
Not on Facebook?, then check it out at www.lentmadness.org.
Antioch Baptist Church Concert - to benefi t the Community
Center is Sunday, April 26th. Mark your calendars now.
The Community Center will be sending approximately 60
children to summer camp. Some will be going to a sleep-away
camp and some will be attending the Goldens Bridge Day Camp.
These camps have offered scholarships to the children of our
clients. We are collecting new or gently used items for our
campers. Please see the list below. Thank you.
Sleeping bags (new or gently used)
Beach towels
Duffel bags
Sunscreen
Insect repellent (no aerosols)
Flashlights (and batteries)
Day backpacks
Reusable water bottles
Rain jackets/boots (new or gently used)
Shower shoes (flip flops)
Toiletries (e.g. toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo & conditioner)

March 16, 2020

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am writing to announce the immediate suspension of public worship in
the Diocese of New York. This reflects a change from my last
communication on Friday.
At that time, I asked that clergy make decisions about keeping your
churches open that were appropriate to your local circumstances, and I
made no diocesan-wide policy. I think that that decision was correct at
the time, and a fruit of that policy was that I got to see the incredible
conversation happening in a great email stream since Friday as clergy
across the diocese shared with one another the decisions they were
making and how they came to them. It seemed that most churches were
going to be closed on Sunday, but not all, and the sensitivity which you
all showed to one another, and the respect you gave to one another’s
choices, and to the sacramental and pastoral demands of your
congregations, was inspiring. You were kind. You were smart.
You showed your love of God. You shared spiritual, theological and
pastoral resources with one another, you prayed for each other, and you
demonstrated throughout those communications the integrity that
brings honor to your priesthood. You make me so proud, and so
grateful to be your bishop.
Last week, we were advised not to have gatherings of more than five
hundred people. This morning, the CDC is advising that groups be
limited to fifty people, and that that advisory will stand for at least
eight weeks, which takes us to the middle of May. These policies of
social distancing have proven themselves effective in slowing the rate
of infection during epidemics, and adapting our practices to these
guidelines not only serves the protection of our own congregation, but
of the wider community as well. Bishop Mary Glasspool and I have
both consulted with a member of our diocese who is a prominent
epidemiologist and a faithful Episcopalian, and she has given us wise
counsel. I have also been in daily conversation with both Bishops Mary
and Allen, and we are coming to these decisions together. So, with
them, I am now calling for the complete suspension of public worship
for the coming eight weeks (up to May 17), but with a review of the
policy immediately following Easter.

I am acutely aware of the toll that all of this is already taking on you.
The extra stresses being placed on you by this unprecedented epidemic
are extreme and undeserved. You have my most heartfelt thanks for the
work you are doing, and for the quality of your leadership and care of
your parishes, and I ask you to take care of yourself and your families,
and do those good and necessary things you need to stay well and
healthy. Know that I am praying for you, that I am grateful for you,
that you are continually in my thoughts, and that I love you.
Everyone on my staff is working from home and will monitor their
email and voicemail throughout the day. It is clear that that situation
will continue longer than I had planned or hoped. But in the same way,
please close your own offices for the foreseeable future. Cancel or
postpone all unnecessary meetings and events. Conduct any necessary
meetings by Zoom or FaceTime or other online services. Suspend
public worship, even as you explore ways for alternative or virtual
common prayer and spiritual helps. Work from home as much as you
can, and have your employees work from home. Stay home. Again, if
you have the capacity to offer, and are offering, live streaming video of
Sunday worship, please post them on the diocesan website so that we
can publicize that across the diocese (see below). May God equip us
for the work we are being given to do. May God make us brave and
strong and faithful to face and meet the challenges and opportunities
before us. And I remain
Yours,

The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche Bishop of New York

