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DEACON:
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PASTOR EMERITUS:
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9 am,
10:30 am, 12 noon
DAILY
Weekdays 7:00 am
& 8:30 am
Saturday 8:30 am

HOLY DAYS
as announced
Miraculous Medal
Novena
Monday, 7:00 pm
in Mary’s Chapel
Eucharistic Adoration
First Wed. of Month
9 am—5 pm in MC

SACRAMENTS
Confession: Saturday,
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Baptism
Contact the Parish Office
Marriage
Arrangements should be made
with a priest at least
one year in advance.

Homebound/Hospital
Call Parish Office
Office

Location

Phone

Email/Fax

Website

Parish Office

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-0148

office@sjcnj.org

sjcnj.org

Fax #: 201-261-0369

Religious Education

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-1144 religioused@sjcnj.org

sjcnjre.org

Saint Joseph School
the greenhouse PreK

305 Elm St., Oradell

201-261-2388

sjsusa.org

office@sjsusa.org

Christian Initiation of
Adults—RCIA
Contact Parish Office

PARISH
REGISTRATION
Contact Parish Office

Office Hours: (Parish) Mon-Fri.: 9 am - 5 pm, ~ (Rel. Ed.) Mon.-Thurs.: 10 am-4 pm (Also by appointment.)

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ

You can see
Mass
at Saint Joseph
Church
on
OPTV

Sunday Mass Available Online
Check our parish website

sjcnj.org
or

facebook/com/church.st.joseph

Altice/Optimum
Ch. 77
(Oradell residents)

for the link
to Sunday Mass online
available starting each Saturday
after 4:30 pm

and FiOS Ch. 28
(in Oradell
and New Milford)

OUR YOUTH ARE LEADING THE WAY
Saint Joseph Youth Ministry has remained strong and continues to journey in
faith together throughout our social distancing. We have been blessed to have
developed a strong bond which lets us weather this storm together.
We are grateful to be able to celebrate the Mass together through
technology. Thank you to all who brought the word of God to us and united us in spirit. We appreciate the
time and effort in keeping us connected to our parish.
Our ministry has continued to serve our parish and beyond during this time by sending letters to hospitals
and nursing homes. We have also been busy painting inspirational rocks and shells to distribute during
Lent. Our teens have proved during these trying times that they are a strong, vital part of our parish. We are
proud of their strength, hope, and faith.
God bless you all.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT ~ MARCH 29, 2020

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
When I was a boy in Newark, our family
physician was Dr. Henry Coffin. With his
white medical jacket, his doctor’s bag and his
unfailing kindness, he was like someone out of a
Norman Rockwell picture. He endeared himself to
adults by joking about his name and to children by
giving them “ammunition” at the end of each visit:
handfuls of M&Ms. I’d like to offer you some Biblical
ammunition for your prayer lives in these days of
worry about the Coronavirus, some passages from the
Psalms, for centuries the common prayer book of Jews
and Christians. The Psalms address every conceivable
circumstance of life.
A good way to start would be to ask God to regard
us once more. This is actually what he does all the time.

(Psalm 91 should be prayed in its entirety whenever
we are in any trouble whatsoever, but these verses are
especially apt): Say to the Lord, “My refuge and my
fortress, my God in whom I trust.” For he will rescue
you from the snare of the fowler, from the destroying
pestilence. With his pinions he will cover you, and
under his wings you will take refuge; his faithfulness
is a buckler and a shield. You shall not fear the terror
of the night not the arrow that flies by day; not the
pestilence that roams in darkness not the devastating
plague at noon. Though a thousand fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right side, near you it shall not
come. … No evil shall befall you, nor shall affliction
come near your tent. For to his angels he has given
command about you, that they guard you in all your
ways (Ps 91, 2-7⦁10-11).

When I call, answer me, O my just God, you
who relieve me when I am in distress; have pity
on me, and hear my prayer! (Ps 4, 2).

In all the conditions of life, we should trust God,
but never more so than in its most trying moments:

Whenever we approach God, it is good to do so with
a humble apology for the sins for which we need his
forgiveness. One precaution we are told to take against
the Coronavirus is to wash our hands often and
thoroughly—for twenty seconds, as long as it’s takes to
sing “Happy Birthday” or “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”
In the Middle Ages, people who wanted to serve a good
boiled egg were urged to cook it for as long as it took to
recite Psalm 51, the finest Act of Contrition ever
written, which says, in part:

The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a
stronghold in times of distress. They trust in you
who cherish your name, for you forsake not
those who seek you, O Lord (Ps 9, 10-11).
I set the Lord ever before me; with him at my
right hand I shall not be disturbed. Therefore my
heart is glad and my soul rejoices, my body, too
abides in confidence; because you will not
abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will
you suffer your faithful one to undergo
corruption. You will show me the path to life,
fullness of joys in your presence, the delights at
your right hand forever (Ps 16, 8-11).

“Have mercy, O God, in your goodness; in the
greatness of your compassion wipe out my
offense. Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and
of my sin cleanse me” (Ps 51, 3-4).
Never do we need God more than in our direst
troubles:

For he has not spurned nor disdained the
wretched man in his misery, nor did he turn his
face away from him, but when he cried out to
him, he heard him (Ps 22, 25).

I love you, O Lord my strength, O Lord, my rock,
my fortress, my deliverer. My God, my rock of
refuge, my shield, the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold! … The breakers of death surged
round about me…; the cords of the nether world
enmeshed me, the snares of death overtood me.
In my distress I called upon the Lord and cried
out to my God; from his temple he heard my voice,
and my cry to him reached his ears (Ps 18, 2-7).

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
should I fear? The Lord is my life’s refuge; of
whom should I be afraid? … For he will hide
me in his abode in the day of trouble; he will
conceal me in the shelter of his tent, he will set
me high upon a rock (Ps 27, 1⦁5).

O Lord, my God, by day I cry out; at night I clamor
in your presence. Let my prayer come before you;
incline your ear to my call for help, for my soul is
surfeited with troubles and my life draws near to
the nether world (Ps 88, 2-4).

Our soul waits for the Lord, who is our help and
our shield, for in him our hearts rejoice; in his
holy name we trust. May your kindness, O Lord,
be upon us, who have put our hope in you
(Ps 33, 20-22).
(continued on next page)

(continued above)
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK (Continued)
God is our refuge and our strength, an everpresent help in distress. Therefore, we fear not,
though the earth be shaken and mountains
plunge into the depths of the sea; though the
waters rage and foam and the mountains quake
at its surging. The Lord of hosts is with us; our
stronghold is the God of Jacob (Ps 46, 1-4).
(In the film “Zulu” a British sergeant with
massive presence recites these verses to a
Swedish clergyman who has had too much to
drink in the face of an imminent attack by Zulu
warriors.)

Above all, whatever life confronts us with, we
should cultivate the effective and gladdening habit of
going to God with it:
Cast your care upon the Lord, and he will
support you; never will he permit the just man
to be disturbed (Ps 55, 23).
The Lord is your guardian; the Lord is your
shade: he is beside you at your right hand. The
sun shall not harm you by day, not the moon by
night. The Lord will guard you from all evil; he
will guard your life. The Lord will guard your
coming and your going, both now and forever
(Ps 121, 5-8).

It is always in order for us to appeal to God for our
protection in the face of any threat:
But let all who take refuge in you be glad and
exult forever. Protect them, that you may be the
joy of those who love your name. (Ps 5, 12).

Mountains are round about Jerusalem; so the
Lord is round about his people, both now and
forever (Ps 125, 2). (This is my favorite verse in
all the Psalms.)

When cares abound within me, your comfort
gladdens my soul (Ps 94, 19).

Msgr. David Hubba

And we should never fail to thank the Lord for the
favors and protection he extends to us:
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and
delivered me from all my fears. Look to him
that you may be radiant with joy …. When the
afflicted man called out, the Lord heard, and
from all his distress he saved him (Ps 34, 5-7).
Only in God is my soul at rest; from him comes
my salvation. He only is my rock and my
salvation, my stronghold; I shall not be
disturbed at all (Ps 62, 2-3).
I love the Lord because he has heard my voice
in supplication, because he has inclined his ear
to me the day I called. The cords of death
encompassed me; the snares of the nether world
seized upon me; I fell into distress and sorrow,
and I called upon the name of the Lord, “O
Lord, save my life!” Gracious is the Lord and
just; yes, our God is merciful. The Lord keeps
the little ones; I was brought low, and he saved
me. Return, O my soul, to your tranquility, for
the Lord has been good to you. For he has freed
my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet
from stumbling. I shall walk before the Lord in
the lands of the living (Ps 116, 1-9).

(continued above)
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

March 28, 2020
Graham O’Brien

\

March 29, 2020
People of the Parish
Frank Piersa
Melo & Dias Families
Rev. Francis Gaetano
Ethel Stewart (Birthday Remembrance)

Monday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 30, 2020
Jimmy Ruddy
Alice Harvan

Tuesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 31, 2020
Kenneth Camelo
Ramon Ramos

Let us remember all those who are ill:
Ed Grube, Dorothy Gerbino,
Dr. Margaret Dames
Let us remember all those who have died:
Maura McGrael, Howard Robert Hudes,
Mary Beth Papetti
Let us remember those serving in our military:
2nd LT Harry Aquino USAF, Lance Cpl. Alexander Banas,
1st LT Christopher Bascomb, 2nd LT Michael McPherson
1st LT Michael Shuler, PFC David Solinas, Jr.

DID YOU TRY
TO DONATE LAST WEEK
AND COULDN’T?
PLEASE TRY AGAIN!

Last Sunday our online giving company, WeShare,
experienced an unexpected disruption in service.
They have corrected the issue and extend their
deepest apologies for the inconvenience.
If you tried to make a donation through the site
and did not receive a comfirmation email, you will
need to go in again and resubmit. We hope you will be
kind enough to do so. Your continued financial
support of Saint Joseph Church is key to our
church’s survival at this very challenging time.
And if you have never before considered online
giving, we hope you will. With WeShare, your weekly
contribution will always be received by Saint Joseph,
even in unprecedented times like these.
TO DONATE ONLINE: Please go to
sjcnj.churchgiving.com and follow the directions.
You can quickly and easily make a one-time
donation or set up an account to make your normal
weekly contributions.
SEND US YOUR ENVELOPE: If you usually
drop your envelope in the collection basket, please
mail it to the Parish Office at 105 Harrison Street,
New Milford, NJ 07646. (If you live nearby, you may
put it in the rural mailbox outside the rectory/parish
office. The box is safely locked until opened by staff.)

Wednesday April 1, 2020
7:00 am
Shirley Trepicchio
8:30 am
William Joseph Mooney
Thursday
7:00 am
8:30 am

April 2, 2020
Aganes McCloskey
Frank Piersa

Friday
7:00 am
8:30 am

April 3, 2020
Robert J. Fleming
Jess Alto

Saturday
8:30 am
5:00 pm

April 4, 2020
Stanley Sowizral
Rocco DiRicco

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC

April 5, 2020 Palm/Passion Sunday
People of the Parish
Onofrio Petrella
Deceased Members of the Dias &
Mendes Families
10:30 am MC Hugo DelBove
(31st Anniversary Remembrance)
12:00 pm
Gregorio & Crisenciana
6:00 pm
Doris Pagliaroni
LIn

BREAD & WINE INTENTIONS

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM

The bread and wine for the week of
March 29, 2020
is offered in loving memory of

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Due to the recent developments regarding
Coronavirus/COVID-19 and the 3-21-20 Exec. Order
from NJ Governor Phil Murphy that all NJ residents are
to say home until further notice—all cemeteries and
mausoleums of the Archdiocese of Newark are
closed to visitations immediately. At-Need-Interment
Only-services are available at all our locations. Please
go to www.rcancem.org for additional information.

Salvatore Caruso

as requested by
Dan & Marissa McPherson.

Visit us on our websites: CHURCH: sjcnj.org
SCHOOL: sjsusa.org
RELIGIOUS ED.: sjcnjre.org
5

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) RESPONSE
As always, if it is an emergency and you need a priest,
call the rectory (201-261-0148) and dial ext. 18.

ALL PUBLIC
WEEKDAY AND SUNDAY MASSES
ARE SUSPENDED

To all of our parish ministry leaders and members:
All Parish Ministry Meetings & Gatherings
have been SUSPENDED until further notice.

pursuant to the directive of Cardinal Tobin.

(Please see information about viewing Sunday
Mass at Saint Joseph—ONLINE—on page 2)

Any communication between ministries and
the parish office may be conducted by
telephone, email and/or postal mail.

The Saint Joseph Church staff continues to monitor the
updates on the COVID-19 outbreak in an effort to keep our
parishioners’ health and safety a priority and to report what
we are doing at the parish campus.
While our parish priests and staff are available to serve
our parishioners, we also must take precautions and be
prudent. To that end, until further notice, our rectory/
parish office will be CLOSED, but please feel free to
communicate with us during our parish office/rectory regular
office hours (Mon.-Thurs. 9am – 5am; Fri. 9am – 2pm), by
telephone at 201-261-0148 and/or by email at
office@sjcnj.org

Please note that our Parish Life Center, Parish Retreat
House and the Youth Center at the Curry House are
CLOSED. For the health and safety of all,
no one is allowed admittance until further notice.
Please continue to visit the Saint Joseph Church
website (sjcnj.org) and our parish Facebook page
(facebook.com/church.st.joseph) for frequent updates.
The parish clergy and staff are ready to continue to
be there for our parishioners with spiritual support
during these challenging times.
Together we, as a parish community, turn to Our Lord
in this trying time and rise to the challenge of the Gospel
and share the love of Jesus with all God’s people.

Most of our parish office activities such as Mass
intentions, sacramental records, as well as inquiries
regarding Religious Education, Faith Formation, Baptisms,
Weddings and Funeral arrangements can be accomplished
with our staff by telephone, email, and/or postal mail. (See
front cover of this bulletin for contact information.)

NOTICE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK REGARDING
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION — CONFIRMATION — RCIA
Under Cardinal Tobin’s directive on the SUSPENSION of
public Mass, additionally public celebrations of the
Sacraments (which would take place within the Mass) are
also SUSPENDED until further notice. This includes our
previously scheduled Confirmation of Teens, parish
celebrations of First Communion, as well as the completion
of Adult Sacraments of Initiation (RCIA).

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Please continue to work on your First Holy
Communion preparation book and watch the video.
Also, design and create your banner.
Remember to keep praying your prayers and view
Mass at Saint Joseph Church ONLINE. Visit our church
website at sjcnj.org for information.

The Archdiocese will continue to provide announcements
regarding the suspension of the Mass and these sacraments.
Unfortunately, there is no way to know at this time when the
suspension will be lifted. However, we will continue to share
this information with all of our families in our Religious
Education program and adults in our RCIA program as
further directives become available from Cardinal Tobin and
the Archdiocese.

CONFIRMATION

Deacon George, Director of Religious Education
(montalvog@sjcnj.org or 201-261-1144); Arlene Kennedy,
Sacraments Coordinator (kennedya@sjcnj.org
or 201-261-1144); and Fr. Anthony, RCIA Coordinator
(fatheranthony@sjcnj.org or 201-261-0148 ext. 13) are all
available to speak with you if you have any questions.
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If you have any forms that you have not handed in,
service form or Questioning on Faith (interview with priest
form), please hold on to them. Those candidates writing
letters to Bishop Marconi, if you did not already hand in
your letter, please hold on to it as well.
Please continue to pray and participate in Mass by
viewing Mass at Saint Joseph Church ONLINE. Visit our
church website at sjcnj.org and the Religious Education
website at www.sjcnjre.org for more information. For
spiritual resources you can use www.formed.org
Please stay safe & healthy during these challenging times.
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