Saint Joseph

SPECIAL
INFORMATION
ABOUT

SAINT JOSEPH’s

Roman Catholic Church

COVID-19
(Coronavirus)

Fourth Sunday of Lent ~ March 22, 2020

Oradell/New Milford, NJ

RESPONSE
PASTOR:
Msgr. David C. Hubba
PAROCHIAL VICARS:
Rev. Anthony Di Stefano
Rev. John Z. Radwan
DEACON:
George Montalvo
PASTOR EMERITUS:
Rev. George M. Reilly

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9 am,
10:30 am, 12 noon
DAILY
Weekdays 7:00 am
& 8:30 am
Saturday 8:30 am

HOLY DAYS
as announced
Miraculous Medal
Novena
Monday, 7:00 pm
in Mary’s Chapel
Eucharistic Adoration
First Wed. of Month
9 am—5 pm in MC

SACRAMENTS
Confession: Saturday,
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Baptism
Contact the Parish Office
Marriage
Arrangements should be made
with a priest at least
one year in advance.

Homebound/Hospital
Call Parish Office
Office

Location

Phone

Email/Fax

Website

Parish Office

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-0148

office@sjcnj.org

sjcnj.org

Fax #: 201-261-0369

Religious Education

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-1144 religioused@sjcnj.org

sjcnjre.org

Saint Joseph School
the greenhouse PreK

305 Elm St., Oradell

201-261-2388

sjsusa.org

office@sjsusa.org

Christian Initiation of
Adults—RCIA
Contact Parish Office

PARISH
REGISTRATION
Contact Parish Office

Office Hours: (Parish) Mon-Fri.: 9 am - 5 pm, ~ (Rel. Ed.) Mon.-Thurs.: 10 am-4 pm (Also by appointment.)
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
In 1969, in Lassa, Nigeria, a deadly virus emerged
that, at the time, alarmed the world. John Fuller
described its course in his book Fever, a frightening
and fascinating account that had a clearly written
description of viruses and how medical experts deal
with them. (Squeamish readers may wish to pass
quickly over its accounts of how scientists used
Waring blenders to mix stews of mouse brains in
pursuit of cures.) Fuller also paid tribute to the
medical missionaries who worked at the locus of the
outbreak, not all of whom survived it. They were
people of profound faith and trust in God. As Fuller
noted,

In the summer of 1793 Philadelphia, then
our nation’s capital, experienced an
outbreak of deadly Yellow Fever, which
claimed the lives of many of its citizens, variously
estimated by historians at from a tenth to a third of its
population. President Washington, Secretary of State
Jefferson and most of Congress thought it advisable to
flee the city, a decision adopted by many who had the
resources to relocate. Philip Freneau, sometimes
called the Poet of the American Revolution and the
nation’s first novelist, who ran a rapidly failing
newspaper in the city, sought to lighten the prevailing
mood by some poems, including one that told of

Each symptom that developed brought an
unspoken dread. In spite of all the
apprehensions, however, staff members
claimed that a peace and calm came to them
from their faith and enabled them to go on.
It was the symbol of their subculture, and it
gained the admiration of outsiders, even those
who could not share the same conviction.

Priests retreating from their pulpits!—
Some in hot, and some in cold fits
In bad temper,
Off they scamper,
Leaving us—unhappy culprits!
In reality, Philadelphia had only three Catholic
clergymen in those days, all of whom stayed and
worked courageously to help care for victims of the
epidemic. Two died from it, while the third caught it
but survived. One of them, Father Laurence Graessl,
had recently been named coadjutor bishop to
eventually succeed the only Bishop in America, Bishop
John Carroll. He and Father Francis Fleming died,
while Father Christopher Keating survived. Their
selfless heroism merited the highest praise, as did the
efforts of many other Philadelphians who aided their
neighbors in ways ranging from the disposal of the
bodies of the dead to care for the suffering helpless. (If
anyone wants to utter a reproach over Freneau’s grave,
it’s in Matawan.) Most of Philadelphia’s physicians,
too, were faithful to their duties in the most trying of
circumstances, often displaying stamina and bravery
that can still leave us in awe.
In our nation’s history, we have had to deal with
many threats to health. Typhus, smallpox, diphtheria
and cholera were terrifying scourges of the 19th
century, when 20% of New York City’s children died
before their first birthday and 25% of adults died
before the age of 30. Tuberculosis, which has made a
recent comeback, was a terrible affliction, and the
Spanish Flu of 1918 claimed an estimated 50 million
lives. Until they were tamed by vaccines, polio,
measles, mumps and rubella caused serious and
widespread trouble, followed by AIDS, SARS, MERS,
Ebola, Swine Flu, West Nile virus and assorted superbugs. Somehow we’ll get through the Corona virus
fright too.

Msgr. David Hubba

CELEBRATE
SUNDAY MASS
AT SAINT JOSEPH

ONLINE
During this very challenging
time, we recognize the
tremendous comfort of having access to regular
worship and prayer in our own church with our own
clergy and liturgical ministers.
In light of that, we will be filming Sunday Mass at
Saint Joseph Church every week during this crisis.
The celebration of Sunday Mass will be
viewable online by anyone on YouTube starting at
5:00 pm THIS SATURDAY, March 21.
Please check our website: sjcnj.org or our parish
Facebook page at facebook.com/church.st.joseph
for the link that will take you directly to Saint Joseph’s
Sunday Mass. You will be able to view the Mass on
your computer or your smartphone.
We are deeply grateful to professional
videographer and Saint Joseph parishioner Glenn
Schneider who will be filming the celebration of our
Sunday liturgies and to our Director of Music Monroe
Quinn for providing the beautiful music.
Please check our website at sjcnj.org and our
Facebook Page for the most up-to-date information.

(continued above)
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SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS
Week of MARCH 8, 2020
The sanctuary lamp in the Upper Church
burns in loving memory of
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

March 21, 2020
James X. Sattely

Monday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 23, 2020
Frank Piersa
Janet Triunfo-Woo
(First Anniversary Remembrance)
March 24, 2020
Packie Coughlan
Stephen Grady

\

Tuesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

Carter Murdock
as requested by the Sanchez Family.

March 22, 2020
People of the Parish
Joan Mulcahy
Robert Belthoff
Mary Flannery
Emily Elizabeth Martin

PRAYER REQUESTS
Let us remember all those who are ill:
Ed Grube, Frank Ciurleo, Riley Suapengco, Janet Enny,
Barbara Piersa, Erin McQuiston, Dorothy Gerbino,
Dr. Margaret Dames
Let us remember all those who have died:
Bob Hudes, Donald McCarthy
Let us remember those serving in our military:
2nd LT Harry Aquino USAF, Lance Cpl. Alexander Banas,
1st LT Christopher Bascomb, 2nd LT Michael McPherson
1st LT Michael Shuler, PFC David Solinas, Jr.

SUNDAY COLLECTION

Wednesday March 25, 2020
Adelaida Silva
7:00 am
8:30 am
Lani Schiller
Thursday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 26, 2020
Don Wissel
Elizabeth Ministero

Friday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 27, 2020
Frank Piersa
William J. Mooney

Saturday
8:30 am
5:00 pm

March 28, 2020
Camille Pagano
Graham O’Brien

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

March 29, 2020
People of the Parish
Frank Piersa
Melo & Diaz Families
Rev. Francis Gaetano
Ethel Stewart
(Birthday Remembrance)

Basket
Electronic Giving
Total Collection

Mar. 15, 2020
$
0
$3,972*
$3,972

Mar. 17, 2019
$8,090
$3.701*
$11,791

* Electronic giving appears lower because there are five SundayS ,
instead of four, in these months.

A WAY TO HELP
SAINT JOSEPH
CONTINUE ITS MISSION
As you can see from the
dramatically reduced collection amount listed above
for last weekend, the suspension of Sunday Masses
during the Coronavirus crisis has greatly impacted
contributions.
Parishioners who normally put their donation in
the Sunday collection basket are not currently able to
come to church. Without the donations received
from our online giving donors, the total Sunday
collection (which is used to meet the operating
expenses of our parish) would be zero.
If you are in a position to help and do not already
make your donations to Saint Joseph through
WeShare, our online giving program, it is easy to sign
up.
Simply go to sjcnj.churchgiving.com
You can quickly and easily make a one-time donation
or set up an account to make your normal weekly
contributions.
Thank you for your continued support of Saint
Joseph Parish. Your generosity is greatly needed and
deeply appreciated during this unprecedented time.

LIn

BREAD & WINE INTENTIONS
The bread and wine for the week of
March 22, 2020
is offered in loving memory of

Laura Villena

as requested by the Fakharzadeh Family.

Visit us on our websites: CHURCH: sjcnj.org
SCHOOL: sjsusa.org
RELIGIOUS ED.: sjcnjre.org
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SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

REFLECTION AND PRAYER
DURING THE CORONAVIRUS

COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS)
FOLLOW-UP RESPONSE

WASHINGTON- Archbishop José H.
Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, has issued the
following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19):

The Saint Joseph Church staff continues to monitor the
updates on the COVID-19 outbreak in an effort to keep our
parishioners’ health and safety a priority and to report what
we are doing at the parish campus.

With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are
confronted once more with the fragility of our lives, and again we
are reminded of our common humanity — that the peoples of this
world are our brothers and sisters, that we are all one family
under God.

ALL PUBLIC
WEEKDAY AND SUNDAY MASSES
ARE SUSPENDED
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY (March 17)
pursuant to the directive of Cardinal Tobin

God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time
of trial and testing. In this moment, it is important for us to anchor
our hearts in the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the
time to intensify our prayers and sacrifices for the love of God and
the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in our
love for him, and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives.

While our parish priests and staff are available to serve our
parishioners, we also must take precautions and be
prudent. To that end, effective Tuesday, March 17, until
further notice, our rectory/parish office will be CLOSED,
but please feel free to communicate with us, during our
parish office/rectory regular office hours (Mon.-Thurs. 9am
– 5am; Fri. 9am – 2pm), by telephone at 201-261-0148
and/or by email at office@sjcnj.org

United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in
solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around
the world who are sick. Let us pray for those who have
lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and
grant them peace.
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for
public health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant
them courage and prudence as they seek to respond to
this emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good.

Most of our parish office activities such as Mass intentions,
sacramental records, as well as inquiries regarding
Religious Education, Faith Formation, Baptisms, Weddings
and Funeral arrangements can be accomplished with our
staff by telephone, email, and/or postal mail.

In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together
the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
and I share this prayer with you:
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.

As always, if it is an emergency and you need a priest, call
the rectory (201-261-0148) and dial ext. 18.
To all of our parish ministry leaders and members:
All Parish Ministry Meetings & Gatherings
have been SUSPENDED until further notice.

Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.

Any communication between ministries and
the parish office may also be conducted by
telephone, email and/or postal mail.

For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.

Please note that until further notice our Parish Life
Center, Parish Retreat House and the Youth Center at the
Curry House are CLOSED. For the health and safety of all,
no one is allowed admittance until further notice.

In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another
and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land
and to our hearts.

Please continue to visit the Saint Joseph Church
website (sjcnj.org) and our parish Facebook page
(facebook.com/church.st.joseph) for frequent updates.

We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.

The parish clergy and staff are ready to continue to be
there for our parishioners with spiritual support during
these challenging times. Together we, as a parish
community, turn to Our Lord in this trying time and rise
to the challenge of the Gospel and share the love of Jesus
with all God’s people.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.
Amen.
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TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS
Saint Joseph School is presently conducting extensive daily online learning classes for their students until the
State of NJ determines it is safe to return to school. The following article was prepared by Saint Joseph School
Principal Dr. Paula Valenti with thanks to the Oradell Public School Guidance Department.
Parenting is the hardest job in the world, and times like this can be the most challenging of all. While some
children may be relatively unaffected and view the school closure as an extended vacation, others may have
real, serious concerns about what they hear or see, relatives at high-risk, or just not cope well with change. Children's experiences can be as varied and as intense as those of adults. Keeping the lines of communication open among all family members
is an important first step to helping each other through difficult times.
In an effort to support you and your children, please see below some guidelines to help manage the impact of recent events,
as well as tips on how to talk with your children about COVID-19. More detailed information can be found in the articles
linked throughout and at the end of this email. We hope you find the following to be helpful:
1. Children take their emotional cues from adults. One's nonverbal messages are just as important (if not more so) than
one's verbal messages. If your child sees you in a panic, s/he will likely experience a lot more fear and anxiety than if s/he
observes you being careful, cautious, and thoughtful, but calm. To help maintain a calm atmosphere at home, ask your child
to show you how to do "belly breaths," "balloon breathing," or "flower breathing," and practice this diaphragmatic breathing
together for a few minutes each day.
2. Maintain as much of a normal routine as possible. Even though your child won't be going to school, try to maintain the
same scheduled wake-up time and mealtimes. Suggest that your child to work on schoolwork in the order of his/her regular
school day schedule (Some may prefer to exercise control and change the order instead. Whichever works for you and your
child is fine.) Make sure mealtimes and bedtimes are consistent and that you and your child are getting enough sleep. These
efforts can go a long way in helping everyone cope with the stress that comes with a change of this magnitude.
3. Limit your child's exposure to various news media, whether by TV, internet, or social media. Constantly watching
for status updates about COVID-19 or other closures can increase anxiety. Furthermore, some information can be inappropriate for young ears and/or difficult for them to understand, which also increases confusion and anxiety. Make time to
"unplug" with your child and play a game, read a book, or watch a movie instead.
4. Don't be afraid to discuss COVID-19. Most children have already heard about it, so it's best to make sure they have the
facts. Focus on what we can do to remain well, like washing your hands frequently, avoiding touching your face, keeping distance between yourself and others, covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and cleaning and disinfecting surfaces daily.
While it may be tempting to avoid talking about COVID-19, remember that for some children, not talking about it can actually
make them worry more.
5. Be developmentally appropriate. A conversation about COVID-19 with a sixth grader is likely to sound different than a
conversation with a second grader. If you find it hard to know how much to say, take your cues from your child. Ask him/her
to tell you what s/he already knows. This will give you an idea of the level of detail s/he is interested in, as well as the language s/he is already using about the topic. Answer questions slowly and thoughtfully, taking care not to offer more information than was requested. If you receive confused or inquisitive looks in return, invite another question. And remember,
it's ok to say you don't know.
6. Avoid the blame game. Fear has a tendency to leave people feeling out of control. One way we feign control over the
unknown is to fabricate stories about who or what is to blame. Unfortunately in these situations, innocent groups are made
to suffer the consequences. Be mindful of your and your child's language. Address any instances of blame immediately by
recognizing them as an unfounded attempt to assuage fear.
7. Encourage your child to keep talking. Even after having the conversation once, children can be reluctant to broach a
difficult topic a second or third time. Remember to check in with your child every day or two to see if they've thought of any
new questions or developed any new concerns. This can go a long way to helping your child feel safe talking with you about
anything.
We hope the above information helps ease the fear and anxiety some of you and/or your children may be feeling. Please
know that while schools are closed, teachers, and the administration, will still be available to answer your questions and support you. Feel free to reach out via email with any questions or concerns you may have about the above, or any other situation that may arise in the coming weeks.
Thank you and be well,
Dr. Paula Valenti
Principal
Saint Joseph School
Office: (201) 261-2473 (x42)
valentip@sjsusa.org
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