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Roman Catholic Church

First Sunday of Lent ~ March 5, 2017

PASTOR:

Msgr. David C. Hubba
PAROCHIAL VICARS:

Rev. Andrew Park
Rev. Roy Regaspi
DEACON George Montalvo
PASTOR EMERITUS:

Rev. George M. Reilly

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am,
10:30 am, 12:00 pm
DAILY
Weekdays 7:00 am &
8:30 am
Saturday 8:30 am
HOLY DAYS
as announced
Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday, 7:00 pm
in Mary’s Chapel
Eucharistic Adoration
First Wednesday of Month

SACRAMENTS
Confession: Saturday,
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Baptism
Contact the Parish Office.
Marriage
Arrangements should be made with
a priest at least one year in advance.

See page 3.

Sick/Homebound/Hospital
Call the Parish Office.
Christian Initiation of
Adults—RCIA
Contact the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Contact the Parish Office.

Office

Location

Phone

Email/Fax

Website

Parish Office

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-0148

office@sjcnj.org

sjcnj.org

Fax #: 201-261-0369

Religious Education

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-1144

religioused@sjcnj.org

sjcnjre.org

Saint Joseph School

305 Elm St., Oradell

201-261-2388

office@sjsusa.org

sjsusa.org

the greenhouse-PreK 305 Elm St., Oradell

201-477-8114

vailc@greenhouseusa.org

greenhouseusa.org

Parish Office Hours: Parish: Mon.-Fri..9 am-5 pm, ; Rel. Ed.: Mon –Thurs.: 9:30 am—5 pm (Also by appointment.)
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
The most famous person associated with
Padua is St. Anthony, who was not Italian,
as many think, but Portuguese. There is
another non-Italian saint who spent most of his life
in Padua, St. Leopold Mandić (1866-1942). The
youngest child of devout Croatian parents, Bogdan
(his baptismal name, meaning “God-given”) was a
boy of poor health in body but of robust life in
prayer. When he was eight, one of his sisters
insisted on bringing him to confession for some
very small mistake he made, and the priest treated him
harshly for it. This is something that can cause people to
stay away from the Sacrament of Penance, but it made
young Bogdan determined to become a priest who
would treat penitents with kindness, a boyhood
resolution he fulfilled magnificently.
After joining the Capuchin branch of the Franciscans,
taking Leopold as his religious name, he was ordained in
1890. Physically, he was insignificant. He was just 4 feet
5 inches tall, and limped from arthritis that deformed his
feet. He also had a speech defect so serious that it
prevented him from preaching. The young people who
frequented a cafe he often passed would ridicule him,
and younger children who saw him sometimes mocked
him also. He said of himself: “I am truly a man of no
account, in fact, I am absurd.”
Leopold’s chief ministry became hearing confessions.
But even this led him to be criticized—by some of his
fellow friars who thought he was too lenient with people
who came to him. One of them referred to him
disparagingly as “Brother-Absolve-’em-all.” This he
certainly did. Over the next forty years or so he heard
thousands of confessions, and for more than thirty of
those years he did so for between ten and fifteen hours a
day. To those who reproached him for being too easy on
sinners, he basically blamed the Lord:
Look, he set the example for us! We weren’t the
ones who died for souls; he is the one who shed
his divine blood for them. We have to treat souls
as he taught us by his own example. … If the
Crucified Lord should scold me for being too
easygoing, I would answer him: my Blessed
Master, you’re the one who gave me this bad
example! And I still haven’t become so crazy
that I’ve died for souls!
When people came to his cell to confess their sins, he
would typically welcome them by saying “Come in, sir,
come in!” or “Here I am, here I am.” or
Sit down, sir, sit down. … Don’t be afraid, …
don’t worry. You see, even though I am a friar
and a priest, I’m a wretch, too. If the Good Lord
didn’t keep me in check, I would do worse things
than everyone else….”

As he got older and more infirm, he
sometimes had to drag himself to the location
for confessions, but he did so without hesitation
or complaint. The day before he died, he heard
fifty confessions, one of them by a religious late
that night. Sometimes he would chide a
penitent who really didn't mean the sorrow he
professed in words, so Leopold could bring him
to sincere contrition. At times he would
encounter a hesitant person and actually tell the
person his sins. And sometimes he would himself
undertake the burden of doing penance for those who
confessed to him.
And, too, there were the mysterious cures. Parents
might come to him to tell of a sick child, and Leopold
would tell them to go home: their child would be fine—
and so it turned out to be. Once Friar Leopold told a man
who was in despair because he could find no work that he
would find a job that day, and the man did, on his way
home.
During World War II, Father Leopold predicted that
Padua would suffer bombing damage. He said that
The city will be struck many times, this friary,
too, will be severely hit … but not this cell
[where he heard his confessions]. Here the Good
Lord has shown his mercy to souls; it must stand
as a monument to his goodness.
On May 14, 1944, two years after Friar Leopold died, his
friary was devastated by five large bombs, but his old cell
was left undamaged. It remains there today, at the rebuilt
monastery, where Leopold’s incorrupt body also lies. In
his cell are more than 300 volumes of tributes and
grateful acknowledgements of favors received through
his intercession, as well as a reliquary containing his
hand, which faces the onlooker as though Leopold is still
offering the ancient gesture of absolution with it.
Pope St. John Paul II declared Leopold Mandic a saint
on October 16, 1983.
[Among the articles I used to put this piece together, I
relied especially on a beautiful one by the Italian Carmelite
theologian Antonio Sicari.]
Msgr. David Hubba

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
DURING LENT

Individual confessions are regularly
heard every Saturday from 4:00-5:00
pm in the Reconciliation Room in the
Upper Church (near the main entrance).
There will be a Communal Penance Service here at
Saint Joseph Church on Monday, March 27 at 7:30 pm.
We will also be welcoming parishioners from St. Peter
the Apostle parish at that celebration of the Sacrament.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Saturday
5:00 pm

March 4, 2017
Gerard Reilly
(Anniversary Remembrance)

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10.30 am
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

March 5, 2017
People of the Parish
Doris Daigle
Josephine Gebbia
Lynne Main Caldwell
Frances Catarcio

Monday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 6, 2017
McLaughlin & Dalton Families
Alfred O’Toole

Tuesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 7, 2017
Jack Verrier
Bill Coogan

Wednesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 8, 2017
Ed Moir
Marilyn Kahill

Thursday
7:00 am
8:30 am

March 9, 2017
Bridget Conway
Alfred O’Toole

Friday
7:00 am
8:30 pm

March 10, 2017
Norma Parcells
Michael Weber

Saturday
8:30 am
5:00 pm

March 11, 2017
Maura Glacken
Patrick Cahill

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC

March 12, 2017
People of the Parish
Doris Daigle
Susan De Rosa
(5th Anniversary Remembrance)
Sophie Jacura
Narciso Santos

10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

Let us remember those who are ill:
Baby Ronan Wnuk, Doreen Tortorelli, David Guerra,
Hank Keough, Gener Basilio, Ann Maron,
Florence Bartus, Jennifer Enny
Let us remember those who have recently died:
Felix Matos
Let us remember those serving in the military.

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Week of February 26, 2017
BASKET

$7,226

PARISHPAY
$4,754

TOTAL

$11,980

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

“It is written:

The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve.” MATTHEW 4:10
Tempted between the riches and power of this world
and service to God, Jesus chose service to His Father. If
we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, must decide to
turn away from power and riches and put God at the
center of our lives. How is God calling you to serve?

WELCOME TO THE
FRANCISCAN FRIARS
OF THE RENEWAL
This weekend the Franciscan Friars of
the Renewal will preach at all our Masses
and then offer three nights of prayer and reflection
Monday through Wednesday, MARCH 6-7-8—with
an emphasis on conversing with the Lord, forgiveness
and God’s mercy.
In addition to the talks (conducted before the
exposed Blessed Sacrament), the Friars will provide
music for each evening, the opportunity for
Confession, and a Eucharistic healing procession
on the final night. They will also make available for
purchase books by Fr. Benedict Groeschel and Fr.
Andrew Apostoli. We hope you can join us!

Visit us on our websites: CHURCH: sjcnj.org
SCHOOL: sjsusa.org
RELIGIOUS ED.: sjcnjre.org
Saint Joseph Parish Staff
Parish Trustees………..Mr. Brendan Walsh/Mrs. Carol Winkler
Parish Pastoral Council…………….Mr. Martin De Benedetto
Dir. of Religious Education ……….Deacon George Montalvo
Sacraments Coordinator …………..Mrs. Arlene Kennedy
Director of Music ……………………..Mr. Monroe Quinn
Youth Minister …………………………Mrs. Donna Cirino
Facilities Director …………………....Mr. Tom Meli
Business Manager ……………….…. .Mrs. Phyllis Vrola
Parish Secretary ……………………....Mrs. Geraldine Carolan
Principal of Saint Joseph School…Mrs. Colette Vail
Dir. of Comm./ Bulletin Editor…...Mrs. Diane Hellriegel

BREAD & WINE INTENTIONS
The bread and wine for the week of
March 5, 2017
are offered
in loving memory of

Nela, Dan & Gina Gherardi
as requested by the
Gherardi Family.
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BISHOP ROBERT BARRON’S
“CATHOLICISM”
TO BE SHOWN STARTING MARCH 15

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
2017 LENTEN REGULATIONS

Lent is the time for the faithful to be “ever more
attentive to the word of God and prayer, to prepare
themselves by penance for the renewal of their
baptismal promises” at Easter.
1. The days of both Fast and Abstinence during Lent are
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. The other Fridays
of Lent are days of Abstinence.
(If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued
until the Easter Vigil—on Holy Saturday night—as the
“paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death of the
Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully
and to celebrate more readily His
Resurrection.)
On a day of Fast, one only (1) full
meal is permitted, and two (2)
smaller meals, which, if added
together, would not exceed the main
meal in quantity. Those between the
ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may
be eaten. Those who have reached the
age of 14 are obliged by the law of
abstinence.
2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast and
Abstinence “substantially,” or as a whole, is a
serious Obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are
designated as days of penance, but each individual
may substitute for the traditional abstinence from
meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as
penance.
4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter
Duty) extends from the First Sunday of Lent,
March 5, 2017 to The Solemnity of the Most Holy
Trinity, June 11, 2017.

Bishop Robert Barron’s acclaimed video series
“Catholicism” will be shown on Wednesday mornings
from 9:30 to 10:30 am in the Jackson Room (in Mary’s
Chapel, the lower church). Its ten episodes cover key
topics of our religious using beautifully produced visits
to many famous Catholic shrines and churches. The
sessions begin March 15 and conclude on May 17,
skipping only the Wednesday of Holy Week. It will be
a fine opportunity to “journey around the world and
deep into the Faith.”

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
DISPENSATION

The Feast of St. Patrick ,fall on the Friday
of the Second Week of Lent this year.
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.,
Archbishop of Newark, sent the following
Statement to all parishes in the diocese:
“After due consideration of a number of requests, I
dispense the people of the Archdiocese of Newark
from the obligation to abstain from meat on Friday,
March 17, 2017.
“I remind all Catholics who avail themselves of this
dispensation that the Church highly encourages you to
substitute some other act of penance, such as special
prayer, acts of piety or works of charity on March 17th.”
The Cardinal also reminds us of the Lenten
Regulations (which appear on this page).

TIME TO FILL YOUR
“RICE BOWL”

Operation Rice Bowl, created
by Catholic Relief Services, has
been a Lenten tradition of Saint
Joseph Parish for many years.
The money collected will help many who are hungry in
our own country and throughout the world.
Cardboard rice bowls are available at the doors of
the church (or at the Parish Office/Rectory). All
donations (in the form of a check made out to “Saint
Joseph Church”—do NOT return actual rice bowl or
coins) must be dropped off or sent to the Religious
Education Office located at 105 Harrison Street, New
Milford, NJ 07646 by Wednesday, April 12.

IRISH SODA BREAD
FOR SALE BY ASCPG
NEXT WEEKEND
The American Special Children’s Pilgrimage Group
will be selling Irish soda bread at the Harrison Street
entrance to the church after Masses next weekend to
help support their work. The ASCPG is
a non-profit organization that unites
children/young adults with volunteer
caregivers for a fabulous Easter Week
in Lourdes, France.
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SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS
2017 ANNUAL APPEAL

As Catholics, we are called to serve
our neighbors with compassion and
humility. The Sharing God’s Blessings
Annual Appeal offers each of us the opportunity to
share in the troubles endured by our brothers and
sisters in Christ by funding ministries and programs
which provide social, educational and spiritual support
to thousands of people each year.
Please consider making your pledge today.
Envelopes are available in this bulletin (SEE
ATTACHED) or at the doors of the church or at the
rectory/parish office.
If you missed seeing the video shown last weekend
in church, you can go to rcan.org/sharing-godsblessings-video-2017
Thank you for sharing your own blessings by helping
to fund the many charitable activities of the
Archdiocese . Your generosity will make a big
difference in the lives of many in need.

“STATIONS OF THE CROSS”
DURING LENT

The Stations (or Way) of the Cross is a Catholic devotion
during which the faithful make a “spiritual pilgrimage of
prayer through meditating on the chief scenes of Christ’s
sufferings and death”— images of which are typically
hung on the walls of the church.
The Stations of the Cross will be held at Saint Joseph
Church EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT (except Good Friday)
at 2:00 pm with the schoolchildren and again at 7:00
pm. All are welcome to attend.

HAPPY NEWS!
Mary Baglivi, grandmother of baby Oliver
Kamal, reports that her little grandson had
another surgery on his heart and is doing
very well. Both the surgeon and cardiologist
were very pleased with how quickly Oliver recovered
from this operation. The family wants to thank
everyone at Saint Joseph who has been praying for baby
Oliver. He will continue to require frequent follow-ups
and possibly more surgery, but the family is thrilled
with his progress so far and thank everyone for keeping
him in their thoughts and prayers.

BECOME A LITURGICAL MINISTER
Have you ever thought you might like to
read Scripture at Mass, help to give Holy
Communion, serve on the altar, sing in our
choir or greet those attending our Masses?
The Liturgical Ministries are an excellent way to fulfill
your baptismal call of service to one another. Training
is available for each of the ministries.
If you would like to learn more about one of our
liturgical ministries or would like to volunteer for one,
please see any one of our priests or call the parish office
at 201-261-0148. You can also contact a representative
of the ministry via email:
Readers: Betty Kern at beanke@optonline.net
Ministers of Holy Communion: Phil De Rosa
at philip.derosa@prudential.com
Altar Servers: Dr. Michael Petrella at
mopetrellamd@gmail.com
Choir: Monroe Quinn at quinnm@sjcnj.org
Ushers/Greeters: Tom Moran at tmoran61@gmail.com

SHAWL MINISTRY MEETING
—MARCH 14

Saint Joseph’s Shawl Ministry will meet
on Tuesday, March 14 from 2:00-4:00
pm in the Parish Life Center on Grove
Street.
All knitters & crocheters are welcome to join us in
making shawls… or bring your current yarn project and
spend a relaxing afternoon with us.
Our ministry has shawls available for those
experiencing illness, confinement, bereavement, or
other situation. For further information, please contact
Barbara Piersa at 201-261-0298 or Pat De Nicolo at
201-261-4323.
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SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL

WOMEN’S COMMISION DAY OF REFLECTION

PRESENTS

Come for a day of Faith, Fellowship and Prayer!

“THE DANGERS OF SOCIAL MEDIA”

—MARCH 11

Safety Tips for You and Your Child

8:00 am-3:30 pm, Seton Hall Univ., $25

as presented by retired FBI special agent
Bob Bukowski , RLB Security Consultants
Because our young people are practically
growing up on the internet, it is essential
that we teach them the skills they will need to safely
learn and socialize online. As adults, we too need to
find ways to keep our own personal information (and
reputations) secure.
ALL ARE INVITED to a very special presentation on
Tuesday, March 21 at 7:30 pm in the Saint Joseph
lower school Gym (305 Elm St., Oradell) that will help
you:
 Learn what to do if you are threatened or scammed
online
 Learn the myths vs. the facts of the internet
 Protect your child from child predators, sexting,
cyberbullying, recruitment by terrorists or gangs
Any questions, see the brochures in our church racks or
call 201-261-2388. There is NO COST.

This year’s theme is “Alive in Christ as Missionary
Disciples.” Mother Olga of the Sacred Heart, found
and mother servant of the Daughters of Mercy of
Nazareth, Archdiocese of Boston, and Lisa Hendey,
founder and editor of CatholicMom.com, are the
keynote speakers. Register at rcan.org/
womenscommission Event includes continental
breakfast and lunch. If anyone needs a ride or can offer
a ride, please contact Pat Fakharzadeh at
201-599-2123 or email her at LOM@sjcnj.org

CELEBRATING
GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY
—MARCH 12
The Girl Scouts of Saint Joseph Parish
are invited to come together at the
9:00 am Mass on Sunday, March 12 to celebrate the
liturgy and the 105th anniversary of the founding of
Girl Scouting by Juliette (“Daisy”) Gordon Low.

OUR ANNUAL BEEFSTEAK DINNER—ANOTHER BIG SUCCESS!

CELEBRATING A SPECIAL
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
IN 2017?
The Archdiocese would like to honor those
couples who celebrate five, twenty-five and
fifty years of Christian marriage in the year
2017. These anniversary liturgies will take
place in the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark on the following dates:
April 30, 2017 at 3:00 pm
(25 years and 5 years)
May 7, 2017 at 3:00 pm
(50 years)
We extend our warmest congratulations to
those who are celebrating one of these special
anniversaries and hope you will be able to
attend the liturgy.
Please be sure to notify our parish secretary
Gerry Carolan no later than April 11 so we can
send your name to the Archdiocese.

You can see our bulletin IN COLOR
on our parish website
sjcnj.org

Thanks to all who attended our Beefsteak Dinner. We had over
170 guests who enjoyed a delicious meal and beautiful music by
Peter Greco. Many thanks to the dinner committee:
Carol Winkler, Betty Kern, Judy Rosenberg, Rich Ciero,
Bob Viscardi and Irene Galvan for another great job! Watch
for photos in next week’s bulletin!

SACRAMENT
OF
MARRIAGE

February 24,
2017
Matthew
Totaro
&
Kara
Walker
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