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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9 am,
10:30 am, 12 noon
DAILY
Weekdays 7:00 am
& 8:30 am
Saturday 8:30 am

HOLY DAYS
as announced
Miraculous Medal
Novena
Monday, 7:00 pm
in Mary’s Chapel
Eucharistic Adoration
First Wed. of Month
9 am—5 pm in MC

SACRAMENTS
Confession: Saturday,
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Baptism
Contact the Parish Office
Marriage
Arrangements should be made
with a priest at least
one year in advance.

Homebound/Hospital
Call Parish Office
Office

Location

Phone

Email/Fax

Website

Parish Office

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-0148

office@sjcnj.org

sjcnj.org

Fax #: 201-261-0369

Religious Education

105 Harrison St., New Milford

201-261-1144 religioused@sjcnj.org

sjcnjre.org

Saint Joseph School
the greenhouse PreK

305 Elm St., Oradell

201-261-2388

sjsusa.org

office@sjsusa.org

Christian Initiation of
Adults—RCIA
Contact Parish Office

PARISH
REGISTRATION
Contact Parish Office

Office Hours: (Parish) Mon-Fri.: 9 am - 5 pm; (Rel. Ed.) Mon.-Thurs: 10 am-4 pm (Also by appointment.)
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REMEMBERING BISHOP JOHN MORTIMER SMITH
Bishop John Mortimer Smith, who died last month, held a special place in the hearts of many
Saint Joseph parishioners. In 1973, at the age of 37, he came to our parish as a member of the
first Team Ministry. When in 1982, he was sent to the North American College in Rome, he had
made many lifelong friends at Saint Joseph. Below are some of their special memories of Father
Smith, or “Mort,” as he was affectionately known.

“Msgr. Mort Smith touched the
hearts of many with his wisdom,
humor and understanding. His
homilies addressed every age and
made each feel he was talking
directly to you. We remember him
describing faith as a ‘cherry on top
of a sundae.’ In one of his first
homilies he stated: ‘Only One is
needed in your life—Jesus! Put it
on your refrigerator!’ I did!”
—Lois and Arnie Schnieder

“After our church Christmas
cleaning party to which all were
invited, I was picking up my mop
and duster and looked up at the
altar. There on the steps was
Father Smith with all the children
around him, some even on his lap,
and he was telling them about the
Baby Jesus. He was the pied piper
at that moment, and his face was
aglow sharing his love for Jesus.”
—Margie & Brendan Walsh

“Forty-five years ago Fr. Smith
patiently listened and prayed with me
as I listed all my reasons for having
left the Church for the previous ten
years.To his surprise and mine, God’s
Spirit was actively involved. I
returned with enthusiasm and deep
faith. He encouraged me to return to
school for a Master’s in spirituality.
Saint Joseph Parish, with the Team
Ministry, became a community of
healing, support and love. Bishop
Smith has served the Lord with
gladness in happy as well as difficult
times. Well done, dear friend.”
—Kathy Geelan

“To know Bishop Smith,
‘Mort’ as we knew him, was
truly a gift and blessing from
God. … One of the first
Masses that Mort celebrated
at Saint Joseph was First
Communion Mass. My wife
and I were serving as
Eucharistic Ministers and
when it came time to serve
the children their First
Eucharist, Mort turned to me
and said, ‘Catch me if I fall.’
The next thing I see is Mort
getting on his knees to give
the Eucharist to the children
receiving their First Holy
“Fr. Smith always treated me with
Communion.He wanted to be
unconditional love. I feel truly
blessed to have spent time with him as on the same eye level as the
children.
a young child. He encouraged my
That was
creativity...if not for him, I would not
Mort.”
have been able to pass on the magic
—Vinny &
tricks that he taught me to my nieces,
Marilyn
nephews, and most importantly, my
De Conzo
daughter.”
—Brian Geelan

“In 1977 Father Smith was a
comforting presence when dear
friends lost a son at the age of
12. It is a time we won’t forget.
… He officiated at the First
Communion of our youngest
daughter. … In later years,
Patricia was a naval officer and
visited Bishop Smith in his
diocese of Jacksonville, FL. He
was most welcoming. Our son
Edward was at Notre Dame
when they had a Bishops’
Conference there. He visited
with Bishop Smith; it was like
seeing an old friend. —Ed and
Kay Cronin

“The world has lost a great
and wonderful priest, pastor
and spiritual director. May
he rest in the loving arms
of Our Lord and Blessed
Mother Mary.” —Jo Luby

“[The Team Ministry] visited many
homes in the parish. One early visit
we remember [is when they] came to
[our house] for a sandwich on a hot
July day. [We were] kind of unorganized as we had just gotten back
from a week at the shore. At one
point, while sitting on the floor in the
living room, Mort suggested we sing
“Joy to the World,” which he did
immediately in a strong, deep voice.
We all joined in the Christmas song
on that warm summer day.
“When Bishop Smith was at
The team got the parish
Saint Joseph he had an idea for
involved
in new spiritual initiaa different kind of marriage
preparation program. His plan tives, mostly through Mort’s
contacts in the diocese. [They
was to have married couples
included] Renew...Marriage
work with engaged couples
Encounter (which was our
on a one-on-one basis. Since
main focus besides our growGeorge and I were a “mixed
ing family)...and later Cornermarriage”—Catholic and
stone.… In his way, Fr. Smith
Protestant—he felt we could
be of help working with young helped us fall in love with
Church!—Frank and Ginger
couples who had the same
Purcell
situation. At first we were
reluctant, but...in the end we
“We will always be thankful for
were rewarded tenfold for our
Father Smith’s kindness and
efforts. ...Just before he left
blessings during the illness of
Saint Joseph for the North
Shirley Trepicchio in 1974-75.
American College [in Rome],
He made several house calls and
he presided at our 25th
visited Shirley at Sloan Kettering
anniversary...and it was a
during her illness. Over the
special blessing for us to join
years, he kept up with our family
him at the Cathedral in Trenton
as his career took him to Rome
for our 50th.”
and later to Trenton.”
—George & Mary
—Henry Trepicchio
Margaret Carter

Dozens of Saint Joseph parishioners attended Bishop Smith’s funeral at the Cathedral of
Mary of the Assumption in Trenton on January 26, 2019. Parishioner and Fourth Degree
Knight of Columbus, Paul Noonan (seen left), stood guard at the Bishop’s wake.
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When couples marry in Christ, they declare to each
other before the Church that they intend that their lives
will portray Christ’s love for his people. The Lord loves
us with his full heart and with complete faithfulness, no
matter what mischief we have done, and Christian
married couples say they will try their best to live such a
love in their homes. Jesus has loved us with the supreme
sacrifice of his very life, and so is the great model for how
husbands and wives vow to love each other and their
families. And Christ, in his last words to his followers, as
recorded in St. Matthew’s Gospel, tells them to “go … and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you” (Mt 28, 19-20). Christian spouses keep this
command wonderfully when they welcome their children
into the world and bring them up according to the ways
of Jesus Christ.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church notes that
marriage “helps to overcome self-absorption, egoism,
pursuit of one’s own pleasure, and to open oneself to the
other, to mutual aid and to self-giving.” This is the
proven means to live in happiness—and your splendid
vocation holds it out to you as an ideal. But the
Sacrament of Marriage is more than a set of lofty
teachings. The Lord promises to be with every couple
who have accepted and given this sacrament so that they
can live up to its strenuous demands. Even in the most
difficult situations of life, Catholic married couples know
that they don’t have just their own talents and energies
to rely on, but have the effective help of Christ himself,
who will give them the strength to do even things that
seem impossible. As the Catechism reminds us with
enormous encouragement:

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Higher offices in Chinese government thirteen
hundred years ago were awarded to those who
excelled in difficult competitive examinations.
Those who obtained the emperor’s most coveted posts
were among the brightest of the land and carried out
their duties even in the empire’s most far-flung and
exotic reaches, sometimes thousands of miles distant.
There they transacted the government’s business,
collected its taxes and fought its wars. And these duties
could be lonely, especially if an official fell from favor and
had to endure exile. Among these educated men were
the greatest poets of China’s long history. One of them,
Chan Tiu-lin, wrote verses called “The Willow Leaf.”
That maiden, dreaming at her window ledge, leaning
on her soft white arms … I do not love her for her
great mansion on the shore of the yellow river. I
love her because she has let fall, floating down into
the stream, a little willow leaf.
I do not love the east wind because it carries to me
the scent of those peach-trees that are like snow on
the mountains. I love it because it has carried the
little willow leaf to my boat.
And the little willow leaf … I do not love it because
it reminds me that soft spring has come again. I love
it because the dreaming maiden has picked a name on
it with her needle, and because that name is mine.
Thursday is Valentine’s Day. You who
have lived the sacrament of Marriage fondly
must find your thoughts celebrating such a
particular love. Perhaps some of you were
childhood sweethearts who knew each other
from your early days. Others met in ways
that must seem to have been impossible, humanly
speaking. But all of you met according to the design of
God, who has loved you from all eternity. You have at
least this one thing in common: that before an altar in a
church, years ago—years that have probably seemed to
pass impossibly swiftly—you pledged to love each other
and care for each other in a bond you meant to last as
long as your very lives. And you promised, at the same
time, to bring children into this world as an outcome of
your love, if God would grant you that blessing.
At the beginning of the first book of Scripture,
Genesis, we see its two accounts of God’s creation. In the
second, we are told that “the Lord God formed man out of
the clay of the ground and blew into his nostrils the
breath of life, and so man became a living being.” But,
even after situating him in a delectable garden, God
remarks that “it is not good for the man to be alone. I will
make a suitable partner for him.” And so God creates the
first woman, Eve, to be Adam’s companion. And the
Biblical writer says, “That is why a man leaves his father
and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them
become one body.” (Gn 2, 7⦁18⦁24)
(continued above)

The sacrament of Matrimony signifies the union of
Christ and the Church. It gives spouses the grace to
love each other with the love with which Christ has
loved his Church; the grace of the sacrament thus
perfects the human love of the spouses, strengthens
their indissoluble unity, and sanctifies them on the
way to eternal life.
The joys of marriage are meant to link with even
greater ones God will give us beyond our short years on
earth. As the Bible begins with a consideration of
marriage, so it ends with one. The mystical Book of
Revelation describes how the blessed are invited to the
wedding feast of the lamb, who is Christ (19, 9). And
those who will partake of it will then be shown the bride
of the lamb (21, 9), the Church. And in the new
Jerusalem, which Revelation describes as an
incomparably beautiful city with streets of gleaming gold
and walls of stunning jewels, where a stream that never
dries always provides the most refreshing fruit—a
delectable image to the people of the desert—God’s
people will know the fullness of all of love’s promises.
Msgr. David Hubba
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SHAWL MINISTRY MEETING
—FEBRUARY 11

WHY “CORNERSTONE”?
AN AMAZING GIFT
YOU GIVE YOURSELF

Saint Joseph Shawl Ministry will meet on
Tuesday, February 11 from 2:00-4:00 pm in
the Parish Life Center on Grove Street. All knitters &
crocheters are welcome to join us For more information,
please contact Barbara Piersa at 201-261-0298.

“Connerstone was truly a Faith journey that
changed my life. Before the weekend, I had a relationship
with our Father, but because of the weekend, I am able to
really know Him, and through God’s Word, I came to a
deeper understanding of the Lord. The weekend is an
amazing gift that you can give yourself to transform your
spirituality into a more personal relationsip with the
Lord.”
—Christine Young

CELEBRATING A SPECIAL
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY?

The Archdiocese would like to honor those
couples who celebrate five, twenty-five and fifty years
of Christian marriage in the year 2017. These anniversary liturgies will take place in the Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart in Newark on the following dates:
APRIL 28, 2019 at 3:00 pm (50 years)
JUNE 2, 2019 at 3:00 pm (25 years and 5 years)
We extend our warmest congratulations to those who
are celebrating one of these special anniversaries and
hope you will be able to attend the liturgy.
Please be sure to notify our parish secretary Gerry
Carolan no later than April 15 so we can send your
name to the Archdiocese.

Join us at our annual 26-hour Retreat held this year in
Saint Joseph’s Retreat House. Our Women’s Retreat
will take place on March 1-2 and our Men’s on March
22-23. Pick up a registration form from our church
literature rack or go to our parish website sjcnj.org
(and click on “Parish Activities”) to print one out.

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITES:
CHURCH: sjcnj.org
SCHOOL: sjsusa.org
RELIGIOUS ED.: sjcnjre.org

LOVE STORY
THE CHARACTERS OF THE PASSION

I love you, God who guides the galaxies,
Eternal Lord of majesty and might
whose breath lights suns and stirs the
dust to life,
and summons April dawn from winter night.

A Lenten Mission
at Saint Joseph Church
MARCH 11-12-13
7:30 pm

I love you, Servant Savior small and sweet,
leaving heaven for a cattle shed,
lying helpless in a crib of hay,
Ancient of Days become a babe instead.

Led by Fr. Jerome Cudden, O.P.
In Lent we prepare ourselves spiritually
to enter into our Lord Jesus Christ’s Passion.
When we read the
scriptural accounts of the
Passion of Jesus Christ, we
read the Gospels through a
Resurrection lens because we
know Jesus has risen from the
dead. But what about the men
and women who took part in
the Passion of Jesus Christ
without knowing the reality
of the Resurrection?
This Mission will examine
the roles played by Peter,
Judas, Pilate, Herod, Claudia,
Herodias, Mary, Barrabas
and Dismas and how their
actions are applicable to our
own spiritual lives.

I love you, Mary’s son who laid aside
omnipotence for dutiful childhood,
divinity subject to human ills,
Creator crafting humble wares of wood.
I love you, King of Kings in thorny crown,
mankind’s Messiah robed in mockery,
Christ as criminal condemned to die
for teaching truth and setting captives free.
I love you, Lord of Love who from the cross
forgave the crowds who shouted “Crucify!”
Almighty God as lamb or sacrifice,
washing in your blood fools such as I.
I love you, resurrected Son of God,
stooping to cook breakfast for your friends,
feeding me the Supper of your love
so I may share the life that never ends.
—Marie Chiarella
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Saturday
5:00 pm

February 9, 2019
Nancy O’Brien

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

February 10, 2019
People of the Parish
Frank Zillitto
Grace & Philip Pasqualone
(70th Wedding Anniversary Remembrance)
Grace Gaynor
Mary B. Sweeney (Birthday Remembrance)

Monday
7:00 am
8:30 am

February 11, 2019
Margaret & James Kirwan
Hugh J. Flanagan

Tuesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

February 12, 2019
Marguerita Lopez-Amaro
Lourdes Gonzales

Wednesday
7:00 am
8:30 am

February 13, 2019
Patricia Victory
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson

Thursday
7:00 am
8:30 am

February 14, 2019
Vincent Leonard
Frederick Burns

Friday
7:00 am
8:30 am

February 15, 2019
Adoracion Della Cerna
Mary & Arthur Potter

Saturday
8:30 am
5:00 pm

February 16, 2019
Hugh Flanagan
Michael Burns

Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am UC
10:30 am MC
12:00 pm

February 17, 2019
People of the Parish
John W. Schatz
Lillian Aquino
Sophia A. Lagdameo
Felix “Papo” Matos (Birthday Remembrance)

Let us remember all those who are ill:
Marissa Relucio, John Guy Papa
Let us remember all those who have recently died:
Hector Sanchez, Louis Mataras,
Deacon Robert Millea, Robert Farley
Let us remember those serving in the military.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom
shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said,
‘send me.’” (Isaiah 6: 8)
Every day, in little ways and in big ways, God asks,
“Whom shall I send?” Whether it is someone to take on
a new ministry, to give a friendly smile to a stranger or
say a word of encouragement to a friend, God constantly
provides opportunities to help someone in need. The
next time you hear God calling, have the courage to walk
through the door and say “Here I am, Lord.”

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Feb. 3, 2019
Basket
$8,763
Electronic Giving
$4,749
Total Sunday Collection $13,512

Feb. 4, 2018
$8,865
$4,823
$13,688

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS 2019
The Annual Appeal supports many of the
ministries that help those in need in our
Archdiocese. Your participation in this
campaign is vitally important. If you have
not yet made a pledge to the 2019 Sharing
God’s Blessings Annual Appeal, there is
still time. Use the pledge envelope in the purple flyer
found in this bulletin and drop it in the collection
basket or bring it to the rectory/parish office. If you
have already made your pledge, thank you!

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
RE-CERTIFICATION—FEBRUARY 12

If you need to be re-certified (if it’s been
five or more years since you received initial
certification) a Keeping the Promise Alive
workshop will be offered on Tuesday, February 12
from 7:00-9:00 pm in the Retreat House gathering
room (lower level).
You must register ONLINE at virtus.org If you
need assistance registering, please call the parish office.

BREAD & WINE INTENTIONS
The bread & wine
for the week of
February 10, 2019
is donatedin loving memory of

Mr. & Mrs. William Sweeney
as requested by
Gail & George Fabiano.

LIGHTING OUR WAY
Facilities Director, Tom Meli, reports that new
photoelectric lighting (that turns on automatically) has
been installed up and around the Ramp leading to the
Upper Church at the Grand Street entrance.

OFFICE CLOSINGS
The Parish Office/Rectory will be closed for Presidents
Day on Monday, February 18. Saint Joseph School will be
closed for the week—from Feb. 18 through Feb. 22.
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FAMILY SHELTER MINISTRY

SEPARATED/DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY
NEXT MEETING—FEBRUARY 11

YOUR HELP IS WELCOME—WEEK of FEB. 17
We will be helping St. Peter’s in River Edge to host
families with children who are currently homeless and
working towards finding permanent housing through
Family Promise of Bergen County during the week of
February 17. A list of supplies needed can be seen at
www.saint-peter.org Your donation may be dropped
off at the main entrance to St. Peter’s Church, 445 Fifth
Avenue, River Edge between 10:00am-12noon on
Saturday, February 16 and Sunday, February 17.
Monetary donations (make check payable to Saint
Joseph Church and memo it “Family Promise”) and gift
cards to local supermarkets would be most welcome.
Please mail or drop off at the Saint Joseph parish office/
rectory at 105 Harrison St., New Milford, NJ 07646.
If you would like to volunteer to help with set-up,
preparing meals or serving at St. Peter’s, please call
Maureen at 201-265-8249 or Joan at 201-265-5823.

The Separated/Divorced Healing Ministry will meet on
February 11, February 25, March 11 and March 25.
There will be a special evening of reflection on April 8.
We meet at 7:30 pm in the Jackson Room in the lower
church (first room on your left as you come down the
stairs from the Harrison St. entrance). All sharing is
confidential.

WOMEN’S COMMISION DAY OF REFLECTION
—MARCH 9

“Alive in Christ...Finding Our True
Identiy”—Saturday, March 9 from 8:00
am-4:00 pm at Seton Hall University (400
South Orange Ave., South Orange, NJ).
Registration is $25 and includes continental breakfast
and lunch. Go to www.rcan.org/womcom

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE
—MARCH 16

660 POSTCARDS MAILED!
Our parish recently participated in the
postcard campaign to ask our NJ State
Representatives to support the Pain
Capable Unborn Child Protection Act (A-1686/S-537)
which would protect babies in the womb at 20-weeks
and beyond. The campaign was a big success. Our parish
alone sent 660 postcards to our elected officials! You can
also call your one State Senator and two Assembly
Members and ask them to support the “Pain Capable” Act
(A-1686/S-537). Visit www.njleg.state.nj.us/districts/
municipalities.asp —then find your town and select the
associated NJ District. Or call Melinda Rabbia at
201-401-2989 for more information. Thank you for
participating in this important life-saving project!

“For a time such as this, Holiness and
Hope!” — Saturday, March 16 from 8:00
am-4:00 pm at Seton Hall University.
Registration is $25 and includes continental breakfast
and lunch. Go to www.rcanmenscommision.org

VISIT THE MAGICAL LAND OF IRELAND
—MAY 12-20

Father David Milliken, pastor of Ascension
Parish in New MIlford, will be the escort for
a professional guided tour of such sites as
the Shrine of Our Lady Queen
of Ireland in Knock, as well as sites in and around
Killarney, Blarney, Cork, Dublin, and Galway. Cost is
$3,150.00 per person—two in a room or $3,800.00 single occupancy; round-trip airfare and transportation;
7 nights hotel accommodations in First Class hotels; full
breakfast and dinner daily. Brochures with complete
details may be obtained in the parish office (256 Azalea
Drive), or call 201-836-8961 or send an email to
ascension@optonline.net to request a copy.

MEXICAN MISSION TRIP—THANK YOU!
Dear Parishioners of Saint Joseph,
Thank you very much for supporting our mission trip
to Mexico. Because of your generous financial contributions, donations of needed items and countless prayers,
we were able to feed the homeless, help the residents of
a women’s homeless shelter who had been abandoned
by their families, and visit the 1,000 families who, because of poverty and circumstance, have been forced to
live on a garbage dump for generations. The children
who live there have never been to school. With the help
of God and your kindness, we were able to send 23 of
those children to school. We met many needy people on
our trip, but also many very holy people too.. Thank you
for sharing your love with them...and with my family.
We really appreciate your generosity.
Peace, The Mustard Family
P.S. You can see photos at hopeofthepoor.org

WERE YOU A MEMBER OF T.A.R.G.E.T.?
JOIN US FOR A GET-TOGETHER—FEBRUARY 23

All past members of Saint Joseph’s TARGET youth group
over 21 are invited to join us at the Emerson Hotel on
Saturday, February 23 at 7:00 pm for a casual reunion
get-together. Please RSVP to Glenn Schneider at
schneiderstudios@msn.com by February 16. Spread
the word and join the Facebook Group at
www.facebook.com/groups/29683042835/
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