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Secretary: Char Renstrom
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Rev. Tim Renstrom
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Email: stmypastor@hotmail.com

February 2018
Here’s food for thought! What do you think? Pastor Tim Renstrom
Smelling the Coffee: Seven Sins of a Dying Church by Mike Ruhl
This article first appeared in the August 25, 2006, Mission Moments newsletter from the Center for U.S. Missions. Permission is
given to copy this article for distribution within your own congregation. Please credit the author and the Center for U.S.
Missions in Irvine, California, www.centerforusmissions.org. For more information, contact the Center at 949-854-8002 x1780.

The Missional Church Consultant was deep in prayer, thanking God for the privilege of studying and
coming alongside dozens of congregations, helping them to straighten out priorities, strengthen their missionary
zeal and operate with healthy organizational structures. He recalled that the average life span of a Christian
congregation in the United States is less than 100 years (somewhat longer in rural areas), and he winced at the
alltoo-frequent tendency of dying congregations to deny their own decline and impending death.
He also was deep in prayer because, after months of careful analysis, measurement and interviews, he
was convinced that this 78-year-old All Saints congregation was dying. He knew that the congregation leaders
could be upset and angry over the specific dysfunctional realities which he had noticed and had imported into his
consultation report.
He prayed that God’s people would be guided by the Holy Spirit to repent of these observable “sins” of a
dying congregation, catch a new vision for what it truly means to be a “faithful and missional” congregation, and
commence on an exciting journey of spiritual renewal.
Barnabas-type missional church consultants (like Thom Rainer of LifeWay Christian Resources) are aware
of seven “sins” (common characteristics) of congregations that are in precipitous decline and impending death.
1. Doctrinal Dilution -- One dying church conducted a group “Bible Study” on whether or not nonChristians might go to heaven. After much debate, the conclusion was that God would indeed allow people
without faith in Christ into heaven. What a terrible tragedy--diluting biblical doctrine in order to make it “easier”
for people to unite with the church! By the way, studies indicate that non-Christians are less likely to attend
churches with weak doctrinal beliefs than those with strong ones.
2. Loss of Evangelistic Passion -- It is no surprise that dying churches have little passion to bring the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to “lost people.” One study indicates that, when the Senior
Continued on next page
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Pastor either lacks or loses passion for reaching the lost, then the saints of those congregations tend to follow
suit.
3. Failure to be Relevant -- Many dying churches are “out of touch” with the trends, values and struggles
of people in their mission field. Some are functioning like an 8-track cassette in a DVD world! The opposite
extreme is noticeable also, as some dying churches abandon some of the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith
in their quest to be relevant.
4. Few Outwardly-Focused Ministries -- One study of established congregations in the US found that
around 95% of the church’s ministries were for the members alone. When churches seek to care and minister
only to their own, it can suggest that decline is in motion and death imminent.
5. Conflict over Personal Preferences -- Energy and focus for advancing the Kingdom of God can be
consumed by conflicts over building programs, church and school rivalry, preferred worship style, color of paint
for a room and type of sanctuary carpeting. Personal preference rigidity can turn some churches into a war zone.
6. The Priority of Comfort -- Can you imagine someone leaving his car outside the garage for a full year
just because the remote door opener has dead batteries? Definitive decline often accelerates as members simply
will not move beyond their couches of comfort, rather than expend energy becoming uncomfortable in the world
outside the walls of the church.
7. Biblical Illiteracy -- Only 3% of US churches have a planned method for instructing their members to
learn the Bible in its entirety. Biblical illiteracy can lead churches into disobedience to the Scriptures because
people do not know what the Bible says.

Reintegrating Faith for the Family

Can you identify one or more of these “sins” in your congregation? If that is the case, do not lose hope.
Consider inviting a Barnabas-type interventionist (such as your District Mission and Ministry Facilitator, or a
consultant team from the Center for United States Missions) into your congregation to help you smell the coffee
of ministry realities, repent of “decline and death sins,” vision and plan for missional advance and be renewed in
mission through the Holy Spirit and the Word. ■

Christian Parenting Workshop
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018
8:30 a.m.—Noon

Trinity Lutheran Church & School
St. Francis, Minnesota
$25 per adult—$35 per couple

Register at www.trinitysf.org/christianparentingworkshop
Childcare is available with pre-registration. Register by Feb. 17th to ensure a place.
In a world when everything seems to be falling apart, how can we put the pieces back together for our
families? What will hold our families together when we’re being pulled from so many directions?

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Jennifer Wosmek, associate professor of psychology at Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato,
Minnesota.

“Approaching the World with Integrity:
The Vocation of Parent”
Exploring how can we best prepare our children to live the faith, Dr. Wosmek explains how the doctrine of
vocation can enhance our engagement with others and deepen our relationships.
This interactive presentation will help parents, teachers and others to reflect on their various vocations and
examine how they may apply Biblical teaching in their lives and communities to promote the Christian worldview.

Sectionals

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 14
Lenten midweek services on each Wednesday at 7:00 pm
alternating between the two churches.
February 14 (Ash Wednesday) at St. Stephen’s
February 21 at St. John’s
February 28 at St. Stephen’s
March 7 at St. John’s
March 14 at St. Stephen’s
March 21 at St. John’s
March 29 (Maundy Thursday) at St. Stephen’s
March 30 (Good Friday) at St. John’s
April 1 (Easter Sunday)
6:00 am - St. Stephen’s; 8:45 am - St. John’s

“Early Assessment and Healthy Childhood Development”
Reviewing developmental milestones can assist parents in knowing when help and support for the healthy
growth of their children might be needed. Dr. Jessica Vaughan-Jensen, PhD, LP, staff psychologist, Fraser—
Minnesota’s largest provider of autism services
“Virtue and Integrity in Families of Faith”
Now more than ever, Christians stand in a profound position to reclaim family virtue in our daily living. Explore
the role of the classic virtues in sustaining families of faith and integrity in a virtue-less age. Rev. Dr. Lucas V.
Woodford, senior pastor Zion Lutheran Church and School, Mayer, Minnesota and collegium fellow with
DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel
“Integrating Prayer in Family Life”
Teaching our children to pray is teaching them the “language of the faith,” saying back to God what He has
spoken to us in the Holy Scriptures. Some ways of doing this are suggested and explored. Rev. Timothy B.
Vaughan, senior pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church and School, St. Francis
“The Word Remains: Integrating Wholesome Stories”
Children are hungry for stories, whether on-screen or on the page. Wise Christian parents actively and
responsibly select stories for their children. But where can decent stories be found, and what tools does the
Christian have to evaluate the appropriateness of the stories we hear and tell? Rev. Keaton Christiansen,
associate pastor/executive director, Trinity Lutheran Church and School, St. Francis
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION

are expressed to:
* those who serve weekly in worship:
pastor, musicians, lay readers,
ushers, greeters, PA technicians,
acolytes, elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* those who served for the Blood Drive this
month
* Waste Management who provides free refuse
and recycling service for SJLC.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

German Meal
at St. John’s Lutheran Church
Saturday, February 10
at 5:00 pm
Everyone Welcome!
Watch bulletins for additional
information.
Contact Jessica Nelson
or Judy Allen-Huston
for more details.

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder:
Altar Guild: Roxanne Orvis
Acolyte: Montgomery Palmer
Greeters: Gary & Cindy Wendorf
Usher Captain: Wendell Swanson
Readers:
February 4 — Diane Buehring
February 11 — Les Orvis
February 18 — Brian Moreau
February 25 — Bernice Moreau
PA Techs:
February 4 — Roxanne Orvis
February 11 — David Haley
February 18 — Gary Wendorf
February 21 — David Haley
February 25 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
February 4 — Katie Downing
February 11 — Sue Haley
February 18 — Cindy Wendorf
February 21 — Sue Haley
February 25 — Cindy Wendorf

February Birthdays & Anniversaries
1
7
10
11
12
14
15
18
19
20

Dick and Marge Scheele
Daniel Scheff
Gene Kuhlman
Jarrod Swanson
Brian & Bernice Moreau
Hunter Blomquist
Sue Haley
Tracy McCoy
Taylor Williams
Arlen Peterson

Page 4

Worship on the radio!
If you are unable to attend worship either at St.
John’s or St. Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can still
hear the service!
The service is taped at the 8:45 am
worship service at St. John’s and
broadcast at 11:00 am on WCMP
106.5 FM or 1350 AM out of Pine
City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the worship tab or the St.
Stephen’s website.
Radio Ministry
If you would like to sponsor one of
the Radio Broadcasts for $75,
please contact the church office.
There are many dates available for
sponsorship.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thrivent Choice dollars have been a great blessing to
St. John’s when Thrivent members designate their
choice dollars for St. John’s. Thrivent members, age
16 and older, have the power to recommend to
Thrivent how they distribute some of its charitable
grant funds. If you are a Thrivent member, we
encourage you to designate your “Choice” dollars for
St. John’s.

Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Our weekly sermons can be found on the worship
page of the website. Check it out!
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/SJLCRushCity

The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)
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Who:

Rum River Circuit Congregations, family, friends and neighbors

What:

Snow Tubing at Wild Chutes, Taylor’s Falls, MN
A bonfire is allowed as well.

When:

Sunday evening, February 18th, 6:00 to 9:00pm (Carpooling is available—check with the church)
(There is no school the next day due to the President’s Day holiday.)

(Isaiah 40:21-31 -The almighty God of all creation)

Where:

February 11
"Was Blind, But Now I See"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Would you rather be blind or visioned? That's an
easy one. But, how does a spiritually blind person
become seeing. (2 Corinthians 4:3)

Wild Chutes Snow Tubing
37200 Wild Mountain Road,
Taylor’s Falls, MN 55084
651-465-6365

Why:

Just because it’s good clean fun!

How:

Each congregation is responsible for their own transportation. There are release forms that must be filled
out in advance by all snow tubers (adults and children).

February 4
"Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these?" Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
There's much in science that witnesses to God. Dr.
Meyer says telescopes and microscopes can
further evangelism more than soap boxes.

February 18
"Pay Attention to What You Hear (Mark 4:24) "
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Lent calls us to take deep into our being the lifechanging words of God. The result? Obedience,
changes in desires, and blessings. (James 1:12-18)
February 25
"Living and Dying"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Looking at sinful mankind, Jesus found what he
was willing to die, and to live for. Are we willing to
do the same? (Romans 5:1-11)

Tickets are $14 per person for 3 hours. You will need to bring your outdoor clothing, $14, and a few dollars for
treats and drinks. We are allowed to bring in our own food and drink if you wish to do that instead for your group.
There is no fee for parents and chaperones who would like to come along but don’t want to go tubing. There is a
place in the warming house to play cards or just sit and visit.
If you’ve never been there, you should know that there is a large conveyor belt that carries you to the top of the hill.
Please contact Pastor Renstrom or the church office to sign up.
Note: In order to get the discounted price, we need to have at least 50 sledders from the circuit, so please plan to join
us for a whole lot of fun!
Wild Chutes Snowtubing is located ¼ mile south of Wild Mountain Ski & Snowboard Area.

Winter Weather Cancellations
In the event of winter storms, listen to WCMP
(1350 AM or 100.9 FM) for cancellation notices.
We will also place an
announcement on the church
FaceBook page and the church
website not less than one hour
before the activity or event.

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

Worship
Attendance

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

Sunday School
Students/Staff

Longer Look
Bible Class

12-31-2017

42

-----

$2,945.00

13

No Class

No Class

1-7-2018

51

44

$1,510.00

13

4+2

5

1-14-2018

56

-----

$2,871.50

9

9+2

5

1-21-2018

59

48

$1,104.00

13

4+2

5

