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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Over the next two months, we will
begin a number of new classes and groups
for those who wish to take another step
in their walk of faith. Please let us know
if you or a family member would like to
participate in any of these options.
First Communion Class for early
elementary children. This class will
probably take place during the Sunday School hour in Lent, and be
an age-appropriate opportunity to learn more about the Eucharist
and what it means to be part of the Body of Christ.
Youth Confirmation Class for high school students. This class will
help our young people learn the basics of the Christian faith and
have an opportunity to appropriate that faith for themselves. The
class will include learning about ministry in the church and in the
world, and end with a mission trip, in preparation for confirmation
in the spring of 2021.
Adult Confirmation/Reception Class for those who would like to
learn more about their faith, St. John’s, and the Episcopal Church
in preparation for confirmation or reception into the Episcopal
Church in May of this year.
Lent Madness! We always have a group learning about the saints
via this fun on-line voting contest, and we’d be happy to include
you.
Prayer Team for those looking to connect with others and offer
prayers for the needs of our church, our community, and our world.
Your Passion! Many classes and activities at St. John’s get started
because one or two people decide to pull a group of people together
and get something going. If you have a particular interest or
ministry idea, let us know. Maybe others are feeling the same call.

SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, February 25, 2020
5:00 – 7:00 PM
at St. John’s Episcopal Church
226 W. State Street, Sharon
Come enjoy our fabulous flapjacks served with syrup or
our famous blueberry topping and sausage.
A freewill donation will be taken to support
St. John’s youth activities and mission trips.

St. John’s Kids News
By the time you receive this newsletter, the St. John’s Kids Subs
will have been prepared and eaten. Check out our Facebook page for
pictures of deliciousness happening!
The next SJK event will be our Winter Luau on Sunday,
March 1st, from 11:30am to 2:00pm. We’ll have summer themed
fun & games for all St. John’s kids, plus lunch. Come play away
your winter blues!

CHURCH RECORDS:
Change of Address:
John Erimias 680 S. Keel Ridge Rd., Hermitage PA 16148
If you have a new address, phone number, e-mail address, etc.,
please advise the Parish Secretary so she is able to update our
records in the parish office. Thank you.

Peace, Adam
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MEMOS FROM THE OFFICE:
The deadline to submit articles for the March 2020 newsletter
will be Thursday, February 13. Please send articles to the church at:
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
The parish office will be closed on Monday, February 17
in observance of President’s Day.
Tina will be on vacation February 18-28. It is very important
that you turn in your newsletter articles by Feb. 13

St. John’s Library
Our church library has two new books. Matt Wertz donated Prayers
and Devotions and Crossing the Threshold of Hope both by Pope John
Paul II. Both will teach us more about Christianity and The Catholic
Church. The library thanks Matt for his donations. If you are interested
in any of the church library’s books, please take it and when you are
finished reading it return it to the bottom shelf.

– Barb Bogolin, Librarian • 724-347-1197

SENIOR CITIZEN
VALENTINE LUNCHEON

St. John’s Suitcases
for Children
NEEDED: Used or New Suitcases
What is it like to be in foster care?
For one thing, you lose a lot of your
stuff because you don’t get much time
to pack, and you often have nothing
to pack IN. Some clothes in a garbage
bag is no way for a child to live.
Catholic Charities in Sharon can
accept used-but-working-and-clean
OR new suitcases, bookbags, duffle bags. When a child is placed
into or moved in Foster Care, the agency can provide the child with
a piece of luggage for their belongings.
Check your basements, closets, attics, and garages for working
luggage you no longer need. Clean it up, make sure all the parts
work, and bring them to the church. We will gather them through
the month of February. Please bring your items to the youth room,
up the stairs in the lounge, and place in the 2nd room.
Note: Catholic Charities also notes a need for children’s winter
clothing (all sizes) and blankets. We encourage you to pack your
bag with clean used or new warm clothing and/or blankets.
Questions? Contact Jane Trambley, Lisa Zamora,
or Ron Gracilla.

Hosted by West Hill Ministries
Wednesday, February 12 • Noon
at St. John’s Church – Allen Hall
Lunch is free and reservations are required
by calling: First Baptist Church: 724-347-7261
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Ash Wednesday Services –
February 26
St. John’s will offer three services on Ash Wednesday,
February 26. All involve Eucharist and the imposition of ashes.

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
I know what you were thinking.
“Maybe the whole Winter will stay around 50 degrees.”
Yet, here we are, with the thermometer swinging from high to
low, weather from rain and snow, then ice and back to rain. Even
the birds seem confused, singing Spring songs one morning, then
pleading for fresh feeder seed the next. The Black-Capped Carolina
Chickadees are the most insistent.
It’s clear we are certainly experiencing great changes and they are
coming quite fast. Sometimes, with sudden deviations another thing
creeps into our mind...fear.
I believe there is one thing we can depend on every day, regardless
of what dramatic winds of change might sweep in our path. That is,
God’s never ending love for us. God is love! This theme I have woven
into the final weeks of the Epiphany season.
On Jan 26th, after our annual meeting, I invite you to enjoy Alli
on flute and Jarred on Cello as they accompany the organ and choir
on David Cherwien’s updated text to “If You But Trust in God to
Guide You”. Indeed, as the anthem moves from solo to divisi, we
are reminded that You will find strength, with God beside you, To
bear the worst of evil days and asks “If you are in God’s care and
keeping, In sorrow will God love you less?” I concur with this anthem’s
conclusion, “God will not fail to guide and bless Those who embrace
God’s faithfulness.”
We celebrate The Presentation or “Candlemas” on Feb 2nd.
In thinking about Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the temple
I thought ‘Love Is Little”, from the traditional Shaker tune,
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7:00am:

Rite I, no music, All Saints Chapel

12:05pm: Rite I, instrumental music, St. John’s Church
7:00pm:
		

Joint service with FUMC,
at First United Methodist Church, Sharon

Friday Stations of The Cross
This prayer service based on the Lord’s passion will be led
Friday’s at 12:05pm from February 28 - Good Friday, April 10.
“The custom of praying the Stations of the Cross arose in the late
Middle Ages when the Holy Land was occupied by Turks who
forbade access to the holy places which Jesus frequented during
His earthly life. Devout believers who could not visit the actual
sites began to construct replicas of those sacred places where they
could gather to pray. The “Stations of the Way of the Cross” soon
outpaced most other such devotions in popularity. Modeled on the
designated stopping places for prayer on the famous “Via Dolorosa”
in Jerusalem, they provided the faithful with an opportunity to
reflect on Christ’s painful pilgrimage to Calvary. By the end of
the 16th Century, the fourteen stations had become a devotional
element of nearly every church in Christendom.
The aim of the devotion is to help Christians unite with
the spirit of Jesus as He made His sorrowful way to Golgotha. That
journey cannot be made without responding with gratitude for the
suffering He endured. The Way of the Cross teaches us more about
Christ’s love than about His pain in order to teach us to be grateful
and reflect His love to others. The devotion hopes to deepen our
awareness that the Christ who walked to Calvary still walks His way
of love among us as friend, foe, neighbor, and even ourselves.”
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org

8

St. John’s Family Kitchen serving the
Free Community Lunch:
Next cooking day: Thursday, February 27; 1:00pm
Serving day: Saturday, February 29; (please note that St. John’s will be
serving the 5th Saturday of February not the 3rd Saturday)
Wrap silverware & final food preparation: 9:00 am – 10:00 am
Serving/clean-up: 11:00 am – 1:30 pm
Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us.
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
St. John’s will host its annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
on Tuesday, February 25 from 5:00-7:00pm in Allen Hall. All are invited to
join us for pancakes, our blueberry syrup and sausage. A freewill donation
will be taken to support St. John’s youth activities and mission trips.
If you can help with set-up, cooking, serving,
or clean-up, please let Father Adam know.

Please return your blessed palms to the church by
Sunday, February 16 so that they can be burned to make
the ashes for the Ash Wednesday services.

encapsulated our young savior perfectly. Although “Love is little”, it
is also gentle, silent, strong, wonderful and many other things. We
know that Love...Jesus...will always do the thing that’s right.
The 5th week of Epiphany exclaims, “We are the light of the
world”. There are few more joyful and powerful anthems than
“Eternal God” by Richard Shephard. In a triumphant, harmonically
daring treatment of The Prayer of St. Augustine, organ and choir
boldly proclaim, “Eternal God, the light of the minds that know you
… grant us so to love you that we may freely serve you”. There will be
no napping in this message, so be ready to get invigorated!
On Feb 16th, enjoy the combination of flute, organ and choir who
offer “My Song in the Night”, by Arlen Clark. This tender, warm,
lovely blend of textures wraps us in a favorite blanket by a crackling
fireplace, asking, “O Jesus, my Savior, my song in the night, come to us
with thy tender love, my soul’s delight. Unto thee, O Lord, in affliction I
call, my comfort by day, my Song in the Night.”
On the final Sunday after Epiphany, enjoy the Bach-like “Savior,
Teach Me Day by Day”. Raymond Weidner wrote a delightful anthem
trading between organ interludes and chorale responses asking Jesus,
“Savior, teach me day by day, Thine own lesson to obey, Better lesson
cannot be, Loving Him Who first loved me.”
Let’s keep warm as the final third of Winter concludes. Also,
insulate yourself from worry and fear in these challenging days with
the certainty of God’s never ending love for us. “God will not fail to
guide and bless Those who embrace God’s faithfulness”.
Be at Peace, Ron Gracilla

Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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