F R O M

God’s House
Your House

226 West State Street
Sharon, PA 16146

T O

OCTOBER
2019
• NEWS
• CALENDAR
MAY 2014
• NEWS
• CALENDAR
St. John’s
John’s Episcopal
Episcopal Church
Church
St.
The Rev.
Rev. Adam
Adam T.
T. Trambley,
Trambley, Rector
Rector
The
724-347-4501 •• stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
724-347-4501
www.stjohnssharon.org
www.stjohnssharon.org

Christian Education News:
For ALL ages
By the time you read this, Sunday school will have begun a new
year. How DID the summer go by so quickly? We started the
new Sunday year with a Kickoff breakfast for the parish. Check
out some of the photos on our Facebook page; bounce houses and
photo booths are not just for the kids.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This summer during a creativity
brainstorming session, a number of
parishioners identified making the
sanctuary more accessible as something that we as a church needed
to work on. The vestry agreed, and talked with a number of people,
including those coming in wheelchairs and with reduced mobility.
Then we spent two meetings discussing and selecting options.
While some good ideas, like installing restrooms that are closer to
the worship space, are not able to be undertaken at this time, we
have decided to go forward with a number of actions.
First, we will be creating two wheelchair cut-outs along the
center aisle. Many churches now have these spaces that allow
someone in a wheelchair to sit next to their family members. We
are working with a woodworker who will keep the integrity of the
current pew sides as we create the cut-outs. Second, we will be
re-spacing all of our pews. Except for the three roomier side pews,
our pews are between 29”-31” apart. Suggested standard spacing is
at least 36”. We will be taking out a few pews on each side to allow
for more space between the pews, which will make it easier to get
in and out of the pews and to kneel down comfortably. We will also
create a couple pews that have more spacing that will allow people
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This year our Wee’Uns will continue with the KidsSpring
curriculum, while the ‘Tweens will be learning through Bible
games, and the Adult Study Group will be learning about “Women
of the Bible.” Come join one of our Education classes at 9:00 am.
St. John’s Kids will be starting off another year of fun with a
“Dinner and Glow Night” on Sunday, October 13th at 6:00 pm. All
kids are welcome!
And speaking of dinner, our kids really enjoy having a chance
to get together with the adults who provide meals for us. If you, or
your group, would like to make a meal for kids, please speak to
Laura Peretic.

NEEDED: someone to build a storage unit for our cutting boards in
the kitchen. I have the design. If interested contact Madge Tamber at
madgetamber@gmail.com or 724-662-4367.

Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org

10

ALL SAINTS DAY SERVICE
Sunday, November 3, 2019

At this service, names of loved ones who have passed on to
eternal life will be remembered. All Saints Day is an important
Holy Day in the church calendar. You will find an offering envelope
in this newsletter for your All Saints Day offering, along with
a place for you to print the names of deceased loved ones to be
remembered at the All Saints Day Service on Sunday, November
3rd at both services. All envelopes need to reach the office no later
than Thursday, October 24.

ECW News
Preparing for WinterFest, our plan is to bake our cookies
Monday - Wednesday mornings starting at 9:00 during October
and November, taking a little break Thanksgiving week. WinterFest
will be Saturday, December 7th. Also, we are looking for any nice
Christmas decorations, etc that you no longer use for our Vintage
Christmas table, and there will be a Trash and Treasure table. There
will be more information to follow, watch the weekly bulletin and
newsletter for updates.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Help your neighbors get the (tax) credit they deserve! We are looking for
compassionate and friendly people to join our volunteer team this upcoming tax
season right here in Mercer County.
No experience is needed–we will train you. And you don’t need to be an AARP
member. For more information, contact Mary Ellen Bayuk, at meb5@psu.edu or
412-916-6923 or apply online at www.aarpfoundation.org/taxaidevolunteer
Mary Ellen Bayuk, PA2-D10 Mercer County
AARP Tax-Aide District Coordinator

with canes, walkers, or crutches to enter and exit more easily. These
changes should make the seating more accessible and comfortable,
without detracting from the beauty of the sanctuary.
The sanctuary carpeting is also showing its age in a number of
places, and creases in the carpet can prove hazardous. The vestry
has begun the process of looking at new carpeting or other flooring.
However, before we install new carpeting, we have decided to finish
the painting and plaster repair that began last year. We hope all of
these changes will be completed sometime this program year.
The vestry has also given the green light to a group of
parishioners who feel called to begin a preschool at St. John’s.
We know that there is a need for more preschools in our
neighborhood, and a number of parishioners have experience in
starting preschools or have the other gifts that would be needed
for such an initiative. I believe such a ministry offers an incredible
opportunity for us to pass on our faith to a new generation in a
new context. We are still in the early stages of looking at this, but
are committed to a ministry that lives out our purpose to Worship
God, Care for People, and Grow as Christians with little ones in our
neighborhood. Please pray that God would open doors and provide
the resources we need for this work.
We have a number of new Musical Scholars that we are glad to
welcome to St. John’s. Five scholars from last year are returning,
and we have one new scholar from Sharon and a number from
Sharpsville. Additionally, First Presbyterian Church, Sharon, is
partnering with us for a number of initiatives both for our scholars
and our adult choir. We know that this program made a difference
last year for the participants and in our worship, and I am thrilled
that it is growing this year.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Thank you all for your faithfulness and your prayers. I am just
hitting some highlights amid all the ministry so many of you do.
In the past few weeks Sunday school has also begun after kicking
off with a bouncy house and a burrito breakfast, and the Episcopal
Church Women will soon begin cookie baking. So many help make
our worship meaningful and beautiful each week, and our food
pantry and kitchen volunteers continue to share our bread with the
community. May God continue to bless all of our work.
Peace,

Deaths:
George Johnson • September 4, 2019
“Rest eternal grant unto him O Lord.”

Baptisms:
Chelsea Victoria Shank • September 4, 2019
“Sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and
marked as Christ’s own forever”

Marriages:
Zachary Schou and Sara Kropp • September 7, 2019

Adam
COME JOIN US WEDNESDAYS
Our light fellowship meal after the Wednesday service resumes on
October 2. You don’t need to bring anything, just you.

The office will be closed on Monday, October 14
in observance of Columbus Day.
Tina will be on vacation October 28-November 4.
The office will be closed on Friday, November 1.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline to submit articles for the November newsletter is
Wednesday, October 16. Please send articles to the church at:
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 3rd at 2am.Don’t forget
to turn your clocks back one hour before going to bed on November 2nd.
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CHURCH RECORDS:
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“Those whom God has joined together
Let no one put asunder.”

Would you like to know what is
happening at St. John’s each
week? If so, please read on…
We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to
those folks that have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s
schedule of acolytes and servers, as well as the date and time of
events in the week following. We also include upcoming events.
Some may think that this is a mini-newsletter, which it almost
is! Many things pop up during the week that isn’t included in the
monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way for you to
stay informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages.
If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like
to, please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add
you to the weekly list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each
Wednesday evening.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Another benefit of our budding cooperation with First
Presbyterian Church is an invitation for our choir to join them in
the Annual Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival in January. I can only
imagine the character’s we will play and the new music we’ll learn.
Certainly this will be exciting new territory for us, so save the date
around Epiphany!
So in closing, with all the new possibilities and future projects
this year, I say bring on the golds and yellows, the swirling leaves and
plucky pumpkins. Let Autumn cool the landscape but warm our
hearts, songs and spirits. There is much to do and even more to look
forward to.
“Find the Peace,
Find the light,
Love will do the thing that’s right.”

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
As I prepared to finish this month’s letter,
a sudden whim pulled me outside to take in
the unexpected parting of grey rain clouds
to reveal a warming breeze in the afternoon sunlight. Taking in the
brightening landscape, it was suddenly apparent that summer’s deep
green has faded into cooler layers with hints of gold and yellows. The
season is changing. Even the cricket chorus is chanting a prelude
to fall. I checked the calendar, it was indeed the autumnal (fall)
equinox. From here on in, the daylight will shorten and the darkness
will increase.

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:

But change also brings good news from the Choir Room. We have
completed our Musical Scholars Class of 2019-20. We have eight
members this year. I encourage you all to welcome Allie, Brianna,
Elisa, Jarred, Jennifer, Kirsten, Leah, and Silas. Jennifer and Silas are
1st years who hail from Sharpsville High School. Leah is also a 1st
year joining us from Sharon High School.

NEXT COOKING DAY:
Thursday October 17; 1:00 pm (note time change)
SERVING DAY:
Saturday, October 19
WRAP SILVERWARE & FINAL FOOD PREPARATION:
9:00-10:00 am
SERVING/CLEAN-UP:
11:00 am-1:30 pm
Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us.
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367

In addition to having more members of our group, St. John’s is
also sharing resources with First Presbyterian Church of Sharon (by
the hospital). Together with their director, Stephen Barr, we will all
have the opportunity to participate in a Sacred Choral Workshop
led by Christopher Scott, Professor of Voice and Director of The
Chamber Singers at Slippery Rock University. We’ll be improving
our technique and skills and will explore 4 new anthems to be used
this choral year.

Ron Gracilla

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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