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Seniors For Safe Driving
Dedicated to Highway Safety
PennDOT Approved Mature Driver Improvement Course
SPONSORED BY:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We have had an eventful few months.
We have commended to God beloved
and dedicated parishioners who had
made a signiﬁcant diﬀerence in many people’s lives. They will be
missed. Special thanks to all those who have helped send them oﬀ
so gloriously, including Ron and the choir for their music, those
who volunteer at the altar and as ushers, and those who help with
lunches for the families and friends of the deceased. Your work
allows us to oﬀer an important gift to the loved ones of those who
have done so much for us over the years.
Ron and I have also been working on kicking oﬀ a new St.
John’s Musical Scholars program. More details can be found in the
newsletter, but we hope that this oﬀers an opportunity to reach out
to young people in our community while drawing on the strength
of our traditional Episcopal liturgy and our music program.
This summer, I will be away for two diﬀerent important events.
First, the Episcopal Church’s General Convention, which is held
every three years, will be in July this year in Austin, Texas. You can
follow events there via the Facebook, Twitter and the blog of our
Diocese (dionwpa.org) or the Episcopal Church. Every day, our
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Douglas, Joseph & Olson, Attorneys at Law
and St. John’s Episcopal Church

WHEN:

Monday, August 20, 2018 | 5:30-9:30pm
AND
Wednesday, August 22, 2018 | 5:30-9:30pm

WHERE:

St. John’s Episcopal Church
226 W. State Street, Sharon, PA 16146

COST:

$16.00 per person

WHY:

This driver improvement course is designed speciﬁcally for mature
drivers (55 years and up). This seminar allows you to refresh your driving
techniques, regain lost conﬁdence, and develop a positive driving attitude.
Upon completion of the Mature Driver Improvement Course, you
may be eligible to receive a reduction on your auto insurance premium
for a period of three (3) years, as mandated by state law.
Refresher Course: Monday, 5:30-9:30pm
Standard Course: Monday, 5:30-9:30pm AND Wednesday, 5:00-9:00pm
Register for Course at: https://www.seniorsforsafedriving.com
or by phone at 724-283-0245 or 800-559-4880

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Join Us On a Summer
Journey With John
A small band in the parish journeyed with Luke through Lent then went
on to travel through Acts during Easter. After a short rest, we are ready to
continue our travels by taking a Journey with John.
We hope to begin this next journey around the beginning of July and
encourage you to join us. As part of this informal group, you read each day’s
scripture and, if you chose, join us in the lounge between services (sometime

diocese’s deputies will have a short summary of what has happened.
Second, at the end of July and beginning of August, Jane and I will
be chaperoning a trip to the Holy Land for high school students.
This trip is sponsored by a church in Grand Island, New York,
and as part of our collaboration with Western New York, they
invited youth from our diocese to join them, as long as they had
chaperones. I look forward to sharing more about the trip when we
return.

between 9:15 and 9:20 so we all have our coﬀee and donuts). Our group is

Blessings for a restful and holy summer!

very ﬂuid with people coming and going as their schedules allow. Forward

Peace, Adam

Movement has published books with manageable daily readings, reﬂections
and a prayer. We have found them to be most helpful for the practice of
spending time in God’s word.
Books may be ordered for $15 through Tina in the oﬃce, leave a
message at 724-906-2213, call Barb Lipinski at 724-979-5162 or email
lipinskibarb@gmail.com. We ask that you order them by June 24 so we can
begin on July 1. If you would like to take the journey but are not interested
in the book, you may read from your favorite Bible. Let us know and we will
send you a list of daily readings.
We look forward to sharing the journey with you.

Upcoming Events
at Cana’s Corner
July 13:
“Rick Bruening”
folk songs and stories

August 10:
“Susan and Miranda Woge”
Broadway favorites

July 27:
“Grace Notes”

ladies female acapella quartet

August 4:
Back to the Oldies Festival

September 2018 NEWSLETTER
Please have articles for the September newsletter in the parish office by
Monday, August 22. If at all possible, please e-mail all articles/events to the
church or please type/print and deliver to the parish office in person.
E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

9

St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

from 2 to 8 pm all types of
50s and 60s music including
doowop, country, and gospel
includes artisans and crafters,
call for more info.
Robyn Ruth 724-866-3061

Cana’s Corner is at St. John’s Episcopal Church (lounge) 226 West State, Sharon, PA
7-9 PM • Refreshments and nursery are available. For more information contact Robyn at (724) 866-3061
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St. John’s Musical Scholars
This fall, we are hoping to launch a new initiative called the St. John’s
Musical Scholars. For this ﬁrst pilot year, we will be naming 12 high school
choir students as our musical scholars.

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
Can you believe how quickly the steamy heat
of Summer has arrived to the Shenango Valley?
It seems like it was just yesterday when folks
were worried that Winter would never release his icy grip and Buster was
worried he could not get back inside fast enough after his outside run.
But the trees have their full canopies of vibrant green unfurled,
perennials and their brethren weeds are doing battle in the ﬂower beds and
Buster no longer feels the need to rush anywhere, unless he catches the
scent of a groundhog! Birds of all sorts are raising their young and getting
ready for ﬂight school. Everywhere you look, there is a deep sense of the

These scholars will be responsible for attending choir rehearsals, singing
with our choir at the 10:00am Sunday service, and attending a weekly
Christian education and formation class designed especially for these
students. Given the demands of jobs, extra-curriculars, and other pressures
that make church attendance diﬃcult for high school students, we believe
that oﬀering a small stipend will eliminate the barriers and allow our scholars
to make the space they need to join us for worship.
This program will be competitive, with recommendations from choir
directors, a musical audition and an interview process. Father Adam and Ron
are reaching out to the partners that will help this program succeed, including
the Diocese and local choir directors.
We hope everyone in the parish will join the choir in welcoming these
students and their families to St. John’s!

passing of the old and the growth of something new.
In a similar way, I look at Summer and the Pentecost Season, or
Ordinary Time and ﬁnd it remarkable we have completed another Choir
season. I thought that it was indeed a glorious year, enjoying our Christmas
and Easter seasons with a rich mix of classic and contemporary works. I
particularly enjoyed our brass quartets and percussion this year, but also

ARE YOU CALLED? Community Free Lunch is losing a dedicated worker;
Ann Millard is moving. She is part of a team working with the student
servers. Have you ever wondered what we do? Do you have an interest in
working with youth? Has GOD been prompting you to get more involved?
Come on a Saturday 10:00 – 1:00 and see what we do (I’ll ‘buy’ you lunch).
Call me with any questions; Madge Tamber 724-877-4467.

the services where solo cello, or electric guitar or trumpet were used.
Much like putting away the winter coats and sweaters, as I sort and
reﬁle and say goodbye for now to our anthems and music, I also have
to say goodbye to two of our choir members this year. As most of you
know, our “Miss Loie” Tamplin, who has been with the St. John’s Choir
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Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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virtually forever, passed away after a short reprise with the choir. I became
personally close to her this year as I picked her up on Wednesday to attend
evening services, enjoy supper, sing in choir rehearsal, and then return
her home. Now, she is in the celestial choir which no doubt sounds even

HEY KIDS!
GET READY FOR A WEEK OF FUN

Hero Central VBS 2018 an
Epic Adventure into God’s Power
Monday, July 30 thru Friday, August 3

This is always a fun-filled week both for our children
and the adults that will guide them through their:
Mighty Eats–Dinner Each Night, Dynamite Opening & Closing Celebrations,
Super Music–Learn Exciting New Music, WOW Adventures–Bible Stories,
Power Games–Recreation, Hero Lab–Science & Crafts, & Little Heroes–Pre-School

WE NEED LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS!

grander for her presence.
I also bid adieu to our Miss Julia Trambley as she heads oﬀ to The
Big City to study in college and create her own new life. I’ll never hear
Goodall’s “The Lord is My Shepherd” the same way again. I know you’ll
join me in thanking her for sharing her talents these past years. Bonne
Chance!
And now, dear friends I’ll be looking to you to raise your voices each
Sunday as we all make our journey through the Summer months. We are
planning for a new Autumn revival of sorts here at St. John’s, so stay tuned.
Do care for each other, lift up those who are the least of us, and love as
Christ instructed. Meanwhile, I’ll be here. Do stop and say “Hello”!
Peace,

Ron Gracilla

CALL BARB RICKERT AT 724-981-5356 TO VOLUNTEER
Registration forms will be available at St. John’s beginning of July.

Have You Checked
Out Our Website?
You will find:
Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;
ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth &
Family Ministry schedules, and much, much more.
Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org
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The Christian Education Committee will be renovating the two upstairs
Sunday School classrooms over the summer. If you are interested in
assisting with the project, please see Laura Peretic. We need folks to help
sand, tape, and clean-up, as well as painters. Many hands make light work!

Our National Church Development team will thank those folks who
maintain our Building & Grounds, on Sunday July 15. These are the folks
that oversee the cleaning and any general maintenance of the building
along with those that have done outside yard work.

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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