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Photos from
Holy Week

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I want to thank everyone who made
our Holy Week and Easter celebrations so
powerful. Ron put together moving music
to help us enter into Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection over the
course of the week. Thanks to him and the choir, as well as our brass
and tympani, Ross whose bagpipes added to our Palm Sunday service,
and James Willaman for his offering honoring Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on the Second Sunday of Easter. Ann, Ada and Barb, for making the
palm crosses and Marilyn for stripping the palms. Marilyn and Rhonda
decorated the sanctuary beautifully, and the altar guild prepared for all
the services. We were grateful to have Pastor Russell Penn of Second
Missionary Baptist preach at our ecumenical Good Friday service, and
Father Geoff Wild preached for our Easter Vigil service. Thanks to Madge
Tamber who coordinated the Easter Vigil reception and all those who
assisted her, and to Heather Ulan and Carrie Greimann who ensured our
little ones had an Easter Egg Hunt. Thanks, too, to the many people who
served as ushers, acolytes, greeters, readers, Eucharistic Ministers, and
performed other behind the scenes tasks to help the week go smoothly
and meaningfully, and to Fred who managed to keep the facilities ready
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Upcoming Events for
St. John’s Kids
St. John’s Kids are having a sub sale. Pre-orders will start on April 29,
and subs will be available for pickup on Sunday, May 20th. Available subs will
be Ham, with salami & cheese, and Vegetarian.
St. John’s Kids will be going bowling on Sunday, May 20.

for guests. I am especially grateful to Tina who managed to get everything

We’ll be leaving from St John’s, and kids can be picked up at 10 Pin Alley in

together, even in the midst of a family funeral that took her out of town

Hermitage at 2:30. All kids are welcome! See Laura Peretic or Sherri Lowery

for much of Holy Week!

for permission slips.
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Decorating The Duffels!
OK, this is it! The day you’ve been anxiously anticipating!
The day we DECORATE THE DUFFELS!
Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of folks here at St. John’s,
the ‘Tween Class was able to purchase 44 Duffel Bags from Together We
Rise, to be given to children entering foster care. We now need to fill and
decorate those bags, and hope that you all will join us on Sunday, May 6th,
immediately following the 10:00 service.
Each bag comes with a teddy bear, a soft blanket, a coloring book and
crayons, and a tooth brush. If anyone wishes to contribute additional items,
some suggestions are: Candy/Snack bars–Socks–Plain T-shirts–Small toys
Please help us create 44 bags of comfort for children in need. Lunch will
be provided; if you are able to attend, please let Laura Peretic know, so that we
have enough for all.

The weather outside was
frightful, but SOME BUNNY
still came by and filled Allen
Hall with eggs for our Easter
Egg Hunt.
MANY thanks to Heather Ulan and
Carrie Greimann for providing the
fun for St John’s Kids!

I also want to thank you all for your support, and for your occasional
help, during my doctor of ministry program. I defended my thesis
on March 23, and am now officially the Reverend Doctor Adam
Trambley! My final thesis project involved taking community leaders
on prayerwalks, which offered a variety of insights into ways that we as
a church can engage the community. If you want to find out more, I am
happy to talk about it!
We have had a hard winter, not only in terms of snowfall and lingering
cold temperatures, but also judged by the potent strains of cold and
flu and other bugs that have beset us. I want to remind folks that the
hospitals no longer tell us when people are admitted. I (and often others)
do regularly visit those in the hospital (even in Pittsburgh and Cleveland),
but someone needs to tell us. If you know of a friend or family member
who has been admitted to the hospital, please call the church office, or
call my cell phone directly. I appreciate the help! Those who are patients
often aren’t able to call the church, so we need to take care of each other.
Peace, Adam

VESTRY NOTES:
At our March 5 Vestry meeting the following
were elected as officers for 2018:
Senior Warden: Keith Rowlands
Junior Warden: Al Seladi
Treasurer: Nick Baron
Clerk: Donna Stamoolis
The newly elected vestry members at the annual meeting
were Frank O’Stafy, Donna Stamoolis and Matthew Wertz,
who will serve alongside returning members, Keith Rowlands,
Al Sealdi, Nick Baron, Robert Barletta, and Linda Houk.

9

St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org

2

One year ago this was
started by the NCD Team:
Saying Thank You

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
The barn swallows have returned to our
porch in spite of some late Spring snow storms.
They scared the heck out of me as I let Buster out to run in what I hoped
would be the last coating of white. Those little purple winged birds are
daring as they swooped through the falling snowflakes and chided me for
interrupting their nest planning. They seemed joyful and undeterred!
But they got me to thinking and musing about a post Easter Spring I can
not yet see and that just does not seem to be arriving. Sometimes I wonder

As our Natural Church Development team focused on loving
relationships, one area we looked at was how we show appreciation as a
church. One way we are hoping to do a better job with gratitude is with a
Thank You box. This box, which will be housed in the lounge, is a place that
anyone in the church can say “thank you” to someone else for something they
have done. Anyone whose name is submitted will receive a thank you note
from the church for their efforts. We will also be selecting a “Person of the
Month” from those entered, as a way to recognize their efforts. We have so
many people who contribute so much to our life as a parish that we want to
show our appreciation. For more information, contact Father Adam, Hannah
Hancock or Katie Tingler.   

if I am more like Thomas than Peter; and yet, these littlest ones have no fear

I want to say thank you to:___________________________________

and full of faith have arrived to plan for their next round of fledglings.

Because they: _____________________________________________

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

________________________________________________________

Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!

My name is:______________________________________________

And so it is with this reminder to have faith and believe in all

You will find the blue cards like this one by  by the “Thank You Box”

circumstances, that I also look to the Easter Season and Day of Pentecost

located in the magazine shelving next to the restroom hallway in the lounge.

not far after. The choir season is not yet over, so I have selected anthems
that reflect the best and the most hopeful messages. One again, I welcome
you to share your St. John’s experiences with friends who may not have a
church family. Rest assured we will offer “The Lord is My Shepherd” by
Howard Goodall before the end of this season. Watch for it and for the
explosion of flowers and leaves that are right around the corner.
With every ending there is a new beginning. Let’s shore up each
other in our faith and good works. And as always, sing out with every
breath you take!
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Thank You...
On behalf of the ‘Tween Sunday School class we wish to thank the folks
that donated to our Winter Warmth Project. We hung 30 or more coats
and added hats/scarves and mittens to them.  We won’t mention names, as
we don’t know everyone that donated to this project.  YOU know who you
are, and WE GREATLY APPRECIATE each and every one of you that did
donate, seeing how winter seemed to extend itself this year.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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St. John’s Person
of the Month

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want;

April/May

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

Congratulations to
Mrs. Laura Peretic, our
St. John’s Parishioner of the
Month. Our only question
should be, “What doesn’t
Laura do for St. John’s?”
If you find a group of
young folks, you’ll find
Laura there, leading and
teaching. If you see duffel
bags given to new foster
kids, she made that
happen. If you can smell the luscious scent of Kettle
Korn, you’ll find Laura organizing the work. If you hear a beautiful Alto line,
sung with strength and conviction, you’ll find Laura (and Julia, Dorothy and
sometimes Debbie). If you are enjoying a Sunday morning Munchie or had
just bought some candy to support our youth programs…you guessed, Laura
had a helping hand there as well. Truly we can see faith in action in Laura.
Thanks for everything that you do and don’t stop!

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
I will fear no evil;
For you are with me,
You will comfort me.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. – Psalm 23!
Peace,   Ron Gracilla

Reminders from the Office:
Tina will be on vacation May 7-11. If you plan to stop
by the church during the week for business, please call
ahead to make sure that someone will be at the church.  
The deadline to submit articles for the June 2018,
newsletter will be Wednesday, May 16.
Please e-mail articles to the church at:   stjohnssharon.org
It is time to start thinking about Church Camp for students
completing 2nd-12th grade! The dates for camp this year are June 10th-

ATTENTION CLASS OF 2018:
In the JUNE NEWSLETTER, we will publish the 2018 graduating class
from St. Johns Parish. If you have a student graduating from high school
or college and would like to have their information listed, please e-mail
(stjohns@stjohnssharon.org) his/her name, school and future plans along
with a photo to the Parish office. All information must be received by May
16. Any questions, please contact Tina in the office.
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16th. Camp applications will be mailed out soon. You can also find them
on the camp website once they are available: http://dionwpacamp.org/
St. John’s has scholarships available for St. John’s kids that plan to attend.
The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 28
in observance of Memorial Day.
Parish summer office hours begin on Tuesday, May 29                                    
9am-Noon (closed for lunch), 1-4pm

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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