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Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

Would you like to know what is
happening at St. John’s each week?
If so, please read on…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Over the past two months, I have
been taking community leaders on two
prayerwalks as part of my doctoral thesis
project. We have walked around downtown Sharon and various
residential neighborhoods.  During the first walk with each person,
we prayed prayers of thanksgiving, of blessing, and of petition that
God would be at work in different locations. During the second
walk, I also gave participants a digital camera and asked them to
take pictures of places they saw God at work.
I have been amazed at the places people outside of our church,
and in some cases outside of any church, have seen God working.
Pictures have been taken of the beauty of nature, of public art
displays, of the outcomes of dedicated volunteer work, of children
and families, and of successful, responsible local business efforts.
People have been profoundly grateful as they stop to look at our
community through God’s eyes and see what God has been up to.  
November, which begins with All Saints Day and closes with
Thanksgiving, is a very good time to stop and look for what God
is doing around us. We can be certain that God is at work in our
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Each week we send out a weekly email update, called
This Week at St. John’s. This email will include Sunday’s schedule
of acolytes and servers, as well as the date and time of events in the
week following. If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but
would like to, please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org  and tell
us to add you to the weekly list.  

THE PARISH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED
THE FOLLOWING DAYS
IN NOVEMBER:
Friday, November 10 – Veterans’ Day
Thursday, November 23 - Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 24 - Thanksgiving holiday

Newsletter Deadline:
DON’T FORGET! The deadline to submit articles for the
December newsletter is Friday, November 17. Please send
articles to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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to “Consider the sparrows of the air of small account: Our God doth
view whether they fall or mount, He guards us too.” Finally, perhaps
to rekindle our inner spiritual warmth against the impending chill
of Winter, Charles Beaudrot has us calling the Holy Spirit to “Come

families, in our neighborhoods, in our communities, and in our
church. Now is a good time to recognize what God is up to, to join
in that work as appropriate, and to offer our profound gratitude
for all that God has doing in our lives. God loves and cherishes

down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine; O comforter draw
near, within my heart appear O, kindle it, thy holy flame within.”

each and every one of us, and God gives us signs of that deep
love throughout our lives. The more we stop and appreciate those
blessings in thanks and praise, the more our lives will overflow with
gratitude, joy, and love.

Ron Gracilla

Peace, Adam

Church Records
Deaths:
Ali Kurpe Patterson
September 26, 2017

Nicholas “Nick” Solyan
October 9, 2017
“Rest eternal grant
unto them, O Lord”

On Sunday, November 5th, our Sunday School kids
will be traveling to the Coolspring Corn Maze.
We’ll leave directly after the 10:00 service and
return to St. John’s for pickup. Lunch will be
provided. All kids are welcome!
Please see Sherri Lowery or Laura Peretic
for permission slips.
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When to Call a
Member of the Clergy
• When someone is near death or has died.
• When someone is ill or hospitalized.
• When someone is distressed and needs pastoral care.
• When someone is in need of prayer.
• When someone wants to discuss spiritual or theological matters.
• When someone has reason to celebrate or share a thanksgiving
(birth, engagement, etc.).
• When someone would like to talk or pray about a difficult decision.
• When someone just wants to talk to a clergy person.
During regular office hours, the clergy can be contacted through the
Church office (724-347-4501).  In times of pastoral crisis or emergency,
call 814-688-7709 at any hour of the day or night, seven days a week.  
Such calls are top priority for Father Adam who will respond as quickly
as possible.  Please do not assume the Clergy are “too busy” for such
calls, or that they will be notified in some other way.

Have You Checked
Out Our Website?
You will find:
Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;
ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth &
Family Ministry schedules, and much, much more.

Check us out today at:
www.stjohnssharon.org
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
The crickets were the first to alert me
or perhaps my sudden awareness of their
absence. If you listen carefully, their collective songs change over
time. From Spring with bright urgent energy often dueling with
emergent peepers, into Midsummer with a lush soothing layered
symphony, now into Fall with just a handful of hearty souls, their
slowed chirping is a requiem for the last stretches of Indian Summer,
the final buzzing of bees, and the quieting of predawn songbirds.
Having completed her work in the growing season, even the Sun
herself becomes reluctant to rise above the leaf thinning tree line
and more eager to return to colder night time rest. As a result, each
day becomes surprisingly shortened and we all reach for extra layers,
long shirts, sweaters, and jackets. In the end, there is no argument
that our seasons of green now fast fade into yellow, purple and red.
Mums and Pumpkins are making their appearance everywhere and
thick fields of corn have dried into brown and are harvested.
Even our church year is finally shifting color after a long stretch
of green starting with the spark of Pentecost and ending with
Thanksgiving and then the last Sunday before Advent on Christ the
King, November 26. Fitting I think to offer comforting anthems such
as the Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester, “Day by day, dear Lord,
of thee three things I pray: To see thee more clearly, love thee more
dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.” Roland Martin asks us
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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WinterFest
ECW is once again planning our WinterFest,
which will be held on Saturday, December 2nd.
Details are still in the works, but we will be
looking for home made cookies, candies, Christmas vintage
items or items for our White Elephant, as well as monetary
donations to help with the baking expenses.
Checks can be made to the ECW and in the memo line
write “Winterfest”. We will be baking on certain days,
so watch your weekly bulletin or check with Tina in the
office she will generally know our days of baking.

Now that the rummage sale is over, whenever you have
any clothing that you wish to get rid of, please consider
putting them in the St. Pauley’s Shed in St. John’s parking
lot (by the railroad tracks).
The shed is emptied twice a month and St. John’s does
receive a check from St. Pauley’s which goes to ECS.
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Come join us for our
Annual Thanksgiving Day
Service November 23
Holy Eucharist
and Homily at 10am
A service of Thanksgiving is a tradition here
at St. John’s Church. Come with your family and friends
to celebrate this holy day of Thanks with worship.

Many thanks to the volunteers that
helped out in the office while I was on vacation. A
big thank you to Marilyn Gozik and Connie Raymer
for volunteering their time. A special thanks to Ron
Gracilla for all of the office work he did during my
absence. It’s good to be back! ~Tina Misavage
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