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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We have had a very exciting and
productive summer, and are looking
forward to a great fall!
We have completed the bulk of our
Believe and Prepare Capital Campaign work.  This summer Jesse
Fiske and his workers have repointed the stone and brick buildings,
cleaned up the narthex tower, updated the windows in our offices,
and put an awning over the entrance to ECS.  They have also done
a variety of needed, but unexpected, repairs to the Allen Hall roof
and the elevator/stair tower next to Allen Hall, refurbished the
lampposts on the outside of the building, updated the electrical
work under the heated ramp and in the “cloister walk”, built a base
for our new sign, did some roof and capstone sealing, and helped
protect the choir room stained glass windows.  Central Heating
and Plumbing also replaced our choir room air conditioning and
installed air conditioning in the upstairs dining room.  The two
major pieces of capital campaign work remaining are the repair/
replacement of the wooden frames and plexiglass in front of the
church’s stained glass windows and the refurbishing of three ranks
of our organ pipes.  I want to thank all who have contributed and
all who are still making pledge payments to Believe and Prepare.  
We are accomplishing the work needed on our buildings for the
next phase of ministry.
Four members of St. John’s joined seven others from the Diocese
on a nine-day mission trip to the Dominican Republic this July.  
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Would you like to know what is happening
at St. John’s each week? If so, please read on…
Each week we send out a weekly email update, called This Week
at St. John’s. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes
and servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week
following. If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but
would like to, please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org  and tell
us to add you to the weekly list.

The parish office will be closed
on Monday, September 4th in
observance of Labor Day.
We will resume regular office hours beginning Tuesday, September 5.
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. - Noon (closed for lunch) and 1:00 - 4:30 p.m.

Did you know that
St. John’s has a website?
On this website you will find many things of importance: upcoming
events; monthly calendars; monthly newsletters; LEM/Acolyte
schedules; ECS & ECW schedules, and much, much more!
If you haven’t checked us out, please do so at:
www.stjohnssharon.org
Don’t forget to bookmark us to your favorites!
Also, bookmark the Diocese’s website at well:
www.dionwpa.org/#/home
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Buhl Memorial Service
Oakwood Cemetery
Monday, September 4 @ 9:00 a.m.
A Memorial Service honoring Frank Henry and Julia Forker Buhl
will be an official part of the Buhl Day ceremonies. The service will
be conducted by Fr. Trambley in the Chapel at Oakwood Cemetery
where the Buhls are buried.

Sunday school for the
2017-2018 school year
Begin on Sunday, September 17. Classes will be held in the
classrooms on the 4th floor from 9:00-9:45 AM. Enrollment forms
can be found in the Narthex, Parish House Hallway and on the table
by the Allen hall doors. Completed forms can be left in the office,
given to Laura Peretic or returned on the 17th.

ECW Updates:
Please watch your bulletins for updates on our baking dates to
begin in October for WinterFest. We can always use help, and if
you feel you are not good at baking we always can use packers,
dishwashers, and people who just wants to visit.

October 2017
Newsletter Deadline:
Please have articles for the October newsletter submitted to
the office by Monday, September 18. Please e-mail all articles/
events to the church or please type/print and deliver to the
parish office in person. E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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We offered crafts, music, and games to a church’s Vacation Bible
School in the morning and ran an eyeglass clinic in the afternoon.  
Reflections from our team can be read on the Diocesan blog, The
Forward, and on my blog (we also have a few copies of those posts
printed out – let us know if you want to read one).
Thanks to Barb Lipinski, Laura Peretic, and all who helped with
our Parish Picnic! Also, a big thank you to all who joined us at
Second Missionary Baptist Church on Sunday, August 27.  I look
forward to seeing how God might use the relationships we are
building in the future.
This summer I finished my coursework for my Doctor of
Ministry degree.  The focus on the classes and papers is applying
what we learn to the particular parish and ministry where we
are.  Some of our classes this summer about effective outreach
and similar programming dovetailed with vestry discussions that
we have had this year.  As we have gotten more engaged with the
community around us, new challenges have continued to arise.  In
September and October, we will explore some of these issues in a
short sermon series.
I will also be working on a thesis project this fall.  My focus is the
intersection of faith and community leadership.  I will be looking at
how the church can help community leaders understand their work
as vocation and open their eyes to how they are participating in
God’s dream for the city.  I am happy to talk more about my work –
just ask!
This fall, choir will begin again on Sunday, September 10 and
Sunday School will begin on September 17.  Our weekday Eucharist
will continue at 5:30pm on Wednesday.  We will be scheduling
our youth confirmation class on a day besides Sunday that is
convenient.  If you have a child entering 10th or 11th grade that
would like to be confirmed, please let me know.
Peace, Adam
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Time to Clean Out
Those Closets!
The Rummage Sale will be held for three days:
Thursday, October 12th • 9am to 4pm
Friday, October 13th • 9am to 4pm
Saturday, October 14th • 9am to 2pm
Be sure to set aside good wearable items for the Rummage Sale as
you change your closet over to fall attire.  Plan to help with the setup beginning Sunday, October 8th after 5:00 pm...it is like a treasure
hunt going through all those goodie bags!
Donations may be placed in the downstairs hallway outside of
the Sewing Room. Please do not wait till the last moment to bring in
your donations. Deadline to bring in items is October 6th.
PLEASE NOTE: This will be the final Rummage Sale that the
ECW will sponsor.

Photographers wanted...
A picture paints 1000 words…Part of sharing St. John’s story and
mission includes documenting how the parish enriches our lives. Join St.
John’s Paparazzi to help us create a photographic archive for use in our
newsletter, throughout the church and online.

For more information,
please email
photos@stjohnssharon.org
or contact Ron Gracillla
or Michael Wachter
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From Our Music
Director, Ron
Gracilla
After watching the solar eclipse yesterday,
I noticed how often I heard or read the phrase
“Once in a lifetime event”. It was fantastic,
observing the celestial drama unfold above and beyond our earthly
realm. I can only image what it must have been like to be in the full
total eclipse, to feel the temperature drop as the moon obscured the
sun completely, to hear the birds and crickets change their song from
day to night, to suddenly see the hidden corona dance beyond the
edge of the sun’s own atmosphere.
And then it was over. Returning to my planning work for the new
choir year, it struck me at how quickly the Summer has eclipsed. And
yet every day that had passed was also a “once in a lifetime event”,
some were bigger, most much more ordinary. There is still time to
notice the extraordinary blessing of each day. Let’s revel in our time!
On September 6th, Choir rehearsal returns 7:30-9:00 pm. We
welcome all singers, young and old, if you can carry a tune do join
in! Our first Choir service of the year is Sept 10th at 10:00 am. Help
us make our own worship experiences spiritual events to remember.
So as we get ready to enjoy Labor Day and say goodbye to
Summer, remind yourself each morning that today is a lifetime
event. Revel and bless the Glory of God in each day, loving each
other with whole hearts. Also, don’t worry, the next total eclipse for
us will be April 8, 2024!
Peace, Ron Gracilla
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Safeguarding God’s
People Training
Safeguarding God’s People training with be held in the Southwest
Deanery on Saturday, Sept 30, 2017 at Trinity New Castle. Welcome
and coffee will be at 8:30 am, with training to begin promptly at 9:00
am and run until 2:30 pm with a 45 minute break for lunch (brown
bag or local restaurant options).
To register for training, call the Trinity Church office at 724-6548761 by September 22. A minimum of 6 participants is required in
order for the class to be held.
Any St. John’s Vestry members or any other folks in the church
that work our young people that have not taken the class, here is
your opportunity.

Southern Care Hospice...is looking for
Volunteers in Lawrence County and Mercer County to provide care and support for
patients. Volunteers are a very important and integral part of Hospice Care. Volunteers
provide companionship, respect care, comfort care and administrative assistance.
All shifts and care needs
are open. We work with
the volunteers schedule,
based on their availability
For more information
please contact:

Paula Krisa
Volunteer Coordinator Southern Care Hospice
3307 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105
724-652-2934 office
217-899-4254 cell

Thanks to our summer lay
weeder...Rich Billioni, has been keeping the hedges trimmed
during the hot summer months along with mowing the lawn. Our Sexton,
Fred Dickman has been experiencing back problems since June, and Rich
stepped up to the plate to help Fred out with lawn. Get better, Fred, and
Thank You, Rich!
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St. Johns is
going to see the
Pittsburgh Pirates!
Tickets have been made available for the Sunday, September
24th Pirates Game. The tickets are $48 each, and are in the All You
Can Eat Section (All the hot dogs, hamburgers, nachos, salads,
popcorn, peanuts, ice cream and soda you can handle). All money
and reservations must be turned into Laura Peretic or the church
office no later than Sunday September 10th. Checks should be made
payable to St Johns. Several folks have asked about traveling as a
group; if you are willing to share a ride please let Tina know as soon
as possible. If we can get more than 20 people going, the price may
drop somewhat. If you are interested, please let Laura Peretic or Tina
know ASAP.

Church Records
Deaths:
Rita Novella
July 3, 2017
“Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord”

Change of
Address:
Rita Brown &
Bernadette Chaya
203 Oakview Dr.
Hermitage, PA 16148
724-383-4530

Joe Brashen
260 S. Buhl Farm Dr. #202
Hermitage, PA 16148

As changes occur in our lives
we know it’s easy to forget
to let the office know of any
changes you have in your
address/phone number(s) or
email addresses. It is important
that we have that information
so we can contact you if/when
the need arises. Please notify
the office as soon as possible
by calling or emailing us your
changes. Many thanks, Tina
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

September 2017
Regular office hours
resume on Sept. 5:
8:30am – Noon (Closed
for Lunch) 1:00 - 4:30
pm

A.H. = Allen Hall
D.R. = Dining Room
C.O.P Church =
Covenant Orthodox
Presbyterian Church

D.O.N. = Disability
Options Network
M.C.B.H.C =
Mercer County
Behavioral Health
Commission

3 8am ~ Holy Eucharist
10am ~ Sung Eucharist
St. John’s packing bags @
ECS following 10am service
3pm ~ C.O.P. Church-A.H.
6pm ~ Model Club-D.R.

4

5 3:30pm - ECW Steering

10

11

8am ~ Holy Eucharist
10am ~ Sung Eucharist
3pm ~ C.O.P. Church-A.H.

17 8am - Holy Eucharist

9am ~ Sunday School
resumes
10am - Sung Eucharist
3pm ~ C.O.P. Church-A.H.
24 8am - Holy Eucharist

9am ~ Sunday School
10am - Sung Eucharist
Pirates Game
3pm ~ C.O.P. Church-A.H.
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LABOR DAY
Parish Office Closed
9am - Buhl Day Service held
at Oakwood Cemetery

Com. Mtg. – A.H.

6:30pm ~ AA - D.R.

Friday

Saturday

Contact St. John’s
724-347-4501
E-mail:

www.facebook.com/st
johnssharon

stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Website

1

2

7 10:30am-12:30pm ~ ECS

8

9

NOON ~ M.C.B.H. C.-D.R.
7pm ~ Women’s AA – D.R.

10am-4pm ~ Painting
Classes – d.r.

11am - 1pm - Free Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall
2pm ~ Thomson/Duller
Wedding

11am ~ AA in D.R.
5:30pm ~ Weekday
Eucharist
7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal

14

15

16

bulletin items due

7pm ~ Women’s AA – D.R.

7pm - Cana’s Corner
(lounge)

20 11am ~ AA in D.R.

21

22

3:30pm ~ Wedding
(Fr. Rowe)
5pm ~ Food prep A.H.
7pm - Cana’s Corner
(lounge)

http://www.stjohnssharon.org

6 11am ~ AA in D.R.
5:30pm ~ Weekday
Eucharist
7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal
resumes

Food Pantry distribution

11am - 1pm - Free Community
1Lunch served in Allen Hall

bulletin items due

3:30pm ~ Girl Scouts – D.R
7pm - Vestry

12

6:30pm ~ AA – D.R.

18

19

October Newsletter
Deadline
3:30pm ~ Girl Scouts – D.R
6pm ~ Relay for Life – D.R.

6:30pm ~ AA – D.R.

25

26

3:30pm ~ Girl Scouts – D.R
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2:30pm ~ D.O.N. – D.R.
5:30pm ~ Weekday Eucharist
7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal

1pm ~ M.C.B.H.C. – D.R.
Food Prep in A. H. kitchen

10:30am-12:30pm ~ ECS
Food Pantry distribution
7pm ~ Women’s AA – D.R.

bulletin items due

6:30pm ~ AA – D.R.
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27 11am ~ AA in D.R.

5:30pm ~ Weekday
Eucharist
7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal
bulletin items due

28
7pm ~ Women’s AA – D.R.

10am-4pm ~ Painting
Classes – d.r.

10am-4pm ~ Painting
Classes – d.r.

11am - 1pm - Free Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall

23

11am - 1pm - Free Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall

5pm ~ Food prep A.H.

29

10am-4pm ~ Painting
Classes – d.r.

30

11am - 1pm - Free Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall

7pm - Cana’s Corner
(lounge)
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