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Saying Thank You
As our Natural Church Development team focused
on loving relationships, one area we looked at was how
we show appreciation as a church.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This Lenten season has been marked by
some wonderful events at St. John’s.  We
have continued our weekly Friday Stations of the Cross and our
Wednesday evening Eucharist and supper.  St. John’s also hosted a
very moving Diocesan 24-Hour Prayer Vigil.  I am very grateful to
all who participated, and especially to Ron whose music added so
much to the services.  
As we continue with Holy Week this year, we have a number of
meaningful additions to our worship.  Our 10:00am Palm Sunday
worship will begin in the parking lot of First Baptist Church on
State Street.  From there, members of First Baptist, First Methodist,
Sheepfold Ministries, and St. John’s will process down State Street
and Irvine Avenue.  Anyone who does not wish to process or can’t
walk that far is invited to line up along Irvine Avenue outside of the
church to wave palm branches as the donkey-led procession walks
by.  After the procession, we will return to the sanctuary for the rest
of our Palm Sunday service.
We will hold our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at
7:30pm, with Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at 12:05.

One way we are hoping to do a better job with gratitude is
with a Thank You box. This box, which will be housed in the
lounge, is a place that anyone in the church can say “thank
you” to someone else for something they have done. Anyone
whose name is submitted will receive a thank you note from the
church for their efforts.
We will also be selecting a “Person of the Month” from those
entered, as a way to recognize their efforts. We have so many
people who contribute so much to our life as a parish that we
want to show our appreciation.
For more information, contact Father Adam,
Hannah Hancock or Katie Tingler.

I want to say thank you to:_____________________________
Because they:_______________________________________
__________________________________________________
My name is:________________________________________

This year, Bishop Sean Rowe will be joining us for the Easter
Vigil on Saturday at 8:00pm.  St. John’s and other congregations in
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ECW Annual Spring
Rummage Sale
The ECW Annual Spring Rummage Sale
will be held on May 11, 12 & 13.
When doing your spring cleaning, don’t forget that gently used
items are greatly accepted for the rummage sale.   Please bring your
items to the sewing room no later than Friday, May 5.
Set up will begin on May 7th.  

Weekly Bible Quiz
Tom Pryts compiles a weekly Bible Quiz. If you’d like it
emailed to you every week, please let him know by emailing
him at: tompryts@mac.com or see him in church.

this part of the Diocese will be presenting candidates for baptism,
confirmation and reception into the Episcopal Church.  Some
of our brothers and sisters from other area churches will also
be joining us for that profound liturgy and for the joyful Easter
reception following the service.  Easter morning services will be at
8:00 and 10:00 am.  
I look forward to joining you as we live into the mysteries of
Christ’s passion, death and resurrection together.
Peace,  

Adam

Diocesan 24-Hour Prayer Vigil

Prayer Walking
Downtown Sharon

Easter Egg Hunt
There will be an Easter Egg hunt at 9:00am on Easter Sunday
morning. Children should meet in the lounge by 9:00am.

Stations of
the Cross
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Palm Sunday
Our 10:00am Palm Sunday service will begin with a joint procession
including a number of area churches (and a donkey!).  The procession
will start at 10:00am from the parking lot at First Baptist Church on
West State Street, and continue down State Street and Irvine Avenue.
Anyone who does not wish to process or can’t walk that far is invited
to line up along Irvine Avenue outside of the church to wave palm
branches as the donkey-led procession walks by.  After the procession,
we will return to the sanctuary for the rest of our Palm Sunday service.

Easter Vigil Reception
HELP: The Easter Vigil Reception planning has begun. The Bishop
will be here.  There will be baptisms and confirmations. I am assigning
various finger foods to the other churches attending but would like
St. John’s to cover all the bases. If you have a favorite finger food;
sandwich, dips, sweets, etc and would bring it in for the Easter Vigil
Reception, please fill out the form below and turn it in to the office
or call Madge Tamber. Home: 724-662-4367 or cell: 724-877-4467
or email me at madgetamber@gmail.com. Even if you can’t attend it
would be wonderful if you can share your favorite finger food. We also
need help setting up, maintaining, and clean-up. Many hands make
light work. Thanks for your help.
____ Finger Sandwiches
____ Cheese & Crackers
____ Vegetables & Dip
____ Setting up (6:30 pm)
____Clean-up

____ Fruit & Dip
____ Chips/Crackers & Dip
____ Finger Sweets
____ Maintaining Tables during reception

Name____________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
The old saying that warned March may go
out like a Lion sure seemed to hold true this
year. And yet, with the lengthening daylight,
the reassuring stirring of sunrise birdsongs and sprouting of early
flowers marks the ending of Lent and the warming embrace of
Easter. Just the other morning I was inspecting our Winter worn fire
pit, planning on shoveling out the old ashes from last year to ready
for a new season, when a pair of Blue Herons leaped from the pond
edge into the sunrise. Soon, I thought, soon it will be time to gather
friends together and lite the fire pit again.
In a way, I hope the season of Lent has given you a chance to clear
away your old ashes and make ready for Holy Week and Easter. I
encourage you to plan on attending the Easter Vigil and witness the
newly blessed fire and The Lighting of the Paschal Candle. What
better way to reset, recommit and renew your commitment to the
risen Lord in our Episcopal Church family?
We are again fortunate to have the opportunity to enjoy our
accomplished guest Brass and Timpani musicians: Lou D’Angelo,
Brittanie Schneider, Kevin Schneider, Cody Ortz, and Nick Lakatos.
Come and celebrate as we join our choir with St. John’s of Franklin,
First United Methodist, and others as we make a joyful noise unto
the Risen Lord!
Be a Peacemaker,

Ron Gracilla
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From the Office:
The deadline to turn in your Easter Flower offering is April 11.
There was a special envelope in last month’s newsletter for you to
submit your names of those you wish to memorialize or honor.  Extra
envelopes can be found in the office.
The parish office will close at noon on Friday, April 14
and will reopen on Tuesday, April 17 at 8:30a.m.
The deadline to submit articles for the May 2017, newsletter
is Wednesday, April 19. Please send articles to the church at:
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

Would you like to know what is happening
at St. John’s each week? If so, please read on…
Each week we send out a weekly email update,
called: This Week at St. John’s.
This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes
and servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week
following. If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but
would like to, please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
and tell us to add you to the weekly list.

Have You Checked Out Our Website?
You will find: Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;
ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth & Family
Ministry schedules, and much, much more.
Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday
8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Joint Procession,
beginning in the parking lot of
First Baptist Church
Maundy Thursday – April 13
7:30 pm - Sung Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday – April 14
Noon - Parish Office closes
12:05 pm - Stations of the Cross
7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy
Holy Saturday – April 15
10:15 am - Rehearsal for those serving at the Vigil
11:00 am - 1:00 pm - Community Lunch served in Allen Hall
7:15 pm - All confirmands and persons
being baptized need to be at the church
8:00 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter
Reception to follow in Allen Hall
The Sunday of the Resurrection:
Easter – April 16
8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am - Festal Sung Eucharist
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