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Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The past couple months have not
been kind to the health of many of our
parishioners.  A variety of illnesses have
swept through the congregation, a number of people experienced
surgeries and hospitalizations, and we have had some members
transfer from the rolls of St. John’s into the ranks of the church
triumphant in heaven.
I want to take a moment to thank those who have helped with
our parish funerals and bereavement lunches. Robyn Sherman
and others have been working hard to provide a meal following
some of our funeral services. Ron has put together moving music,
and a number of people have volunteered as ushers, acolytes, and
Eucharistic Ministers. If you are available during the day and could
help with funeral services or meals, please let us know. Depending
on schedules, it can be hard to find the people we need to provide a
place of comfort for those who are grieving.
I also recognize that we need to do a better job of caring for
those who have illnesses that keep them from church. For a variety
of reasons, I am not able to tell who is not at church on any given
week, but being able to follow-up with those who are unexpectedly
absent for a few weeks is important. If anyone is willing to keep an
eye out for who is missing, please let me know. I can easily make a
phone call or even a visit if I know someone needs it – too often I
don’t find out until people are recovered.
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We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to
those folks that have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s
schedule of acolytes and servers, as well as the date and time of
events in the week following. We also include upcoming events.
Some may think that this is a mini-newsletter, which it almost
is! Many things pop up during the week that isn’t included in the
monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way for you to
stay informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages.
If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like
to, please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add
you to the weekly list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each
Wednesday evening.

Have You Checked Out
Our Website?
You will find: Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M.
schedule; ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution
along with Youth & Family Ministry schedules, and
much, much more.
Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, February 28
5:00-7:00 PM
Proceeds to benefit the
Confirmation Class Mission Trip.

We have also lost a few of our very faithful Eucharistic Visitors,
who take communion to our shut-ins each month. Gratefully, Vicki
Barletta has joined this ministry, but we could use others. This work
is not difficult and it is very rewarding – taking communion and
spending 30-60 minutes with someone in the parish once a month
has built some delightful relationships over the years. I make visits
whenever possible to people who are in the hospital, but I am not
able to visit all our shut-ins as regularly as they should be receiving
a visit and communion. Having lay Eucharistic ministers is a huge
way that our church cares for our members. Thank you to all of
you who are currently part of our visitation ministry – your work is
very much appreciated.
Peace, Adam

Lenten Prayer Booklets
We have a number of prayer booklets for Lent entitled Seek God for
the City 2017. If anyone would like to receive one, please let the church
office know or pick one up at church.

Church Records
Baptisms:
Sophia Nicole Sharbutt

Deaths:
Twila “Penny” Snyder

DECEMBER 28, 2016

DECEMBER 21, 2016

“Sealed by the Holy Spirit
in Baptism and marked as
Christ’s own forever”

Pearl Kochloek

March 1st First Day of LentAsh Wednesday
7:00am 			
12:05pm 			
7:00pm 			

Impositions of Ashes &
Penitential Rite & Eucharist
Impositions of Ashes &
Penitential Rite & Eucharist
Impositions of Ashes &
Penitential Rite & Eucharist

JANUARY 4, 2017

Joseph Ulan
Change of
Address:
Frank & Dorothy O’Stafy
2051 American Way
Hermitage PA 16148
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JANUARY 17, 2017

Kelly Nan
JANUARY 17, 2017
“Rest eternal grant
unto them, O Lord”
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Please return your blessed palms to the church by
Sunday, February 26th, so that they can be burned
to make the ashes for the Ash Wednesday services.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Friday Stations of The Cross
This prayer service based on the Lord’s passion will be led Friday’s
at 12:05pm from March 3-Good Friday, April 14. “The custom of
praying the Stations of the Cross arose in the late Middle Ages when
the Holy Land was occupied by Turks who forbade access to the holy
places which Jesus frequented during His earthly life. Devout believers
who could not visit the actual sites began to construct replicas of those
sacred places where they could gather to pray. The “Stations of the Way
of the Cross” soon outpaced most other such devotions in popularity.  
Modeled on the designated stopping places for prayer on the famous
“Via Dolorosa” in Jerusalem, they provided the faithful with an
opportunity to reflect on Christ’s painful pilgrimage to Calvary. By the
end of the 16th Century, the fourteen stations had become a devotional
element of nearly every church in Christendom.
The aim of the devotion is to help Christians unite with the spirit
of Jesus as He made His sorrowful way to Golgotha. That journey
cannot be made without responding with gratitude for the suffering He
endured. The Way of the Cross teaches us more about Christ’s love than
about His pain in order to teach us to be grateful and reflect His love
to others. The devotion hopes to deepen our awareness that the Christ
who walked to Calvary still walks His way of love among us as friend,
foe, neighbor, and even ourselves.”

Confirmations and Receptions
Bishop Sean Rowe will be joining us for our joint Easter Vigil on
April 15th at 8:00pm. At that time he will be confirming candidates
and receiving individuals into the Episcopal Church. If you would like
to be confirmed or received, or to reaffirm your faith in some way,
please contact Father Adam.
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In January
we collected
scarfs, gloves
and hats to
share the
warmth with others in
town that are not as fortunate as we are. Here
are a few photos from our first Sunday when we
placed the items outside for others to take. Needless
to say, the items were gone before Monday morning.
Just knowing that we can help others stay warm this
winter, reminds us what St. John’s is about:

WORSHIP GOD; CARE FOR PEOPLE;
and GROW AS CHRISTIANS
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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New Member Classes
During Wednesday evenings in Lent, Father Adam will be
conducting new member classes for those who are new to the
Episcopal Church or new to St. John’s.
Beginning on Wednesday, March 8, these classes will run from
7:30pm-8:30pm. Prior to the classes will be our Wednesday Lenten
Eucharist at 5:30 and a light dinner at 6:30. All are invited. For more
information, contact Father Adam.  

MEMOS FROM THE OFFICE:

Mission Trip to the
Dominican Republic
A delegation from the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania will
be taking a mission trip to the Dominican Republic this summer from
July 21-29, 2017. This will be the Diocese’s third trip to Dominican
Republic, and this year our confirmation class has decided they to
want to participate. Father Adam and some of our young people will
be joining others from the Diocese on this mission trip. We want to
extend an invitation, as well, to all members of the parish that may
be interested. If you would like more information, please see Father
Adam. The Confirmation Class will also be raising money to defer the
costs of their plane tickets and other expenses, and any contributions
would be greatly appreciated.

Our parish secretary, Tina Misavage will be on vacation
February 6-17. If you’re planning a trip to the church and do
not have access, please call ahead to see if the church will be
open. Our answering machine will be checked regularly, so
leave a message if necessary.  

The parish office will be closed on
Monday, February 20th in observance
of President’s Day.
The deadline to submit articles for the March
2017 newsletter will be Tuesday, February 21.
Please send articles to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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