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WinterFest
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we prepare to enter another season of
Advent, we are given the gift of waiting. So
often, we focus on what we want, but Advent invites us to focus on what
God might give us. Instead of expending our effort on choosing what we
would like and striving to get it, our energy goes into preparing our hearts
to be open to what is coming. This preparation is much harder work, but
ultimately more fruitful.  
One of the lies we tell ourselves is that if we work hard enough, what
we think is best will come to us.  Really, though, however hard we work,
we are always handed a jumble of broken leftovers from the pursuits and
plans of others. We can toil desperately to make that mess into the gift we
have decided we deserve to be given. But we cannot create what we truly
need to satisfy us.
Advent provides the space for us to strip down our projections and put
away our projects so that we can see where the divine gift for us is to be
found in the midst of life’s pains and paradoxes. We shut off the flashing
lights and neon beacons so we can simply see the stars around us.  We
step out of the buzzing cacophony and make space for silence where
the still, small voice may beckon. We close the Facebook feeds and the
commercial messages to open the prophets and the psalms preparing us
to recognize what we can’t yet imagine. We stop jockeying for position
and simply sit beside our brothers and sisters until these erstwhile allies
and enemies become nothing less to us than the true image and likeness
of God.
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SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 3
10AM - 2PM

Fancy Cookies • Steamy Hot Soups
Savory Sandwiches • Fudge and Candy
Twice-Loved Treasures
Church Records
Baptisms:
Cheyenne Felix

“Sealed by the Holy Spirit
in Baptism and marked as
Christ’s own forever”

Deaths:
David Bricker

(March 12, 1931-November 23, 2016)
“May he rest in peace
and rise in glory!”
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Year End Giving
Please have your 2016 giving turned in by Sunday,
December 25th to be applied for this year.
Anything received after this date will reflect on your 2017 giving
statement. Also, please wait until 2017 to start paying on your 2017
pledge. If you pay on your 2017 pledge in December, it will reflect on
your 2016 giving statement. If you have any questions, please give
Tina a call in the office.

The Allen Hall floor and hallway will be
waxed beginning on Monday, December 5th.
Please be aware and be prepared to use the
front door from December 5-7th unless otherwise
noted on the Allen Hall doors. You still can
get to the elevator by using the front door.

Please Join Us
For Services:
Christmas Eve:
5:00 pm – Family Service & Children’s Program
10:00 pm – Carillon Recital
10:30 pm – Musical Prelude
11:00 pm – Festive Christmas Eve Eucharist
Christmas Day:
8:00 am and 10:00 am – Holy Eucharist at St. John’s
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Advent helps us hand over our wills, our imaginations, and our desires
so that in the crucible of waiting they can be purified into hope. We
cannot learn hope until we have learned to stop and let go of everything
except for God’s coming to us. Then God’s coming will fill every nook and
cranny of our being, occupying our every thought and hunger. We will be
able to recognize the Messiah come into the world because we will have
become nothing more than a Messiah-shaped outline waiting desperately
for God to fill us.   
The waiting of Advent allows us to recognize and receive the
Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace amid shepherds and Latinspeaking IRS agents two thousand years ago. That same waiting allows us
to recognize and receive the body of Christ in the gifts placed on the altar
and in those gathered around it, as well as in the least of our brothers and
sisters for whom whatever we do we do also for Jesus. Our Advent waiting
will also allow us to recognize and be received by the Son of Man in his
crucified glory at the last day.
Our souls are saturated with so much stress and striving that we
cannot wait to wait. Receive Advent as a gift and dive into it deeply. Wait
until we can’t imagine wanting anything but Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
Peace, Adam

FLOWERS AND GREENS:
The season is upon us and we ask St. Johns parishioners to assist
in preparing our church for the Christmas Holy days by contributing
toward the needed adornments. Flowers and greens will adorn the
Church throughout the Christmas Season; anyone attending worship
or stopping by for private prayer may enjoy the beauty of the altar.
Please fill out the enclosed envelope and return it with
your offering to the Church Office no later than Tuesday,
December 20. All names submitted will be included in the listing on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
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Divine Kettle Korn
As the holidays approach we will be selling Kettle Korn. The cost is $5 per
bag.  Order is below or can be found in the parish house hallway or in the
office. All order forms need to be returned to the office or Laura Peretic with
payment no later than Sunday, December 11.

St. John’s Divine Kettle
Korn Fundraiser

WinterFest is coming,
Saturday, December 3
The Twice-Loved Treasurers table is in need of any kind of Christmas
decorations or Christmas items that you may no longer need. Please
bring your items to the office or give to any ECW steering committee
member. Also, don’t forget, that we will gladly accept any type of baked
goods and/or candies.  Please have your items here no later than noon on
Friday, December 2nd.

$5/bag. Please have all orders in by December 11th.
Popping will be December 17th and delivery December 18th.
Name__________________________________________________

Quantity:_____________bags@$5.00 each

Please have articles for the January newsletter turned
into the parish office by Friday, December 16. We ask that
articles be typed or printed and delivered to the parish office in
person, by regular mail, e-mail or fax:

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Sunday, December 11th.

stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • 724-347-4502
226 W. State St., Sharon, PA 16146

Telephone #_____________________________________________

Wednesday Advent Services and Dinners
During Advent, St. John’s will offer a Eucharist on Wednesday evenings
at 5:30 followed by dinner at 6:30. This Advent worship will be more
contemplative, with time for letting go of the bustle of life to sit before
God and listen. Dinner will be provided following the service and
before choir rehearsal begins. Services start on Wednesday 11/30 and
continue through 12/21. For more information, contact Father Adam.   

Vestry Nominees: If you are interested finding out more about
serving on vestry or nominating yourself to run, please contact Father
Adam or a vestry member. We will be electing three people for threeyear terms at our Annual Meeting in January.
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A date has not been set yet for our Annual Meeting in
January, but Annual Reports are due by Friday, January 6.
Please e-mail your report to: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED THE FOLLOWING DAYS IN
DECEMBER AND JANUARY:
Friday, December 23 – Closing at 12 Noon
Monday, December 26 – Christmas Holiday
Friday, December 30 – closing at 12 Noon
Monday, January 2 – New Year’s Holiday
Monday, January 16 – Martin Luther King Day
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Church Periodal Club News
Lois Tamplin, Diocesan Director of the Church Periodical Club,
has taken over Doddy Crawford’s CPC duties here at St. John’s.
Having received donations of $283.50 from attendees at Diocesan
Convention, she gave those of you who weren’t at Convention an
opportunity to contribute. Armed with the traditional CPC Energy Lift
(candy and snacks) she was in the lounge on November 13 to exchange
snacks for a monetary donation. She collected $102.75, including
earlier contributions from Vicki Barletta and Donna Billioni, and thanks
you all for your generosity.
She encourages you to contribute regularly to this worthy
project. Perhaps you can empty your pockets and purses of coins each
night for this purpose, as some folks do. The Miles of Pennies gives
grants for children’s books and media, and the National Books Fund
provides adult study material, as well as book money for our seminarians.
Fr. Adam received book money when he was in seminary, and some
years ago West Hill Ministries received a grant. Lois will get you a grant
application if you know of a need.
Keep those contributions coming! You can give them to Tina in
the office, or Lois on Sunday mornings.

Have You Checked Out Our Website?
You will find: Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;
ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth & Family
Ministry schedules, and much, much more.
Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org
Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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Upcoming Events
at Cana’s Corner
December 2:
“Two for One”

January 20:
“David Hamilton”

Greg and Marla with
their oldies and gospel

Returning for solo concert
with oldies and gospel

December 16:
“Terry Leonard”

February 3:
“The Sutherlands”

A very special
Christmas concert

Youngstown duo singing
old-time gospel

December 30:

February 17:

We will not be having
Cana’s Corner due to the
Christmas holiday

Special Valentine’s Day event
featuring Rick Bruening

January 6:
“His Own”

We will be
sharing some
new songs for
your enjoyment

Cana’s Corner is located
in the lounge at St. John’s
7-9 PM • Refreshments
and nursery are available
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