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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Today, I want to talk about Christmas gifts.  
Yes, I know that it isn’t even Halloween yet
as I write this, and you will be reading it well
before Thanksgiving. But before you hit the malls and the mail order, I
have some suggestions.
First, instead of another thing for people on your list, especially people
who don’t need any particular “things”, consider a donation in their
name to a worthy cause. Our church ministries would be happy to send a
recognition card for Christmas, and here are some ideas:
• $15 – a bag of food for a family from ECS
• $30 – a new choir anthem
• $180 – food for a family of three for a year from ECS
• $300 – the cost of meals for up to 200 people at our Saturday lunch
• $325 – a camp scholarship
• $500 – brass and tympani for a Christmas or Easter service
Additionally, a number of other good causes offer opportunities to buy
farm animals, food, equipment for clean water, housing, school supplies,
or job training. For more information, look at Episcopal Relief and
Development (episcopalrelief.org), Food for the Poor (foodforthepoor.
org) or Heifer International (heifer.org).  South East Asian Prayer
Center (seapc.org) is looking for sponsors for orphans for $50/month.  
Information about these organizations is available on the library shelves
of the church lounge.
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We already have the answer! Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”
As Daniel Gawthrop encourages us in our anthem for 11/20/16 - Christ
The King Sunday:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and He shall direct your
path. For in Him are all the blessings of heaven.

Second, if you would rather have something concrete to wrap and
place under the tree, look at our area’s locally owned shops, such as
Gallery 29 in downtown Sharon.  Buying local keeps money in our
community and promotes jobs and economic development at home.  
Gifts are certainly not the point of Christmas, but they can be a great
means of sharing God’s love with one another.  If we are intentional,
sharing that love can be part of buying Christmas gifts as well as part of
giving them.
Peace, Adam

Let’s walk together, one day at a time, welcoming God’s sunlight
between the winds, reconciling any bitterness from these past months. I
sure hope to see you at our Thanksgiving Day service! Bring a friend, give
thanks with us. Afterwards, receive some fresh vegetables from the altar to
share with your family and friends, participating in the rich traditions of
this St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Be at peace, Sing in all Seasons,

Ron Gracilla

ECS can use mittens/gloves of all sizes. You
will find a basket in the parish house hallway/
Narthex to place your mittens/gloves in.

Thank you in advance!
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Vestry Update
At the October Meeting, Gary Funderlich offered an overview of
the role of vestries and other non-profit boards. Gary has considerable
experience working with corporate boards, and he is sharing those
experiences with us in a series of presentations. In November, we will
look at vestry roles and recruiting board members in preparation for our
January Annual Meeting and vestry elections.  
The vestry also reviewed the progress of the Believe and Prepare Capital
Campaign. We have already received $101,730 of the $203,165 pledged
for the five-year campaign ending in 2019. In addition, we have received
over $40,000 in gifts to the campaign over and above what was originally
pledged. Due to illness and other unexpected reasons, we expect not to
collect about $25,000 in pledges.
We have contracted for $170,966 in work to date, including exterior
building work, a new sign and refurbishing our old sign, and sealing
our parking lots. We have received bids for an additional $21,000 worth
of work dealing with the roofs and mortar of the Allen Hall additions.
Before moving forward with that work, the vestry decided to contact our
architects, HHSDR, and get their input, as well. Future planned work also
includes replacing the Plexiglas protecting our stained glass windows, air
conditioning the upstairs dining room, and repairing three ranks of organ
pipes.

December 2016 Newsletter Deadline:
Don’t forget! The deadline to submit articles for the December
newsletter is Wednesday, November 16. Please send articles to the
church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED

Friday, November 11: Veterans’ Day
Thursday, November 24: Thanksgiving DayFriday,
November 25: Thanksgiving holiday
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
I had a chance to take a half hour in midOctober to just sit at the end of my driveway and
watch as the yellow and orange Autumn leaves
frantically swirled in a mad stiff tumult of winds. Yet between the frantic
gusts I was surprisingly warm in the brite reassuring sunlight. As I watched
the colorful spectacle I noticed my dog Buster sniffling about without any
worries. He was not concerned. A deeper thought surfaced to me.
“Consider the lilies of the field whose bloom is brief: We are as they;
Like them we fade away, As doth a leaf.”
–FROM OUR ANTHEM OF 10/30/16 “CONSIDER” BY ROLAND MARTIN

I could view this scene and lament the sudden change of seasons with
its destruction of the once lush canopy of green now become dry colored
leaves and shortening days, or I could welcome the dramatic scene of
change unfolding before me. I can truly embrace the swirling scenery and
give Buster a reassuring scritch between the ears as he checks on me.
Consider the lilies that do neither spin nor toil, Yet are most fair: What
profits all this care and all this coil?
Here we find an older use of the word “coil” meaning “a confusion or
turmoil”. By the time you read this our extraordinary nation will have
entered a new political season having weathered an alarmingly divisive
race. How do we walk forward, together, reunited as God’s people in this
congregation?
Loving God and loving neighbor, Man in joy doth reap harvest of the
farmer’s labour, harvest of the deep. For these mercies now we sing grateful
praise to God our King.”
–FROM OUR ANTHEM OF 11/13/16 “HARVEST BLESSINGS RICHLY SHOWERED” BY VERMON HOYLE
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Thanksgiving Day Service
November 24
Holy Eucharist and
Homily at 10am
A service of
Thanksgiving is a
tradition here at
St. John’s Church.
Come with your
family and friends to
celebrate this holy day
of Thanks with worship.

When to Call a
Member of the Clergy
• When someone is near death or has died.
• When someone is ill or hospitalized.

Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to those folks that
have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes and
servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week following. We also
include upcoming events. Some may think that this is a mini-newsletter,
which it almost is! Many things pop up during the week that isn’t included
in the monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way for you to stay
informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages.
If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like to, please
email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add you to the weekly
list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each Wednesday evening.
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• When someone is distressed and needs pastoral care.
• When someone is in need of prayer.
• When someone wants to discuss spiritual or theological matters.
• When someone has reason to celebrate or share a thanksgiving
(birth, engagement, etc.).
• When someone would like to talk or pray about a difficult decision.
• When someone just wants to talk to a clergy person.
During regular office hours, the clergy can be contacted through the
Church office (724-347-4501). In times of pastoral crisis or emergency, call
814-688-7709 at any hour of the day or night, seven days a week. Such calls
are top priority for Father Adam who will respond as quickly as possible.
Please do not assume the Clergy are “too busy” for such calls, or that they
will be notified in some other way.
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