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Celebrating

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you to everyone who helped make
our 150th event so special. The service and
the music were moving, Bishop Sean delivered
a powerful challenge to us to continue being
a place where people come to know Jesus,
and the reception was a first-rate party! Many guests came from other
churches and the surrounding community. St. John’s was recognized
with a proclamation from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
(personally delivered by State Representative Mark Longetti) and a
proclamation declaring September 12, 2016 as “St. John’s Episcopal

150
YEARS
AT ST. JOHN’S

FALL RUMMAGE SALE
Thursday, October 13th, from 9am to 4pm
Friday, October 14th, from 9am to 4pm (Dollar Bag Day)
Saturday, October 15th, from 9am to 2pm (Dollar Bag Day)
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Columbarium Niches
Niches are still available in our Columbarium. The niches in our
Columbarium are all single so you need to buy a niche for each individual.
The price per niche is $550.
The use of the Columbarium is for St. John’s members and their
families. If others wish to purchase niches their requests will be reviewed
on a case by case basis.
You may choose your preferred niche(s) by going to the office. Tina has
a plan of the Columbarium with numbers for each niche. Every effort will
be made to approve the requested niches. If we cannot approve your choice,
an alternative will be offered. This is necessary to avoid isolated units that
might be hard to sell.
You can reserve your niche(s) by filling out a reservation form (which
you can get from Tina in the office) and include your check for the
purchase price. You will receive a contract after it is determined that the
niches you have chosen are available.
For more information please feel free to call one of the board members
listed below:
Jim Allen

(724) 981-2871

Roberta Creed

(724) 528-1892

Carol Dunham

(724) 981-3944

Bob Edeburn

(724) 342-5037

Gary Funderlich

(724) 528-1361

Father Adam and St. John’s Parish,
Thank you so much to everyone who came out to help with Buhl Day.
We appreciate all your support!
–Pastor Jason and the Hermitage Church Launch Team
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Church Day” in the City of Sharon (brought by Council President Frank
Connelly and City Manager Robert Fiscus). Retired Methodist Pastor
Terry Shaffer shared greetings from Christian Associates. All in all, a
wonderful way to celebrate our first 150 years of ministry in Sharon.  
Now, as we live into the start of our next 150 years, we continue
the work we have been doing. Worship God…Care for People…Grow
as Christians. The choir is back signing together on Sunday morning
(although various choral parts could be heard drifting from the
congregation through the summer, as well). Sunday school has started
back up with the children using the Weaving God’s Promises curriculum.
Our confirmation class is exploring possible summer mission trips,
learning about the Episcopal Church through the book My Faith, My Life,
and working on the dimensions of discipleship. An adult Sunday school
class that meets between services is discussing The 3 Colors of Love, a
Natural Church Development resource. We are feeding people regularly
through our ECS food pantry and the Saturday lunches. Episcopal
Church Women are preparing for their rummage sale. Some new
opportunities, like a Christmas Card Event, are also being planned.
Blessings on your fall, and on the next 150 years of our ministry
together. Peace, Adam

150th Anniversary Thank You: For 150 years St. John’s has
been a center for worship, fellowship and serving the community. I believe
St. John’s is as strong now as it was in the past, which was evident at the
evening celebration service and reception on September 11th. Even with
the last minute date change everyone stepped up to produce an awesome
evening filled with joy, love, and a lot of laughter. As the organizers of the
reception, Ron and I want to thank everyone who pitched in from moving
tables, mopping floors, decorating, providing food, plating, and cleaning
up; Flo Betts, Terri Cousins, Gary Funderlich, Linda Houk, Katherine Huff,
Rhonda Koborie, Mike Mackalica, Ann Milliard, Curt & Cleo Myers, Donna
Pritchard, Tracy Schliep, Penny Snyder, Emily Tice, and Becky Yoho.

–Madge Tamber
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From Deacon,
Erin Herald
I can’t believe that summer has come to an end
and we are now looking into the fall and winter
months. I’ve enjoyed being able to meet many
of you on Sunday mornings and through the
different activities that are going on at St. John’s. My family and I enjoyed
the parish picnic and my daughter Madison is still talking about VBS! The
150th Anniversary was a wonderful time to celebrate with all of you! I’m
looking forward to what this fall will bring. There are some member-guest
opportunities coming up which we heard about at the parish picnic and I
am excited about those opportunities. I am also planning on getting a space
set up at the church and will be floating around town to better establish
myself with you and the downtown community. If you see me around I’d
love to share a cup of coffee with you so make sure you say hello!
Peace, Erin Herald

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
It’s hard to believe that summer is ending
and autumn is starting to paint the trees and
shrubs. Our choir is returning to sing our
10am liturgies and I’m looking forward to our
continued Wednesday evening rehearsals at 7:30pm. If you know of any
instrumentalists or vocalists who would like to join in our sung worship
services, please send them my way.
I send a special “Thank You” to everyone involved in the Festive
Evening Prayer to close our 150th Anniversary celebrations. We should
all be proud to hear our strong choir sing to the rafters! We’ve already
received some donations toward new choir robes and again I say “Thank
You”. As we all enjoy the spectacle of the changing colors of Fall, perhaps
you might also be moved to donate even a small amount to “the changing
of the robes”.
Peace, Ron Gracilla

November 2016 Newsletter Deadline:
Don’t forget! The deadline to submit articles for the November
newsletter is Monday, October 17. Please send articles to the church
at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

The office will be closed on Monday,
October 10 in observance of Columbus Day.
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 6th
at 2am. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour
before going to bed on November 5.
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ALL SAINTS DAY SERVICE
Sunday, November 6, 2016

At this service, names of loved ones who have passed on to eternal
life will be remembered. All Saints Day is an important Holy Day in the
church calendar. You will find an offering envelope in this newsletter
for your All Saints Day offering, along with a place for you to print the
names of deceased loved ones to be remembered at the All Saints
Day Service on Sunday, November 6 at both services. All envelopes
need to reach the office no later than Wednesday, November 2nd.
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NCD Results – Vestry

Christmas Card Event

At the September Vestry meeting, the vestry looked at the results
of the Natural Church Development survey taken in the spring. Some
results were exciting – Inspiring Worship improved, as did Incorporating
Newcomers and our formerly lowest area of Passion for Devotions. In this
survey, the church quality characteristic of Loving Relationships is our
new minimum factor. We have been less effective at things like Affirmation
and Encouragement, an Atmosphere of Joy and Acceptance, and Conflict
Resolution, than we were a few years ago when we last took a survey. Over
the next few months a small team will work on a few concrete ways that we
can help our relationships to be more loving. If you are interested, or want
to find out more about the NCD survey or our results, please let Father
Adam know!

Our Reaching New People team is planning a Christmas Card making
member-guest event for October 23, from 1:00-3:00pm at Gallery 29 in
Downtown Sharon. Materials will be provided at no charge for participants
to design their own Christmas cards, and then those cards will be able to be
ordered and used as Christmas cards (participants will need to pay printing
costs). This is a perfect adult/child event!

ECW News
At our recent ECW Steering Committee Meeting we started discussing
Winterfest, which will be Saturday, December 3. We are planning to start
baking the week of October 17th, dates and times will be in the weekly
bulletin as we schedule them. Also we are looking for nice Christmas items
for our Vintage Christmas table such as ornaments or decor. We also want
cookies and candies donated for the sale, so be going through your recipe
books.

St. John’s Library News
Pastor Phil Roland of Sheepfold Ministries recently donated a book to
St. John’s. He wrote They Shall Be Comforted How God uses Men, Angels,
and Natural Phenomena to Heal and Comfort the Brokenhearted.  The
book is about his journey as a grief counselor and the many ways that God
is involved in comforting grieving people.  The book was placed in our
library.  The library would like to thank Pastor Phil for this helpful addition
to our library.     Barb Bogolin, Librarian
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What makes this a Member-Guest event is that we are hoping that those
from the parish who are interested will also invite a friend (or a family
of friends) who do not regularly attend church anywhere at this time.
Research has shown that it can be easier to invite unchurched people to a
social event where they have fun and get a chance to meet multiple people
from church. Then, if and when they do come to church, they already have
people they recognize and can talk to, feel more comfortable, and are more
likely to stay. Please think about who you might know that would be a good
guest to join us for this event.
RSVP to the church office with the names of you and your guest(s) by
10/19; (maximum 40 participants). For more information, contact Jane
Trambley (724-699-3723) or Tony Kropp (724-931-0604).

Adult Sunday school: The Adult Sunday school class will
be working through The 3 Colors of Love, Sunday mornings at
9am. All are welcome to participate. For more information contact
Tracy Schliep (724-346-3831).

FALL RUMMAGE SALE NEWS

Friday, October 7th 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
is Deadline to bring in your items.
Set-up begins on Sunday, October 9 - after 5pm,
and on Monday and Tuesday, October 10 and 11 at 9am.
Consider helping us out on any of these dates.
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