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Kids Kamp (completed grades 2-5) and Teen
Camp (completed grades 6-12) will be held at Camp

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On May 15, we celebrated Pentecost and
our 150th Anniversary Parish Homecoming.  
Many thanks go to Ron, Greg, our choir, and
our guest musicians for their work in offering
music that glorified God and lifted our spirits
heavenward.  I echo the many comments I heard from parishioners and
guests who were truly moved by the liturgy.  After church, more than
170 people gathered at the Corinthian for a celebratory lunch. Thanks to
Madge Tamber, especially, for coordinating all aspects of the meal.  We
also received letters from Father Kline, a former rector, and Emmanuel
Church Corry, and a Certificate of Appreciation from Christian Associates.  
Some people have also asked about the slideshow shown during the event.  
There were about 200 photos, which I would be happy to copy for anyone
who gives me a thumb drive or other way to copy them.  (The photos will
also hopefully all make their way onto Facebook in the next few weeks.)  
I am grateful for all who celebrated this great day with us.  St. John’s has
done amazing work over the past 150 years, and I can’t wait to see what
God is planning for the beginning of our second 150 years.
In mid-April, seven members of St. John’s attended a Diocesansponsored workshop on reaching new people.  Over the summer we
will be working on a plan for member-guest events and other activities
that will make it easy to invite our family, friends, neighbors and coworkers to meet and get to know people St. John’s.  Stay tuned for more
information about these initiatives in future bulletins and newsletters.
Peace, Adam
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Corry, PA sent a colorful card to
St. John’s reading: “BRAVO! Congratulations on serving God for 150
years!” and signed by the members of the parish.
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Nazareth June 12-18. See Fr. Adam or the parish office for an application.
Application should be accompanied by Registration Deposit of $25.
Application must be postmarked no later than June 1, 2016 to
receive a $60 scholarship.

Summer Book Study: On Wednesday evenings from 7:008:00pm, from June 1-August 31, we will be reading Making Life Count:
Following Jesus in the 21st Century. This practical guide will to discipleship
will offer concrete ideas about following Jesus and promote discussion on
how we can Grow as Christians. This group is open to all and will involve
short readings and a discussion each night on different aspect of our life
with Christ. If you are interested, please contact Father Adam.
Mr. George Takash, President of Christian Associates of the
Shenango Valley presented St. John’s with a Certificate of Appreciation
at our 150th Homecoming Luncheon that read: We celebrate with St.
John’s Episcopal Church the Anniversary of 150 Years as a Christian
Ministry and Community Service in the Shenango Valley.

Lawrence/Mercer County Church Softball League
Schedule: St. John’s games are played at 6:15p.m. at COG field
(975 Wheatland Rd., West Middlesex) on the following dates:
June 2-June 7-June 9-June 14-June 21-June 23-June 30-July 7
Spectators are welcome!
Thank you all for the prayers, cards, and well wishes during my recent illness. Also,
thanks be to God for His loving care. ~ Sandy Geiwitz

A note from David Bricker... Hello to all. My sincere appreciation
for your continuing prayers, treatments are going very well.
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Mad Hatter Tea
Our tenth annual and final Mad Hatter
Tea was held on May 7th. What a way
to end this annual event, but with a full
house and a fine selection of dishes to
dive into. The ladies had a chance to win
several nice items as well as the basket
being passed to help offset expenses
and to help support
our mission work.
Between the two we
collected nearly $486.
Special thanks to Ron
Gracilla for providing
some nice background
music along with
some special tunes for
the Hat Parade. Our
judge had her work cut out trying to decide on
which hat(s) was best suited for the following
categories: Largest, Smallest, Outrageous,
Creative and Vintage. And, the winners were:
Largest – Dorothy O’Stafy; Smallest – Flo
Betts; Creative – Lois Tamplin; Outrageous:
Anname Kachursky and Becky Yoho, and
Vintage went to Julia Trambley.

July/August 2016 Newsletter Deadline:
Please have all articles for the July/August newsletter in the parish
office by Friday, June 17. If at all possible, please e-mail all articles/
events to the church or please type/print and deliver to the parish
office in person. E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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To Fr. Adam and the congregation,
After our church closed its doors last year, you extended a warm
welcome and an invitation to anyone from The Redeemer who needed a
place to worship to come and join you in your celebration of Christ each
Sunday. I just wanted to personally thank everyone for their acceptance,
hospitality, positive comments and prayers for us through this time of
transition and many feelings. I also want to say how touched I am each
Sunday when I hear the prayers for the new church plant in the city of
Hermitage. I don’t know what the future holds for us, but I know that we
are valued and love by our sister church, St. John’s.   ~Cheryl Pryts

The Church of the Holy Nativity
2200 18th St., Plano, TX 75074
10th of May, 2016
To the Rector, Warden, Vestry and People
of St. John’s Church, Sharon, PA:
Congratulations on your 150th Anniversary!
Whether you are a lifelong or more recent member, you have
certainly recognized that St. John’s is a wonderful Christian Community,
both nurturing you, and enabling you to reach out to touch others, in
many and various ways, with the Good News of Jesus.
It was my great privilege to have served as Rector for a few years in
the later 1970s, together with the Reverend Sheldon Harbach, assisting
priest.  I loved those years at St. John’s and fully expected to be there for a
long time.  In fact, the decision to leave and become Archdeacon was the
most difficult one in my fifty years as a priest!
But thanks to the kindness of your succeeding rectors, I have been
informed of each stage in your continued development and service in the
Name of our Lord.
For those who may wonder, I have been active in retirement, serving
as Interim Priest in two parishes and have been Associate at Holy
Nativity, Plano, for seventeen years.
Jane joins me in saying once again: “Congratulations!”

The Reverend Canon John W. Kline
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Congratulations to St. John’s
2016 Graduates
The class of 2016 is ready to venture forward into the “real world”.  This
move is scary, right parents?  St. John’s is proud to have been a part of
this journey ahead for the following three young people:  Chip Beck and
Maggie Brown of Hickory High School and Adam Jones of Sharpsville
High School.

Chip Beck, son of Randy and

Jacque Beck, will graduate from Hickory
High School on June 3rd.  While at Hickory,
Chip was senior class President, Drama Club
treasurer, and a member of the National
Honor Society, Chamber Choir, Concert
Choir, Marching Band, Concert Band, Jazz
Band, Pep Band and History Club.  He
enjoyed participating in the musicals and
senior class play.  During his senior year, he
attended the Entrepreneurship Academy at
the eCenter in Linden Pointe while also taking classes at BC3.  Chip enjoys
app development and this summer he will attend the Worldwide Developer
Conference in San Francisco via a scholarship from Apple. In the fall, he
will attend college at either Carnegie Mellon
University, The University of Pittsburgh,
or Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology.

Adam Jones,

son of Cindy
and George Jones, will be graduating from
Sharpsville High School and also from
Mercer County Career Center Diesel
Mechanics program. During his time in high
school he lettered in Academics and played
baseball. For the past 2 years he has been
employed as a Logistics Manager for IC Electric. After graduation he will
be pursuing a career as an Electrician. Adam enjoys spending time with
his family and friends as well as the outdoors, fishing, hunting and riding
his dirt bike.
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
Have you given yourself the chance to pause
and notice how almost overnight, the trees and
shrubs have expanded from buds to full leaf?
Where once there were only sparse branches
trying in vain to defeat the cold, rain or snow, now the richness of bright
shades and shapes of greenery blanket the living scaffolding everywhere
you look. As Spring opens her warming arms, flowers and grasses have
also burst forth in concert welcoming the return of countless winging birds
serenading each other toward nests for a new generation.
In a sense, we shared our own sacred burst of Spring on Pentecost
Sunday as our Sanctuary was draped in vivid reds, our dancers led the
processional for our own 150th Parish Homecoming service celebration.
Our choir has worked hard all year and I would say that effort really
shone through as we combined with String and Brass Quartet on hymn
and anthem. Please help me thank Al, Alice, Bob, Dorothy, Greg, Jane,
Jeffrey, Julia, Laura J., Laura P., Lily, Lois, Lucretia, Marge, Matt, Michael,
Tony and Vicki for all their efforts. I’m certain the Holy Spirit was made
present to us all!
So I leave you this at the end of another “choir season”. I can think of
nothing better than the words from our final Pentecost anthem. Indeed,
how better to proclaim the spirit of St. John’s Episcopal Church as she
enters her next 150 years?
“God Is Here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, may
we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. Here, as in the
world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of your
Spirit into open minds and hearts…here in newness and renewal, God the
Spirit comes to each. …we who cannot live without You, we adore You; we
believe!” (excepts from “God is Here” by Green/Curry)
Be at Peace, Ron Gracilla
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Upcoming Events
at Cana’s Corner
June 10:  “Two for One”

we welcome back Greg
Vanderveen and Marla Morietti,
singing gospel and oldies

What is NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT? I have been asked
this question by several people, especially since we are asked in our Sunday
bulletin to pray for St. John’s Natural Church Development team. To refresh
my old foggy brain I have reread the booklet “The ABC’s of Natural Church
Development (NCD)” that I ran across when cleaning off my desk.
Healthy and growing churches work toward developing 8 quality
characteristics.

June 24: “His Own”
trio singing oldies, gospel,
and Broadway favorites

July 23:
“Gospel Music Festival”

all day festival in the parking lot
featuring a variety of music, all
designed to appeal to all sorts of
folks! Come, bring your chair,
and plan to spend the day!

A Message from the Sr. Warden

Cana’s Corner is located
in the lounge at St. John’s
7-9 PM • Refreshments
and nursery are available

The annual Waldameer Picnic will be held
on Sunday, June 19.
Registration will be from 10:00 AM-10:50 AM (redeem ticket for
Waldameer wristband) and will resume following the Eucharist, which
begins at 11:00 AM. Tickets are $22.50 (with an $80 max per family),
which represents a $17.48 savings per person from the regular price.
This includes Waldameer, Water World, and a buffet lunch that will be
available until 4:30pm. Children 3 and under are free but do need
to reserve a ticket. All tickets need to be bought in advance.
No tickets will be sold the day of the picnic.
You can purchase your tickets thru the office during the week or see
Barb Lipinski on Sunday mornings. Last day to order is June 5th.

• Empowering Leadership: Leaders are not all powerful with only their
vision in mind but they “equip, support, motivate and mentor individuals
to become all that God wants them to be.”
• Gift-based Ministry: “The role of the church leader is to help its members
identify their gifts and integrate them into ministries that match their gifts.”
• Passionate Spirituality: “Faith is actually lived out with commitment, fire,
and enthusiasm.” How a church achieves this is not as important as that it is
real for the parishioners.
• Effective Structures: Structures within the church must fulfill their
purpose and if not change or eliminate them.
• Inspiring Worship Service: Parishioners attend worship service for a
wonderful experience, not out of an obligation to fulfill a Christian duty.
• Holistic Small Groups: “A system of small groups within the church where
individual Christians can find intimate community, practical help and
intensive spiritual interaction.”
• Need-Oriented Evangelism: “Share the gospel in a way that meets the
questions and needs of non-Christians.”  It’s not the door to door, pushy,
manipulative type of Evangelism.
• Loving Relationships: Churches with a high quotient in this category
have parishioners that meet outside the church for coffee or a meal in
each other’s home. Complimenting parishioners, the churches awareness
of parishioners personal problems, and much laughter in the church and
among the members also contribute to developing ‘loving relationships’.
The team is working with the results of a questionnaire completed about
three years ago which identified characteristics needing the most attention
and how to strengthen them.  A new questionnaire was just completed.  
Results will be forthcoming in the near future.
Rejoice in the Lord, Madge Tamber
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7pm ~ AA in D.R.
Evening Deanery Meeting Allen Hall
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