“The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Taken them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.”

Sunday, April 17, 2016
Olivia Hazel Gee & Abby Amelia Lanshcak

ADMITTED TO FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION

226 West State Street
Sharon, PA 16146

(April 16, 2016 date of Interment at St. John’s)

The deadline to submit articles for the June 2016,
newsletter is Monday, May 16th.
Please e-mail articles to the church at:
stjohnssharon.org

“Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord”

Anthony Tamber
April 14, 2016

David Sunderlin
September 26, 2016

Deaths:

begin on Tuesday, May 31
9am ~ noon (closed for lunch) 1 ~ 4pm
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This month is a very exciting month for
us at St. John’s. The celebration of our 150th
Anniversary Homecoming on Pentecost will
be a wonderful time of worship and fellowship
when we connect with God and one another
while reflecting on the past, present and future
of our church. As part of our preparation for
Pentecost in our church and our community,
I’d commend to you the enclosed prayers for
the 10 days leading up to Pentecost. These
short but powerful prayers will focus us on the work God is preparing to
do in our parish and throughout the world.
At our last vestry meeting we had a discussion about how best to
make our sanctuary more accessible to people with walkers, wheelchairs
or other mobility limitations. A number of both long-time parishioners
and newcomers have told us that our pews are spaced tightly enough to
be difficult to get into and sit in comfortably even for those with minor
mobility issues such as knee troubles. About six months ago, the vestry
had decided to remove two pews to open up accessible spaces for people
who need more room. However, the vestry is still been determining the
best options, both to maximize the utility to people who would benefit
from the space and to minimize and disruption to the church. We
are currently reviewing options including removing the front pew on
each side while keeping the rails in the front, or to take out the middle
pew on each side, which would give the church an “aisle” look and not
force people to sit in the front row. I would welcome people’s thoughts,
especially if a modified pew would be helpful to you, about what you
think would work best. Whatever we do would be an experiment that
could be put back if what we try doesn’t work.
I also want to note that we received two resignations this month.
Andrew Mitch resigned from the vestry due to an increasing work
schedule in the Pittsburgh area that makes attending meetings very
difficult. We are grateful for his work and will miss him. Samantha
Prather also resigned as our nursery worker due to other job
responsibilities. If you know someone who would be interested in staffing
our nursery Sunday morning, please let me know.
Peace, Adam
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Your Neighbors Need

YOU

Please consider giving a kind hand and tender heart to
others when they need it most, when they are terminally
ill. Sharon Regional Health System Hospice and Palliative
Care will begin a Volunteer Training series on May 9th.
This series of classes will run on the following Mondays:
May 9, 16, and 23 from 1:00pm until 4:00pm. Hospice
Volunteers are needed in several areas ranging from
office help, companionship, running errands, minor
household chores and some other special projects. All
adults are welcome. There is especially a need for men
as Volunteers. If you are interested in learning more
about volunteering for Hospice or attending the Volunteer
Training, please call Erin Zahniser at 724-308-7322 any
weekday 8am-5pm or contact her via email at
erin_zahniser@chs.net
Sharon Regional Health System Hospice and Palliative Care does not
discriminate bases of race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, national origin, disability, genetic information, citizenship, veterans status,
military or uniformed services or other protected classifications, in any way
including admissions, treatment, programs, services, activities or employment.
For further information about this policy, please contact our Home Care Director
of Compliance at 615-465-7000.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Festive Worship Service
All past and present members of the parish
are being invited to join us for a
Festive Worship Service at 10:00am on Pentecost,
May 15, followed by a meal at the Corinthian.
If you have not received an invitation, or
have not sent in an RSVP for lunch,
please call the office immediately.
There is no cost for the luncheon,
but reservations are needed.

Newsletter Deadline:

The deadline to submit articles for the June 2016,
newsletter is Monday, May 16th. Please send articles to
the church at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Church
Softball Team

St. John’s will be fielding a
softball team this summer in
a Lawrence-Mercer County
Church Softball League.
Games will be Tuesday and
Thursday evenings in May, June and July. For more
information, contact Chad Clark (724-815-1066).
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News from our Deacon
Greetings!  
I am excited and looking forward to
starting my work and ministries with
all of you! While I am still discerning
what and how God will use me in
this new call, I will over the next few
months begin serving as a deacon
during the Sunday morning liturgies
when my husband is off to be with
our girls and I will be coming to the various ministries that St.
John’s has going on. I would really like to see what you all
love doing so that I can get to know you better. If I haven’t
talked with you yet, I’d love to meet you.  It is a joy to be
here and I look with eager anticipation on what the future
has for us to do together.
Erin

Thank You!
St. John’s is grateful
that our former rector,
Father Richard
McCandless,
joined us on April 10
as part of our
150th Anniversary.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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A Message from the Sr. Warden
“Rejoice in the Lord; Again I will say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) From
the little snip-its I have been hearing, the May 15 Pentecost service is going
to be a glorious worship service, honoring the past, present, and future of
St. John’s. Come, add your voice to the rejoicing.
We will continue our fellowship afterward at the Corinthian; renewing
old acquaintances and meeting new friends in Christ. (If you have not yet
turned in an RSVP, please call the office immediately.) At the end of the
day the Lord will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant”
(Matthew 25:21).
Rejoice, Madge Tamber

Wednesday Evening Programs
Given the success of our Lenten Wednesday evenings, we will be
gathering again for four weeks of worship, dinner, and learning on
Wednesdays, April 27, May 4, May 11, and May 18.  

The schedule will be:

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
We are so fortunate to have expanded the St.
John’s Choir this year. Please take a moment
to thank them for another year of leadership in
music before the last day of Choir Season on
Trinity Sunday. I certainly hope you’ll also take
a moment to thank the Brass Quartet and String
orchestra after our 150th reunion Festive Service
on Pentecost. Truly, God Is Here!
It takes a tremendous amount of energy
and dedication to put this all together. You can
become a critical part of our work by making a
donation to St. John’s Music Ministry and include
us in prayer so we may continue to bring the
Kingdom God right here in our neighborhood.
Be at Peace,

Ron Gracilla

•  Eucharist at 5:30pm
•  Dinner at 6:30pm
•  Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm
•  Class with Father Adam on the Prayer Book and Bible at 7:30pm

Summer Study
Making Life Count: Following Jesus in the 21st Century, a study on
discipleship, will occur
Wednesday evenings this Summer,
June 1-August 31, from 7:00-8:00pm.
This group is open to all and will involve short readings and a
discussion each night on different aspect of our life with Christ.
If you are interested, please contact Father Adam.
3

St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org

8

St. John’s Library News
Follow us on Facebook and let us know
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to those folks that
have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes and
servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week following. We also
include upcoming events. Some may think that this is a mini-newsletter,
which it almost is! Many things pop up during the week that isn’t included
in the monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way for you to stay
informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages.
If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like to, please
email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add you to the weekly
list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each Wednesday evening.

St. John’s NEW Art Classes
St. John’s is now home for Marianne
Hilke’s art classes on Fridays in the
dining room. She offers a morning
and afternoon session. This group was
established around 15 years ago and many
have made wonderful friendships along
with helping each other with concerns in
their lives. FYI – Pat Gross is a member of
this class. Welcome Marianne and class.

CHURCH CAMP
takes place June 12-18,
watch your mail or Sunday
bulletins for more information.
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Recently, Charles R. Wilson wrote to St. John’s. I would like to share
portions of his letter:
Dear Friends,
I am a onetime member of St. John’s and still feel the connection. My
brother Bill shows up there from time to time. I was baptized there in
September 1927. I plus several other family members from St. John’s have
served in ordained positions over the years. The first rector of St. John’s I can
remember was Barney Atkinson; I had long term relationships with Lloyd
Gressle and with Mac McMillon. I have fond memories of the grand old
pipe organ, having sung in the Jr. and Sr. choirs for many years. I am now
retired and living in Florida with children. I’m involved in local music and
preaching ministries but spend
most of my time writing now.
Charles donated three
books he wrote to our library.
Canterbury Mustard Seeds
which is a collection of
sermons from his time as a
chaplain at the University of
Wyoming. (His wife Lynne,
who died in 2006, was the
bishop’s staff person); Eolithic
Homiletics which is from their
time nurturing ministry in a
Colorado congregation and A
Red Shouldered Hawk in the
Sweet Gum Tree which is a collection of scripture in verse form.
The library would like to thank Charles for remembering St. John’s and for
his contributions to ministry during his lifetime.
Barb Bogolin ~ Librarian
724-347-1197
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