Church
Records
Baptisms:
Aria Brielle Kearns,
Damian Ramsey and
Brittney Giovani
January 10, 2016
“Sealed by the Holy Spirit
in Baptism and marked as
Christ’s own forever”

Deaths:
Louise Boray
January 7, 2016
“Rest eternal grant
sunto her, O Lord”

Acolytes
Needed:
• No age requirement
• 8:00 & 10:00 Sunday
Morning, plus some
special services
• Training Available
• Great Satisfaction
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Lent is in many ways a time of letting go.
We give things up or take on new spiritual
disciplines so that God has room to enter into
our lives, shake things up, and redirect us a
little bit. This year, we at St. John’s will live into this letting go in a number
of ways, ever faithful that as God shakes us up, we will be able to live
more fully into the next steps of our common mission and ministry.  
January 31 was the last official Sunday of Deacon Randy Beck’s time
with us. I have been richly blessed working alongside of him, and he has
consistently called us to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s healing work,
to offer care and community to those who might be on the margins, and
to our gospel imperative to go out and proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ. There are many ways that we will miss him. We will also, however,
be proud to see the work he will accomplish with the new church plant in
Hermitage. Between his heart for reaching people for Jesus and his deep
connections in the Hermitage community, Deacon Randy is well placed
to contribute mightily to the success of this new endeavor. I also expect
that Deacon Randy will be around from time to time, connecting our
work and the work of those coming to this new church plant in ways still
to be discovered.
February 1 marks the official
beginning of Deacon Erin
Herald’s ministry with us at St.
John’s. Deacon Erin and her
husband Josh, and their children
Madison and Mila have been
attending St. John’s frequently
while she has been on maternity
leave. Practically, she will be
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Vestry members from L to R:

Gary Funderlich, Bob Verholek, Keith Rowlands, Fr. Adam Trambley
(Rector), Al Seladi, Madge Tamber,  Curt Myers and Barb Lipinski.
Not available for this photo were Andrew Mitch and Tracy Schliep.

Safeguarding God’s Children
& People Training
Trainging will be held at St. John’s on Saturday, February 27th at 9am on
the 4th floor dining room.  
Who has to take the Safeguarding trainings? Vestry members,
church employees, and volunteers who help with the youth at the Saturday
lunches and those that help with Madge’s cooking classes, must have both
Safeguarding trainings.
If you plan to attend, please contact the church office. This class will be
taught by Donna Gwyer and Madge Tamber. Lunch will be available for $4.00
or you can bring your own.

ECW Spring Rummage Sale will
take place April 14-16
When you begin your spring cleaning, don’t forget that we accept gently
used items.  Your items need to be brought to the church no later than Friday,
April 8th and placed outside the sewing room door.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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The 150th Anniversary Edition
Church Directory is ready!
If you haven’t received yours, see Jacque
Beck or Madge Tamber on Sunday or Tina
in the church office. If you would like a
copy of your directory photo, give Jacque
a flash drive or your email address.

Wednesday Night
Lenten Line-Up
This year, Wednesday evenings during Lent will include a Lenten
Eucharist and dinner, followed by choir practice and new member classes
(that are open to all).
5:30pm Lenten Eucharist in the church including music and preaching
6:30pm Dinner in Allen Hall (donations accepted to offset costs)
7:30pm Choir rehearsal and new member classes taught by Father Adam

New Member Class Topics:
2/17
2/24
3/2
3/9
3/16
3/23

History of St. John’s
Purpose Statement, Guiding Principles, Strategic Directions
and How St. John’s Works
St. John’s Ministries and How to Get Involved
History of the Church of England and the Anglican Communion
History of the Episcopal Church
Holy Week Liturgies and Traditions

February 10th First Day
of Lent - Ash Wednesday
7:00am Impositions of Ashes & Penitential Rite & Eucharist
12:05pm Impositions of Ashes & Penitential Rite & Eucharist
7:00pm Impositions of Ashes & Penitential Rite & Eucharist
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present for various events this month, while getting incorporated into the
parish and spending time with her newborn. Deacon Erin has many gifts,
and over the next few months we will be finding the ways that she can
best use them as part of our parish.
We also have a new nursery worker,
Suzanne Prather, who comes to us via the
cosmetology program at Laurel Technical
Institute. Suzanne works at Whispering
Oaks, and also has experience caring for
children in her extended family. She will be
in the nursery every week from 7:45am11:45am, so that parents can attend both
service, and Sunday school.
Our activities this month will be a bit
different from the last few Lents. First,
we will not have a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Those who have
worked on it the past few years feel like it has run its course. However,
we will be having dinners on Wednesdays as part of our Lenten Program.
For the six Lenten Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday (2/17-3/23), we
will have a Lenten Eucharist at 5:30, a dinner at 6:30, and programming
at 7:30, including choir rehearsal and a new member class. Even if you
cannot come for all three pieces, I hope you can come for something. We
have a number of new members at the parish, and others will be coming
from St. Jude’s. Joining together for dinner will help us catch up with old
friends and meet new ones.
On February 14, we will have a special service honoring and blessing
veterans and members of the armed forces. An active duty officer who
is in our ordination process will be the guest preacher, and people are
being invited from throughout the community. The service will include
a special blessing, and a reception will follow. Please invite any family
members or friends who are or have been in the military to join us for
this special time when we are recalling St. John’s heritage as a USO Center
during WWII.
I pray that you find ways as part of St. John’s and in your own spiritual
life during this Lenten season to prepare your heart and mind for the
glorious mysteries of the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Peace, Adam
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
February has always been a paradox for me.
It usually marks the deep of Winter and yet it
points to March and the promise of Spring. The
temperatures and snowfall wield the dark forces of
cold, and yet the actual daylight is lingering longer
into the evening. Our men’s choir section has
grown from two voices to five, thanks to Greg Hansley, Michael Wachter
and Matthew Ciszek-there’s a wonderful change! This year, we get to
celebrate the last Sunday of Epiphany on the 7th and then Ash Wednesday
marks the season of Lent. If anything, this month brings us face to face
with the irony that life is always about change.
As we shift our musical and liturgical focus, I am hopeful you can attend
our Ash Wednesday service on the 10th. There really is no better way to
pause and meditate on ourselves, the mysteries of our faith, and perhaps
set in motion a more mindful approach to our spiritual and life choices as
we journey through Lent. On the 14th, we have a special service to bless
our military. Perhaps you can invite or bring friends to this day at St. John’s
where we honor folks who have made the choice to use their life energies
for the benefit and safety of others.
Finally, I invite you all to our new Wednesday evening programs that
start with a service, include a meal, and then break into a variety of other
events. What a great way to welcome those new to our flock and join
spiritual forces to make our way through February together!
Peace, Ron Gracilla

Musical Note: Choir rehearsal will now begin

at 7:30pm instead of 7pm on Wednesday evenings.
The parish office will be closed on Monday, February
15th in observance of President’s Day.
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Confirmation Class
Any young people in grades 9-12 who are interested in being confirmed
should contact Father Adam.  A youth confirmation class is being held on one
Thursday evening a month through the rest of the school year.  Additionally,
youth or adults interested in being confirmed or received into the Episcopal
Church are encouraged to attend Father Adam’s new member classes being
held from 7:30-8:30pm on Wednesdays during Lent.

St. John’s Dance Troupe
Any children/youth who are interested in being a part of a liturgical dance
group at St. John’s, or in carrying flags and banners in processions, should
contact Cleo Myers (724-347-4940) or Rhonda Koborie (724-342-6742).

Episcopal Community Services
2016 Packing Dates
2016 Packing dates: April 3 • May 29 • July 31 • October 2 • Jan. 1, 2017
We will be packing bags for ECS on the dates above following the 10am
service. Your help will greatly be accepted.

New AA Meeting
Starting on Thursday, February 4, a women’s AA Group will be begin
meeting at St. John’s at 7pm, in the upstairs dining room. We are privileged
to be able to offer space to folks who are intentionally working to transform
their lives.

March 2016 Newsletter Deadline:

The deadline to submit articles for the March 2016
newsletter will be Tuesday, February 16. Please send
articles to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Friday Stations of The Cross
This prayer service based on the Lord’s passion will be led Friday’s at
12:05pm from February 12 - Good Friday, March 25. “The custom of praying
the Stations of the Cross arose in the late Middle Ages when the Holy Land
was occupied by Turks who forbade access to the holy places which Jesus
frequented during His earthly life. Devout believers who could not visit the
actual sites began to construct replicas of those sacred places where they
could gather to pray. The “Stations of the Way of the Cross” soon outpaced
most other such devotions in popularity.  Modeled on the designated
stopping places for prayer on the famous “Via Dolorosa” in Jerusalem,
they provided the faithful with an opportunity to reflect on Christ’s painful
pilgrimage to Calvary.  By the end of the 16th Century, the fourteen stations
had become a devotional element of nearly every church in Christendom.
The aim of the devotion is to help Christians unite with the spirit of Jesus
as He made His sorrowful way to Golgotha. That journey cannot be made
without responding with gratitude for the suffering He endured. The Way of
the Cross teaches us more about Christ’s love than about His pain in order to
teach us to be grateful and reflect His love to others. The devotion hopes to
deepen our awareness that the Christ who walked to Calvary still walks His
way of love among us as friend, foe, neighbor, and even ourselves.”

House Group I will meet on Saturday, February 13th at 2pm at
the home of Ron and Madge Tamber, 214 S. Erie Street in Mercer.

West Hill Ministries will
have their annual Sr. Citizen
Valentine’s Luncheon
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016 at St John’s • Lunch is FREE!
Noon: Lunch of Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad
1:00 p.m.: Musical Program by Father Doug Dayton, Retired Rector
of St. John’s Episcopal.
Call 724-347-7261 to make your reservation.
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Please return your blessed palms to the church no later than
Sunday, February 7th, so that they can be burned to make the
ashes for the Ash Wednesday services.

Homecoming Celebration
On Pentecost, May 15, St. John’s will have a Homecoming Celebration
as part of our 150th Anniversary. We will be inviting all former and current
members to join us for a festive 10:00am service followed by a sit-down
banquet. Invitations and more details will follow. If you have names (and
addresses!) of former members of St. John’s, please send them to the church
office so that we can add them to the invitation list.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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