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Highland Hills Village
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PLEASE JOIN US
FOR SERVICES
AT ST. JOHN’S:
CHRISTMAS EVE:
5:00 pm: Family Service
and Children’s Program
10:00 pm: Carillon Recital
10:30 pm: Musical Prelude
11:00 pm: Festive
Christmas Eve Eucharist

F R O M

God’s House
Your House
T O

226 West State Street
Sharon, PA 16146

CHRISTMAS:
10:00 am: Holy Eucharist
with Fr. Adam at St. Jude’s
Church (Redeemer Ministry
Center), Hermitage.

Have you checked out
St. John’s website?
You will find: Acolyte
schedule; Lector/L.E.M.
schedule; ECW schedule;
ECS dates of distribution
along with Youth & Family
Ministry schedules, and
much, much more.
Check us out today at:
www.stjohnssharon.org
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This month we begin the 150th
Anniversary celebration of our parish with
kickoff on Sunday, December 13th. Between
services, everyone is invited for brunch in
Allen Hall. Father Doug Dayton, long-time rector of St. John’s, will be
joining us at 8:00 and 10:00 for special liturgies. This day is the third
Sunday of Advent which is traditionally a special day of rejoicing.    
The end of December will also mark the close of Diana Moreland’s
time with us as Youth and Family Minister. During her time here, Diana
has worked directly with our children’s chapel and the youth volunteers
for the Saturday lunch, while also coordinating Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, working at Diocesan Summer Camp, and putting together
a wonderful mission trip experience for our confirmation class. She was
being paid primarily by a three-year Diocesan grant which expires at the
end of this year. I personally will miss Diana’s work ethic, integrity, and
fearlessness in trying new things. She also cared greatly about the safety of
the children in our care and went above and beyond in that regard.
During the beginning of 2016, I hope to gather a number of people
committed to Christian education and formation to think creatively about
the best way to structure our program going forward. If you are interested
in being part of those discussions, please let me know. In the meantime,
the preschool and elementary classes being taught by Sherri and Laura
will continue on Sunday mornings, and I will be working directly with
the confirmation students and their families. We are still lining up folks to
help with Children’s Chapel for 8:00 and 10:00, and would be grateful for
any help.
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WINTERFEST
Saturday, December 5th
10:00am - 2:00pm
Fancy Cookies
Steamy Hot Soup
Savory Sandwiches
Fudge & Candy
Twice-Loved Treasures
Vintage Christmas Items

FLOWERS AND GREENS
The season is upon us and we ask St. John’s parishioners to assist
in preparing our church for the Christmas Holy days by contributing
toward the needed adornments. Flowers and greens will adorn the
Church throughout the Christmas Season; anyone attending worship
or stopping by for private prayer may enjoy the beauty of the altar.
After the Christmas Season, these flowers will be taken to the sick
and shut-ins of the parish.  Please fill out the enclosed envelope and
return it with your offering to the Church Office no later than Sunday,
December 20. All names submitted will be included in the listing on
Christmas Eve.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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ECW Christmas Tureen
Our annual Christmas Tureen will be held on Monday,
December 14th at 6:00p.m. Meat and beverages will be provided.
Please provide a special dish to share - side dish, salad or a yummy
dessert. Bring your friends and enjoy a great meal and St. John’s
Music director, Ron Gracilla will be providing Christmas Carols.

I got a chance during my sabbatical to learn much and to hear about
some amazing things that God is up to in various parts of the world. I
was able to spend significant time in prayer and reflection. The time was
inspiring, but my family and I are also very happy to be back at St. John’s
now. I look forward to the next chapter of our common ministry. (And I’d
be happy to share as many stories as people want to hear – just ask!).
Peace, Adam

Year End Giving
Please have your 2015 giving turned in by Sunday, December
27th to be applied for this year.  Anything received after this date will
reflect on your 2016 giving statement. Also, please wait until 2016 to
start paying on your 2016 pledge. If you pay on your 2016 pledge in
December, it will reflect on your 2015 giving statement. If you have
any questions, please give Tina a call in the office.

The parish office will be closed the following
days in December and January:
Thursday, December 24 • Christmas Eve • closing at 12pm
Friday, December 25 • Christmas Day
Monday, December 28 • Christmas holiday
Thursday, December 31 • New Year’s Eve • closing at 12pm
Friday, January 1 • New Year’s Day
Monday, January 18 • Martin Luther King Day

January 2016 Newsletter Deadline:

Please have articles for the January newsletter turned into the parish office
by Monday, December 14. We ask that articles be typed or printed and
delivered to the parish office in person, by regular mail, e-mail or fax:
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • Fax No. 724-347-4502
Mail: 226 W. State St., Sharon, PA 16146
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Celebrating

150
Years

Come Celebrate
150 Years!

St. John’s 150th Anniversary Kickoff

8:00am and 10:00am Services
With Special Guest, Father Douglas K. Dayton
Brunch at 9:00am in Allen Hall

REMINDER: It’s NOT too late to submit
a photo for the directory!
If you didn’t have your picture taken for the directory and would like to submit your
own photo, please give it to Jacque Beck or Madge Tamber by December 15. You
can submit an actual photo or email a photo to jbeck@scpgroup.net

724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Advent Taizé Prayer Service
DECEMBER 10TH – 7:00 PM IN ALL SAINT’S CHAPEL

From Our Youth
& Family Minister
Diana Moreland
Sunday School Reminder: Sunday School

will be having a Christmas break from December
27-January 3rd. Sunday School will start back up January 10th and will go
until May 22nd with no Sunday School on Mother’s Day May 8th.

Christmas Pageant: This year at the 5pm Christmas Eve service, our

children and youth of all ages will be able to participate in our Christmas
pageant. If you or your children are interested in participating, sign up
outside my office or let me know. Rehearsals are scheduled for after 10am
service on Sunday Dec 13th and 20th.

Divine Kettle Korn: As the holidays approach we will be selling

Kettle Korn. The cost is $5 per bag. Order form is below or outside my
office, and we need orders returned with payment by December 6th to me
or the Church Office. We will be popping on December 12th, and Kettle
Korn will available for pick-up on Sunday morning December 13th.

Many thanks to those of you who donated to the Church
Periodical Club and Miles of Pennies. This is what I recently
deposited:
$9.45 C.P.C.
$3.80 M.O.P.
$13.25
The collection containers are located in the Narthex and in the
lounge. Your loose change is gladly accepted and appreciated.
–Doddy Crawford
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What is the staff of St. John’s doing by scheduling something else to do
in December…Christmas is just around the corner and there are too many
things that need done! Yes, that is right; we remember the birth of our Savior
and we are taking some time to prepare our hearts to receive the best gift ever
given – Jesus, the Christ.
Come for one hour and be blessed by music, come and be blessed in
shared community, come and prepare yourself to receive that greatest gift,
come with a friend. I could babble endlessly about all the benefits of this
service, which are bountiful. My challenge is – if you are looking for some
purpose in Christmas, this is a great place to start. And maybe the best gift
you might give to someone else…is to bring them along with you!
Come and experience God. Deacon Randy

St. John’s Family Kitchen
is in need of:
...plastic containers with lids, such as:  frozen whipped topping;
sour cream; sherbet, chip dip, etc. If you have extras taking up
space in your cupboards, please bring them to the church or
kitchen. Please be sure that they have been washed.

A date has not been set yet for our Annual Meeting in January,
but Annual Reports are due by Friday, January 8. Please e-mail
your report to: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
House Group I to meet December 12th at Bill and June
Taylor’s at 2:00pm
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
As we begin to gather for Thanksgiving Day
and prepare to begin the Advent season, I like to
remind myself to take a deep breath and focus on
what is important now, in this very day. Everyone
has seen the rush to advertise and place TV
commercials all pointing to frenzied shopping
for Christmas. But the reality is–that day is not yet here. By allowing our
attention to be pulled into an uncertain and often fantastical future, it is
easy to lose our grounding in the here and now, which is the only real
moment we have to live in.
Of course planning is necessary, and believe me I’ve been somewhat
immersed in it! But this year I’m trying to look at the process as a mindful
practice to pave the way for meaningful experience in each moment.
By being more effectively present, we can actually create space not only
in our own minds but in our awareness of other people’s needs. As best
as possible, I’m selecting musical works with a purpose of staying in the
spiritual moment while asking, “Who else might be touched with this?”. In
other words, how can my actions enable me to better reach those on the
fringes of my awareness and how might I create an island of peace from
where I can invite other folks back to the peace of Christ?
Lofty words I suppose! However, I can’t help but be moved by the
tragedies overseas in Paris and Beirut and reflect on how to respond to
horrific hatred, terror and injustice. One path is to deepen my personal
habits of prayer, music practice, worship and presentation. We have
wonderful, rich opportunities here at St. John’s to reach out beyond
ourselves through the various community projects, Thanksgiving Day
service, Advent services, and of course Christmas Eve worship. One way
to refute fear is to return more deeply to this amazing Episcopal Family,
expand that family to other folks, and trust that God will see us all through.
Let us truly be thankful here and now for all the wonders The Lord has
bestowed upon us.
Peace in all things, Ron Gracilla
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Kettle Korn Volunteers Needed
We have been asked to make Kettle Korn at the Sharon Light Up Night
on Saturday, November 28th. In addition, the ECW has asked that we have
some Kettle Korn for sale at Winterfest, so we would like to do two rounds of
popping on the 28th of November.
The first will be from 12:00 to 3:00 at the church. The second will begin at
4:30, at our Light Up Night location on State Street, until about 7:30. We will
also be popping for the Christmas bags on Saturday, December 12th, from
9:30 to whenever we are done.
As you may know, the funds from Kettle Korn have been used to send our
kids to Camp Nazareth each year, and campers and their parents have assisted
with the popping. However, we do not have many camp-age kids this year,
and therefore need many additional hands for making the korn. Primarily
we need people who can stir (not just guys, ladies!), but we can also use folks
to make the bags, bag the korn, transport the equipment, and clean up. If we
cannot get enough people to stir, we will not be able to have Kettle Korn this
year. We CAN promise that you will have lots of fun, maybe connect with
some new members and have all the Kettle Korn you can eat!
If you can be available for an hour or two on any of the above dates, please
let Laura Peretic or Diana Moreland know, as soon as possible.

St. John’s Divine Kettle
Korn Fundraiser
$5/bag. Please have all orders in by December 7th.
Popping will be December 12th and delivery December 13th.
Name__________________________________________________
Telephone #_____________________________________________
Quantity:_____________bags@$5.00 each

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Sunday, December 6th.
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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