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All Saint’s Day Party
Come join us on Sunday, November 1st, from 5 - 7 p.m.,
for St. John’s All Saint’s Day Party. We’ll have some old fashioned
games, treats for the kids, and  artisan pizzas, with make-your-own
pizzas for the kids. There will also be a costume parade for the children
(and any adults who would like to dress-up). Come as your favorite
saint! If you can lend a hand with games or in the kitchen, please speak
to Laura Peretic.

WINTERFEST
Before you know it December 5th will be here - time for the 2nd
Annual WINTERFEST. Lots of hands are needed to create another
successful event.
Here’s how to help:
     Bake fancy cookies, at home or at the church
     Make fudge or other candy
     Help make centerpieces for lunch tables
     Provide cash for ingredients
     Join in decorating Allen Hall
     Donate old Christmas decorations
     Bring in items for Trash & Treasure booth
     Stir up some Kettle Korn
     Serve in the kitchen
     Make a pot of savory soup
     Distribute posters...spread the word
Watch your Sunday bulletin for more announcements relating to
crafts. Our November baking days are: Monday, November 9th and
Tuesday, November 10th beginning at noon and lasting throughout the
afternoon.
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CRAFT NIGHT FOR THE
NOVEMBER ECW MEETING

Bring your hot glue gun to the gathering on Monday, November
2nd at 7 pm. We will make centerpieces for the WINTERFEST lunch
tables and our annual ECW Christmas Dinner.
Light refreshments will be served. This is always a fun time to get
together. No experience necessary. See you at 7pm in the upstairs
dining room.

Thanksgiving Day Service
November 26
Holy Eucharist and
Homily at 10am

A service of Thanksgiving is a tradition
here at St. John’s Church.
Come with your family and friends to celebrate
this holy day of Thanks with worship.
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Gratefully, Dave and Gerry Bricker

Praise the Lord for Christian friends. Thank you for your phone
calls, cards, food, and prayers. Thank you, Randy and Father
Adam for visits and Communion. The Lord is guiding the healing
which is slow but sure.

What Not to Donate: Furniture, electronics, household items,
books, toys, garbage, pillows, rags, and fabric scraps.

What to Donate: Used clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses,
linens, pillowcases, blankets, curtains, and stuffed animals.

November 15th, our country celebrates America Recycles Day.
Please do your part and recycle your wanted clothing. Please place
your items in a bag and deposit them in the drop off slot on the front
of the shed. It’s that simple!

Did you know that EPA estimates that the average person throws
away 70 lbs. of clothing per year? That adds up to 3.8 billion pounds
of unnecessary waste added to our landfills. Most of that clothing
thrown away is perfectly wearable by someone, somewhere.

Just a reminder that St. John’s has partnered with St. Pauly’s
Clothing Shed. St. Pauly has provided the shed, and will do upkeep
on the shed and regular pick-ups of used clothing. If you haven’t seen
the shed, it’s in the southeast corner of our parking lot.

Used Clothing Shed
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“Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord”

Deaths: David Sunderlin • September 26, 2015
Irene ‘Penny’ Kidd • October 3, 2015

Church Records:

Good health to all, Barb Lipinski

Thank you all for doing your part in the body of St. John’s these last
few months.

Plans are underway for our first All Saints Day event followed by
Diocesan convention on November 6-7.  We will have to say “see you
soon” to Fr. Denny but “welcome back” to Fr. Adam.  No doubt he will
have some great insights to share.

St. John’s has exemplified this verse over the last few months.  We
are blessed with a staff who has worked even harder at their parts to
keep the body running smoothly.   Father Denny has been superb as
our guest celebrant.  We have had confirmation, the Bishop’s visit,
rummage sale, ECS and Family kitchen feeding hundreds.  Some might
say we did it all without a rector but I believe we could not have done
it without one.  Father Adam has spent years training the various parts
of St. John’s to function under their own leadership so when all these
parts are connected we are one healthy body.  The last few months have
shown that the training is paying off.

“Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many... Now you
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 1Cor. 12:14, 27

From the Senior Warden
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From Our Youth
& Family Minister
Diana Moreland
The school year is in full swing and the
Holiday season is right around the corner.
Sunday School is going great thanks to all the
teachers, and will continue this year up to December 20th and then
pick back up January 10th. There will be a couple of different things
going on for the children and youth, and you can stay connected
with us through the St. John’s Youth Group page on Facebook and
the website. If you are interested in helping out or being a part of any
children and youth events, please talk to Diana Moreland, Youth and
Family Minister.

November Events
Sunday, November 29th • 7-10pm
SVYN Olympic Fun Center for 6th-12th grade,
cost is $5 at the door

Bill Moon celebrates
with a big pancake
after his Baptism.
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So as the savory stews and soups appear, and the pumpkin and
apple pies release their fragrance in your kitchen, I hope you’ll not
only think on the old times at home and history of your church
family; but also, be mindful of how to pass these traditions on in
today’s very different world.  Consider spending together timetoday-with those who are still here and ask yourself, “How will I
hand down the traditions?”.  Do attend services, bring friends, and
treasure opportunities this year as “time-outs” from the craziness
brought by our consumerist world. While you’re thinking about it,
save the date of December 10th to attend our 7pm Advent Taize and
maybe make a brand new tradition! It’ll be a musical oasis to save
your sanity, feed your spirit, and cuddle your soul....

Warmest regards and Peace, Ron Gracilla

Follow us on Facebook and let
us know what you think by posting your thoughts
or comments. We post things of importance on our
Face Book pages as they come up:
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to those folks that
have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes and
servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week following.  We also
include upcoming events. Some may think that this is a mini-newsletter,
which it almost is! Many things pop up during the week that isn’t included
in the monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way for you to stay
informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages.

If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like to, please
email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add you to the weekly
list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each Wednesday evening.
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I wonder though, in these rushed and distracted times, are we
really pacing ourselves in a way to allow the Holy Spirit to work
through our actions and reach out to those around us? Are we
actively planning on bringing family to the special services here and
inviting friends who might not have a church of their own? Let me
assure you, I’ve been practically mad in planning for all the holidays
here at St. John’s and the choir has been rehearsing far ahead!

In a similar way, I see the circular traditions here at St. John’s; in
fact, you celebrate All Saints more so than I did in my youth. This
November also includes Christ The King and yes, even the first
Sunday of Advent.  That’s a big meal all in one month!  

November always brings me a certain
nostalgia with its change of seasons. This
year it starts with All Saint’s Day, a holy day
to remember and pray for all those who have
passed before us. My prayers will embrace both my parents and
grandparents and include fond memories of the gatherings that once
took place when we were all together.  Back in my day, there were
three separate holidays: Halloween (All Souls), Thanksgiving, and...
well you know the third one. But the change of seasons would bring
a special inner warmth with the cooler outdoors. There was always
planning, special cooking recipes, dessert treats, and hanging around
in the kitchen or stoking the fireplace while a slow but growing
anticipation for the last month of the year approached. Of course
Mom always prepared certain things at certain times and made them
as perfectly as possible. You can bet everyone was encouraged to
pitch in wherever they could. She insisted we learn and follow many
of the Slovak traditions! Ah, how I miss those times even as I muse
about reviving the practices today.

From Our Music
Director, Ron Gracilla
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December newsletter is Friday, November 13. Please send
articles to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Don’t forget! The deadline to submit articles for the

December 2015 Newsletter Deadline:

Wednesday, November 11: Veterans Day
Thursday, November 26: Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 27: Thanksgiving holiday

The parish office will be closed
the following days in November:

Also, bookmark the Diocese’s website at well:
http://www.dionwpa.org/#/home

Don’t forget to bookmark us to your favorites!

If you haven’t checked us out, please do so at:
http://www.stjohnssharon.org/

On this website you will find many things of importance:
upcoming events; monthly calendars; monthly newsletters; LEM/
Acolyte schedules; ECS & ECW schedules, and much, much more!

Did you know that St. John’s
has a website?
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