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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I want to thank everyone who helped make
Diocesan Convention so successful last month.  
Everything went smoothly, people felt very
welcome, and they enjoyed being with us,
especially for the Convention Eucharist. Special thanks to Barb Lipinski
for organizing many of the volunteers, to all our tellers, greeters and
registers, to Madge Tamber for organizing volunteers for the liturgy, and
to all the ushers, readers, acolytes and others who helped. Thanks also to
Ron and the choir for their music and to Lois Tamplin for organizing the
goodie bags, and to Pat Gross for her assistance. The Daffins bars were
greatly appreciated.  Also noteworthy was the quick hospitality Paula
Ference, Katherine Huff, Barb Lipinski,
and Cleo Myers who realized that the
caterers were not providing coffee
or snacks between the last session
and the Eucharist, so they threw
together a delightful reception for
200 people in our lounge. Michael
Mackalica, Michael Zuhosky and
Bob Verholek were instrumental
in cleaning and preparing the
building for guests, and Laura
Peretic was on a ladder the day
before convention to paint
one last wall in the Allen Hall
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Winterfest
Steamy Mugs of HOME

MADE SOUP

Twice-Loved CHRISTMAS

VINTAGE

Fresh Baked HOLIDAY

BREADS

Home Made COOKIES

& CANDY

Hand Crafted GIFT

ITEMS

Saturday, December 6 • 10am - 2pm
at St. John’s Episcopal Church
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Do you have the date for the
dinner on your calendar?
ECW CHRISTMAS DINNER: our annual Christmas dinner will be held
on Monday, December 15th at 6:00. Meat and beverages will be provided.
Please provide a side dish, salad or favorite dessert to share. Bring your
friends and enjoy a great meal and St. John’s Music director, Ron Gracilla,
will be providing Christmas Carols . RSVP with Dorothy O’Stafy by Friday,
December 12th by calling 724-347-7174.

A new partnership with St. Gabriel’s
We have begun to intentionally pray for St. Gabriel’s Parish in Douglassville,
PA. They are in the Diocese of Bethlehem where Bishop Sean serves as
Bishop Provisional. They approached St. John’s about the possibility of joining
together as partner parishes, and the vestry voted at their last meeting to
accept. In additional to keeping them in our prayers, if you have any ideas
about ways we can work together going forward, see Father Adam.

Please join us for services on:
Christmas Eve:
5:00 pm: Family Service & Children’s Program
10:00 pm: Carillon Recital
10:30 pm: Musical Prelude
11:00 pm: Festive Christmas Eve Eucharist
Christmas Day:
10:00 am: Holy Eucharist with Fr. Adam and clergy at
St. Jude’s Church (Redeemer Ministry Center), Hermitage.

Regional Confirmations

On Sunday, December 14 at 3:00pm at St. Jude’s Greenville, the Bishop
will be confirming and receiving new members of the Episcopal Church. If
you are newer to St. John’s and interested in being confirmed or received
by Bishop Sean, please contact Father Adam.
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entranceway. To everyone who helped, including our convention
delegates, a very big THANK YOU!
During convention, we heard revisions to the Diocesan Strategic Plan,
and more information is available from the church office for anyone who
is interested.  
Also at convention, the Bishop’s Cross award was given to Lois
Tamplin for her dedicated service to the Diocese, our parish and the
community. The Bishop’s Cross is the highest award given in our Diocese,
and only about twelve of them have been awarded. I would add my
gratitude to the Bishop’s for Lois’s work for St. John’s, for the greater
church, and for our area. Her award was well deserved. In addition to an
actual Bishops Cross that she will receive, Lois was given an “Episcopal
purple” Vera Bradley purse as part of the presentation.   
Now we turn to Advent. Included in the newsletter is an Advent
devotional booklet, which is one way to prepare our hearts for God to
show up in new ways. Amid all the bustle of December, we face various
stresses and meet any number of people. Jesus is likely to reach out to us
in unexpected ways if we look for him.
Peace, Adam

January 2015 Deadlines:
Please have articles for the January newsletter turned into the
parish office by Tuesday, December 16. We ask that articles be
typed or printed and delivered to the parish office in person, by
regular mail, e-mail or fax:
E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
Fax No. 724-347-4502
Mail: 226 W. State St., Sharon, PA 16146
Our 2015 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25 at
9:00 am in Allen Hall. Annual Reports are due by Friday, January
9. Please e-mail your report to: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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St. John’s Divine Kettle
Korn Fundraiser
$5/bag or $25 for 6 bags. Please have all orders in by December 7th.
Popping will be December 13th and delivery December 14th.
Name__________________________________________________
Telephone #_____________________________________________
Quantity:_____________bags@$5.00 each
6 for $25.00___________

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Sunday, December 7th.

Believe & Prepare Campaign
Thanks to all who have so far submitted a pledge toward the Believe &
Prepare Capital Campaign. We are still collecting pledge cards and tallying
the results. Take a peek at our presentation board in the lounge for updates.  
If you haven’t received a packet or turned in a pledge card yet, there is still
time. Please call us if you have questions or requests for more information.  
We also ask that you continue to pray for this capital campaign. We need
your support!

Donna and Angelo Stamoolis,
Believe & Prepare Co-Chairs

Follow us on Facebook and let us
know what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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News from St. John’s Library
During her recent move, Pat Gross donated a number of books to St.
John’s. Fourteen of them are being added to the library. Laughter, Silence
& Shouting, an anthology of Women’s prayers, by Kathy Keay; Have a little
faith, a true story, by Mitch Albom; 30 Days, a practical introduction to
reading the Bible, by Nicky Gumbel; The Fight, a practical handbook for
Christian Living, by John White; Every Child needs a Praying Mom by
Fern Nichols; Cross Roads by Wm Paul Young; The Gospel According to
Jesus by John MacArthur Jr.; Prayers from the Heart by various authors;
The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom; The Path Set for Me by Donald
Jones, the story of his journey from growing up in Farrell, PA becoming a
colonel in the Army and successful in business; The Great Divorce by C. S.
Lewis and a trilogy by C. S. Lewis; That Hideous Strength, Perelandra, and
Out of the Silent Planet.
St. John’s Library would like to thank Pat for her donations and would
invite all parishioners to check to the books in our collection.

Barb Bogolin, Librarian

Winter VBS: Shipwrecked

Sailors aged 2-12 are invited to join us for our Winter Vacation Bible School
on December 29-30 from 9:00am-3:30pm at St. Jude’s, Hermitage. For
more information, see Diana and pick up a registration form.

The parish office will be closed the following
days in December and January:
Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve - closing at 12 pm
Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day
Friday, December 26 - Christmas holiday
Wednesday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve - closing at 12 pm
Thursday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
Monday, January 19 - Martin Luther King Day
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Flowers and Greens
From Our Youth
& Family Minister
Diana Moreland
Divine Kettle Korn
As the holidays approach our Sunday School
students will be selling Kettle Korn to raise money for Diocesan Summer
Camp Scholarships. The cost is $5 per bag or $25 for six bags. Order forms
are outside my office, or see page 3. All orders need to be returned with
payment by December 7th to me or the Church Office. We will be popping
on December 13th, and Kettle Korn will available for pick-up on Sunday
morning December 14th.
Parents of kids 2nd grade and above: Please note that all those planning
on going to summer camp are expected to help with Kettle Korn popping on
Saturday, December 13th. Please let me know when you are available that day.
Christmas Pageant: This year at the 5pm Christmas Eve service, our
children and youth of all ages will be able to participate in our Christmas
pageant. If you or your children are interested in participating, sign up
outside my office or let me know. Rehearsals are scheduled for after 10am
service on Sunday Dec 14th and 21st.

Upcoming Events:

December 7:
Kettle Korn orders due
December 13:
9am-5pm • Kettle Korn Popping
December 14:
Kettle Korn available for pick up; Christmas pageant practice
December 21:
Christmas pageant practice
December 24:
5pm • Christmas pageant
December 28:
No Sunday school
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The season is upon us and we ask St. John’s parishioners to assist in
preparing our church for the Christmas Holy days by contributing toward
the needed adornments. Flowers and greens will adorn the Church
throughout the Christmas Season; anyone attending worship or stopping
by for private prayer may enjoy the beauty of the altar. After the Christmas
Season, these flowers will be taken to the sick and shut-ins of the parish.
Please fill out the enclosed envelope and return it with your offering to the
Church Office no later than Sunday, December 21. All names submitted
will be included in the listing on Christmas Eve.

Year End Giving
Please have your 2014 giving turned in by Sunday, December 28th to
be applied for this year. Anything received after this date will reflect on
your 2015 giving statement. Also, please wait until 2015 to starting paying
on your 2015 pledge. If you pay on your 2015 pledge in December, it will
reflect on your 2014 giving statement. If you have any questions, please give
Tina a call in the office.

Canas Corner schedule for
December 2014:
December 5: Tammie O’Marrie–singing country and oldies
December 19: Cana’s Musical Christmas–old-time carol and favorite
holiday songs with our Cana’s chorus group.

Many thanks to Ron Gracilla and Ben Moyer for fixing the
office computer. It is once again working at full speed!
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