226 West State Street
Sharon, PA 16146

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Sharon, PA
PERMIT No. 102

“Those whom God has
joined together let no
one put asunder”

Gerry Hrdlicka
and Amber Gladysz
September 14, 2013

Adam Leishman
and Crystal Johnson
August 31, 2013

Katie Rowlands
and Mike Olive
July 27, 2013

Janine Banas
and Keith Yager
July 21, 2013

Curtis Myers
and Cleo Baker
July 13, 2013

Marriages:

“Rest eternal grant
unto her, O Lord”

Cynthia Solyan
October 1, 2013

Deaths:
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
At various times over the past few
years people have been interested in the
idea of a parish mission trip. While the
confirmation classes have traditionally
done some type of pilgrimage, we have
not done an intergenerational, parish-wide mission trip in a
number of years.
On All Saints Day (November 3), we will have a guest with us,
the Reverend Bob Offerdahl. Pastor Offerdahl is a Presbyterian
minister who recently retired after serving churches in the
Youngstown area. For many years, he has done ministry with the
Dakota Indians, including leading mission trips of various types.
Since his retirement, he has transferred to officially be part of the
Dakota Presbytery (the equivalent of an Episcopal Diocese). He
will be speaking to us about what God is doing with the Native
American saints he works with. In addition to preaching that
day, he will also offer a short film between services about the
history of Christianity with the Dakota peoples. I have been part
of a pastors’ prayer group with Bob for a number of years, and
find him a wise and deeply prayerful man with a good sense of
humor. He may be a very good partner to work with for our next
parish mission trip.
By the time you read this I will also have presented an
academic paper at a conference for the first time since seminary.
Throughout my ministry I have maintained a membership in
the Society for Biblical Literature, and I have an interest in issues
of translation, textual history and interpretation. About a year
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

Natural Church Development

About thirty members of the parish participated in a Natural
Church Development survey this summer. Overall, the results
showed that St. John’s is doing very well in many areas of our
common life. The purpose of the survey, however, is to identify the
areas that need more focus at this time to help us continue to develop
and grow.

One of those areas identified at this time for St. John’s is passionate
spirituality. Passionate spirituality does not necessarily mean any
particular kind of religious devotions, but it refers to factors such as
experiencing God, passion for our church, passion for our personal
devotions and spiritual interconnectedness among our members. This
area does not look at worship particularly, but on how we think about
and relate to God in the rest of our lives.

Father Adam is currently looking for a handful of people to look
at ways we can improve our spiritual devotions as a parish in the
coming year. If you are interested, please let him know.
(atrambley@gmail.com or call the church office).

Newsletter Deadline:

Don’t forget! The deadline to submit articles for the
December newsletter is Friday, November 15. Please send
articles to the church at: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

Follow us on Facebook and let us
know what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

Thanks, Madge Tamber

A BIG THANKS goes out to all who helped with the renovation of
the upstairs dining room and kitchen. Many hands made the work a
lot of fun with much laughter. Special thanks goes to Bob Verholek,
Curt & Cleo Myers, Katherine Huff, & my husband, Ron, for the
many hours of planning, working, and materials donated.

Have you seen
the transformation
of the upstairs
dining room and
kitchen? Didn’t
know there was
an upstairs dining
room & kitchen?
Come find out
what’s upstairs
It doesn’t look like this anymore!
Sunday, November
17th. Follow the
procession (or take the elevator to floor #4) upstairs for Coffee Hour
and Blessing after the 10:00 a.m. service. Once you see it, you’ll want
to plan your next shower, birthday party, family & friend get together
in this cozy, welcoming room.

Have You Seen It?
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Doddy Crawford

Miles & Pennies & Church Periodical Club wishes to
thank Linda Steingrabe for $3.00 and to our other faithful
friends for an additional $44.80. You do make a difference!

A service of Thanksgiving is a tradition here at
St. John’s Church. Come with your family and friends to
celebrate this holy day of Thanks with worship.

Holy Eucharist and Homily at 10am

Thursday, November 28, 2013

Thanksgiving Day Service

Peace, Adam

If you are interested in my research, I’d be happy to talk to you
about it.

ago, I had an idea about a passage in Isaiah that I thought was being
mistranslated in some Bible versions. I submitted a proposal and
got the paper accepted. Then I spent two days in the seminary
library and held four focus groups in the area, including one during
a vestry meeting, to get the data for the paper. On October 20th,
I’m spending the day in Rochester to present my work and have
an opportunity to hear other academic papers. While presenting a
paper is a particularly intense example, taking the time for serious
study and scholarship, including often working on my own scripture
translations, is the spade work that grounds and informs much of
my preaching (and ensures that I have something worth saying).

2
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Thoughts From the
Organ Bench...
It seems it was just yesterday that evenings
were filled with the lush choir of crickets,
pond frogs and evening bird songs. All too
soon the long days of summer have yielded
to Autumn reds and golds, restless leaves,
flocking wings and scurrying chipmunks.
Yes, this time of year brings the changing gifts of harvest time as
November arrives to remind us that the Holidays are soon to be here.
Music Ministry at St. John’s is readying to welcome the new season
and are excited to begin preparing for Thanksgiving and beyond
(...and even looking to Advent -- gasp!) If you have been considering
joining the choir, there has never been a better time.
We are especially excited to take part in Downtown Sharon’s
“Holiday Extravaganza” on Saturday, November 30th, by presenting a
sing along. In fact, over 10 churches have been invited to participate.
Do you enjoy the sounds and songs of the Season? Then We
Welcome You and any one you know who would like to join as St.
John’s Family and sing with us in a stress free, enjoyable event from
4:30-5pm. (You do not have to be a choir member to join in the fun.)
In addition, our own Thomas Jackson and Chip Beck will offer up a
Carillon Concert to open the evening festivities for all of Downtown
Sharon. Can you think of a better way to awaken other people to our
special connection to music?

Ron Gracilla

There will be flaming braziers (from water fire) to warm your
stroll along East State Street, a lighting of the Christmas Tree, and
more events. Please watch the bulletins for more information. And
remember, it seems it was just yesterday...
Peace to you,
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From Our Youth
& Family Minister
Diana Moreland

Hot Apple Cider, colorful leaves, and
pumpkin pie announces fall is here and
many activities available at St. John’s to
either participate or to help out. Sunday
School for all ages is available, if you
haven’t done so, please join one of our age specific classes.
The Youth Group events are listed below with lots of fun and
meaningful events. And meaningful can be fun as well, as we
will be popping and handing out Kettle Corn at the Holiday
Extravaganza in Sharon on November 30, sharing with our
community a piece of the blessing we get when we gather. We
will also be selling Kettle Corn again this year as a fund raiser,
watch for the order forms. We are also planning for the Christmas
Pageant which will be presented on Christmas eve at the early
service. I hope your fall season will be blessed and encourage you
to be part of our community and the fun we have together.

Youth Group Schedule:

November:
November 9th: 3-5pm • Rollerblading at the Olympic Fun Center
for both Youth Groups. The cost is $5 and scholarships are available.
November 24th: 4-6pm • In-house Meeting St. John’s
December:
December 1st: 12pm • Shenango Valley Cinema watching Catching
Fire. The cost is $5 and scholarships are available. Junior Youth
Group will be seeing something else at the same time
Other Events:
November 30th: Holiday Extravaganza both
Kettle Corn poppers and distributors needed
No November 20’s 30’s group because of Thanksgiving
December 24th: 5pm • Christmas Pageant
January 3rd: 20’s 30’s New Year’s Party
Time and location to be announced
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Friday, November 29 - Thanksgiving holiday

Thursday, November 28 - Thanksgiving Day

Monday, November 11 - Veterans Day

The parish office will be closed
the following days in November:

Call Deacon Randy at 724-866-7859 and ask about “LTG’s”

Please contact Deacon Randy to better explain the program.
There is no cost or expertise required, just a willingness to do
some reading each week. If reading is an issue, MP3 players can
be provided.

For the past two months, two small groups have been
meeting and doing what we call “Life Transformation Work”. It
is amazing how we are all being lifted into a new understanding
about God and how we see, then interact, in His creation. The
time we spend together is fun, uplifting, joyful and something
we look forward to each week. We are looking for a few new
folks to join the groups at this time.

It’s hard to believe, but December 7th is the 3 C’s of
CHRISTMAS bazaar. Cookie baking will begin in late October,
and we are urgently in need of ingredients to help offset the cost
of making our famous delicious baked goods.

As Christians, it seems common at times to feel like we
haven’t tapped into our internal motivation or even gained that
personal relationship with God we inwardly strive towards. It’s
like there is something good inside us that needs released, needs
to grow, but we are all so busy and so cautious about what we
are willing to commit time towards.

Will you bake your own favorite cookie recipe?
Do you have nice craft items to share?
Do you make your own candy?
Do you have nice White Elephant items that would sell?
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House Group 1 will meet on Saturday November 16th at
12:15pm at St. John’s.
We will eat lunch with the Family Kitchen. Afterwards, we will
continue our discussion of the book Abraham by Bruce Feiler.
Members should read the section on “God of Abraham”,
pages 17-54.

Plan to join in the baking sessions...I assure you, you will
have a great time and get to know your parish family even
better!

Please consider a cash donation to purchase ingredients. We
all are aware of the grocery price increases. (For example, cream
cheese is now $2.50 a package on sale!) Walnuts, pecans, butter,
chocolate, Crisco....all of it has gone sky high since our first 3
C’s. Mark your checks to go towards the 3C’s, and send it to
Tina at the church office.

•
•
•
•

Early in November a Calling Committee will contact each
family in the parish, so be thinking about what you would like
to donate this year.

Cookie Time is Coming!

Life Transformation Groups

4
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

6
11am ~ AA meets
7pm ~ Choir Rehearsal

7

Thursday

2 Diocesan Convention
11am ~1pm ~ Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall
1:15pm ~ Soaking Prayer
Service

Saturday

1
Diocesan Convention at Pogue
Center at Edinboro University
Hosted by St. Augustine,
Edinboro

9

Friday

8

16

11am ~ 1pm ~ Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall
3~5pm ~ Youth Group Roller
blading at Olympic Fun Center

15

10 am ~ Holy Eucharist
10:30am ~ 12:30pm ~ ECS
Food Pantry Distribution

14

Newsletter Deadline

Bulletin Items Due

13

10 am ~ Holy Eucharist

30
11am ~ 1pm ~ Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall

11am ~ 1pm ~ Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall

23

Parish Office Closed

29

22

11am ~ 1pm ~ Community
Lunch served in Allen Hall
12:15pm ~ House Group 1
lunch at Community Lunch
then study

28

10 am ~ Holy Eucharist
10:30am ~ 12:30pm ~ ECS
Food Pantry Distribution

21

11am ~ AA meets
NOON ~ WHM Luncheon in
Allen Hall
7pm ~ Choir Rehearsal
Bulletin Items Due
20
11am ~ AA meets
7pm ~ Choir Rehearsal

27

10am ~ Holy Eucharist

Bulletin Items Due

26

11am ~ AA meets
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Parish Office Closed



Bulletin Items Due

19

12

5

November 2013
4

11

7pm ~ ECW Steering
Committee Meets

10
Veterans Day ~
Parish Office Closed

3 ALL SAINTS DAY
8am ~ Holy Eucharist
9am ~ Sunday School
10am ~ Sung Eucharist
11:30am ~ Sharpsville
Presbyterian Church packing
bags at ECS

8am ~ Holy Eucharist
9am ~ Sunday School
10am ~ Sung Eucharist

18

7pm ~ Vestry

17
7pm ~ Healing & Prayer
Ministry

25

8am ~ Holy Eucharist
9am ~ Sunday School
10am ~ Sung Eucharist
Blessing & Coffee Hour in
the upstairs dining room
following the 10am service
24
8am ~ Holy Eucharist
9am ~ Sunday School
10am ~ Sung Eucharist
4pm ~ Youth Group InHouse meeting
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