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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Happy New Year! 2013 brings a
number of changes and opportunities
here at St. John’s.
First, we will be saying goodbye
to Missy Greene, who has served us as our Youth and Family
Minister for the past year-and-a-half. In that time, she
restarted the nursery and children’s chapel, helped reorganize
Sunday school and the youth group, and provided numerous
photos of events while overseeing our website, facebook page
and weekly e-newsletter, in addition to other good work.
Missy’s last Sunday with us will be January 6. In the middle of
the month, we hope to have a small send-off with our young
people and others who have worked with her. We wish Missy
well in her future endeavors.
We are currently in the process of interviewing the next
person to oversee our children and youth programming.
Hopefully by the middle of January, we will have the next steps
in place.
This January we also say a temporary goodbye to Pastor
Martin and Sally Roth, who have been a regular part of our
worship since his retirement from Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Greenville. Pastor Martin has a note to the parish
in this newsletter, and we hope he can return when his new
interim assignment is complete. Bill and Lois Quinn are in the
process of moving to Punxsutawney, and they will be missed,
as well.
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

ECW News

There will be no general ECW meeting in January.

We are looking for ladies to serve as Steering Committee
members. Are you interested? Please contact Connie Raymer or
Dorothy O’Stafy.

Mercer County Habitat for Humanity would like
to thank you for your generous donations of aluminum cans
for recycling. We are encouraged by our long-time support. We
continue to work on the house on Elm Ave. in Sharon and will
soon begin work on a house on South Myers Ave. in Sharon.
Your contributions support our work and insure the success of
Habitat. Thank you again for continuing to collect cans for us.

February 2013 Deadlines:

The deadline to submit articles for the February 2013 newsletter
is January 17. Please send articles to the church at:
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Follow us on Facebook and let us
know what you think by posting your thoughts or comments.

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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On New Year’s Day at noon, Christian Associates and First
Presbyterian will again offer a community New Year’s dinner at the
church. The Presbyterians man the kitchen – pork, sauerkraut, turkey
breast and all the trimmings – and Christian Associates takes charge
of the dining room. The dinner is open to anyone who would like to
have a good dinner with pleasant company, and if you’d like to come,
just call First Pres at 724-981-2211 to make a reservation. There’s
no charge, but any contributions received will allow us to continue
this event which we began more than 15 years ago. (St. John’s is a
member of Christian Associates, and Fr. Adam is Vice President.)

New Year’s Dinner

The Rev. Martin and Sally Roth

Your brother and sister in Christ,

We look forward to the time we can see you again.

We ask for your prayers and from the bottom of our hearts
thank each and every one of you who welcomed us so warmly,
especially Father Adam Trambly, for his kind and generous
invitations to enter the liturgical worship life of the parish.

My agreement with the congregation is that I will serve
for  6 1/2 months, starting on January 14.  Sally and I will
spend Wednesday-Sunday, at least, in Pittsburgh and two days
working out of my home study/office in Greenville. While in
Pittsburgh we will live in an apartment in the city two blocks
from the church.

(retired pastors or those serving in agency/institutional
ministry) who will be helping out. The current pastor–a longtime friend–has served the congregation for 23-24 years and
will be retiring in January.
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The Annual Unity Service will be held Sunday, January
27th at 3:30 p.m. at St. John’s. The preacher will be The
Rev. jack Sullivan, Regional Pastor of the Church (Disciples
of Christ). There will be an ecumenical choir, directed by
Jane Bartholomew from Unity Presbyterian. A reception
will follow in Allen Hall.

Annual Meeting:
Sunday, January 27, at 9am in Allen Hall.

Monday, January 21st the parish office will be closed in
observance of Martin Luther King Day.

Peace, Adam

Blessings for a Holy and Happy 2013.

Finally, our 2013 Annual Meeting will take place between
services on Sunday, January 27.  If you are interested in
running for vestry, please talk with one of our current vestry
members or myself.

The past year has also introduced us to many new people
who have begun to worship at St. John’s. In January, we will
be offering a series of three classes as an introduction to our
church and becoming a formal member. These classes will
be Monday evenings on January 21, 28 and February 4 from
7:00-8:30pm. All are welcome, but those who have come to St.
John’s more recently are encouraged to join us.  Let me know if
you have questions.
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From our Youth
& Family Minister...
Missy Greene
Youth Group Schedule
January 20th, 6:00-11:00pm
Youth Explosion at Convenant Presbyterian
and the Buhl Club. Grades 7-12 $5 A night of fun!
Swimming, basketball, dodgeball, and worship
with other youth from around the Valley.
January 27th, 5:00-7:00pm
Grades 5-12, In-House at Redeemer. Dinner, fellowship,
and planning for the second half of the year!

On behalf of the Sharon Music Club, I say a sincere “Thank you”
to Frank Dodd for presenting our first Young Artist Recital at First
Presbyterian, to Lily Trambley for turning pages for him, to those
of you who attended, and to choir members and other St. John’s
friends who provided cookies for the reception following the recital.
All contributions received will benefit our scholarship fund which
each year provides financial aid for a graduating senior pursuing
a degree in music as a major or minor. St. John’s own, Jeffrey
Jackson is a former winner. – Lois Tamplin
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A Letter From Rev. Martin
and Sally Roth

Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ at St. John Episcopal,

Grace and peace to you
from God our Father and our
Lord Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Following my retirement
in 2009 you gave Sally and
me a warm and gracious
welcome. You gave us
refuge during our transition
between serving a congregation for 23 years and then being
retired. You “scooped us up” and embraced us as part of the
family.

We very much loved the reverent and hospitable balance in
your liturgical worship.  The music was always well prepared
and carefully selected to amplify the readings of the day.
We appreciated the desire to reach out to the surrounding
community with prayer and acts of mercy. The people of St.
John’s are faithful and show great promise for a lively growing
ministry in Sharon.

We have not been able to worship regularly at St. John’s
since I was asked to serve as the Interim Senior Pastor of First
Lutheran Church, downtown Pittsburgh (the church that is on
Grant Street nestled between the tall buildings across from the
U.S. Steel [UPMC] Tower.)  The congregation is 175 years old,
has a vital worship ministry, education emphasis, outreach,
ecumenical involvement and superb music with multiple
choirs (children, youth, adults). My responsibilities will include
worship planning, coordinating the work of six staff members,
an interim associate pastor and nine Pastors-in-Residence
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Dodd
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Thank you to visiting musicians: Louis D’Angelo, Dan Savalskis,
Karen Plosch, Kevin Schneider, and Nick Lakatos for sharing their
musical gifts with us at the 11 PM Christmas Eve Service.

Special thanks to the Adult and Children’s choirs of St. John’s for
all their diligence in preparing for the Christmas Eve services this
year.  We trust that you were blessed through their hard work and
ministry.

Soli Deo gloria, Frank

– Ephesians 5:18b-19

“But be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing
and making melody to the Lord in your hearts.”

The hymns within the liturgy are really just sung prayer.  As we
sing these prayers may we meditate deeply on what we are saying,
making our praise to God sincere and heartfelt.  In this process I
trust our worship will be more uplifting and that God will bless
our efforts to praise His name.

packs the Holy Scripture and it’s truth into memorable tunes.  We
are also privileged to be able to participate in the praise of our God
using this medium.  So now we come to the challenge.  As we sing
our psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs we must be sure to engage
our mind and focus our energies not on singing the notes perfectly
but on the words we sing.  Are we paying attention to the words
that we sing?  Do we believe what we are singing?  Can we say
“Amen” to the story and truth found within the text?
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We are blessed to have a rich heritage of hymnody that

The music we hear on Sunday mornings at St. John’s
exemplifies some of the greatest church music ever composed
with gorgeous and inspiring melodies.  But what the music alone
communicates is just the beginning.  Consider the majority of
music performed each week which  includes another layer of
meaning beyond simple pitch and rhythm.  I am speaking about
music with a sung text.  Have you ever wondered why we sing an
actual text to the music of a hymn rather than singing on neutral
syllables such as “ah” or “oo.”  Well, of course, a text tells a story
and, in the case of our hymns, it communicates Biblical truth.  

Music is beautiful.  Though most people only prefer certain
genres (such as classic rock, top-40, oldies, or death metal), music
in one form or another often touches the deepest parts of who we
are and how we feel.  It’s this kind of power which music harnesses,
sometimes  noticeably or other times discreetly and just below the
surface.  Think about the music we sing and hear in worship at St.
John’s.  Maybe you love it or maybe you have other preferences, but
I trust that you find some depth or beauty in at least one piece each
week.

Sometimes I wonder if New Year’s resolutions are better left
unmade.  It seems that when I make one, I break it before the
end of the month.  So let’s not even consider what I write to be a
resolution but instead a challenge to you and to me.  

From Our
Music Director..
Music in the
Month of January
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

NEW YEAR’S DAY

parish office closed



2

Wednesday

7pm - Choir Rehearsal


Bulletin Items Due





9



8



7

3

Thursday

10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am - 12:30pm - ECS
food distribution
5:30pm - Children’s Choir
Rehearsal

10



10:00 am - Holy Eucharist
5:30pm - Children’s Choir
Rehearsal



7pm - Choir Rehearsal



4








11

Friday

Annual Meeting
Reports are due



Saturday

5
11am-1pm - Free
Community Lunch in Allen
Hall
House Group 1 meets

12



11am-1pm - Free Community
Lunch in Allen Hall
2pm - Confirmation Class
Soup Making







19



18


11am-1pm - Free Community
Lunch in Upstairs dining room



26
















11am-1pm - Free Community
Lunch in Allen Hall
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15





10am - Holy Eucharist
5:30pm - Children’s Choir
Rehearsal






31
10am - Holy Eucharist
5:30pm - Children’s Choir
Rehearsal
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7pm - Choir Rehearsal

Bulletin Items Due





14

Bulletin Items Due



7pm - Vestry Meeting






22

23

21

7pm - Choir Rehearsal



7 pm - Choir Rehearsal
Bulletin Items Due



30



Bulletin Items Due





No Healing Team tonight

29






Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
observed - parish office
closed
7pm - Introduction
Class



28


7pm - Introduction
Class
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17 10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am-12:30pm - ECS food
Pantry distribution
5:30pm - Children’s Choir
Rehearsal
February Newsletter
Deadline

6:30pm – Eucharistic
Visitors
7:30pm – Healing Team



January 2013
6 The Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Sunday School
10am - Sung Eucharist







13 1st Sunday after the Epiphany,
Baptism of Our Lord

UTO Sunday

8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Sunday School
10am - Sung Eucharist



20 2nd Sunday after the
Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Sunday School
10am - Holy Eucharist
- Youth Explosion

6-11pm


27 3rd Sunday after the
Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Annual Meeting
10am - Sung Eucharist
3:30pm - Annual Unity Service
5pm - Youth Group (grades 5-7) @
St. Jude’s
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