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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This summer has been anything
but slow and lazy. Just a quick glance
through this newsletter should tell
you that St. John’s has been busy. Our
Saturday lunch program has now topped 100 guests. We had
an exciting joint Vacation Bible School with St. Jude’s. We have
hired a new parish musician, Frank Dodd, who seems like a great
fit for our music program and its next steps. We had a successful
first Carillon Recital series, with special thanks to Paula for her
organization, SCP Group for their printing, and Connie Raymer,
Linda Steingrabe, and Robyn Sherman for refreshments. Twice
we joined with First United Methodist Church for worship. Nick
and Cindy Solyan kept our flowers blooming, and Barb Sochor
weeded out our St. Francis Garden. We have had to say goodbye
to Paula Kubik (and Bill Cooper), after 35 dedicated years of
service to God and the people of God at St. John’s.
In the past few weeks we have had a front page article in the
Herald, and I have written to the parish about where we are as
a church regarding same-sex blessings. (If anyone wants to see
that letter, the letters from the Bishop, or my blog posts about
General Convention, they are available on our parish website.
If you do not have web access, let us know and we’ll print them
out for you.) Meanwhile, people from a wide variety of ages and
backgrounds continue to join us for worship, to help with our
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A note of thanks was received
by Robyn Sherman:
Thank you for your prayers, they meant so much. Thanks to all
who sent cards, made phone calls to offer help and words of
encouragement. Also to the wonderful prayer group and healing
ministries led by Randy Beck for your support.
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From our Youth
& Family Minister...
Missy Greene
Vacation Bible School was a
success! Between St. John’s and St.
Jude’s, we had 30 participants, 25 volunteers,
and many others who helped behind the
scenes. We gathered together each evening
for a bible lesson, music, crafts, games, and snacks! With UPS (United
Parable Service) as our theme, the clergy from our two churches
took turns delivering packages of Good News to VBS. Inside each
package was a parable that Jesus shared during his ministry. We
learned about the parable of The Good Samaritan, The Lost Sheep, The
Seeds and Soil, and The Wedding Party. On our last night, everyone
was commissioned to “deliver Good News to the world.” Thank you
so much to everyone who volunteered time, prayed for us, donated
supplies and money, and baked cookies for snack! We appreciate all
that you do to continue to uplift the ministry to our children and
youth. We look forward to another Spirit-filled and fun week next year!
Calling all youth in 7th-12th grade! It’s the 2nd Annual
Camp Out on the Holy Hill at St. Mark’s in Erie, 6:30pm August 31
until 9:30am September 1st. Dinner will be provided. Bring a swimsuit/
towel/extra clothes. A tent is not required, but if you have one please
bring it! Registration forms can be found outside the Youth & Family
Office. Contact Missy with any questions. We hope you’ll join us for
this fun event!
St. John’s Blessing of the Backpacks, August
26th: Start the school year off right and bring your backpack in
for a special blessing! This will take place at both our 8am and 10am
services.
Sunday School and other Sunday Formation
opportunities during the 9:00am hour will begin on September 16th.
9

St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania

ministries, or to be part of our parish family.
In August, some of us will be part of a Diocesan pilgrimage to
Israel, and I expect to post reflections from the trip on my blog
over the next few weeks. Music for worship will be led by special
guests during August. We will also be preparing for a parishwide Ministry Fair on September 9th.
Please keep our parish in your prayers, as we continue to
worship God, care for people, and grow as Christians.
Peace, Adam

Ministry Fair - Sunday,
September 9, 2012 • 9:00 a.m.
Join us in Allen Hall for an opportunity to explore the various
ministries that St. John’s has to offer and meet members already
involved. Ministries such as Episcopal Church Women, Healing
& Prayer, Youth & Family, Liturgical, ECS, and many more will be
represented. There will also be an opportunity for families to
register for Sunday School, find classrooms, and meet the teachers.
We’ll have sno-cones, popcorn, and games for kids of all ages.
We hope you’ll join us for fun and fellowship as we lift up the
ministries at St. John’s.

September 2012 Newsletter:
Please have articles for the August newsletter in the parish office
by Friday, September 17. If at all possible, please e-mail all articles/
events to the church or please type/print and deliver to the parish
office in person. E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Frank Dodd Hired
as St. John’s New
Musician
St. John’s has hired Corry native Frank
Dodd as our next musician, continuing our
strong tradition of excellence in worship and
music.
Frank is a graduate of Grove City College,
where he completed a Bachelor of Music in Music Education, magna
cum laude. He recently completed a Master of Music in Organ
Performance at the Yale Institute of Sacred Music.
Part of Frank’s ministry has focused on teaching and working with
children. He is a certified Pennsylvania teacher. At Christ Episcopal
Church in Guilford, CT, where he was the music director for the past
two years, he grew their children’s choir and began a summer music
camp. He has also worked at a camp for those with physical and
mental disabilities.
Frank is an experienced piano and organ instructor, and will be
accepting students for private lessons beginning this fall.
Frank’s first Sunday at St. John’s will be September 2. We look
forward to Frank’s ministry with us. Welcome!!

Community Lunch. If you would like to donate food stuff, check
with one of us for our upcoming menu and needs, and hope to see
you on the 3rd Saturday of the month to help serve. Together with
God we can accomplish amazing things.
God’s Peace,

Jacque Beck, Donna Billioni, Paula Ference,
Bob King, Ron & Madge Tamber

Thanks for the offer,
but I don’t need any prayer
For many of us, “I don’t need any prayer”, almost rolls off our lips the
moment any one asks if we could use the intercession. It could be that we
find a great deal of solace in our liturgy, channeling our requests directly to
God. Our liturgy is wonderful in that it allows us those freedoms and eloquent
prayers, and most importantly, the sacrament of the Eucharist to draw us
closer in relationship to our Savior. With that being said, there are times
when things seem insurmountable and we are unsure where to turn. That is
why we have a Healing Team available after each service on Sundays.
The team is there to simply listen and offer to God intercessions for your
concerns (blessings are welcome as well). The discussion is private and is
free of counseling or judgment. The only goal is to bring Jesus into that place
of pain and allow Him to do the work. If you have any questions, come over
and ask any Sunday morning, we’ll be happy to share our ministry with you.
The Healing Team

Music for the Rest of the Summer:
Fall Choir Rehearsal
The fall’s first two choir rehearsals will be:
• Wednesday, August 29, 7:00-8:30 and
• Wednesday, September 5, 7:00-8:30
The choir will begin singing on Sunday, September 9th.
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August 5th: Paula Kubik’s
final Sunday
August 12th: Garda Elberty
at 10:00
August 19th: Thomas Jackson at
8:00 and 10:00 (before he heads
off to college this fall)

August 26th: Max Schang, our
guitar instructor in residence, at
8:00 and 10:00
September 2nd: Frank Dodd’s
first Sunday at St. John’s
September 9th: Our Choir joins
us for the 10:00 servic
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St. John’s Family Kitchen

St. John’s Library News

St. John’s has been known as the gathering place for the Shenango
Valley. During World War II servicemen came to St. John’s for
dances as their last stop before boarding trains on their way to
foreign lands. Then our pool was the place where the valley learned
to swim. Now St. John’s Family Kitchen Community Lunches are
reaching out to the Shenango Valley.

Three books are being added to our library. Rosemary Dilley
donated All God’s Creatures by Gary Richmond, A Book of Simple
Prayers by Gloria Gaither, and Stories for the family’s Heart
complied by Alice Gray. The first is a delightful book on the lessons
the animals of the Bible can teach us. The other two are inspirational
readings to help us with daily life.

Last October a group of us, each feeling a community meal was
needed, finally got together. Our 8:00 intercessory prayer, “Help us
to recognize the promptings of the spirit”, took on personal meaning
and we planned our first lunch for December. Not knowing how to
do it or if it would be successful, we planned for 300 and served 25.
Undaunted we froze all that could be frozen and sold that which
could not and ate a lot of apple pie. Most of our food has been
donated and with money collected from sold soup we have served
lunches since.

The library thanks Rosemary for her contributions and
encourages all of you to check out our selections.

We are approaching our ninth month and have grown from one
lunch a month to every Saturday with the help of Joshua’s Haven
and Covenant Presbyterian. As stated earlier our first lunch served
25 and now we are pushing 100. God’s work is continuing here at St.
John’s as we reach out again to the community and become a beacon
to the people of the Shenango Valley.
The 10:00 intercessory prayer, “For labors to be sent into the
harvest, for open door for our ministry, for our efforts to bear fruit,
and for the financial resources we need to do your work...” seems
like it is our personal prayer. We have our laborers (although more
are always welcome the 3rd Saturday every month); St. John’s doors
are open to the community; our efforts are bearing fruit (from 25
to 85 served) but now we are in need of more financial resources to
continue God’s work.
Please pray & consider donating
to St. John’s Family Kitchen Free
Community Lunch. Monetary
donations can be earmarked for the
7
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Family Kitchen

Barb Bogolin, Librarian

Treasurer’s Report
We are now past the half way point for the year and financially,
are very close to our budget.  On the income side, pledges are
slightly down as we are approximately $2200 shy of our goal.  
Fortunately, there have been no “surprises” with the expenses and
they have remained close to budget numbers.  Please continue to
keep your pledges current as we look to forward to the second half
of the year and so much more to do at St John’s.  
  In Christ,

Keith Rowlands, Treasurer

Don’t forget the Church Periodical Club collection
cans in the Narthex and lounge. Your loose change
will greatly be accepted!
– Doddy Crawford
724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

AUGUST 2012
1

5

6

8am - Holy Eucharist
10am - Sung Eucharist
Reception for Paula Kubik
to follow in Allen Hall

6pm - ECW Steering Mtg.
at Connie Raymer’s home

12

13

108th Sunday After
Pentecost

11th Sunday After
Pentecost

Pentecost

8

14

15

7:00 pm - Healing &
Prayer Ministry

8am - Holy Eucharist
10am - Sung Eucharist

19 12th Sunday After

7

20

21

22

Pentecost

8am - Holy Eucharist &
Backpack blessing
10am - Sung Eucharist &
Backpack blessing

5

3

Allen Hall Floors being
waxed

Allen Hall Floors being
waxed

9
10am - Holy Eucharist

10

16
10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am - 12:30am ECS distribution

17

23

24

12NOON - Carillon
Concert by Koen Cosaert

27

28
7:00 pm - Healing &
Prayer Ministry
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29

30

7:00 - 8:30 pm –
Choir Rehearsal

4
11am-1pm - Free
Community Lunch in Allen
Hall

11
11am-1pm - Free
Community Lunch in Allen
Hall

September
Newsletter
Deadline

10am - Holy Eucharist

8am - Holy Eucharist
10am - Sung Eucharist

26 13th Sunday after

2
10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am - 12:30am - ECS
food pantry distribution

18
11am-1pm - Free
Community Lunch in Allen
Hall

25
11am-1pm - Free
Community Lunch in Allen
Hall

31
6:30pm - Camp Out on
the Holy Hill (St. Mark’s
in Erie) - for grades 712..ends at 9:30am on
Sept. 1
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