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Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Somehow the end of Christmas is always
diﬃcult. Putting up decorations is much
more fun than taking them down, and
the excitement of seeing a house newly lit
up as we drive around town elicits greater
warmth and happiness than the neighbors’
extinguishing of their Christmas lights,
even though the cold and dark of winter still lingers.
We also deal with the paradox that once again we have celebrated
the newborn babe, the Prince of Peace, come into the world amid
glad tidings of great joy, but we still see plenty of barren places in
our lives, our communities, and our world. We desperately need
Christmas to increase in our lives, even as Rudolph pulls Santa
back to the North Pole and the poinsettias are all carried out of
the church. We want God to continue his redeeming work that
we merely grasped hints of as we careened through the holiday
festivities.
The good news is that just because we have unwrapped the great
gift of God’s Son does not mean that he has to be put away until
next Christmas. Jesus wants to continue bringing us love, joy, peace
and salvation even more than we want to receive it. I suggest three
specific ways to allow Christmas to continue in our lives throughout
the year.
1. Make Peace with Peace. Once the whirlwind of yuletide
activities is complete, we all have some extra moments in the dark
stillness of winter. Looking out the window around sunrise with a
cup of coffee or lighting a candle beside a comfortable chair in the
evening can provide an opportunity to be present to God. Settling
into the quiet and offering ourselves and our daily activities to
God is an ancient practice of prayer and good for one’s mental
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Vestry Elections

We are still seeking individuals interested in running for a threeyear vestry term. Vestry currently meets on the second Monday
of the month from 7:00-9:00 pm. If you feel you may be called
to participate in the leadership of our parish in this way, please talk
with Father Adam at 724-347-4501.

February 2012 Deadlines:

We ask that you please have articles for the February newsletter
turned into the parish office by Tuesday, January 17. Articles
should be typed or printed and delivered to the parish office in
person, by regular mail, e-mail or fax:

E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • Fax No. 724-347-4502
Mail: 226 W. State St., Sharon, PA 16146

Annual Meeting

ECS Christmas Giveaway

ECW Dinner

Making Cookies at St. John’s kitchen

Our 2012 Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 22,
at 9:05 am between services in Allen Hall.

Kettle Korn making at the Ferrence’s
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You will find: Acolyte schedule; Lector/L.E.M. schedule;
ECW schedule; ECS dates of distribution along with Youth
& Family Ministry schedules, and much, much more.
Check us out today at: www.stjohnssharon.org

Have you checked out St. John’s website?

For more information, contact Lois Tamplin
(724-347-3298 or cashvalley09@yahoo.com).

Message offered by the Rev. Jeff Moore, pastor of
Central Christian Church in Hermitage, PA, and the
current president of Christian Associates.

All Are Invited to Join Us for a Service of Worship
With Prayers for the Unity of the Church of God
and the Needs of the World Around Us

West Middlesex Presbyterian Church
3082 Main Street, West Middlesex

Sunday, January 22 at 3:30 PM

Sponsored by Christian Associates

Christian Unity
Service 2012:
Praying for the Church
and the World
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Peace, Adam

3. Make Time for Family and Friends. Part of the joy (and the
challenge) of Christmas is setting aside time to visit people who
are important to us, but who we may not see very often. While
the demands of daily life may be important and even necessary,
we know the value of finding time to be together. Certainly such
meetings require planning and effort, whether a simple coffee with
a friend or scheduling a trip to see out-of-town cousins. Often that
effort requires us to make trade-offs, to give up a convenient and
useful part of our own routine, or to take initiative that may just
seem like too much effort sometimes. But by incorporating family
and friends into our lives and the lives of our families on a regular
basis we not only provide a blessing for ourselves, but share God’s
love with others, as well.

2. Make Giving A Habit. Every child knows that Christmas is
a time of giving and receiving gifts. The Santa spirit is important
for retailers, but it is also important for countless charities and
those they serve. Many people throughout our neighborhood and
throughout the world are touched by the generosity of men and
women of goodwill who put those in need on their gift-giving list.
Once January comes, however, more than two billion people in our
world still live on less than $2 a day and millions in our own nation
need help with food, utilities or health care. We can keep Christmas
alive in our lives and in the lives of many of the least of the baby
Jesus’ brothers and sisters by regularly contributing to organizations
doing good charitable work. Organizations like Food for the Poor
and Episcopal Relief and Development help needy families in some
of the world’s poorest areas. Closer to home, Episcopal Community
Services regularly provide basic necessities to those in our own
backyards.

health. Letting God be with us as our emotions are stirred up and
our anxieties dance across our minds is the best way to allow the
newborn baby Jesus to come into our actual hearts, instead of just
the heart we sometimes pretend we have.
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From our Youth
& Family Minister...
Missy Greene
A big THANK YOU to Chuck and
Paula Ference for letting us use their garage
to pop the corn. We would have frozen in snow if it weren’t for
them! Thank you to Dorothy O, Suzanne Lee, Virginia Hull, Beth
Krivak & Jane Trambley for taking the time to sew all the decorative
Christmas bags!

Laura and Kevin Peretic

Chuck and Trevor Ference
Maggie Brown and Alyssa

Adam and Lily Trambley

Barb and Angie Sochor

Thank you to everyone who helped pop and bag the corn!

Juan, Lisa, and Taylor Zamora
Morgan Schell

Vestry Updates

During our December 2011, vestry meeting,
we considered the following items:

• Scheduled the 2012 Annual Meeting for Sunday, January 22, 2012
at 9:05am between services.

• Discussed the need for three new vestry members for 2012

• Received an update on the results to date of stewardship for 2012.  
While we have many generous increases in stewardship, we are
still waiting to hear from about 40 families that pledged last year
and have not yet done so for 2012.

• Discussed need for a baby changing table in restroom in
Allen Hall.

• Looked at two bids to replace roof heat tape to prevent ice forming
and allowing water to seep into the walls as it did last winter. We
expect one revised bid and then to move ahead with the project.

• Discussed the cost and possibility of advertising St. John’s with
a short video to appear before every movie shown in the two
Shenango Valley cinemas for a year.

• Voted to get the church safety deposit box re-keyed and to update
the signers who can access it.

Mike, Kathy, and Robbie Rice
Brandon Bittler

• Adam discussed his draft goals for 2012, which include:
22nd: In-House Meeting
28th: Avalanche Express
29th: No Meeting
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• Our next meeting to finalize the budget, among other items,
will be January 9, 2012 from 7-9pm

6. A functioning Building and Grounds Committee that would
look at a number of short-term and longer-term projects that
need to be done.

5. A focus for 2012-2013 on Welcoming/Hospitality/Evangelism

4. Staff team development

3. Vestry development

2. Putting together a committee to work on planned giving in
the parish

1. Working with groups throughout the church on a short
exercise using our guiding principles

January Youth Group Schedule:
8th: Roller Skating or
Ice Skating
15th: Shenango Valley Youth
Explosion 6:00pm – 11:00pm

Shenango Valley Youth Network’s Youth Explosion will take
place on Sunday, January 15th from 6:00pm – 11:00pm for
youth in grades 7th-12th. Drop off and pick up is at Covenant
Presbyterian. Most of the evening will take place at the Buhl Club.
There will be swimming, basketball, dodge ball, food, and worship.
$5.00 per person. Please see Missy for permission slips and any
questions. It should be a really great night of fun and fellowship with
youth from around the valley!
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania
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hope you can join us for our Epiphany Open House on Saturday,
January 7th, 2012, from 3:00pm-5:00pm at 343 Forker Blvd.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Epiphany Open House at the
Trambley’s: Father Adam, Jane, Lily, Julia and Sai

Please join us starting Sunday, January 8, 2012 (!) at 9:15 am
in the upstairs dining room. Bring your coffee. Book should be
available in the church oﬃce by January 1. Feel free to pick one up
ahead of time.

The text addresses nine “myths” about parenting. The expected
pace of the group would be to discuss one myth per week, making
for a 9 week commitment. We’d be done with that book before Lent.
That’s doable, right? The group can decide if we want to forge ahead
with other topics from there.

Starting January 8, 2011, a new class will begin during the
Sunday School hour. This group will focus on parenting, and it will
use a book study format. The text chosen is called Parenting Is Your
Highest Calling: And Eight Other Myths That Trap Us in Worry and
Guilt by Leslie Leyland Fields. Please join me (Jane Trambley) and
others parenting children or youth at home, from babies to teens
and in be“tween”. The intent is that this group will allow for open,
honest sharing of questions and concerns about raising our children
in a confidential context.

I don’t know about you, but it often feels to me that applying
Christian principles is toughest with those I love the most. And
I’m pretty sure it is really important to make the effort. I’m always
looking for advice and guidance: did your children come with
instructions? Ours definitely didn’t!

Perfect Parents
Need Not Attend
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www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth

and let us know what you think by posting your
thoughts or comments.

Follow us on Facebook

St. Judes’s mission is celebrating their ﬁrst year of ministry
together with a celebration at the Dome at Thiel College in
Greenville (75 College Ave., Greenville) on Saturday, January 21,
2012. The celebration, which is being held on a football ﬁeld, begins
at 1:30 with a tailgate party inside the dome (so dress informally for
temperatures in the 60’s) including games and activities for all ages,
as well as food and music. At 3:00pm, we will celebrate Eucharist
with prayers for each ministry at St. Jude’s. All from throughout the
diocese are invited. If you would like to attend, please RSVP either to
St. John’s or directly to St. Jude’s ofﬁce (724-654-8761).

St. Jude’s Celebration

The Bible Challenge: Read the entire bible in less than a year.
This includes a daily reading schedule from the Old Testament, New
Testament, and the book of Psalms. Reading begins on January 1st,
but please join in as you are able. Those who are interested will meet
on Thursdays at 6:30pm to discuss what we’ve read and support one
another as we journey through the readings. Please e-mail or call
Missy for a reading schedule, or if you have any questions.

Family Move Night will take place on Saturday, January 14th at
6:30pm. Popcorn and drinks provided. We will watch Dolphin Tale,
which centers on the friendship between a boy and a dolphin that
has lost its tail in an accident.
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Sunday

30

23

Monday

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
observed - parish office closed

16

7pm - Vestry Meeting

9

Parish office closed

2

Tuesday

5

Thursday

4

10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am - 12:30pm - ECS
Food Pantry distribution

Wednesday

7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal

12

Bulletin Items Due

11

10am - Holy Eucharist
6:30pm - Bible Challenge mtg.

19

7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal
Bulletin Items Due

BB

7pm - Healing & Prayer
Ministry

18

10am - Holy Eucharist
10:30am - 12:30pm - ECS Food
Pantry distribution
6:30pm - Bible Challenge mtg.

17

Bulletin Items Due

26

7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal

25

Friday

6 THE EPIPHANY

7pm - Epiphany Service at
St. Jude’s (Redeemer Ministry
Center)

13

20

27

Saturday

7
3-5pm – Epiphany Open
House at the Trambley’s

14

6:30pm - Family Movie Night

21

Allen Hall reserved

28

Allen Hall reserved

Youth Group Avalanche
Xpress
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7:30 pm - Bible Study6:30
10am - Holy Eucharist
pm7:30 pm - Biob8 pm - AA
6:30pm - Bible Challenge mtg.
meets888

24

Bulletin Items Due

7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal

31

7pm - Healing & Prayer
Ministry

Feb. Newsletter Articles Due
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January 2012
1 THE HOLY NAME
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
8am - Holy Eucharist
10am - Sung Eucharist/Holy
Baptism

8 1st Sunday after the Epiphany,
Baptism of Our Lord
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Christian Education
10am - Sung Eucharist
Youth Group Activity

15 2nd Sunday after the
Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Christian Education
10am - Sung Eucharist
6-10am - Shenango Valley
Youth Explosion
22 3rd Sunday after the
Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9:05am – ANNUAL
MEETING
10am - Sung Eucharist
5-7PM - Youth Group in-house

29 4th Sunday after the
Epiphany
8am - Holy Eucharist
9am - Christian Education
10am - Sung Eucharist
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