
Bob Courtemanche & Hilary Thomas Dorer 

A message from the Wardens
July 1, 2011

Our message and request to you all is to pray.  Pray for The Church of St John on 
the Mountain and for our community. Pray for the critical decisions that are 
being made right now by the leadership of the Church, that they may be led and 
guided by God.

We are on the verge of calling a new Rector.  However, it is with great 
disappointment that we must report that first call, the unanimous choice of the 
Vestry, has declined the calling, feeling that becoming Rector of St John on the 
Mountain was not what God was calling him to do next in his career. This is a set-
back, but will not change the final outcome. We will call “The Right Rector” for 
SJOTM.

The Discernment Committee has done a wonderful job.  We are deeply grateful to: 
Janette Carlucci, Mikael Salovaara, Jody Flegal, Chip Baird, Anne Kearns, Sandy 
Putnam, and Constance Silverman.  Special kudos goes to Peter Mercer for his 
gentle thoughtful yet persistent and organized approach. We know this has not been 
an easy task, but we are sure that they have done it prayerfully and that God will 
guide them, and us, to the right decision.  

The Vestry has asked the Discernment Committee to bring back to it for 
consideration two or three more of the existing candidates. This should not take too 
long and we have set the goal of making the call by the end of July at the latest. We 
are all anxious to complete this process; please continue in patience and prayer.

Pray that we may soon find “The Right Rector” for St John on the Mountain.

Once that most important calling is made and accepted, and the negotiations 
completed, we will move as quickly as we can to hiring a new  Director of Music.

Yes, many things are changing at St John on the Mountain, and change can be 
unsettling.  But change also presents opportunities for growth and we look forward 
to that growth, and to the unfolding of new spiritual dimensions at our beloved 
Church.

Over the next two months we will celebrate both new staff and old.  From now 
until Mother Melissa leaves us, we will thank her formally and informally and, 
eventually, wish her God Speed in her new role. She has served us ably and 
graciously in the name of God.

Have a wonderful summer.  We’ll see you on the Mountain!

Bob Courtemanche and Hilary Thomas Dorer.


