ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN

June 2017

Views

from the Mountain
From the Rector

The Reverend Susan R. Ironside
Our new sound system is amazing! It has been thrilling to hear one another more clearly when we pray and
worship together on Sundays. The quality of the sound is superior, and we now have devices that allow
people with hearing challenges to more fully engage in worship. The system has the added feature that we
can record our worship services, and Christopher Jennings and I are exploring ways to share our newly
recorded content more broadly. (Stay tuned for more on that in the weeks to come!)
The system was a gift from Sandy and Joan Millspaugh. Several months ago, Sandy came to my oﬃce and
declared that they wanted to buy it for us, and, he said, it made them happy to do it. The reason? Sandy
explained, “We love this church. We love the people here. We love God. We love you.” He told me that they
wanted to give us this extraordinary gift to strengthen the ways that we can hear one another, and hear Jesus
speaking to us.
Sandy and Joan’s love for us makes me blush with wonder. And their love for God inspires me to listen more
closely to the ways in which God continually speaks to us. God sings through our choir, and speaks through
the words of ancestors, and prays through us and with us and in us, we who are Christ’s Body in the world.
This remarkable couple didn’t seek praise, because they truly gave us this gift out of sheer love. But when
you see Joan and Sandy, thank them and tell them what their gift has done for our common life. And honor
their example by telling someone else the ways in which God and God’s people ﬁll you with love and delight.
And if you have been away for a while, for heavens sake, come to church and hear our amazing new sound
system!

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE
The Summer Sunday Service Schedule
begins on Sunday, June 25th
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
with music in the church
Weather permitting, we will have a Lemonade Hour
that will take place outside in the front courtyard.
www.sjotm.org

ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN

June 2017

MISSION OUTREACH
THE BLESSING OF
ROSS FARM GARDEN
Sunday, May 21st
Father Rick Morley from St. Mark's in Basking Ridge, The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino of St Bernard's in
Bernardsville and Mother Susan Ironside met with with gardeners to bless the garden and give thanks for
God's generosity in inviting us to share in this ministry!

TEND THE GARDEN
at Ross Farm
SJOTM is rotating garden responsibilities with
our friends at St. Mark’s and St Bernard’s. Each
church will take the lead on alternating weeks.
Weeks begin on Saturday mornings and end on
the following Friday night. Responsibilities are
primarily harvesting and weeding beds. For more
info, contact Hilary Thomas Dorer at
hilarity31@gmail.com.
Volunteers are need for the following weeks
June 3
June 24
July 15
August 5
August 26
September 16
October 7
October 28

www.sjotm.org
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WORSHIP NEWS
CATHEDRAL SUNDAY
Sunday, June 11th
The Right Reverend William H. Stokes enthusiastically invites everyone in our diocesan community to celebrate
Cathedral Sunday on June 11, 2017, Trinity Sunday, by joining in worship in a very special Flower Festival
Eucharist Service beginning at 10:30 a.m. All are invited to a luncheon following the Eucharist highlighting the
many vital urban ministries of Trinity Cathedral and to tour the magniﬁcently adorned and historic Cathedral.
The cathedral will be decorated with numerous magniﬁcent ﬂoral arrangements created by ﬂoral ministries and
parishioners across the Diocese created at a ﬂoral workshop conducted the day before. Bishop Stokes will be the
Celebrant, and the Very Reverend Marshall Shelly, Dean of the Northern Convocation, will be the Preacher. In
addition, the Bishop will perform Conﬁrmation for any congregant seeking it. The lunch is free and docents will
lead informal tours afterwards. All congregations are encouraged to send representatives to worship at “their
second home church,” and all ﬂoral ministries and interested parishioners are welcome and encouraged to
th
participate in the free and professionally led workshop on Saturday, June 10 . All ﬂoral materials will be
provided, as will lunch. For further information on the workshop and conﬁrmation, contact Patrice D’Angelo at
the Cathedral Oﬃce at 609-392-3805, x 100 or e- mail: patricedangelo@trinitycathedral.comcastbiz.net.

USHERS NEEDED

June Birthday Wishes to
Vallie Beckwith, Jeanie Chapin,
Bob Courtemanche, June Enos,
Jody Flegal, Erna Haueis, Lindsay Kielley,
Adam Lippman, Lynn Mitchell, Katie Morash,
Brad Murphy, Nancy Strong,
and Rich Sullivan

This friendly group of parishioners welcome people
as they enter and exit the church.Greeting people,
distributing bulletins, conveying the sacred elements
to the altar, and inviting parishioners to partake of
Communion are central to our worship services. No
experience needed.
To sign-up or for more
information contact oﬃce@sjotm.org or call
907-766-2282.

2017 HOLY BAPTISM DATE

We baptize primarily on those dates set aside for baptism,
as listed in the Book of Common Prayer. Since the presence
of the community of faith is essential for welcoming the
newly baptized into the church, baptisms take place in the
principal service on the appointed Sunday. The next date for
Baptism is:
•Sunday, November 5th at 10 am
Questions about baptism? Please contact Mo. Susan at
rector@sjotm.org.

www.sjotm.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

THANK YOU!

TEACHER/LEADER AND
STUDENT RECOGNITION
On Sunday, June 18th following the 10:00 am service, all
children will have the opportunity to receive a
collectable pin to commemorate completing another
year of Sunday School. Also, the teachers and leaders
will be acknowledged for all that they do to make St.
John such a wonderful place for kids!

Thank You to All Who Work with the
Children and Youth of the Parish
Louise Asper, Amy Chatwin, Lisa Costello, Andrea DeMarco,
Jocelyn Gilmartin, Sally Hespe, Clyde Leef,
Brynn McKeon, Jeﬀ McKeon, Devon McKeon,
Robin McKeon, Christina Rutz, Antoinette Sbaraglio,
Melissa Sharron, and Kathy Tober

The last day of Sunday School is June 18th

HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Sunday, June 11th
All the baptized are always welcome to receive the Holy Food and
Drink, including infants! But many children want to learn more
about the Sacrament. On Sunday, June 11 at 9:15 AM, Mother Susan
will meet in the Chapel with any children who want to learn more
about Holy Communion. All children are welcome, whether they
have received Holy Communion before and wish to learn more about
it, or if they have yet to receive Holy Communion. Please email
Lynn Mitchell at lynnmitchell@sjotm.org by June 5th to let us know if
you would like to participate, so we can plan accordingly.

Sunday School students transfer their
seedlings to our Giving Garden at Ross Farms
in Basking Ridge, May 21.

Childcare will not be available
during the summer months at
SJOTM beginning June 25.
Childcare will resume on September 10.

Best Wishes as you celebrate your
birthday in June
Julian Asper, Jack Morris, Gillian Grant,
Caroline Lewis, John Tober,
Sarah Gudgion, Beatrice Putnam, Alexandra Wiley

www.sjotm.org
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COMMUNITY/FELLOWSHIP NEWS

LADIES’ LUNCHEON
Thursday, June 15th

MEN’S LUNCHEON
Thursday, June 1st

All are invited to the Ladies’ Luncheon on Thursday, June
15th. Check the bulletin and weekly e-news for the
location of the luncheon.
Remember to bring a
sandwich; beverages and dessert will be provided.

Please join us on Thursday, June 1st at 12:15 pm at the
Morristown Club at 27 Elm Street in Morristown. The
luncheons are open to members of the parish and their
guests. The favor of a reply is requested in order that a
place may be reserved for you at the table, but last
minute drop-ins are always welcome. Hope to see you
there. For more information please contact Alan Enos
at 908-234-1321 or aenos4@verizon.net.

GRACE SOUP KITCHEN
Friday, June 30th
600 Cleveland Avenue, Plainfield, NJ

Grace Soup Kitchen serves 1,000 hot nutritious
meals the last ﬁve days of each month to the hungry
of Plainﬁeld. St. John on the Mountain parishioners
help on the last Friday of each month. Join us one
Friday as we prepare and serve lunch. The next day
scheduled for St. John on the Mountain to serve is
on Friday, June 30th from 10 am – 1 pm. Sign-up
sheets are on bulletin board outside kitchen or email
Graham Argent-Belcher at gabelcher@msn.com.

LEMONADE HOUR

Beginning Sunday, June 25th there will be a Lemonade
Hour, immediately following the 9:30 am service.
Hosts are needed. It's easy; all you need to bring is a
small treat as the lemonade is provided by the church.
A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board
outside of Parish Hall. Weather permitting, Lemonade
Hour will take place outside in the front courtyard.

SJNS & SJOTM 4th ANNUAL
SPRING FUNDRAISER
Friday, May 12th
Many thanks to the Event Committee and all of our amazing volunteers for their time, energy,
and eﬀort on the Spring Fundraiser held at Roxiticus Country Club on Friday, May 12th.
The 2017 spring fundraiser was a huge success with record attendance and proﬁts from live and
silent auctions, wine pull and very generous donations from many. We thank everyone very
much who generously donated to the cause!

www.sjotm.org
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MUSIC NEWS

SUMMER CHOIR
Join our Summer Intergenerational Pickup Choir
at SJOTM! Beginning June 25th and continuing
through Labor Day weekend, all people of the
parish - kids and adults! - are invited to help lead
worship this summer by singing in the choir. Meet
at 8:45 am in the Choir Room to learn a simple
anthem and hymns for the day. Come once, or
often. All are welcome!

ST. JOHN’S
NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
May was ﬁlled with ﬂowers blooming in abundance outside our classroom doors. In celebration of Earth Day, each child
planted a ﬂowering outdoor plant. We held our annual children's circus in May! This is a great opportunity for our pre-K
students to show oﬀ their talents. Many thanks to our teachers for their hard work in preparation for such a fun event.
Our annual day at the park, "fun day", was rainy, but we were fortunate to utilize the indoor space of the Bernardsville
Pep Club. The children enjoyed large motor activities while parents socialized. With the end of school around the corner,
our future kindergarteners will graduate on June 9th. We will truly miss them (many of which we have taught for three
years), but feel conﬁdent in knowing that they are well prepared to move on.
You will continue to hear children's laughter into the month of June, as our Preschool Pals Summer Camp will be in
session for two weeks following the end of our school year.
We wish to thank Mother Susan, Lisa Coakley, Lisa Keenan, Edward Burke, and Steve Sbaraglio for all their eﬀorts in
helping us in keeping our nursery school running smoothly!
Anyone with interest in nursery school enrollment, please contact the director, Jeanne Williams, at sjotm.org for further
informaGon.

www.sjotm.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the
CLASS of 2017

High School Graduates
Graham Asper
Will graduate from Bernard's High School
and attend Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg, NJ.
Devon McKeon
Will graduate from Ridge High School
and attend Tufts University in Medford, MA.
Kendall Rich
Will graduate from Ridge High School
and attend Elon University in Elon, NC.
Caroline Snyder
will attend Washington and Lee University
in Lexington, VA.
Sydney Vollmar
Will graduate from Ridge High School
and attend University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI.

College Graduates
Patrick Kennedy
Patrick graduated from Roanoke College in
Salem, VA.
Haley Lippman
Haley graduated from University of Rhode Island in
South Kingston, R.I.
Kelsey McKeon
Kelsey graduated from University of Rochester in
Rochester, NY.
Annie Ray
Annie graduated from Elon University in
Elon, NC.

Prayer For Young Persons
Book of Common Prayer

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an
unsteady and confusing world: Show them that your ways
give more life than the ways of the world, and that following
you is better than chasing after selﬁsh goals. Help them to
take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance
for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you,
and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

www.sjotm.org
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN
379 Mount Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924
908-766-2282

PARISH STAFF
The Reverend Susan Ironside
Rector
rector@sjotm.org x11
Christopher Jennings
Director of Music & Organist
cjennings@sjotm.org x14
Lynn Mitchell
Director of Children’s Ministries
lynnmitchell@sjotm.org

Summer Sunday Service Schedule
begins Sunday, June 25
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music in the
church and childcare
followed by Lemonade Hour

Lisa Coakley
Parish Administrator
office@sjotm.org x10
Lisa Keenan
Finance Manager
L.Keenan@sjotm.org x13

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
St. John on the Mountain
379 Mt. Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414
www.sjotm.org
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