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VIEWS FROM THE MOUNTAIN
The Reverend Melissa M. Hartley

A message from the Interim Rector

JUNE 2011 
    Sundays on the Mountain

Sunday, June 5
Seventh Sunday of Easter
  8:00am Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9:00am Rite 13
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Church
 Awards’ Sunday
 Last Day of Sunday School
11:15am Healing Service, Chapel
 Coffee Hour 

Sunday, June 12
The Day of Pentecost
  8:00am Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9:00am Adult Formation, Parish House
 Rite 13
10:00am Holy Eucharist with Baptism, Church
 Sunday School
11:15am Parish Picnic, Parish Hall
 50/50 Drawing
 
Sunday, June 19   
First Sunday after Pentecost:  
Trinity Sunday 
  9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Church
10:30 amLemonade Hour, Parish Hall

Sunday, June 26 
Second Sunday after Pentecost
  9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Church
10:30 amLemonade Hour, Parish Hall

 

Summer Sunday service 
Schedule begins June 19th 

 9:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
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As of June 1, I have been at St. John on the Mountain for four years. Of 
the six parishes I have served in my 13 years  of ordained ministry, this  is 
now my longest tenure. Of course, we all know that soon my time on the 
Mountain will be coming to an end, as the calling of the new rector should 
happen by the end of  this month. 

Much has  happened here over the course of the last four years - the 
Centennial Celebration; construction of the new parish hall and 
establishment of the parish house; Fr. Matt Engleby’s departure; Dr. 
Andrew Moore’s departure; the 30th anniversary of the Mountain Art 
Show; the 50th anniversary of the Nursery School; and the ongoing 
discernment for the next rector. We’ve also shared in simple suppers, parish 
picnics, Christmas pageants, Vacation Church School, St. John’s Night, 
Habitat houses, Rite 13 ceremonies, Confirmations, Youth Sundays, choir 
concerts, and Evensongs. We have come together for significant pastoral 
services, as  well. I have had the joy of performing 5 weddings and 
celebrating 25 baptisms. I have also had the privilege of officiating at 22 
burials. 

The life of a parish priest is  an interesting one. We get to come into your 
lives for a finite amount of time, knowing that during that time we get to 
share in both your greatest joys and your greatest sorrows. We get to know 
you for who you are - perhaps your truest selves, more of who you are on 
Sunday mornings and less of who you are during the week. We are invited 
into difficult pastoral moments and hold secrets that no one else will ever 
know. We get to join you on your journey. 

Of course, this  is  not a one-way street. You all have certainly touched 
my life during our time together. As you know, I came to the Mountain to be 
the part-time associate rector, and I would never have thought four years ago 
that I would be leaving here as  the full-time interim rector. I am, however, a 
big believer that God puts  us  where we are supposed to be for a certain time 
and a certain place for a reason. I am thankful for this time we have shared 
together. 

Many of you have asked what is  next for me. At the moment, I still do 
not know. I continue to be in my own time of discernment and am 
preparing for my next transition. In the meantime, I still have a dissertation 
to finish and trust that will keep me busy for a few more months. 

As we  begin to say goodbye over these next weeks, I will continue my 
prayers for this parish as you prepare to call your next rector. I ask for you to 
keep me in your prayers, as well, as  we wait to see what God has next in 
store for all of  us. 

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
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Wardens’ Message
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Farewell Dr. Andrew Moore!
Thank you for a wonderful 10 years.  You will be dearly missed.

Photos from the Coffee Hour in honor of Andrew, May 1, 2011

We know that for many of you the process of transition in the Episcopal Church in general, and at St John on the Mountain 
in particular, seems very slow. We hire Interims  and Transition Consultants, we set up Profile (Self-Study) and Search 
(Discernment) Committees, we conduct surveys, interviews, visits, we pray…. and we wait. 

As Canon Powers, who is in charge of such matters  for the Diocese of New Jersey, told me recently, there are good reasons 
for all of this. By following this  process we are forced not to rush into hiring the nearest replica of our previous  incumbent that 
we can find. And we are encouraged not to act on the emotions  that are engendered by the loss  of an admired and even beloved 
friend upon whom we believe we rely for our spiritual health and happiness. 

By following the recommended tactics, we have a chance to consider more broadly the characteristics  of the person that we 
might call, and to open our hearts  and minds  to options that we might not have previously considered. And we have a chance to 
pray and ask for God’s guidance to make the best call – The Right Rector, The Right Musician for our Parish. 

It seems  a lot to carry – calling both a Rector and a Musician at the same time. But it provides  us  with an opportunity to 
ensure that we set St John on the Mountain on the path that we serve our needs for the next phase of our beloved Church’s 
history.

We are now at a critical stage. The Discernment Committee will bring final selections  to the June Vestry meeting; the Vestry 
will make its  final choice of who to call as  Rector of St John’s.  And a Music Profile Committee has  been established to begin 
defining the characteristics of our music program and the musician that we want to lead it. This  Profile will be presented to the 
new Rector as soon as possible, with the goal that, together, we can call a new Music Director in the Fall.  

Our graduating Seniors  led a moving service on May 22nd. We are proud of them and wish them great blessings  as  they 
move on to the next, exciting phase of their lives. The choir and congregation welcomed our Interim Director of Music, Jim 
McGregor. Look in the 1982 Hymnal when you have a minute, and find his contributions to Episcopal service music.

As summer approaches  we know that attendance will decrease as  parish families  take off on vacation and to summer homes.  
Do not forget us. Let us  know where you attend Church. Did you learn something new from which we could benefit at St John 
on the Mountain?  Bring us  a service bulletin; we’ll give a prize to the most distant, and the most different visit!    And we look 
forward to seeing you every Sunday that you are at home. We continue to worship together, pray together, sing together, support 
each other and enjoy each other’s company all year round. 

Bob Courtemanche
Hilary Thomas Dorer
Wardens

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
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We Welcome James McGregor as our 
Interim Organist & Choir Director 

James McGregor is an American organist and composer born in 
Cambridge, Ohio. He received a B.S. degree in music from Capital 
University in Columbus, where he studied with William S. Bailey.   Later 
he received an M.S.M degree from the Union Theological Seminary, 
where he studied with Vernon de Tar, Searle Wright, and Margaret 
Hillis. While he was a student at U.T.S., he also served as  assistant 
organist at the General Theological Seminary, New York. In 1960 he 
was  appointed Director of Music at Grace Church, Newark, where he 
served until July 2008.   He was  a member of the American Training 
Courses  Committee of the Royal School of Church Music from 
1974-1992. In 1983 he was  appointed a consultant member of the 
Service Music Committee of the Standing Commission on Church 
Music (Episcopal Church), where he served until 1985. A number of his 
compositions appear in The Hymnal 1982 including Mass settings, 
anthems, motets, and responsorial settings  of all the psalms assigned to 
Sundays and Holy Days in the lectionary of the 1979 Book of Common 
Prayer.

Grass-Cutters Needed
Please help us to save over $3,000 this  summer by volunteering your 

time to cut the grass.  We are in need of weekly volunteers.  You can cut 
the grass any day of the week, as long as it is  cut by Sunday in 
preparation for the Sunday services.  A sign-up sheet is located on the 
bulletin board in the hallway near parish hall.  For more information, 
please contact Beirne Donaldson at 973-543-2633 (home) or 
973-476-0410 (cell).

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
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Congratulations to the Class of 2011

Knitting Needles and Thread

The St. John’s  Knitting Needles  and Thread group will hold its  final gathering before summer on Thursday, June 
9, with a small party.  The fun will begin at 10:30 am.  After the summer break, we’ll start up again on Thursday, 
September 15, at 10:30 in the meeting room, and meet weekly as always.  

Thank you to Jane Mercer for making  two baptismal blankets that were given during the April and May baptisms. 
These gifts, from our group to the babies  and their families, are each embroidered with the child’s  name, date of 
baptism, and our church name and town. We  also gave lap blankets/small afghans  to three women in the church who 
were celebrating extra-special birthdays  (Baker Vandeveer, Marion White, and Babs Schroeder).

In addition to working on our own personal pieces, the group’s  ongoing projects  that we work on are prayer 
shawls, “squares” for the Plaid House afghans, and our newest—scarves and hats  for the Seamen’s  Institute Christmas 
at Sea project.  Kathy Christie is spearheading our Christmas tree ornament project of religious symbols in cross 
stitch.  For links  and directions  for each of these projects please go to the “Parish Life” and “Knitting Needles and Thread” 
page at  www.sjotm.org.

If  you have any questions, please email 
Janet Brozynski at jwbroz@gmail.com

High School Graduates

Maria  Grace Carlucci is  graduating from Bernards 
High in June, where she is a member of the BHS Girl’s 
Tennis team and sings with the BHS Madrigals  and 
Concert Choir.   She has  performed with the New Jersey 
Youth Chorus, the Somerset Hills  Community Chorus, 
and the St. John on the Mountain Youth Choir. Maria 
graduated from St. John’s Nursery School in 1998.  
She  is  the daughter of Janette Carlucci and the late 
Timothy N. Carlucci, and sister of Kate Carlucci.  She 
will attend Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
in the fall.

Philip Vernimb is  graduating from Bernards High in 
June, where he was a 4 year Varsity Cross Country and 
Track Runner, Scholar Athlete, and received numerous 
Team, Conference, Division and County recognitions. 
He will be attending the University of Vermont, in 
Burlington, School of Business  Administration where he 
will continue his track career.

Courtney Waite is graduating from Bernards High in 
June.  She will be attending the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill where Courtney will play 
lacrosse.

College Graduates

Stanton Mayer graduated from the School of Business 
Administration  at UVM with a concentration in 
Management Information Systems.  Immediately 
following graduation he will hike Vermont's  100 year 
old "Long Trail" which will take 20 days. Later this Fall 
he will pursue employment opportunities  in the Rocky 
Mountains.

Katherine Claire Carlucci gaduated with the Drake 
Law School Class of 2011  in May,  with Honors. In 
addition to her Juris  Doctor degree, Kate earned 
Academic Program Certificates  in Legislative Practice 
and in Food and Agricultural Law. She served as an 
Editor on the Drake Journal of Agricultural Law and as 
Dean of the Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity - Robert 
D. Ray Senate. 
After she studies for, and takes the Bar Exam this 
summer, she will take a position at the United States 
Department of  Agriculture in Washington, DC.

She is  the daughter of Janette Carlucci and the late 
Timothy N. Carlucci,  and sister of  Maria Carlucci.

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
mailto:jwbroz@gmail.com
mailto:jwbroz@gmail.com
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!

June Birthday Wishes Go Out 
to the Following Parishioners:  

Happy Birthday to all those Parishioners born in June!  
Their birthstone is pearl which denotes health, their 

flower is rose and their colors are light blue and white.
 

Jeanie Chapin, Bob Courtemanche, June Enos, Jody 
Flegal, Erna Haueis, Lindsay Kielley, Adam 
Lippman, Lynn Mitchell, Sid Moody, Brad 

Murphy, Katie Porter, Nancy Strong, 
Rich Sullivan & Sue Woods 

Happy Birthday to al l !

St. John’s Night

Please join us on Saturday, June 25, from 
6pm-10pm, beginning with Evening Prayer at 
6:30pm, at the home of Mikael and Beth 
Salovaara located at 170 Dryden Road, 
Bernardsville.  BBQ and beverages will be 
provided.  Please bring a side dish, salad or 
dessert to share.  Invite your friends.  The 
famous  Morash/Ray BBQ roast begins cooking 
mid morning; stop by any time to share the day 
with the cooks.

FELLOWSHIP

Parish Picnic 
Mark your calendars  in ink and plan to 

attend  the  Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 12th right 
after the 10 am service!   This  event will occur rain or 
shine!   We will be breaking out the grills and cooking 
up hotdogs and hamburgers!   Parishioners  are asked to 
sign up on the poster outside of the Parish Hall 
denoting how many family members will be attending 
and what side dish you will be bringing.   Let's hope for 
a beautiful sunny day so we can all enjoy some good 
food and fellowship.

June Ladies' Luncheon 
Please join us for the June Ladies’ Luncheon on 

Thursday, June 16th at 12 noon, at the home of Katie 
Porter, 304 Pleasant Valley Road, Mendham. Please 
bring your sandwich; drinks  and dessert will be 
provided.  Kindly RSVP to Katie at 973-543-4003.

Cinco de Mayo Success 
Thanks to all the wonderful Parishioners who pitched in and helped create a fun evening for all!  We brought in 

$7,500 for the church!  That amount includes $1,200 from Talaverica sales, $750 from the wine pull and the rest 
from tickets and donations.

     This event was a group effort, so where do you start with the thank yous?  First, to Katie Porter who came up 
with the idea of  a Cinco de Mayo event after attending a Talaverica Party.   To Janet Brozynski, Kathy Christie, Sue 
Kennedy and Valerie "Party" Zanardi for the back breaking work of turning the Parish Hall into a festive party 
room.  To Tressa Baird who supplied the wonderful bar.  To Sandy Freas, Sue Kennedy and Tressa Baird for pulling 
together the great food spread and organizing the kitchen.  To Joe Ray for the incredible chili and south of  the 
border musical offerings.  To Bill and Sue Catlett for their delicious homemade guacamole and empanadas.  To Bob 
Courtemanche and Adam Lippman for their bartending expertise.  To Chip Baird for his masterful selling of  corks 
for the wine pull.  And to all those who helped to clean up after the event was over.  One thing you can always count 
on at St. John's are the stalwarts who always help out at the end of  the night!

     A Spring Fundraiser may become an annual event at St. John's, so let's all start thinking about a theme for 
next year.  How about a Beach Blanket Bingo party?  Or a  Hawaiian Luau since we already know someone (Joe 
Ray) who likes and knows how to roast a pig!  The possibilities are endless as we are a group who enjoy each other's 
company and a good party!

!

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org


www.sjotm.org     6                                                                                                                                                                                          

    ST.  JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN                                                                                                                               JUNE 2011

SEARCH & DISCERNMENT NEWSMISSION OUTREACH NEWS

Mission Outreach Meeting

We have the next meeting of MOC on Tuesday, June 
7th at 6:00PM.  If you have a charity that you care about 
please come to the meeting.  We are also looking for new 
members. If interested please contact Sally Hespe or 
Fenn Putman.

Grace Soup Kitchen

We will work at Grace's  Soup Kitchen on Friday, July 
29th at 10:00am.  A sign-up sheet is  located on the 
bulletin board near Parish Hall. 

Transition to New Rector 
Reaching Conclusion

The process to search for and discern well qualified 
candidates  to serve as  our new rector is  nearing 
conclusion.  Members of the Search and Discernment 
Committee have visited the churches  and communities 
of selected clergy both in the US and England.  The 
active candidates  have been screened carefully with the 
objective of matching, as best possible, the specifications 
and desires  of the congregation as  outlined in the Parish 
Profile.

The next steps will include providing background 
and assessment information and final recommendations 
to the Vestry for at least two of the most qualified 
candidates.  The Vestry will then make the selection 
decision regarding who to call to our Church as  our new 
rector.   The objective is  to conclude this  discernment 
work in June and to have the new person begin service 
here sometime in the summer consistent with Mother 
Melissa’s own transition.  

Our Committee has  worked diligently so far and 
very much appreciates  the suggestions, support and 
prayers  of our Parish members.  There will be more 
communications to follow as  we come even closer to a 
successful conclusion to our transition.

Diocesan Trip to Ecuador

Be assured this  year's  trip will be an adventure in love 
and sharing with our companions  in the Diocese of 
Ecuador Central.  Previous  visits  have been to indigenous 
communities  at the higher elevations  in the Andes.  This 
year, we will work with our brothers  and sisters in Puyo, a 
jungle town of 25,000 on the eastern Andean slope at the 
edge of  the Amazon basin.

  There is  work to be done on the farm and restoring 
the roof of the Episcopal parish.  As is  our custom, we will 
toil side by side with our hosts, our fellow Anglicans  whose 
lives  are intertwined with ours, seeking to do what our Lord 
asks  - serve each other.  We will meet, work and worship 
with various  indigenous  groups, including an Amazon 
Shuar Indian community.  Join us  as  your diocese continues 
its journey in faith with our Ecuadorian companions.

Estimated costs are as follows:  

Airfare:  $736.90	
Required Diocesan travel insurance:  $ 84.00    
Hotel in Quito:  120.00 + tax
Ground with 6 days lodging, food & transportation:  

	 $450.00
Approximate total:  $1390.90

Act quickly as space is limited to 20.

For more details on the trip, contact Pete Ackerman 
908-310-5202 or visit the “outreach” tab on www.sjotm.org.

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

Youth Volunteers Needed for Camp
Rising 7th Grade (and up) volunteers are needed to make camp a success!  Credit for community service hours for 
school, scouts, and/or honor societies is available. For more information contact the office at 766-2282 or email 
office@sjotm.org .

Last Day of Sunday School with Awards’ Sunday & Teacher/Leader Recognition
On Sunday, June 5th during the 10:00am service, all children will receive a collectable pin to commemorate 
completing another year of Sunday School.  Also, the teachers and leaders will be acknowledged for all that they do 
to make St. Johns such a wonderful place for kids!

Thank you to all who work with the children and youth of the parish as Sunday School teachers, 
Rite 13, J2A, Youth Group, Junior Choir & Acolyte Leaders

 Best Wishes to those celebrating a birthday in the month of June:
Julian Aspen, Annie Ray, and Beatrice Giordano.

VBS Summer Camp June 27th- 30th 
Join us Monday - Thursday, from 9:30am – 12:00pm.  
Kids will get-together to create, connect, and journey 
together down Main Street where they will play 
sports, games, hear music, make snacks, listen to Bible 
stories, and make cool crafts!  The cost is $60 per 
child pre-k through rising 4th grade.  Space is limited.  
Download your registration form at www.sjotm.org.

Louise Asper
Tressa Baird 
Julie Bottini
Emily Carifa 

Janette Carlucci 
Debbie Hennel

 Katherine Hermes
Sally Hespe

 Heather Leef
 Pam Mayer

Kelsey McKeon
 Robin & Jeff McKeon

Diane Morash
 Katie Morash
 George Mullen

 Jim Porter
 Michelle Ray

 Courtney Schum

Constance Silverman
 Trish Sullivan
 Patty Vollmar

 Valerie Zanardi

PARISH REGISTER & UPDATES

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

May  1	 8:00 am   16   	 10 am	   96
May  8 	 8:00	 am   13 		 10 am   	115
May 15	 8:00 am   13 		 10 am  	   81
May 22	 8:00 am	  12	 	 10 am	   97
May 29 	 8:00 am	    8	 	 10 am	   50

WEBSITE ACTIVITY 

	 	    Past 30 Days 466
We welcomed into the Household of 

God through Holy Baptism

 Beatrix Elizabeth Elliot Gibson
 Charlotte Grace Mitchell
 Jeffrey Ward Zerweck

Updated Contact Information 
for 

Hilary Thomas Dorer
NEW email address

hilarity@optimum.net

We Pray God to Grant Eternal Rest     
Amelia B. Nusser

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org
mailto:hilarity@optimum.net
mailto:hilarity@optimum.net
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ST. JOHN ON THE 
MOUNTAIN
379 MOUNT HARMONY RD
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 8-3

PARISH STAFF
The Reverend Melissa M. Hartley 
Interim Rector
MHartley@sjotm.org x11

Interim Organist & 
Choirmaster
James McGregor 
JMcGregor30@aol.com

Patti Lippman
Parish Administrator
office@sjotm.org x10 

Lisa Keenan
Bookkeeper
L.Keenan@sjotm.org  x13

Patti Lippman
Director of Children’s Ministries
plippy5@yahoo.com

VIEWS FROM THE 
MOUNTAIN
is published monthly.  Articles for 
submission should be emailed to                                     
office@sjotm.org
www.sjotm.org
(908) 766-2282
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

St. John on the Mountain

379 Mt. Harmony Road

Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414

P r a y e r  L i s t
If  you would like to have someone 

added to the Prayer List, 

please call or email the Parish Office.
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