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VIEWS FROM THE MOUNTAIN
The Reverend Melissa M. Hartley

A message from the Interim Rector
 It is  difficult to believe that it has been two years since Fr. Matt resigned as  

rector of St. John on the Mountain. We have certainly seen our share of transition 
during this  time, both in building renovations and in leadership. As  we begin 2011, 
we are all anxious  and excited about the calling of the next rector. It has  been a 
long process, but as  we enter the “home stretch,” we know that the parish is ready 
to welcome its  new priest. I hope that during this  time St. John’s  has  more clearly 
discerned its  identity and mission through the process  of reflecting on who we 
have been, who we are, and who we want to become. 

 Transition and change are never easy, but I believe St. John’s  is  a much 
stronger and healthier place than it was  even last year. Evidence to this are the 
number of parishioners  who have come forward and volunteered to take on new 
or continued projects  and committees. I feel a much greater sense of ownership 
spread throughout the parish. As  you will hear in other reports, we are pleased to 
present a balanced budget for 2011, as  well as  a significant reduction in the capital 
debt on the new building. I believe this  is  a tribute to all the members  of this 
parish for ongoing support even in the midst of an economic downturn. I want to 
thank the wardens  and the vestry for their leadership during this  time, especially 
for those who are rotating off. They have served during some very difficult times. I 
also want to thank the members  of the profile/self study committee and the 
members  of the search/discernment committee for their efforts  in seeking out the 
right rector for St. John on the Mountain. Finally, I want to thank the staff for 
their continued commitment to serving this  parish, even in the face of reduced 
hours and compensation. 

	 My focus, as  it has  been, continues  to be on overseeing worship, pastoral 
care, and the transition. In 2010, we welcomed four new members  into the faith 
through holy baptism, confirmed ten and received five into the Episcopal Church. 
We also celebrated one wedding. We also had eleven funerals, as  we laid to rest 
many of  our faithful members. 

 As we begin 2011 together, I am acutely aware that I will not be finishing 
this  year here on the mountain. The role of the interim rector, of course, is  to help 
journey through the transitional process and then step away once the new rector is 
called. We anticipate this  to happen some time late this  spring or early summer. 
This  June will mark four years  that I have served this  parish - two years  as  associate 
and two years as  interim. In my thirteen years of ordained ministry, that is  the 
longest I have ever been with one parish. While we do still have some work left to 
do together in these next few months, I want to go ahead and say I have enjoyed 
serving this  parish. It has  been both challenging and rewarding, as  all ministry 
should be. I look forward to these last few months and pray for God’s  continued 
blessing on this place.

FEBRUARY 2011 
    Sundays on the Mountain

Sunday, Feb 6
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
  8am	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9am	 Rite 13
10am	 Holy Eucharist, Church
	 Sunday School
11:15	 Healing Service, Chapel
11:15	 Souper Bowl, Parish Hall

Sunday, Feb 13
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
  8am	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9am	 Adult Formation, Parish House
	 Rite 13 Rehearsal
10am	 Holy Eucharist, Church
	 Rite 13 Ceremony
	 Sunday School
11:15am 	Coffee Hour,  Parish Hall
	 	
Sunday, Feb 20   
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
  8am	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9am	 Rite 13
10am 	 Holy Eucharist, Church
	 Sunday School
11:15am	 Coffee Hour, Parish Hall

Sunday, Feb 27  
Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany
  8am	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
  9am	 Adult Formation, Parish House
	 Rite 13
 10am	 Holy Eucharist, Church
	 Sunday School
11:15am 	Coffee Hour, Parish Hall

  

    ST.  JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN                                                                                                                               FEBRUARY 2011

http://www.sjotm.org
http://www.sjotm.org


             www.sjotm.org     2                                                                                                                                                                                         

    ST.  JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN                                                                                                                                       FEBRUARY 2011

- Fenn Putnam
Habitat for Humanity Work Day

Saturday, April 9th from 8:30am to 3:30pm for the 
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity in Bridgewater. 10 
spaces  are available. So, sign up early to get your spot!  
The sign-up sheet is  located on the bulletin board near 
Parish Hall.

Grace's Soup Kitchen 
Join us  on February 25, from 10:00AM to 1:00PM.  

Sign up sheets  are on the bulletin board near the Parish 
Hall.  Please sign-up or contact Fenn Putman (973) 
543-7017 or fennironia@earthlink.net. 

If you are interested in joining the Mission  
Outreach Commission contact Sally Hespe or Fenn 
Putman.

Thanks  to all who purchased gifts  from Ecuador 
and helped to support our efforts. We raised $2,000, 
which will be used to once again buy goods  from the 
local people of Ecuador, our Companion diocese.  Look 
for another Christmas Shop in November and December 
of  2011. Thank you for your support.

Somerville Food Bank
St. John staffs  the Food Bank every Saturday in 

April, to work from 10am-12noon.  Sign-up to reserve 
your space. The sign-up sheet is  located on the bulletin 
board near Parish Hall.

--Mary Courtemanche

February Ladies' Luncheon 
Please join us for the ladies’ luncheon, which will be 

hosted at the home of  Susan Kennedy on Thursday, Feb 
l7th at 12 noon.  Please bring your sandwich; drinks and 
dessert will be provided by Susan.  Susan's address is 18 
Brook Hollow Road, Gladstone.  Please RSVP to Susan 
at 908-2340267.

Thank You!
February is upon us and Fellowship would like to 

thank all those Parishioners  who brought salads or 
desserts  to the Annual Meeting Sandwich lunch.   We do 
know how to eat at St. Johns!  

Birthday wishes go out to the following 
Parishioners:  

Marsha Bostick, Adam Brozynski, 
Mary Courtemanche, Katie Drinkwater, 

Carl Eckert, Dulcy Green, Betty Heitmann, 
Bobbie Herold, Henry Kean, Shea Lukacsko, 

Thomas Paluck, Mikael Salovaara, Mikko Salovaara, 
Louise Vivona-Miller, Courtney Waite, and Jack Woods.  

Happy Birthday to all!

!

CONOVER CHURCHES MINI-SERIES

"Paul's Thought and the Later Developments of the 'Pauline School' 
   by Dr. William Stroker
--Eric Davidson

St. Marks  of Basking Ridge extends  an invitation to St. Mark’s, St. John on the Mountain, St. Luke’s  in Gladstone, and St. 

Bernard’s  parishioners to a course offered by Dr. William Stroker. The mini-series on Paul’s thought and later development of 

the Pauline School will begin on February 27 for six consecutive weeks on Sunday afternoon at 2pm. 

Dr. Stroker, a renowned teacher and mentor, has  taught for over 30 years  and obtained his  PhD from Yale University. Dr. 

Stroker is  professor emeritus  of Biblical studies  at Drew University and their former Chair of the Department of Religious 

Studies; Professor of  Religion. 

We welcome newcomers and encourage everyone to reserve a seat by calling the Parish Office at St. Mark’s  Basking Ridge 

(908) 766-9058. The course has a suggested fee of  $45 for the six week series.  Scholarships are available upon request.

FELLOWSHIPMISSION OUTREACH NEWS
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Capital Campaign Update  
- Bob Courtemanche

Thanks to the  tremendous response of the St. 
John on the Mountain Community we were able 
to  reduce our building  debt in 2010 from 
$1,200,000 to $500,000.   We were able to combine 
new pledge payments from the second phase of our 
campaign with pledge payments  from our original 
Centennial campaign to raise $700,000.  I am very 
grateful for the generosity of all of you who  
contributed.  I also want to thank our Capital 
C a m p a i g n C o m m i t t e e, J i m Po r t e r, S a n dy 
Millspaugh, Dan Morash, Peter Mercer, Charlie 
Chapin, George Mullen, and the late Rick Herold, 
for their commitment to this effort. Reducing this 
debt helps  us  in our goal of a balanced budget in 
2011 and sends  a very positive message to our 
incoming Rector about the strength of our Parish.  
We still have $500,000 in debt to retire so please 
consider St. Johns in your giving plans  in 2011 and 
beyond. Thank you for your support.

Annual Meeting Report 
If you would like a copy of the 2010 Annual 

Meeting Report, they are available on line at 
www.sjotm.org or can be picked-up in the narthex.  
To have an electronic copy sent to you, please email 
office@sjotm.org.

Stock Donations 
St. John on the Mountain accepts  stock 

donations  for any type of pledge payments. For more 
information, contact SJOTM’s  bookkeeper, Lisa 
Keenan, in the Finance Office (908) 766-2282 x13 
or l.keenan@sjotm.org.

Parish Directories
If you would like a print out of the Parish 

Directory, please stop by the Parish House. The 
listing is  updated frequently. Copies of the current 
Directory are on a clipboard posted on the bulletin 
board which is  located in the hallway outside the 
Parish Office. Please help yourself. If your contact 
information has  changed, please let the office know. 
Thank you!

Reflections of a Retired Junior Warden
- Dan Morash

Diane and I moved to Bernardsville in 1992 to raise 
our fami ly.  Wi th Methodi s t and Lutheran 
backgrounds, respectively, we church-shopped, and 
found a home at St. John’s.  Our four children went to 
St. John’s  nursery school.  When John Baldwin was 
looking for volunteers, I agreed to direct the junior 
choir.  Not only did I have the wonderful opportunity 
(over 12 years) to teach my own kids  to sing, I also had 
the chance to hear many of the parish’s  other children 
“find their voice.”  I will tell you unequivocally that 
there is  nothing quite like hearing a young child sing 
out with confidence after months  of timidity, and it 
always seemed to happen when I least expected it.

I think that we have “found our voice” as  a parish.  
Over the span of 3 years  on vestry, followed by 6 years 
as  junior warden, I have seen the full cycle of 
exuberant expansion, followed by anxious  self-doubt.  
Through our love for each other and commitment to 
the parish, we have regained our bearings.  There is  a 
palpable excitement in the search and discernment for 
a new Rector.  My parting hope upon completing my 
term as  junior warden is  that we not expect miracles 
from our new leader.  No matter whom we pick, the 
vitality of our parish will always  come back to our love 
for and commitment to each other – and our ability to 
“find our voice” as a parish.

Pictured are Dan Morash, outgoing Junior Warden,  

Mother Melissa, and Bob Courtemanche, Senior 
Warden, following the Annual Meeting.
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St. John’s Nursery School Celebrates 50 Years!
By Peter Mercer

Our St. John’s  Nursery School is  currently celebrating 50 years  of serving our community with quality education 
for very young children.  The School, founded by our own Pat Moody, has  provided a well-rounded education for 
children ages  two through five for generations  of Bernardsville families.  As  an extension of the mission of our 
Church, the School strives  to provide a safe, active, nurturing environment to encourage the growth of the whole 
child.

A special anniversary celebration and fund raiser is  scheduled at 7:30p on Friday, March 4 at the Somerset Hills 
Country Club.  Our Church members  and families  are invited to attend and support the School.  See Jeanne 
Williams for tickets and more information.

Currently, the St. John’s  Nursery School is  “fully enrolled” with 50 children who are led by five highly qualified 
teachers; the School is  located on the ground floor of the Church.  The Director is  Ms. Jeanne Williams  who has 
been with the School for 17 years  and in her leadership role for the past six years.  Fully accredited by the New 
Jersey Division of Human Services, the curriculum focuses  on learning through play as  well as  close, frequent 
communications  between parents  and teachers.  The teachers are certified by the State of New Jersey and are 
committed to their continuing professional education.  Additionally, the School has met all requirements and 
regulations for fire safety, lavatories, environmental safety and minimum space.

The School schedule consists  of two to five days  of operation during the mornings  from 9:00a to noon.  Older 
children may enroll in “lunch bunch” through 1:15p each day and even more “enrichment time” until 2:00p.  
Activities  are wide ranging and include daily “circle time” with teachers  to promote conversation and other social 
skills.  Other normal activities  include singing, art creation, learning about weather and the calendar, story reading 
and sand box play.  From time to time, there are special presentations, hayrides at Wightman’s Farm, field trips  as 
well as a Christmas Show in our Sanctuary and an annual Circus in the Parish Hall.

Operating revenue is  raised mainly through student tuition fees  which pay for teachers’ compensation and 
normal school supplies.  In recent past, the School parents  have also sponsored two fundraisers  each year to raise 
money for special events, field trips  and other capital improvements.  As  a non-profit organization, the School has 
generously contributed approximately $15,000 to the Church towards our general operating fund.  This  year, fund 
raisers  expect to support paving of the driveway area adjacent to the school as  well as  awnings for the south side 
school windows.

Over recent years, Chip Baird has  been our Church Vestry representative on the parent’s  Board of Directors; 
Chip has  also graciously acted as  Treasurer of the School for the last several years.  The Board determines  the 
direction, priorities, programs and fees for the School. 

The School classrooms and lavatories are newly renovated as  part of the overall Church renovation and are 
clean, colorful, cozy and welcoming. An outside play area is well equipped, fenced and safe.  

We congratulate the School’s  parents, teachers  and supporters for their excellent work in support of the young 
children in our community over the past fifty years.  It has  been a wonderful partnership with our Church and its 
mission.  We look forward to more successful years in this mutual mission and partnership.
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NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
- Jeanne Williams

St. John’s  Nursery School is  currently offering school tours  and accepting new students  for the next school year, 
2011-2012.  There is  still time to register your child in our morning classes  for two, three, four, and four-plus  year-
olds.  Optional afternoon hours  are available for the three, four, and four-plus  year-olds  with Lunch Bunch and 
Enrichment classes.

The nursery school children enjoyed an exciting visit from “Rizzo’s  Reptiles” last month.  More fun activities 
this month include a Chinese New Year parade, Valentine’s Day parties, and lots of  play time in the snow!

We are celebrating the 50th anniversary of St. John’s Nursery School with a silent auction fundraiser at the 
Somerset Hills  Country Club.  The event will take place on Friday, March 4th, with music provided by our own 
nursery school alumni, Eric Hayes. 

Anyone interested in further nursery school information, please call the director, Jeanne Williams, at 
908-766-0374.  You can reach her via email, at jeannewilliams@sjns.org.

http://www.sjotm.org
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THESE KIDS WHO ARE CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY
 IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY:

 Courtney Waite, Carter Hermes, Dietz Gibson, Trevor Lukacsko, 
Brady Morais, Ian Feeley, and Graham  Asper.

YOUTH FUNDRAISER FOR GRACE’S SOUP KITCHEN
“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY, on Sunday, February 6th after the 10:00am service.  Soup will be for available for sale 
for immediate consumption or “To Go” in take-home containers. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

Pictured are Caroline Moore, Emme Baird, Sophie Ray, Liam Baird, 
and Caroline Zanardi, having fun eating popcorn and watching a 

movie, during the Annual Meeting!

Parish Records Updates

We Give Thanks For the Births of
Beatrix Elizabeth Elliot Gibson

Charlotte Grace Mitchell

We Pray God to Grant Eternal 
Rest     

      Robert Reading Brown

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Jan  2   8:00 am 11   10am    74 
Jan  9   8:00 am 11   10am    96
Jan 16  8:00 am  8    10am    91
Jan 23  8:00 am  8    10am  151

Jan 30  8:00 am 10    10am   97

WEBSITE ACTIVITY 

Past 30 Days   506 hits

http://www.sjotm.org
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Altar Guild at Work
- Jane Mercer

Please notice the recently refurbished green frontal.    The pulpit fall and chalice veil were also restored.  This  work was 

done by J. Wippell & Co. Ltd. in Exeter, England during December.  This mostly frequently used altar set was  in need of 

restoration.  The central Trinity symbol stitching was fraying and its  fabric was  drying out.  Because the beautiful green Sarum 

silk is  in good condition, this work allows for the use of this  set for years  to come. While the vestry approved this  unbudgeted 

expense, Altar Guild considered contributing half of the expense.  Donations  from Altar Guild members  covered the entire 

$1500 expense.  Evidence of  devotion to this ministry!

Altar Guild is  entrusted with the care of the Church's   sacramental items  and works  weekly to maintain them. Vestments 

and hangings are examined on a regular basis  to assure these items  are kept in good condition.   St. John on the Mountain is 

fortunate to have beautiful linens, vestments and silver to enhance our worship.  We intend to keep them in fine condition.

Weekly Altar Flowers
--Jane Mercer

We will continue the tradition of having fresh flowers on the altars as  long as  there are donors.  The sign-up chart is  posted 

in the church hallway, opposite the chapel sacristy. The arrangements enhance the sanctuary and are shared afterwards  with the 

sick or divided to use again the following week in the chapel.  The Altar Guild is  appreciative of the many generous  and regular 

donors  who make dedications  as  memorials  or for special occasions.  Sharing a date is  encouraged.  The cost is  $100 for church 

arrangements. We also plan to use flowering plants  on the chapel altar which will last several weeks.  You will be contacted for 

your dedication wording for the Sunday bulletins  and will be billed at the time of donation. Dedications are read weekly in the 

Prayers of  the People.

For further information, please contact Jane Mercer <jpmercer@comcast.net>.
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Prayer List

If  you would like to have someone 

added to the Prayer List, 

please call or email the Parish Office.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

St. John on the Mountain
379 Mt. Harmony Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924-1414
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