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ST.  JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

405  EAST MAIN STREET  

BATAVIA,  NEW YORK  
 

NEWSLETTER –  NOVEMBER 2018 

 
Being Thankful Saints 

 

The word Halloween comes from “All Hallows Eve”, or 

the evening before All Saints Day.  The Angels and 

Devils, the Ballerinas and Zombies that come to our 

front doors asking for candy evolved out the ancient 

knowledge of the battle of good vs. evil and how it plays out every 

day.  For one evening, our medieval forebears dressed up as players 

in this cosmic battle and all sorts of evil creatures wreaked havoc.  

But, as the sun rises on Nov. 1st, All Saints Day, the victory is clear.  The ghosts, ghouls 

and demons retreat into the darkness and Goodness reigns. 

 We celebrate two days of this victory.  All Saints Day commemorates the “Big S” 
Saints—those people named in the bible or whose lives and actions have given them 
long-lasting renown.  All Souls Day or “The Feast of All the Faithful Departed” on Nov. 
2nd celebrates all those “little s” saints of God who lived, toiled, loved God and are now 
reunited with God in his heavenly glory.  
  

Through it all, we are thankful.  We cap off these 

celebrations of people with Thanksgiving.  We give 

thanks for 

 The bounty, blessings and richness in our lives 

 The people who have gone before us—Saints and 

saints—lighting our paths and giving us so many 

examples of courage, love and faithfulness. 

We are all saints, beloved children of God, living lives of thankfulness we are called to 

do everything we can to show God’s love in the world. 

We are all saints, beloved children of God, living lives of thankfulness we are called to 

do everything we can to show God’s love in the world. 

With gratitude and thanksgiving for the people of St. James, 

Your sister in Christ, 

Mother Bonnie+  
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Vestry Highlights, October 16, 2018 
 

Treasurers’ Report:. Peter Mark reported that it looks normal for this time of year. 
We took last draw from Reserve of $25,000. Budgeted income includes $18,000 left in 
Reserve Account, $20,000 left in Parish Management Account, and $7050 from the 
Rupprecht Fund Administrative Support Fee. The Easter Offering was set aside to buy 
new choir robes. There is $600 left in this fund.  EFM Tuition:  Education for Ministry 
(EFM) is a 4 year seminary course from the University of the South at Sewanee. Deacon 
Diana asked that the vestry give the participants up to $50 each as a show of support 
for the program. The vestry will look at ways this could happen.  Organ Maintenance 
Contract was approved. Stewardship:  Mother Bonnie said that we are in the fourth 
year of a five year plan to fund a full-time rector. Our current level of withdrawal from 
our endowments funds ($95,000) is not sustainable. We need to increase our giving. 
The Fundraising Committee is still working, we are looking at renting the Rectory, but 
an increase in pledged income is critical. Parish Nurse:  Diane Cox proposed a parish 
nurse program. The nurse would need to be certified which might involve a cost. 
Liability insurance would be necessary (an anonymous donation has paid for the first 
year). This is a volunteer resource. She would provide health, spiritual, and moral 
support to parishioners. Since Diane Cox was unable to be at the meeting, it will be 
discussed again at the November meeting. Fundraising Report: Dorian Ely reported 
that the T shirt sales continue and will be on sale at convention.  She submitted a 
proposal for a pie and basket raffle on November 17th. Bricks and Mortar: Pete Mark 
reported that 21 cards have been turned in with $18,000 in pledges. Sohns Update: 
Many students are interested. They will get a Wal-Mart gift card. .Rectory use: We will 
rent to students. Work to be done includes plumbing, one window, smoke alarms, and 
CO2 detector.   
Catherine Judkins, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Property Committee Report 

 

 As we approach Thanksgiving, I would like to express the gratitude of our 
committee for the support of the capital improvement program at St. James. 
 Much work has been completed as a result of the commitments made by church 
leadership and the financial support of individuals and the Vestry. 
 Our church complex is vast; it is old and there is more work to be done.  
Commitment and financial support are fundamental to the continuation of this vital 
work.  
 Progress is being made toward the goal of achieving a ‘State of Good Repair’ at 
St. James! 
 Thanks to everyone who is making this possible. 
 

Dave Lange 
Property Committee Chair   
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Prayer Corner 

When offering your prayers to the Lord at home please include the  
following people who are loved ones of our parish family:  

Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Dorothy,  
Ron, Arlene, Venus, Debbie, Paul, Beth, David, 

Cathy, Wendy, Evan and Travis   
 
 
 
 

                           Thank You 

Thank you to a special parishioner who, this weekend, found cash in 
the parking lot. Not locating the owner, the cash was donated to St. 
James.   
 
Thank you to Rich Geitner for cleaning and polishing the Chantry  

          Altar.  It looks beautiful! 
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                  Happy Birthday! 
     We pray God's blessing be with you on your special day 
and every day. 
Tim Morris  11/4,   Dean Perry  11/9, Phyllis Draycott  11/13, 
         Terry McGuire  11/19,   Joanne Fleming  11/22, 
            Rose Rumery  11/17,   Cindy Baird  11/28 

  

Tall Vases 
 

The Altar Guild is looking for tall clear glass vases to deliver the altar flowers to 
parishioners.  If you have received flowers in the past and the vase is no longer 
needed, or if you have one in the back of a cupboard that is not going to be used, 
please drop it off at the church office, or call the office and let Barb know (343-6802).  
The Guild is running very short of vases.  Thank you for your help. 

 

Furniture and Furnishings for the Rectory 
 

We are setting up the rectory building for student housing.  This project will be an 
effort of community outreach, community building and fundraising.  To make this 
project work we need your help.  We are collecting furniture—beds, shelves, chairs, 
sofa, desks, tables, arm chairs to make the rectory a comfortable home for students.  
We are also in need of furnishings, lamps, bedding, kitchenware, etc.  If you have a 
donation to make, please call a warden or the church office to make arrangements for 
drop off.  If it is a large item, please ask a warden if we need that item before you 
bring it to the church.  Thank you! 

 

Alex’s Chicken Barbeque Tickets for Sale 
 

The ECW of Saint James is once again selling chicken barbeque tickets to Alex’s.  The 
price is $11, of which the church keeps $4.  They don’t expire until October 
2019.  Great gift for all your friends.  See a member of ECW after church today to 
purchase some tickets. 
  

Thanksgiving in May 
 

We are planning on continuing our annual Thanksgiving in May fellowship 
dinner.  Turkeys are so-o-o much cheaper in November.  If you will be shopping at a 
store that offers big discounts on turkeys and you won’t be using one this Thanksgiving 
could you pick one up for our May dinner?  If you have no room in your freezer we can 
store it at church.  Save the receipt and we will gladly reimburse you.  This makes it 
possible to offer dinner to all without having to charge.    
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Milestone Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 We would like to recognize and celebrate birthdays at the 90th, 95th, 100th (or 
higher!) year mark.  Please make sure that your family's birthdays are correct in our 
parish records and on the weekly Birthday List in the bulletins.  
 Another important event is the wedding anniversary.  We would like to 
recognize  all important 1st anniversary, and then 50, 60, 70 years and up.  Please 
make sure we have your wedding date (including year) in our parish records.   
 If you know of any milestone birthdays or anniversaries coming up in our church 
family, please let Barb in the parish office know.  

 
 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale/Basket Raffle 
 

Your help would be appreciated with our upcoming Thanksgiving Pie Sale/Basket 
Raffle event on Saturday, November 17, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  We are looking for 
donations of pie ingredients and raffle items.   
 

Needed items for pies are:  evaporated milk, canned pumpkin (not pie filling), flour, 
sugar, eggs, apples and Crisco.  Please deliver by November 4.  In addition to the Pie 
Sale, as part of our Pastoral Care Ministry, some of the pies will be delivered to 
members of our congregation to let them know that though they may not be able to 
join us each week for worship, we often think of them.   
 

New items or items you wish to “re-gift” will help fill baskets.  Ideas for theme baskets 
are available in the church and parish hall – if you wish to buy the materials, we are 
happy to put it together in a basket.  Single items and/or full baskets will be gratefully 
received.  Consider donating script cards for the baskets – that’s a double win for St. 
James!  Please deliver by November 11. 
 

If you wish to help with set-up, baking, basket making or the day of the event, please 
speak with Jo-Ann Bestine, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely, Terry McGuire, Harold Odell 
or Missi Smith.  Thank you!! 
 

AND, plan to pop in on the 17th between 10 and 2 and take your chances on some 
baskets - maybe it will help with your Christmas shopping this year!! 
 

Thank you for whatever support/help you are able to provide (prayers for good weather 
gratefully accepted)! 
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Preorder pies by texting:  585-356-5359 Baked 

Pumpkin, Frozen unbaked Apple, or Baked Apple 

$8 for a 9” pie, pay at pick-up that day (Nov. 17) 
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St. James T-Shirt, Apron and Hoodies  
Make Great Christmas Gifts! 

If you would like to be sure to get your items in before Christmas, please place your 
order on or before November 25th. 
 

 
 
Thank you to all who have helped to make this such a success!  We have already 
broken the $1,000 profit limit.   
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Don’t forget to purchase Scrip Gift Cards for Christmas giving.  If we don’t 

have the cards you want, they can be ordered.  To ensure delivery by 
Christmas please order by December 5th.  Can get all the favorites, 

including Amazon. 
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Recipe Corner 
 

 
 
 

News from the Diocese 
 

Western New York, Northwestern Pennsylvania Ratify Partnership:  

Bishop Rowe to lead both dioceses 

The Episcopal Diocese of Western New York voted on October 26th to elect the Rt. Rev. 
Sean Rowe, bishop of Northwestern Pennsylvania, for a five-year term as its provisional 
bishop. Rowe will assume the office upon the retirement of Bishop William Franklin in 
early April. 
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"History will judge us as to the right and wrong of the choice," said Rowe, in a brief 
address before the vote was taken. "God? God will bless us in our faithfulness to the 
Gospel call-no matter our choice. And that's all that matters." 

During the first three years of the partnership, the two dioceses will work together to 
deepen relationships and develop shared mission priorities. In October 2021, they will 
re-evaluate the partnership and in October 2024, decide whether to continue it. 

"We have all experienced the new energy that the conversations about this partnership 
have created, and we have felt what this infusion of energy could mean for our ministry 
here in Western New York," said Franklin, who has been bishop of Western New York 
since 2011. "It's created a kind of electricity and given many of us a renewed, missional 
hope for the future of the Episcopal Church in this region." 

Rowe will maintain offices in Tonawanda and Erie and make visitations in both dioceses. 
Elected leaders in both dioceses will continue to exercise their canonical functions. Each 
diocese will maintain its cathedral and send a deputation to the 2021 General 
Convention.  

"We can credit the work of the Holy Spirit to bring the joint energies and the talents of 
two dioceses under the dynamic leadership of one bishop," said the Rev. Luke Fodor, 
rector of St. Luke's Church in Jamestown, New York. "Sean Rowe is the best possible 
candidate we could have found to be our provisional bishop.  And now, we look to the 
future of serving beside new colleagues. May this border crossing moment open our 
eyes to the way that God is calling forth new realities in our midst." 

Senior High Lock In 

Youth in 8th Grade and High School are invited to come for evening of fun, games, and 
spiritual growth on Friday November 30th.  The event will be from 7 pm on Friday to 12 
pm on Saturday at the Diocesan Ministry Center.   There will be a series of events 
(games, discussion, and activities) that will help participants get to know each other 
and our faith a little better.  To register for the event, please email Wendy 
at wschumacher@episcopalwny.org.   

Safe Church Training 

Safe Church Sexual Abuse Prevention courses are available in two formats, in live 
classes or online. Who needs this training? Church employees and volunteers, as well as 
those holding diocesan licenses. The next in-person trainings are scheduled 
for: Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Matthew's Church, 1182 Seneca St., 
Buffalo.  This will be the last in-person class offered in 2018. 

Some people prefer to convenience and flexibility of taking the training in shorter 
modules online. This training works best on a full computer, and will not work on 
mobile phones. For more information about online training, contact Liz Brauza-Hughes 
at embrauza@episcopalwny.org. 

  

mailto:embrauza@episcopalwny.org
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News from the Community
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 

 

  

 November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 December 2 

EM 1 Diane Cox Judy Essig Carol Queal Russ Dvoroznak Terry McGuire 

EM 2 Jack Kershner Jo-Ann Bestine Barb Gray Bonnie Dvoroznak Jo-Ann Bestine 

Chantry EM Bonnie Dvoroznak Terry McGuire Jack Kershner Diane Cox Barb Gray 

1st  Lesson Bette Rung Amy Celentano Keith Price Jim Neider Joan Ellison 

2nd  Lesson Lexie Belluscio Lilo Townsend Liz Findlay Barb King Jack Kershner 

Prayers of 

the People 
Barb Gray Chip McGuire Rose Rumery Steve Hawley Jim Neider 

Acolytes 
Jaycob Belluscio 

Rich Geitner 

Abby Bestine 

Scott Essig 

Alieda Blossom 

Rich Geitner 

Alieda Blossom 

Carol Queal 

Nichole Essig 

Jaycob Belluscio                                                                                          

Ushers 
Kathy & Larry 

Belluscio 

Chip McGuire 

Betsy Dexheimer 

Nancy Harrington 

Bill Coughlin 

Peg & Alan 

Abrams 

Keith Price 

Russ Dvoroznak 

Greeters Peg & Alan Abrams 
Nichole Essig & 

Wayne Townsend 

Liz Findlay &  

Bonnie Smith 

Kathy & Larry 

Belluscio 

Chip McGuire 

Dean Perry 

Element 
Bearers 

Jolene & Dick 
Folger 

Donna Kauffman 
& Jane McKeehan 

Karen & Harold 
Odell 

Diane & Kevin 
Skelton 

Paula Alker &  
Jane McKeehan 

Coffee Hour Jo-Ann Bestine Kathy Belluscio 
Paula Alker 
Joan Ellison 

Terry McGuire Dave Raines 

Flower 
Delivery 

Harold Odell Lilo Townsend Liz Findlay Barb King Dean Perry 

Altar Guild 
Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 

Bill Coughlin 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 

Donna Kauffman 

Karen Odell 
Harold Odell 

Kathy Belluscio 

Pat Roblee 
Jolene Folger 

Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Building 
Closer 

Larry Belluscio Dave Lange Harold Odell Jim Neider Larry Belluscio 

Can also be found on 
www.stjamesbatavia.org 

And Facebook at  
St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

If you are unable to serve 
at a scheduled time, 
please find a sub and  

notify the parish office 
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The St. James Calendar 

 

Sun, Nov 4   9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
    10:00 am – 10:45 am Sunday School 
    11:15 am – 12 00 pm Coffee Hour 
    11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
   12:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Pie Baking in the Kitchen 
Mon, Nov 5  4:00 pm – 7:00 pm  EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu 
     7:00 pm – 9:30 pm  Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Nov 6   7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Property Committee Meeting 
Wed, Nov 7  11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
    12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Bible Discussion Group 
  3:45 pm – 4:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, Nov 8 9:00 am – 2:00 pm  Thrift Store Open 
  9:00 am – 11:00 am  Finance Committee Meeting 
  2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Wardens Meeting 
Sat, Nov 10 10:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Pasta Dinner by Bat. Players 
Sun, Nov 11 9:00 am – 9:45 am  Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am – 10:45 am Sunday School 
  11:15 am – 12 00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Nov 12 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm  EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu 
    7:00 am – 9:30 pm  Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Nov 13 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm ECW Board Meeting 
Wed, Nov 14  11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
    12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Bible Discussion Group 
   2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Rupprecht Fund Advisory Mtg 
  3:45 pm – 4:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, Nov 15 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Store Open 
   2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Wardens Meeting 
Fri, Nov 16  9:00 am – 5:00 pm Set up for Bake Sale & 
        Basket Raffle 
Sat, Nov 17  9:00 am – 4:00 pm Bake Sale & Basket Raffle 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service:  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Weekday Services 

Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Genesee  

County Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  

The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Paula Alker 

 
Wardens: 

Sr. Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Jr. Warden:  Russ Dvoroznak, (585) 737-1577, Russ3473@yahoo.com 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely,  
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


