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Readings from
THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES also called the OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis is the first book in the Hebrew scriptures and begins with poetic
stories of God creating the world. This reading tells a story of humanity being
made in the image and likeness of God, of being given the gifts of the earth to
sustain all life and of humans being given power to create new life, one of the
most precious gifts of he love between two people.
Genesis 1: 26 - 2:4a
God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."
God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food."
And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.
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1 John 4: 7-16
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus
is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in
God, and God abides in them.
John 15: 9-12
Jesus said to his friends, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete. "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you."
John 15: 12-17
Jesus said to his friends, "This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in
my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another."
Philippians 1.9-11
This is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God.
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The Hebrew/Christian scriptures assert, as one writer puts it, “God is love,
and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.’
All genuine human love comes from God and reflects God’s love for creation
and for we humans. So, when husbands and wives genuinely love each other
and seek each other’s good, they are behaving towards each other as God
behaves towards us. So, any of the following passages which stress this reality
are good choices for a wedding.
Ephesians 3: 14-19
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,
as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Colossians 3: 12-17
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
1 John 3: 18-24
This is God’s commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who
obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this
we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

10

This story is from another telling of creation and emphasises the equal
partnership between husband and wife, since no other creature of God’s
making is a worthy partner for human beings.
Genesis 2: 18-24
The LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him a helper as his partner." So out of the ground the LORD God
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them
to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle,
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man
there was not found a helper as his partner. So the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
Then the man said,
"This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken."
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and
they become one flesh.
********

The book of Ruth is a story of relationships between family members.
Ruth had married a man whose family had fled to Ruth’s foreign country
during a famine in their homeland, but now her husband has died. When Ruth
has the conversation with her mother in law Naomi that is in the passage
below, she assures Naomi that she will go with her as she returns home and
remain her companion, accepting her religion and customs. Ruth promises a
lifelong commitment. It is often chosen to be read at weddings because it expresses the bond between two people who were once strangers but are now
kin to each other.

Ruth 1: 16-17
Ruth said, [to Naomi] "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from
following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die,
there will I be buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!"
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Ecclesiastes is a type of writing called wisdom literature. The unknown author
offers insights into living well and here stresses the partnership between two
who commit to support one another throughout life.
Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.
For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and
falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they keep
warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might prevail
against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.
********
Psalms are Hebrew songs for use in worship. This psalm is a thanksgiving for
the bounty of the earth. It has been in traditional use in the Anglican wedding
service in the Book of Common Prayer since at least the 16th century.
In that context it becomes a prayer asking that God bless the two being
married.
Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

The Gift Of Love (2)
Love is always patient and kind, it is never jealous.
Love is never boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish.
Love does not take offence, and it is not resentful.
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s faults, but delights in the truth.
Love is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope.
Love is always ready to endure whatever comes.
True Love does not come to an end.
(from 1 Corinthians, Chapter 13)

Faith, Hope, Love
Faith: To have faith is to be sure of things we hope for, to be certain of the
things we cannot see
For our life is a matter of faith, not sight.
(Hebrews 1: 1 2 Corinthians 5:7)
Hope: But those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and
not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint
(Isaiah 40: 31)
Love: Love is patient and kind, it is not
jealous or conceited or proud
Love is not ill mannered or selfish or irritable
Love does not keep a record or wrongs
Love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth
Love never gives up, and its faith, hope and patience never fail
Love is eternal
There remains then: faith, hope and love,
these three; but the greatest of these is love.
(1 Corinthians 13: 4-8, 13)

********
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The following reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthian Christians
is well know. Many Anglican and other Church schools choose this as ‘the
school lesson’ for use in the chapel. Paul stresses that even the greatest deeds
are less worthy if not done for love of others. Of all the human capacities, given
us by the God, it is only our capacity to love which will endure beyond this life.

The Song of Songs, also known as the Song of Solomon is a sequence of poems
celebrating human love. It is sensuous and replete with erotic language. The
scriptures are not coy about the joy of sex! The poems probably began as
songs to sing at weddings and were only written down in the form we have
today much later in Israel’s history

1 Corinthians 13:1 - 13
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete
comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult,
I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I
have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and
the greatest of these is love.

Song of Solomon 4: 1-7
How beautiful you are, my love,
how very beautiful!
Your eyes are doves
behind your veil.
Your hair is like a flock of goats,
moving down the slopes of Gilead.
Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes
that have come up from the washing,
all of which bear twins,
and not one among them is bereaved.
Your lips are like a crimson thread,
and your mouth is lovely.
Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate
behind your veil.
Your neck is like the tower of David,
built in courses;
on it hang a thousand bucklers,
all of them shields of warriors.
Your two breasts are like two fawns,
twins of a gazelle,
that feed among the lilies.
Until the day breathes
and the shadows flee,
I will hasten to the mountain of myrrh
and the hill of frankincense.
You are altogether beautiful, my love;
there is no flaw in you.

The readings that follow are all based on 1 Corinthians 13 and amplify what it
says.
The Gift of Love (1)
Love is patient; Love is kind;
Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way;
It is not irritable or resentful;
It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, hopes all things. endures all things.
Love never ends.
And faith, hope and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.
(from 1 Corinthians, Chapter 13)
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Song of Solomon 8: 6-7
Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm;
for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave.
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
a raging flame.
Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.
If one offered for love
all the wealth of his house,
it would be utterly scorned.
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Readings from
THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES also called THE NEW TESTAMENT.
This is the only story of Jesus attending a wedding, although we can
assume he must have done so many times. John tells this story because of
the miraculous turning of water into wine. This story is referred to in the
wedding service in English when the 16th century Book of Common
Prayer was produced. In the context of a wedding today it is good to
remember that Jesus ‘adorned and beautified’ the wedding in Cana of
Galilee with his presence as he will your wedding.

John 2: 1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited
to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to
him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His mother
said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there
were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw
some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him,
"Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after
the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until
now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
********
The following readings from Matthew’s gospel speak of living well and in
such a way that the world is a better place because of the relationships
between people and the foundations on which those rest. In your
marriage you can live the change you want to see in the world.
Matthew 5: 13-16
Jesus said to the disciples, "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the light
of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.
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Matthew 7: 21-29
Jesus said, "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them
will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because
it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on
sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell and great was its fall!" Now when Jesus had finished
saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
Matthew 22: 35-40
A lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment
in the law is the greatest?" He said to him, " 'You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This
is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets."
*******
The apostle Paul wrote this letter to Christians living in Rome in the mid first
century at a time when the infant church was barely known and under
suspicion. In this passage, he is urging them to love one another, sharing one
another’s joys and sorrow, and to extend hospitality even to those they don’t
know. As a blueprint for living at peace with friend and neighbour it is a good
reading to choose for a wedding.
Romans 12: 9-18
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient
in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.
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