Prayer for the Week O God, the strength of all those who put
their trust in you: mercifully accept our prayers, and because through
the weakness of our mortal nature we can do nothing good without
you, grant us the help of your grace, that in keeping your
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bible Readings next week: 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6.1-8 Ps 15 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 Matthew 5.1-12

Pray for the Faithful Departed. We remember before God:
Phyllis Hope Murphy, Doris Campbell, James (Jim) Ronald Austin,
Mona Kingsmill, Lloyd Slattery, John McDonald, Esther Hazel
Atkinson, Edward Newton, George Elliot, James Cable, Isabel Ann
Osborn, Winifred Wilkinson, whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the Week.
January 26 Australia Day.
January 27 John Chrysostom (347-407) Archbishop of
Constantinople. Noted preacher and commentator on the NT.
January 28 Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274). The greatest theologian
of the Middle Ages, who has had an immense influence on the Church,
especially the Roman Catholic tradition.
THIS WEEK
St George’s SUMMER SCHOOL 24 -26 January
detailed programme in the brochures on the bench or website.
Book now or be sorry!

Thursday 26 January 10.15am
Eucharist under the Gum Tree – all welcome.
NEXT WEEK
Thursday 2nd February 10.15am
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
This will be a very special Eucharist at which Fr Bill Michie will
preside and be joined by others ordained as deacons with him on this
day in Sale Cathedral, Gippsland in 1967. We congratulate Fr Bill on
50 years of ministry, which still continues among us. Laus Deo!
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Sentence Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and
curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
Matthew 4.23

Collect Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, the life
of the souls that love you, and the strength of the hearts that serve
you: help us so to know you that we may truly love you, and so to
love you that we may faithfully serve you, whose service is perfect
freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Ancient Israel was the most direct route between northern Africa and the
lands of the Middle East. Sometimes lying on a major trading route was a
blessing. More often it meant Israel stood in the way of empires intent on
controlling its territory. In Isaiah’s day Assyria was gobbling up people and
towns. Hearing of these atrocities in Jerusalem, the people feared for their
survival. To the prophet Isaiah, the birth of a child to the royal family of
Judah (the original content of this oracle) was sign that God was bringing
forth new life in the midst of great uncertainty.

The Lord spoke to me and said, “There will be no gloom for those
who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he
will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.”
Isaiah 9.1-4

Reader
ALL

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 27.1-10 APBA page 246 at 10am Prayer book 16
This psalm is a song of trust. The house of the Lord is the Temple in Jerusalem
and the tent a poetic name for it. The song ends with an expression of
confidence in God ‘in the land of the living’ meaning ‘all my days’.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Christians in Corinth.
The quarrels among members of the Corinthian Church resulted from refusing
to acknowledge the full authority of all their leaders, not only Paul. Paul asks
them if they imagine Christ can be divided and knows they know the answer –
no! Paul’s appeal to unity is one he also makes in other letters Divisions arise
from a lack of consistency between what members of the community know is
true and their behaviour.

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and that there should be
no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same
mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.
What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to
Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize
but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1.10-18

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us
and bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
All spoke well of Jesus and were amazed at the
gracious words that came from his mouth.
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ALL
Reader
ALL
Reader
ALL

Alleluia!
The Lord be with you
And also with you
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus settled in the little fishing village of Capernaum, in the Galilee hills, when he
heard that John had been arrested. Then it seems one day Jesus called four men
away from their work to join him – his life, and theirs, were to change forever as
a result. Notice, how Jesus takes up John’s call to repentance and continues the
work John had begun.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has
dawned.’
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.’ As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow
me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets
and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers,
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father, and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people. So his fame spread throughout all
Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with
various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he
cured them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. Matt. 4.12-25
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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