St George’s Anglican Church | Malvern

Last Sunday after Epiphany-Transfiguration 11 February 2018
Sentence It is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 4.6
Collect. God of Moses and Elijah, revealed in burning bush and
chariot of fire; you speak to us in freedom, your glory escapes our
naming: in your mercy, dwell with us and lift us beyond all fear and
empty worship; through Jesus Christ, the glory of the Father. Amen.
A reading from the second book of Kings.
Elijah was a great prophet in the tradition of Moses. His name meant
‘Yahweh is my God’ as opposed to the false god Ba’al whose worship the
kings of Israel tolerated. The departure of Elijah, who was said not to have
died as an ordinary person, is a key part of Jewish religious imagination
and he features in the time of Jesus as a forerunner of the messiah.

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to
Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But
Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’
And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’
Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to
Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do
you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ Then Elijah said to
him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said,
‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So
the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it

up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to
the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they
had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you;
if not, it will not.’ As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out,
‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces.
2 Kings 2.1-12
Reader
All

************************
The Vicar is in Perth this weekend attending the installation of
Archbishop Kay Goldsworthy, the first woman to be elected an
Archbishop in the Anglican Communion. Please pray for Archbishop
Kay and Perth Diocese as they begin a new ministry together.
**************************
The Revd Kuncoro Rusman will be inducted as Priest-in-Charge of All
Saints Kooyong next Saturday 17th February at 12pm. Please pray
for Fr Kun and the parish as they begin this new ministry together.
All are welcome to attend.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 50.1-6 at 8am APBA page 272
In this prophetic psalm God lays out his case against the people who reject
him. We do well to recall, every time we speak of God as judge, that God’s
judgement on human behaviour is God showing us to ourselves so that we can
return to God. It is NOT God rejecting us, but rather we who may be rejecting
the insight God offers us and refusing to change.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Paul is defending himself against the charge that he is a false pedlar of God’s
word. He is saying that in his life and its hardships the life of Christ is seen.
The phrase ‘the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ’ evokes the gospel reading to follow today. It reminds us that the glory
of God is seen in a human being fully alive, as Irenaeus of Lyons (an early
church theologian) said. No one was more alive to God than Jesus who fully
reveals God to us.

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who
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voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when
they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had
risen from the dead.
Mark 9.2-9
Reader
For the Gospel of the Lord
ALL
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
Prayer for the Week Almighty God, you have given your only
Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: give us grace that we may always thankfully receive the benefits of his sacrifice, and also daily endeavour to follow the blessed
steps of his most holy life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Bible Readings next week
First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9.8-17 Psalm 25.1-10 1 Peter 3.18-22 Mark 1.9-15

Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Geoffrey Parsons, Catherine Horne,
Jessie Willers, Anna Shepherd, Ninette Duncan, Alfred Cruth,
Cassandra Duffield, Lydia Constance (Connie) Checcucci, Ivan Mercer, Jacqueline Marjorie Harris, Marguherita Burrell, John Richards,
Gwenthelleyean (Gwen) Richards whose anniversaries occur this
week.
Commemorations of the Week: ASH WEDNESDAY.

The season of Lent, during which we prepare for the season of
Easter, begins with this day. The former Abp of Canterbury, Rowan
Williams, once described Lent as ‘a time of sweeping and cleaning
the rooms of our minds and hearts’ so the new life God offers us
make find space to take up residence, take over and transform us.
Eternal life is not just ‘for after’ but begins now; what characterises
God’s eternal life is not its length (though it is without end) but its
quality in drawing us more , NOW, deeply into the life God alone
can give. This year Ash Wednesday is also St Valentine’s Day.
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has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live,
we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in
us, but life in you.
2 Corinthians 4.3-12
Reader
May your word live in us
ALL
and bear much fruit to your glory.
Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Then from the cloud came the voice of the Father: ‘This is
my Son, my Chosen: listen to him.’
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to St Mark
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
“Looking at Jesus seriously changes things; if we do not want to be changed, it is
better not to look too hard or long… but, if we do then Jesus’ humanity and ours
are the ‘binoculars’ God gives to see life in a new light. A lot of people reflect
God’s love to us. Jesus Christ alone IS God’s light shining into our world, shining
into our lives and hearts.” Rowan Williams, The Dwelling of the Light. Praying
with Icons of Christ. (2007). On the Transfiguration, p13.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them,
and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could
bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a

3

