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Sentence You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.
Matthew 22.37-40
Collect O God, whose Son has taught us that love is the fulfilment
of your law: stir up within us the fire of your Holy Spirit, and pour into
our hearts your greatest gift of love, so that we may love you with our
whole being, and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.
Moses led his people to within sight of the land God promised them but never
entered it himself. It is still possible, as the parish pilgrims did in 2013, to go to
the top of Mt Nebo and overlook the Jordan valley. The fact that this passage
contains a description of Moses’ death does question the old assertion that he
wrote the whole of the first five books!

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole
land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb,
and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as
far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, ‘This is the land of which I swore to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, “I will give it to your
descendants”; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not
cross over there.’ Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in

the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in
the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial
place to this day. Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when
he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigour had not abated. The
Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days; then
the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of Nun was
full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him;
and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded
Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face. He was unequalled for all the signs
and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of
Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for
all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that
Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
Deuteronomy 34.1-12
Reader
All

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90.1-6, 13-17. APBA 318.
This is an enthronement hymn for Israel’s king who is to administer
God’s justice, which is the source of God’s strength in contrast to military
might.
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Paul defends his ministry among the Thessalonians, likening himself to a
nanny whose influence is meant to last a lifetime. An essential dimension
of the gospel’s transformation of lives is the consistent character formed
in the believer by the work of the Spirit.
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you
was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God
to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For

our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery,
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to
please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness,
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did
we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though
we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very
dear to us. You remember our labour and toil, brothers and sisters; we
worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you while we
proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also,
how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was towards you believers.
As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his
children, urging and encouraging you and pleading that you should lead
a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the
word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word
but as what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers.
1 Thessalonians 2.1-13
Reader
May your word live in us.
All
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
All
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Cantor
Jesus said, ‘All who love me will keep my words, and my
Father will love them and we will come to them.’
All
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus did not bring these two commandments together for the first time
but he understood the relationship in a new and radical way. You cannot have one without the other. Without the love of neighbour, the love
of God remains an empty emotion; and without the love of God, love of
neighbour is little more than self interest.
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is
the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ Now while the Pharisees
were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The
son of David.’ He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit
calls him Lord, saying,
“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”?
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able
to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him
any more questions.
Matthew 22.34-46
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer for the Week
Almighty and everlasting God, give to us the increase of faith, hope
and love; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us to love
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bible Readings next week
All Saints
Revelation 7.9-17 Psalm 34.1-10, 22 1 John 3.1-3
Matthew 5.1-12
Pray for the Faithful Departed. We remember before God:
Dorothy Wedlake, Susan Charles Berry, Myrtle Glasson, Harold
Robinson, Ella Cornish, John Glover, Frederick King, Arthur Dickens, Peter Hooper, Paul Grainger-Smith, Hugh Were, Dorothy Wilma Gibson, Iris Ingham and Daphne Howard whose anniversaries
occur this week.
Commemorations of the Week:
October 31 Martin Luther (1483-1546) and the other
Continental Reformers. We are heirs to the Reformation as to
other earlier and later movements of reform in the church.
Luther’s German translation of the Bible is one of the masterpieces
of German literature.
November 1 All Saints. To be observed on 9 November We live
in fellowship, not only with Christians living now, but with a vast
array of the saints of the past, who have been such an inspiration
to us. This is the “communion of saints” of our Creed.
November 2 All Souls. This is the counterpart to All Saints Day.
John says “What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the life of all people”. This has implications for our attitude to
members of other religions and people of no religious faith.
November 3 Richard Hooker (1554-1600) An Anglican
theologian. In 1594 he published his great work, “The Laws of
Ecclesiastical Polity, which has given Anglicanism its emphasis and
direction.

