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First Sunday in Lent
5 March 2017
Sentence
We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.
Matthew 4.4
Collect
Spirit of the desert, you drove Jesus to the edge of the world to find his
truth and his calling: scour our hearts and awaken our hunger that,
freed from empty clinging we might find ourselves in you; through
Jesus Christ, the Lord of the wilds. Amen.
A reading from the book of the Genesis
The serpent in this story was not associated with the devil until the later
part of the first century BC when the Jewish writer of a book called The
Wisdom of Solomon stated, “God created us for incorruption, and made
us in the image of God’s eternity, but through the devil’s envy death
entered the world (Wis. 2.23-24). Notice there is no mention of applesthe forbidden fruit is that of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.’
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent,
‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the
woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves. Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7
Reader
ALL

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 32 APBA page 252
God is praised for the psalmist’s recovery from illness, commonly
attributed to the effects of sin. Healing thus becomes a sign of God’s
forgiveness and a cause to rejoice and give thanks.
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
Paul compares the ‘adam’ (earth creature) and Jesus – something he does
in other letters also. The self-offering of Jesus is far greater than the fault
of the ‘adam’. Paul is arguing that hostile powers rule human life but
through the life and work of Jesus Christ, God offers a way out of living in
the thrall of behaviours that enslave us. The power of sin, seen in the
human disobedience is overturned by Jesus’ obedience.
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— sin was
indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is
no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type
of the one who was to come.
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the
one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free
gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.
And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the
judgement following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free
gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one
man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more

surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ. Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all,
so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.
For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners,
so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. But
law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, just as sin exercised
dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through
justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 5.12-21

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us
and bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.
ALL
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
The word for tempted also means tested. Notice that Jesus is tried
immediately after his anointing by the Spirit in baptism. The first humans, characterised as the man Adam in Genesis sought to be God’s equal
denying the reality that he was a creature of God’s making. Now, Jesus is offered
these same temptation and resists. These temptations recur in
various ways throughout his life but Jesus becomes a ‘high priest’ for us who is
able to stand with us in our temptations because he was, as the
writer to the Hebrews will say, ‘tested in every way as we are.’ (Heb.4.15)

After being baptized, Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’

But he answered, ‘It is written,
“One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down; for it is written,
“He will command his angels concerning you”,
and “On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’
Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.” ’
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him,
‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
“Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.” ’
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
Matthew 4.1-11

Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Prayer for the Week . O Lord, who for our sake fasted forty days
and forty nights: give us grace to use such abstinence,
that, our flesh being subdued to the spirit,
we may ever obey your godly will in righteousness and true holiness; to
your honour and glory, who lives and reigns with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.
Bible Readings next week
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12.1-4a Ps. 121 Romans 4.1-5,13-17 John 3.1-17

Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Wilma MacKenzie, Lesley Manning,
Marjorie Scott, Jennifer Tonoli and Thomas (Ray) Casey
whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the Week
March 7 Perpetua and her Companions, martyred in the arena
at Carthage (North Africa) during one of the Roman persecutions.
(d.203)
March 8 John of God (1495-1550), of Portugal, worker among
the sick and poor. Founder of the ‘Brothers Hospitallers’. Patron
saint of hospitals and many hospitals have been named after him.
March 9 Sister Emma SSA, Superior of the Society of Sacred
Advent (Queensland) n Anglican women’s religious community (d.
1939).
LOL Laughing our Loud. Would the kind person who sent the
Vicar a very funny card this last week please makes themselves
known to her so she can say thank you.

