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Sentence Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in
the law of the Lord.
Psalm 119.1

Collect
Living One, in whose freedom creation was born as a gift:
free us from the need to possess, define and silence others
that we might rejoice in the strangeness of your beauty
revealed in flesh and blood;
through Jesus Christ, our reconciliation. Amen
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.
This passage comes from writings called Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus,
Ben Sirach. It is a type of scripture called ‘wisdom literature’ in which the
writers stress the importance of choosing to live well according to God’s
commandments, seeking to be diligent, honest and prudent in dealing with
others. It was written around 180 BC. It is not one of the canonical books of
the bible but Anglicans have always read and learnt from this apocryphal
material, without building doctrine up on it. In this reading, the stress is on
human freedom to choose. The fire and water are simply contrasts; this is no
oblique reference to anything else!

If you choose, you can keep the commandments,
and to act faithfully is a matter of your own choice.
God has placed before you fire and water;
stretch out your hand for whichever you choose.
Before each person are life and death,
and whichever one chooses will be given.
For great is the wisdom of the Lord;
he is mighty in power and sees everything;
his eyes are on those who fear him,
and he knows every human action.
God has not commanded anyone to be wicked,
and he has not given anyone permission to sin. Sirach 15.15-20

Reader
Hear the word of the Lord
ALL
Thanks be to God
Psalm 119.1-8 APBA page 349 at 10am Hymn Book 75
This is a wisdom psalm and the longest. It is an elaborate acrostic in which
each section begins with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
So, in this portion each line begins with aleph and stresses the joy that
closeness to God’s ways will bring.
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Paul’s letters to Corinth (at least the ones we have) were concerned with
unity in the church. Here he warns against factions gathered around a
leader who makes inflated claims about their role in the church. Paul
cannot preach deep wisdom to the Corinthians; their divisions reveal their
immaturity in the spiritual life.
Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not
solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still
not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and
quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving
according to human inclinations? For when one says, ‘I belong to Paul’,
and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are you not merely human? What then
is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe,
as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave
the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and
the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive
wages according to the labour of each. For we are God’s servants,
working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.
1 Corinthians 3.1-9
Reader
May your word live in us
ALL
and bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
A person is justified not by the works of the law,
but through faith in Jesus Christ.
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
The teaching from the ‘sermon on the mount’ continues. Matthew portrays
Jesus as a new and greater Moses teaching God’s ways to Israel, and of
course to us as we receive this scripture in our community today. Notice
the importance Jesus places on being reconciled with those around us in
the Church as an integral part of being reconciled to God. One without the
other is not authentic and in fact dangerous to the spiritual life.
On the mountain, Jesus gathered his disciples around him and taught
them saying, ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
“You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to
judgement.” But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or
sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you insult a brother or
sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will
be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar,
if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms
quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or
your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard,
and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out
until you have paid the last penny.
Matthew 5.21-27
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Prayer for the Week
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask
such things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bible Readings next week. Seventh Sunday after Pentecost.
Lev. 19.1-2, 9-18 Ps 119.33-40 1Cor.3.10-17 Mtt. 5.38-48
Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Catherine Horne, Jessie Willers,
Ninette Duncan, Alfreda Cruth, Lydia Constance (Connie) Checcucci,
Ivan Mercer, Jacqueline Marjorie Harris, Marguherita Burrell, John
Richards, Gwenthelleyean (Gwen) Richards and James Wearing Smith
whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the Week.
February 14 Cyril (826-869) & Methodius (815-885), ‘apostles of the Slavs’.
Brothers, born in Thessalonica, they were commissioned to evangelise the
Slavs of Moravia (part of the modern Czech Republic). Cyril invented the Cyrillic alphabet. Cyril died in a monastery in Rome on a visit and Methodius was
then consecrated bishop of Moravia.
St Valentine’s Day. Originally a martyr in Roman times, it was Chaucer
who first links this saint with romantic love. In 18th-century England, it
evolved into an occasion when lovers expressed their love for each other by
presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and sending greeting cards.

STATEMENT FROM VICAR-GENERAL
OF THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE.
Enough! Declare an amnesty today 3/2/17
Given the likely failure of the refugee arrangement with the
United States, Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull should
announce an amnesty and bring the asylum seekers on Nauru and
Manus to Australia.
The politics are what they are, and are beyond Mr Turnbull’s
control. But the moral resolution is clear and simple: these people
cannot be subjected to President Donald Trump's extreme vetting,
with the intended outcome obvious before it starts. They have
been humiliated and traumatised for long enough.
The dignity of our nation requires nothing less than such an
amnesty, as does the Prime Minister's own dignity.
This matter has been wounding the soul of our nation for long
enough. The people on Nauru and Manus are, like ourselves, made
in the divine image and likeness.
This is the basis for their and our dignity.
Not one Australian would want to be treated as they are being
treated. Enough!
In the name of God, I beseech you, Prime Minister: declare an
amnesty today.
Bishop Philip Huggins, Vicar-General, Anglican Diocese of
Melbourne.
Letters to the PM and the Member for Higgins are available
for you to sign if you are willing to support this call for a just
and humane outcome for people in Australia’s care already
declared to be refugees. The letters have been crafted with
advice from the Asylum Seeker Centre.

