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Fourth Sunday in Advent

18 December 2016

Sentence
A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be
called Emmanuel: God with us.

Matthew 1.23

Collect
God with us, borne by Mary’s flesh beyond all convention:
Give us the faith of Joseph to see the Spirit’s work
where the world sees only shame;

to listen to the promise
and waken to the cry of life renewed and love reborn;
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. Amen.
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
In a time of great national danger, King Ahaz refuses to seek a sign of
God’s fidelity though God desires to give one. So, Isaiah announces that a
young woman, most likely Ahaz’s wife, will give birth to a son. By the
time the child is a toddler God will have relieved the suffering of the people. Christians later read this sign as a pointer to the birth of Jesus.
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask,
and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then,
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.
Isaiah 7.10-16
Reader
ALL

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 at 8am APBA page 307
This psalm is a prayer for deliverance from national enemies,
written earlier than the situation of the Isaiah reading but expressing the
same hope for God’s deliverance.
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Christians in Rome

Paul’s letter to them introduces him to the Christians in Rome, whom he
has not yet met although he knows individual members. The letter is
concerned with the relationship between the Jewish scriptures and
Christian hope. Paul is concerned to demonstrate Jesus’ Jewish royal
lineage and the inclusion of both Jews and Gentiles in his body, the Church.
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the
holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from
David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus
Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship
to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of
his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 1.1-7
Reader
ALL

May your word live in us
and bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus Christ.
They shall name him Emmanuel, which means
‘God is with us’.
ALL

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader

The Lord be with you

ALL

And also with you

Reader

A reading from the holy gospel according to St Matthew

ALL

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

In the first two chapters of Matthew’s gospel there are five dreams
reported, of which we hear the first today. In biblical Hebrew and related
Aramaic, Jesus’ name Yeshua (Joshua) comes from a word meaning, ’help’
‘rescue’ ‘save’. The angel offers the clue to the link between Jesus’ name and
his life’s purpose.
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place
to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.
Matthew 1.18-25

Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week The Epiphany transferred
Isaiah 60.1-6

Psalm 72

Ephesians 3.1-12

Matthew 2.1-12

The ancient Epiphany custom of Chalking the Door will be kept.
Prayer for the Week. Give us, O God, such love and wonder that,
with the shepherds and pilgrims unknown, we may come to adore the
holy Child, the promised One, and with our gifts worship him, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Lorna Hope Wroughton Fulton; Gladys
Lewis; Jessica Wakefield; Elgin Dahlenburg; Edward Lesh; Mary
Monica Smith; Ron Plant; Judith Daish; Adam Walker & Derrick
Osmond whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the week. December 21 Thomas the Apostle is
mentioned in all four Gospels, and in later life is especially associated
with India. Christians of the Malabar coast of India consider him as
their founder. Thomas is best known for his refusal to accept the
resurrection unless he had proof (hence, ‘doubting Thomas’).
“Doubt leads to enquiry, and enquiry to truth” (Abelard, mediaeval

theologian, 12th century) .

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE - a beautiful act of worship.
A huge THANK YOU to Elizabeth-Anne Nixon and the members of
the Choir who lead the parish in a most creative and beautiful service of Advent carols, hymns, scripture readings and poetry.
THANK YOU also to those who read and to the children who lit
candles. And THANK YOU to Robin Barrett and those who assisted
with the refreshments after the service. Well done St George’s!

A RARE EVENT—Hanukkah and Christmas coincide in 2016.
Once every 19 years 25 December and 25 Kislev (in the Jewish

calendar) occur on the same day and each faith celebrates an
important festival associated with light. Christmas is the light entering the darkness of this broken world and not being overcome;
Hanukkah is the lamp relit in the Temple after the darkness of desecration.
We greet our Jewish sisters and brothers and pray that their
celebration may strengthen their faith, as may ours.

