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Sentence May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all
times in all ways.
2 Thessalonians 3.16
Collect Lord God of all the ages,
the One who is, who was, and who is to come:
stir up within us a longing for your kingdom,
keep our hearts steady in times of trial,
and grant us patient endurance until the Sun of justice dawns.
We make our prayer through you Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.
Malachi‘s name means ‘my messenger’ but nothing else is known about
the prophet except that the writings seem to refer to a time when the
Temple has been rebuilt ca.515BC. The high hopes for renewal have
come to little and Malachi urges the people to return to God because a
time of judgment (consequences of past choices) is coming.
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up,
says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness
shall rise, with healing in its wings.
Malachi 4.1-2a.
Reader

For the word of the Lord

All

Thanks be to God

Psalm 98. APBA, page325
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Writing early in his preaching, Paul expects the imminent arrival of God’s
new creation or kingdom, though not before a struggle between good and
evil. We now question that ‘timetable’ and must read in light of subsequent
experience. Paul exhorts the Church to be steadfast and to imitate Christ,
sound advice in every age.
We command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you
ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour
we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This
was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an
example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this
command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that
some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work.
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to
do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters,
do not be weary in doing what is right.
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us,
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
‘I will give you words of wisdom’, says the Lord: ‘that none
of your opponents will be able to contradict.’
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you

Reader

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke

ALL

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

Jesus speaks of a time of persecution and trials to come, and as we know
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70AD. These words are still relevant wherever
Christians face persecution, as they do today in too many places.
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, ‘As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.’ They asked him, ‘Teacher, when
will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ And
he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my
name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after
them. ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified;
for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents
and great signs from heaven. ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest
you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of
my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish.
By your endurance you will gain your souls.
Luke 21.5-19

Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week

The Reign of Christ

Jeremiah 23.1-6 Song of Zechariah Colossian 1.11-20 Luke 23.33-43

Prayer for the Week.
Everliving God, before the earth was formed, and even after it shall
cease to be, you are God. Break into our short span of life and show us
those things that are eternal, that we may serve your purpose in all we
do; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in
unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Pray for the Faithful Departed. We remember before God:
Natali Cerini, Dorothea Baxter, Charles Smith, Michael Somerville, Aune
Smith, Florence Williams, Margaret Mercer, Nellie Nabb,
Sydney Davis, Priest, Hilda Alice Spencer, Bevis Geoffrey Nicholas
whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the week.
November 16 Margaret of Scotland, Queen (1046-1093). Intelligent,
beautiful and devout, she founded or revived many monasteries and
was noted for her compassion for the poor.
November 17 Hilda (614-680), abbess of Whitby, which she founded
or re-founded. She was especially interested in education, founding libraries, stimulating education of clerics and fostering poetry & Hugh,
Bishop of Lincoln (1140-1200). Renowned, even in his lifetime, for holiness and devotion. He was a firm defender of ordinary people against
royalty and the aristocracy and the proper use of public money.
November 19 Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231). Queen. Her young
husband died of the plague and she, herself, died at the age of 24. Noted
for her work for the sick, the poor and the elderly and for her love of
poetry.

Advent is coming and some special events
will help us to keep the season.

Advent Sunday 27 November (the first day of the new Church
year) 8 and 10am. The guest preacher will be The Revd Prof.
Gerald O’Collins, SJ who is one of Australia’s most distinguished
theologians.
Advent 2. 4 December. A look into Matthew’s story of Jesus’
birth. 12 noon—1pm, led by the Vicar.
Advent 3. 11 December 7.30pm Advent Carols and Readings
with St George’s Choir.

